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$ „H thus, to che beſt of our aan * HAP. - 


given a faithful and exact detail of every 
material event, in which Great-Britain was con- 
cerned either at home, or in her ſettlements we 
during the greateſt part of the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fiſty-ſix, we ſhall now return to 
Europe, and endeavour to explain the beginning of 
a bloody war in Germany, which then ſeemed to 
have become the chief object of the Britiſh councils. 
On the eve of a rupture between France and Eng- 
land, it was natural for his Britannick . Majeſty to 
provide for the ſafety of his Electoral dominions, 
the only quarter by which he was at all acceſſible to 


the efforts of the enemy, who he foreſaw would not 


fail to annoy him * that avenue. He, at that 
time, ſtood upon indifferent terms with the King of 


VI. 
1756. 


Pruſſia; Who was conſidered as a partifan and ally 


of France; and he knew that the Houſe of Auſtria 
alone would not be ſufficient to ſupport him againſt 
two ſuch powerful antagoniſts. In this emergency, 
he had recourſe to the E y of Ruſſia, ho, in 
conſequence of a large ſubſidy granted by land, 
engaged to furniſh a ſtrong body of forces tor the 
defence of Hanover. His Pruſſian Majeſty, ſtartled 
at the conditions of this treaty, took an opportunity 
to declare that he would not ſuffer foreign forces of 
any nation to enter the empire, cither as principals 
or auxiliaries; a declaration which probably flowed 
from a jealouſy and averſion he had conceived to the 
court of Peterſburgh, as well as from a reſolution 
he had formed of ſtriking ſome great ſtroke in Ger- 
many, without any riſque of being reſtricted or con- 
trolled. He knew he ſhould give umbrage to the 
French King, who had already made preparations 
for penetrating into Weſtphalia: but he took it for 
granted he ſhould be able to exchange his con- 
nexions with France for an alliance with Great-Bri- 
tain, which would be much leſs troubleſome, and 
| | B2 N much 


* 


7 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
BOOK much more productive of advantage: indeed, ſuch 
an alliance was the neceſſary conſequence of his de- 


4555 claration. Had his Britannick Majeſty made a re- 


quiſition of the Ruſſian auxiliaries, he muſt have ex- 
poſed himſelf to the reſentment of a warlike mo- 
8 me v ho hovered on the ſkirts of his electorate at 
tze head of one hundred and forty thouſand men, 
and could have ſubdued the whole country in one 
week; and if he forbore to avail himſelf of the 
treaty with the Czarina, he did not know how ſoon 
the King of Pruſſia might be reconciled to his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty's deſign of invaſion. As for the 
Empreſs. Queen, her attention was engroſſed by 
ſchemes for her intereſt or preſervation; and her 
hands ſo full, that ſhe either could not, or would not, 
tulfil the engagements ſhe had contracted with her 
former and firmeſt allies. In thefe circumſtances the 
King of England ſought and obtained the alliance 
of Pruſſia, which, to the beſt of our comprehen- 
- ſion, entailed upon Great-Britain the enormous bur- 
then of extravagant ſubſidies, together with the in- 
tolerable, expenſe of a continental war; without be- 
ing productive of one advantage, either poſitive or 
negative, to England or Hanover. On thecontrary; 
this connexion threw the Empreſs-Queen into the 
arms of France, whoſe friendſhip ſhe ht at 
the expenſe of the Barrier in the Netherlands, ac- 
quires with infinite labour, by the blood and trea- 
ure of the maritime powers: it gave birth to a 
confederacy of deſpotick princes ; ſufficient, if their 
joint force was fully exerted, to overthrow the liber- 
ties of all the free ſtates in Europe; and, after all, 
Hanover has been over-run, and ſubdued by the 
enemy; and the King of Pruſſia put to the ban of 
the W 4 All cheſe conſequences are, we appre- 
hend, fairly deducible from the reſolution which 
his Pruſſian Majeſty took, at this juncture, to pre- 
cipitate a war with the Houſe of Auſtria. The 
apparent motives that prompted him to this meaſure 
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defenſive treaty between the Empreſs-Queen and 
France was no ſooner ratified, than the Czarina was 


| invited to accede to the alliance, and a private Mi- 


niſter ſent from Paris to Peterſburgh, to negociate 


the conditions of this acceſſion, which the Empreſs 


of-Ruſſia accordingly embraced : a-circumſtance ſo, 
agreeable to the court of Verſailles, that the Mar- 


quis de L. Hopital was immediately appointed Am- 


baſſador extraordinary. and Plenipotentiary to the 
court of Ruſſia. Applications, were likewiſe made 
to che courts of Madrid and Turin, ſoliciting their 
concurrence ; but their Catholick and Sardinian Ma- 


jeſties wiſely reſolved to obſerve a 1 8 pes At 


the fame time, intrigues were begun by the French 
emiſlaries in the ſenate. of Sweden, in order to. 


kindle up a war between that nation and Pruſſia; 
and their endeavours fucceeded in the ſequel, even 


contrary to the inclination of their Sovereign. -At 
preſent, a plot was diſcovered for altering the form of 
government, by increaſing the power of the Crown; 
and ſeveral perſons of rank being conyicted upon 
trial, were beheaded as ptincipals in this conſpiracy. 
Although it did not appear that the King or Queen 
were at all concerned in theſcheme, his Swediſh Ma- 


jeſty thought himſelf fo hardly treated hy the Diet, | 


that he threatened to reſign his royalty, and retire 
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into his on hereditary. dominions. This deſign 


was extremely diſagrecable to the people in Far d 
who elpouſed his Gale 1 oppoſition to the Diet, by 
whom they coniceived, themſelyes more oppreſſed 


than they"ſhouſd have been under, an unlimited 


monarchy. . CCC TTT 
l. The King of Pruffta, alarmed at theſe for- 


midable alliarices, ordered all his forces to be com- 
8 . 1 1 Sy Ws. 635-4, KN GALE VEL of * 
pleted, and held in readineſs to march at the friſt. 


notice; and a report was induſtriouſy circulated, 
chat by a ſecret article in the late "treaty between 


France and the Hufe of Auſtria, theſe two powers, 


B 3 | had 
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B of OK had: obliged themſelves to deſtroy the Proteſtant. 


1756, 


- 


Religion, and overturn the freedom of the Ee 
by a forced election of a King of the Romans. The, 
cry of Religion was no impolitick meaſure; bur It 
no longer produced the ſame effect as in times paſt. 
Religion, was made a pretence on both fides: forthe. 
partiſans of the Empreſs-Queen inſinuated, on 


1 


occaſions, that the ruin of the Catholick Rich in 


Germany, was the principal object of the new alliance 
between the Kings of Great-Britain and Pruſſia. 
It was in conſequence of ſuch ſuggeſtions, that his 
Britannick Majeſty ordered his electoral miniſter at 
the Diet, to deliver a memorial to all the miniſters at 
Ratiſbon, expreſſing his ſurpriſe to find the treaty 


he had concluded with the King of Pruſſia induſtri- 


ouſly repreſented as a ground of. re 
umbrage, eſpecially for religion. He obſeryed, that 


as France had made open diſpoſitions for invading 


the electorate of Hanover, and diſturbing the peace 


ol the Empire; that as he had been denied, by the 


prejudice to Religion, concluded a defenſive. treaty: 


done an eſſential ſervice to the Empreſs- 


Empreſs-Queen, the ſuccours ſtipulated in treaties 
of alliance; and as he was refuſed aſſiſtance hy cer- 
ta in States of the Empire, who even ſeemed diſ- 
poſed to favour ſuch a diverſion; he had, in order 
to provide for the ſecurity of his own dominions, to 
Eſtabliſh, peace and tranquillity. in the Empire, and 
maintain its ſyſtem and privileges, without any 


with the King of Pruſſia; that, by this inſtance of 
8 zeal for the welfare of Germany, he had 

een, 
and performed the part which the head of the | 
pire, in dignity and duty, ought to have, acted ; 
that time would demonſtrate how little it; was the 
intereſt of the Empreſs-Queen to engage in a ſtrict 
alliance with. a foreign power, which, for upwards. 


of twocenturies, had ravaged the principal provinces 


of the Empire, maintained repeated wars againſt 


the Archducal Houle of Auſtria, and always en- 


deavoured, 


GP 
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deavoured, as it ſuited her views, to excite diſtruſt C HAP. 
and diſſenſion among the Princes and States that .. 
compoſe the Germanick bod. * 
8 4H. The court in Vienna formed two conſide- 
rable armies in Bohemia and Moravia; yet pre- 
tended that they had nothing in view but ſelf- pre- 
ſervation; and ſolemnl diſclaimed both the ſecret 
article, and the deſign which had been laid to their 
charge. His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty declared, by 
his Miniſter at Berlin, that he had no other intention 
but to maintain the publick tranquillity of Europe; 
and; this being the ſole end of all his meaſures,” he 
beheld with ſurpriſe the preparations and armaments 
of certain potentates: that, whatever might be the 
view with which they were made, he was diſ 
to make uſe of the power which God had put into 
his hands, not only to maintain the publick peace 
of Europe againſt all who ſhould attempt to diſturb 
it, but alſo to employ all his forces, agreeably to 
his engagements, for the aſſiſtance of his ally, in 
caſe her dominions ſhould be attacked: finally, 
that he would act in the ſame manner in behalf of 
all the other powers with whom he was in alliance. 
This intimation made very little impreſſion upon 
the King of Pruſſia, Who had already formed his 
plan, and was determined to execute his purpoſe: - 
= V hat his original plan might have been; we ſhall 
| not pretend to diſcloſe; nor do we belicve he im- 
28 parted it to any confident or ally. It muſt be con- 
teſſed, however, that the intrigues of the court of 
Vienna furniſhed him with a ſpecious pretence 
for drawing the ſword, and commeneing haſtilities. 
The Empreſs- Queen had ſome reafon to be jealous 
of ſuch a formidable neighbour. She remembered 
his irruption into Bohemia, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and forty- four, at a time when ſhe 
thought that country, and all her other dominions, 
ſecure from his invaſion by the treaty of Breſlau, 
which ſhe had in no particular contravened. She 
8 B 4 caballed 
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and what were the intentions of 
' jeſty? To this demand the Empreſs replied, That 


prejudice of any perſon or ſtate whatever. The King, 
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BOOK caballed againſt him in different courts of Europe; 
II. he concluded a treaty with the Czarina, which, 
though ſeemingly defenſive, implied an intention of 
making conqueſts upon this monarch: ſhe endea- 
voured to engage the King of Poland, Elector of 


Saxony, as a contracting power in this confederacy; 
and, if he had not been afraid of a ſudden viſit from 
his neighbour of Pruſſia, it cannot be ſuppoſed but 
he would have been pleaſed to contribute to the 
humiliation of a Prince, who had once before, with- 
out the leaſt provocation, driven him from his do- 
minions, taken poſſeſſion of this capital, 'routed his 
troops, and obliged him to pay a million of crowns, 
to indernnify him for the expenſe of this expedition: 


but he carefully avoided taking ſuch a ſtep as might 


expoſe him to another invaſion, and even refuſed to 
accede tothe treaty of Peterſburgh, though it was ex- 
2 defenſive; the Caſus Federis being, his Pruſſian 
ajeſty's attacking either of the contracting parties. 
ears, however, that Count de Bruhl, prime 
miniſter and favourite of the King of Poland, had, 
in conjunction with ſome of the 3 * miniſters, 
carried on certain ſcandalous intrigues, in order to 
embroil the King of Pruſſia with the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, between whom a miſunderſtanding had long 
ſubſiſted. 20 


IV. His Pruſſian Majeſty, perceiving the mi- 
litary preparations of the court of Vienna, and 


having obtained intelligence of their ſecret negocia- 
tions with different powers of Europe, ordered M. 
de Klingraafe, his miniſter at the Imperial court, to 


demand whether all thoſe preparations of war, on 


the frontiers of Sileſia, were deſigned againſt him, 


in the preſent juncture ſhe had found it neceſſary to 
make armaments, as well for her own defence as for 
that of her allies; but that they did not tend to the 


er Imperial Ma- 


| , ; 4 ha. © : , ; * 
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far from heifit ſatisſied with this general anſwer, ſent © 
freſn orders to Klingraafe, to repreſent,” That after 
the king had difſembled; as long as he thought con- 
ſiſtent with his ſafety and honour, the bad deſigns 
| iniputed to the Empreſs would not ſuffer him longer 
to diſguiſe his Tentiments: tfiat he was acquainted 
with the offenſive projects which the two courts had 
formed at Peterſburgh; that he knew they had en- 
gaged to attack him ſuddenly with an army of two = - 
hundred thouſand men; à deſign which would have 
been executed in the ſpring of tlie year had not the 
Ruſſian forces wanted Tecruits, their fleet mariners, 


and Livonia a ſufficient quantity of corn for their 


ſupport; that he conſtituted the Empreſs arbiter of 


peace or war: if ſnhe deſired the former, he required 


a clear and formal declaration, or pofiti ve aſſurance, 


that ſne had no intention to attack him, either thi 
year or the next; but he ſhould look upon an am 


biguous anſwer as a declaration of war; and he 
calldrbleydtes to witneſs, that the Empfeſs alone 


would be guilty of the innocent blood that ſhould be 
ſpilt, and all the difmal-confequences” that would 
attend the commiſſion of hoſtilities. 


v. A declaration of this nature might have pro- | 
voked a leſs haughty court than that of Vienna, and, 


indeed, ſeems to have been calculated on purpoſe 
to exaſperate the pride of her Imperial Majeſty: 
whoſe anſwer he ſoon received to this effect: That 
his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia had already been em- 


ployed, for ſome time, in all kinds of the moſt con- 


ſiderable preparations of war, and the moſt᷑ diſquiet- 
ing with regard to the publick tranquillity when he 
thought fit to demand explanations of her Majeſty, 
touching the military diſpoſitions that were making 
in her dominions; diſpoſſtions on which ſhe had not 


reſolved till after the preparations of his Pruſſian 


Majeſty had been made ; that though her Macy 
might have declined explaining herſelf on thoſe 
ſubjects, which required no explanation, the had 

AIM been 


P? 


10 


BOOK been pleaſed to declare, with her own mouth, to M. 
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de Klingraafe, that the critical ſtate of publick affairs 
rendered the meaſures ſhe was taking abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary ſor her on ſafety, and that of her allies; 


but that, in other reſpects, they tended to the pre- 


judice of no perſon whatſoever : that her Imperial 
Majeſty Tbs a right to form what 
judgment ſhe pleaſed on the circumſtances of the 


times; and likewiſe that it belonged to none but 


ration was ſo clear, ſne never imagined it could be 


herſelf to eſtimate her own danger : that her decla- 


thought otherwiſe: that being accuſtomed to receive, 
as well as to practiſe, the decorums which —_ 
owe to each other, ſhe could not hear without aſto 

niſhment and ſenſibility the contents of the memo- 
rial now preſented by M. de Klingraafe; ſo extra- 
ordinary, both in the matter and expreſſions, that 
ſhe would find herſelf under a neceſſity of tranſgreſſing 
the bounds of that moderation which ſne had pre- 
ſcribed to herſelf; were ſhe to anſwer the whole of 
its contents; nevertheleſs, ſhe thought proper to 
declare, that the information communicated to his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, of an offenſive alliance againſt him, 
ſubſiſting between herſelf and the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
together with the circumſtances and pretended ſti- 
pulations of that alliance, were abſolutely falſe and 
forged, for no ſuch treaty did exiſt, or ever had 
exiſted, She concluded with obſerving, that this 
declaration would enable all Europe to judge of what 
weight and quality thoſe dreadful events were which 
Klingraafe's. memorial announced; and to perceive 
that, in any caſe, they could not be imputed to her 
Imperial Majeſty. This anſwer, though ſeemingly 


explicit, was not deemed ſufficiently jy $i or, 
che 


at leaſt, not ſuitable to the purpoſes of the King of 
Pruſſia, who by his reſident at Vienna, once more 
declared, that if the ne would ſign a 
3 aſſurance that ſhe would not attack his 
ruſſian Majeſty, either this year or the next, he 
| | would 


? 
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eſtored to their former footing. This demand was 
-vaded, on pretence that ſuch an aſſurance could not 
e more binding than the ſolemn treaty by whieh he 
Was already ſecured ; a treaty which the Empreſs- 
Queen had no intention to violate. But, before an 
anſwer could be delivered, the King had actually 
nvaded Saxony, and publiſhed his declaration againſt 
he court of Vienna. The court of Vienna believing 
that the King of Pruſſia was bent upon e 

Nas arms ſomewhere; being piqued at the di — 


illing to lay themſelves, under further 


onfident of having provided for their on ſecurity, 
reſolved to run the riſque of his reſentment, not 
ithout hopes of being indemniſied in the courſe 
of the war, ſor that part of Sileſia which the Queen 
had been obliged to cede in the treaty of Breſlau. 
$ VI. Both ſides being thus prepared, and per- 
haps equally eager for action, the King of Pruſſia 
would no longer ſuſpend his operations, and the 
ſtorm firſſ tell upon Saxony. He reſolved to pene- 
trate through that country into Bohemia, and even 
to take poſſeſſion of it as a frontier, as well as for 


the Auſtrian dominions. Beſides, he had reaſon to 
believe the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, was 
connected with the Czarina and the Empreſs-Queen; 
therefore, he thought it, would be impohtick to leave 
that Prince in any condition to give him the leaſt 
diſturbance; His army entered the Saxon territory 
towards the latter end- of Auguſt, When he publiſhed 
a declaration, importing, that the unjuſt conduct 
and dangerous views of the court of Vienna againſt 
his Majeſty's dominions laid him under the neceſſity 
of taking proper meaſures for protecting his terri- 
tories! and ſubjects; that for this p 
not forbear taking the diſagreeable reſolution to en- 

ec : ter 
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ould directly withdraw his troops, and let things be CHAP.” 


VI. 
— | 
1756. 


anner in which his demands 1 
pprebenſiye of giving umbrage to thrir allies, and 


the convenience of ingreſs and egreſs to and from 


ole he could 
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Majeſty the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony: but 
he proteſted before God and man; that on aceount 
of his perſonal eſteem and friendſhip for that Prince, 
he would not have proceeded to this extremity, had 


he not been forced to it by the laws of war, the 


fatality of the preſent conjuncture, and the neceſſity 
of providing for the defence and ſecurity of his ſub- 
jects. He reminded the publick of the tenderneſs 
with which he had treated the EHlector of Saxony, 


during the campaign of the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and forty- four, and of the bad conſequences 


reſulting to that Monarch from his engagements with 


| the enemies of * Pruſſia: He declared that the 


* 
w 


18. 
prehenſions of 2 expoſed again to — 2 | 
priſes, had obliged him to take thoſe precautions 
which prudence dictated: but he proteſted in the 
moſt folemn” manner, that he had no hoſtile views 
againſt his Poliſh Majeſty, or his dominions f that 
his troops did not enter Saxony as enemies, and he 
had taken care that they ſhould obſerve the beſt or- 
der, and the moſt exact diſcipline : that he deſired 
nothing more ardently, than the happy minute that 
ſnould procure him the ſatisfaction of reſtoring to 


his Poliſn Majeſty his hereditary dominions, which 


he had ſeized only as à ſacred depoſitum. © By his 


miniſter at Dreſden, he had demanded a free paſ- 


ſage for his forces through the Saxon dominions; 
and this the king of Poland was ready to grant, 
with reaſonable limitations, to be ſettled by cominiſ- 
ſaries appointed for that purpoſe. But theſe were 
formalities which did not at all ſuit with his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's diſpoſition or deſign. Even before this 
requiſition was made, a hody of his troops, amount- 
ing to fifteen thouſand, under the command of Prince 
Ferdinand, brother to the Duke of Brunſwick, took 
poſſeſſion of Leipſick on the twentieth day of Sep- 
teinber. Here he publiſned a declaration, ſigni- 


fying, that it was his Pruſſian Majeſty's intention to 
453 | 
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rate as if they were his own ſubjects; and that he 
had given preciſe orders to his troops to obſerve the 


moſt exact diſcipline. As the firſt mark of his af- 


fection, he ordered them to provide the army with 
all ſorts of proviſion, according to a certain rate, 


on pain of military execution. That ſame evening 
notice was given to the corporation of merchants, 


that their deputies ſnould pay all taxes and cuſtoms 
to the King of Pruſſia: then he took poſſeſſion of 
the cuſtom-houſe, and exciſe- office, and ordered the 
magazines of corn and meal to be opened for the 
uſe of his ſoldi ers. e | 


13 


conſider and defend the inhabitants of that Electo- C Ag P. 


7756. 


5 VII; The King of Poland: apprehenſive of ſuen 


a viſitation, had ordered all the troops of his electo- 
rate to leave their quarters, and aſſemble in a ſtrong 


camp marked out for them, between Pirna and Ko- 


nigſtein, which was entrenched, and provided with 
a numerous train of artillery. Thither the King of 


Poland repaired, with his two ſons Xaverius and 


Charles; but the * — and the reſt of the royal 
family remained at Dreſden. Of*this. capital his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, with the bulk of his army, took 
poſſeſſion on the eighth day of September, when he 
was Viſited by Lord Stormont, the Engliſh Ambaſ- 


ſador at that court, accompanied by Count Salmour, 


a Saxon miniſter, who, in his Maſter's name, pro- 


ſed a neutrality. The King of Pruſſia profeſſed 
imſelf extremely well pleaſed with the propofal ; 
and, as the moſt convincing proof of his neutrality, 
deſired he King of Poland would ſeparate his army, 


by ordering his troops to return to their former quar- 


ters, His Poliſh Majeſty did not like to be fo tu- 
tored in his own dominions: he depended for his 
own ſafety more upon the valour and attachment 
of his troops thus aſſembled, than upon the friend- 
ſhip of a BI who had invaded his dominions, 
and ſequeſtered his revenue without provocation; 
and he truſted too much to the fituationof his camp 

8 at 
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BOOK at Pirna, which was deemed im able. In the 
' WM. mean time, the King of Pruſſia fixed his head - quar- 
27" ters at Seidlitz, about half a German league diſtant 
75% from Pirna, and poſted: his army in ſuch a manner, 
| as to be able to intercept all 28 of proviſion 
deſigned for the Saxon camp: his forces extended 
on the right towards the frontiers of Bohemia, and 
the vanguard actually ſeized the paſſes that lead to 
the circles of Satzer and Leutmeritz, in that king- 
dom; while Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick marched 

with a body of troops along the Elbe, and took 2 
at this laſt place without oppoſition. At the ſame Wa 1 

time, the King covered his own dominions, by aſ- 
ſembling two conſiderable bodies in Upper and 
Lower Sileſia, which occupied the paſſes that com- 
municated with the circles of Buntzlau and Koningl. 
z. Hoſtilities were commenced on the thir- 
teenth day of September, by adetachmentof Pruſſian 
- Hulſſlars, who attacked an Auſtrian eſcorte to a con- 
voy of proviſions, deſigned for the Saxon camp; 
- and having routed them, carried off a conſiderable 
number. of loaded waggons. The magazines at 
Dreſden were filled with an immenſe quantity of 
2 and forage for the Pruſſian army, and the 
bakers were ordered to prepare a vaſt quantity of 
bread, for which purpoſe thirty new ovens were 
erected. . When the King of Pruſſia firſt arrived at 
Dreſden, he lodged at the houſe of the Counteſs 
Moczinſka; and gave orders that the Queen, and 
Royal Family of Poland, ſhould be treated with all 
due veneration and reſpect “: even while the Saxon 
3 —— DO 
of Vienna, who affirmed, that ſentinels were poſted within the er where 
the Queen and Royal Family reſided; as alſo at the door of the ſecret cabinet, 
where the papers relating to foreign tranſactions were depoſited. The 
keys of this cabinet where ſeized, and all the writings demanded. The 
whole Saxon miniſtry were diſcharged from their reſpective employments, 
and a new commiſſion was eſtabliſhed by the King of F Pruſſia for the admi- 
iſtration of affairs in general When the Queen NS —— 
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camp was blocked up on every fide, he ſometimes CHAP. 


permitted a waggon, loaded with freſh proviſion = 5 
1756. 


q . 


and game, to paſs unmoleſted, for the uſe of his 


Poliſh Majeſty. e | 0 

$ VUL. During theſe tranſactions, the greateſt 
part of the Pruſſian army advanced into Bohemia, 
under the command of Veldt-Mareſchal Keith “, 


who reduced the town and palace of Tetchen, toox 


poſſeſſion of all the paſſes, and encamped near Auſ- 


fig, a ſmall town in Bohemia, at no great diſtance 


from the Imperial army, amounting to fifty thou- 
ſand men, commanded by Count Brown, an officer 


of Iriſh extract, ho had often diſtinguiſhed himſelf 


in the field by his-courage, vigilance, and conduct. 
His Pruſſian Majeſty having left a conſiderable body 


of troops for the blockade of Pirna, aſſumed in per- 


ſon the command of Mareſchal Keith's. corps, and 
advanced. to give battle to the enemy. On the 
twenty ninth day of September he formed his troops 
in two columns, and in the enn arrived with his 
van at Wel mina, from whence he ſaw: the Auſtrian 


army poſted with its right at Lowoſchutz, and its 


remove the ſentinels poſted within the palace, and contiguous paſſages, agree 


= ably-to' his aſſurances, that all due reſpect ſhould be obſerved towards the 


Royal Family, the King ordered the guards to be doubled, and ſent an 
officer to demand of her Majeſty the keys of the ſecret cabinet. The Que 


obtained the officer's conſent, that the doors ſhould be ſealed up ; but 45 . 


terwards he returned with orders to break them open: then her Majeſty 
placing herſelf before the door, ſaid, he truſted ſo much to the promiſe of 
t of Pruſſia, that ſhe could wht believe he had given ſuch orders. 
The officer declaring that his orders were poſitive, and that he durſt not 
diſobey them, ſhe continued in the ſame place, declaring, that if violeace wa 

to be uſed, he muſt begin with her. The officer returning to acquaint the 
Ring wth what had paſſed; her Majeſty conjured the Miniſters of Pruſſia 
and England to remind his Majeſty of his promiſe ; but her repreſentatio 

had no effect the officer returned with freſh orders to uſe force, in ſpite of 


the oppoſition ſhe might make againſt it in n. The Queen, i 
2 8 gai perſo Qu ding 


in danger of her liſe, at length-withdrew : the doors were forced, th 
| cheſts broke open, and all the papers ſeized. ww! ER 3 


* Brother to the Earl Mareſchal of Scotland, a gentleman who had ſigna 
lized himſelf as a General in the Ruſſian army, and was accounted one 
the beſt officers of his time; not more admired for his warlike genius, than 
amiable in his diſpoſition. | | x . 


3 785 | left 


» N a A 
. * 
1 7 
- 8 1 2 
* 4 
2 


16 HISTORY Of ENGLAN Þ. 

229 K left towards the Egra. 3 oecupied with ſix 
* battalions a hollow way, and ſome riſing grounds, 
8 1 which commanded the town of Lowoſchutz, he re- 
5 mained all night under arms at Welmina; and on 
the firſt day of October, early in the morning, formed 
his whole army in order of battle; the firſt” line, 
conſiſting of che infantry, occupying two hills, and 

a bottom betwixt them; the ſecond line being 
formed of ſome battalions, and the third cem doe 
_- of the Whole cavalry; The Auſtrian General had 
taken poſſeſſion of Lowoſchutz, with a great body 
of infantry; and placed a battery of cannon in front 
of the town: he had formed his cavalry chequer- 
wiſe, in a line between” Lowoſchut#, and the village 
of Sanſchitz; and poſted about two thouſand Croats 
and irregulars in the vineyards and avenues on W 
right. The morning was darkened with, a thick 
fog, which vaniſhed about ſeven : then the Pruſſian 
cavalry advanced to attack the enemy*s horſe; but 
received ſuch a fire from the . in 
vineyards and ditches, as well as from a numerous 
artillery, that they were obliged to retire for pro- 
tection to the rear of the Pruſſian infantry and can- 
non. There, being formed, and led back to the 
charge, they made an impreſſion on the Auſtrian 
cavalry, and drove the irregulars, and other bodies 
of infantry, from the ditches, defiles, and vineyards 
uhich they poſſeſſed: but they ſuffered ſo ſeverely in 
this dangerous ſervice, that the King ordered them 
to re- aſcend the hill, and take poſt again behind the 
infantry, from whence they no more advanced. In 
the mean time, a furious cannonading was main- 
tained on both ſides with conſiderable effect. At 
length the left of the Pruſſian infantry was ordered 
to attack the town of Lowoſchutz in flank; but met 
with a very warm reception, and, in all likelihood, 
would have miſcarried, had not Veldt- Mareſchal 
Keith headed them in perſon: when he drew his 

my | | word, 
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vas given to underſtand, that all their powder and 
W ſhort were exhauſted; he turned immediately to ther 
with a cheerful countenance, ſaid he was very glad 
they had no more ammunition, being well aſſured 


ſuburbs on fire. The infantry had been already 
Wobliged to quit the eminence on the right; and now 
heir whole army retired to Budin, on the other fide 


Gm» 


1 BO Gas 
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Df cannon, were taken on both fides; and the loſs 
peach might amount to two thouſand five hundred 
killed and wounded : fo that, on the whole, it was 
drawn battle, though both generals claimed the 
Nrictory. The detail of the action, publiſhed at 
gerlin, declares, that the King of Pruſſia not on 
Nined the battle, but that fame day eſtabliſhed his 


Gk 


Mette affirms, that the Mareſchal Count Brown 
obliged his Pruſſian Majeſty to retire, and remained 
all night on the field of battle; but next day, finding 
his troops in want of water, he repaired to the cam 

of Budin. If the battle was at all deciſive, the ad- 


Majeſty, who, in all probability, had hoped to 
vinter at Prague, was obliged, by the oppoſition he 
met with, to reſign this plan, and retreat before win- 

ter into the electorate of Saxony. x. n 
CIX. The Pruſſian army . rejoined that 
body which had been left to block up the Saxons at 
& irna;-his- Poliſh Majeſty and his troops were re- 
duced to ſuch extremity of want, that it became in- 
liſpenſably neceſſary either to 2 eſcape, or 
Wurrender'to the King of Pruſſia. former part 
df the alternative was choſen, and the 
erred with Count Brown, the Auſtrian 
ho, in order to facilitate the execution, advanced 
Vol. IV. re A s private 


ſword,” and told them he would lead them on, he CHAP. 


f the Egra. me priſoners, colours, and pieces 


ead quarters at Lowoſchutz: whereas the Auſtrian 
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the enemy could not withſtand them at puſh of bay- 
Jonet; ſo ſaying, he advanced at their head, and, 
driving the Auſtrians from Lowoſchutz, ſet the 


antage certainly fell to the Auſtrians; for his Pruſſian 


n con- 
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SOD. rivately with a body of troops to Lichtendorf, neat 
handeau; but the junction could not be effected. On 
1 9 4 the fourteenth dayot October the Saxons threwa bridge 
of boats over the Elbe, near Konigſtein, to which 
caſtle they removed ali their artillery; then ſtriking 
their tents in the night, paſſed the river undiſcovered 
by the enemy. They continued to retreat with all 
poſſible expedition; but the roads were ſo bad, they 
made little progreſs. Next day, when part of them 
had advanced about half way up a hill oppoſite to 
Konigſtein, and the reſt were entangled in a ee 
plain, where there was no room to act, they 
ceived that the Pruſſians were in poſſeſſion of all he 
paſſes, and found themſelves ſurrounded on every 
fide, fainting with hunger and fatigue, and deſtitute 
of every convenience. this deplorable condition 
they remained, when the King of Poland, from the 
fortreſs of Konigſtein, ſent a letter to his general, 
the Veldt-Mareſchal Count Rutowſki, ve him 
with full and diſcretionary power to ſu or 
take ſuch other meaſures as he ſhould judge moſt 


conducive to the preſervation of the officers and 4 
ſoldier :. en in time Look es ns, e to 
* / 13 | - Budin, . 
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lt is not without etreme ſorrow Tunderſtand the ane ſituation 
Which a chain of misfortunes has reſerved tor you, the reſt of my generals, 
and my whole army; büt we muſt acquieſce in the diſpenſations of Frovi- 
dence, and conſole ourſelves with the rectitude of our ſentiments and inten- 


tions. They, would force me, it ſeems;; as you give me to underſtand by 


Major General the 2 50 de Dyherrn, to Cube to conditions t more ſc- 


vere, in proportion as the circumſtances become more necefſi TIL cannot 
hear them mentioned. Ian a free monarch; ſuch I will — fuck Lil 
die; and I will both live and die with honour. The! * of my army 1} 
wholly to your Hire Let your Council of Wer determine 1 
you muſt ſurrender priſoners of war, fall by the frrord, or die by famine. 
your gone, if poſſible 70 3 humanity ; Whatever 
= be, — have vx aaa "og e declare vou hall not * 
wera aught but one nam to carry artis againſt m 
or * ll ay God may have Jeu, . Mareſchal in his holy keep- 
Gines af n the ade 1756. 
-* AUGUSTUS; Rex.“ 


Te the Velde-Mareſchal the Count kara #2 40% 
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Nadin, ſo that there was no choice left. A capitu- 
on was demanded: but, in effect, the whole 
Faxon army was obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion: 
Wind the ſoldiers were afterwards, by compulſion, in- 
rated with the troops of Bzafſia. The King 
f Poland being thus deprived of his electoral domi- 

ions, his ;- arms, artillery, and ammunition, 
Whought it high time to provide for his own ſafety, 
Wnd' retired! with all expedition to Poland. His 
WP ruffian Majeſty cantoned his forces in the neigh- 
Wourhood of Seidlitz, and along the Elbe towards 
BDreſden. His other army, which had entered 
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Wchwerin, retired to the confines of the county of 
Wlatz, where they were diſtributed in quarters of 
Wantonment ; ſothatthis ſhort campaign was finiſhed 
y the beginning of November. | 
W $X. The King of Poland, in his diſtreſs, did 
ot fail to implore the aſſiſtance and mediation of 


_ 
Lond 
> 


Wncutral powers. His miniſter at the Hague, pre- 
Hented a memorial to the States-General, complain- 
ns, that the invaſion of Saxony was one of thoſe 
Wattacks agginſt the law of nations, which, from the 
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on liberty and independency. He obſerved, that 
om the. firſt glimpſe of miſunderſtanding between 


; 234 
— K 
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ie courts of Vienna and Berlin, he had expreſsly 
ae, njoined his Miniſters at all the courts of Europe to 
%. eclare, that it was his firm reſolution, in the preſent 


PE 


onjuncture of affairs, to obſerve the ſtricteſt neu- 
ality, He repreſented that a free and neutral 


wil ate had been; in the midſt of peace, invaded by 
In enemy, who diſguiſed himſelf under the maſque 
ine, of friendſhip, without alledging the leaſt complaint, 
Te or any pretenſion whatſoever; ; Op founding himſelf 


ſolely on his own convenience, made himſelf maſter, 
by armed force, of all the cities and towns of the 
lectorate, diſmantling 12 and fortifying 7 5 : 

| ; 1 c 
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Bohemia, under the command of the Count de 


reat reſpect due to this law, demanded the aſſiſtance 
f every power intereſted in the preſervation of its 


20 


BOOK that he bad diſarmed the Burghers; carried off the 
II. - Magiſtrates as hoſtages for the payment of unjuſt 
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and enormous contributions of provi ſions and forage ;' 
ſeized the coffers, confiſcated the revenues of the 
Electorate, broke open the arſenals, and tranſported 


the arms and artillery to his own town of Magde 


burgh; aboliſhed the Privy-council, and, inſtea 
of the lawful government, eſtabliſhed a directory, 


which acknowledged no other law but his on arbi- 


2 will. He gave them to underſtand, that all 
theſe proceedings were no other than preliminaries to 
the unheard- of treatment which was reſerved: for a 


Quern, whoſe virtues ought to have commanded = 
reſpect, even from her enemies: that, from tho 


hands of that auguſt princeſs, the archives of the 
ſtate were forced away by menaces and violenges, 
notwithſtanding the ſecurity which her Majeſty had 


—.— herſelf under the protection of all laws, 


man and di vine; and notwithſtanding the repeated 
aſſurances given by the King of Pruſſia, that not 
only her perſon, and the place of her reſidence, 
ſhould be abſolutely ſafe, but that 3 Pruſſian 
garriſon ſhould be under her direction. Heobſerved, 


that a Prince who declared himſelf protector of the 


Proteſtant religion had begun the war, by cruſhing 
the very ſtate to which that religion owes its eſta- 
bliſhment, and the preſervation of its moſt invalu- 
able rights: that he had broke through the moſt re- 
ſpectable laws which conſtitute the union of the Ger- 
manick body, under colour of a defence which the 
Empire ſtood in no need of, except againſt himſelf: 
that the King of Pruſſia, while he inf 

entered Saxony as a friend, demands his army, the 
adminiſtration of his dominions, and, in a word, 
the ſacrifice of his whole electorate; and that the 


Pruſſian directory, in the declaration of motives, 


publiſhed under the noſe of a Prince to whom friend- 
hip was pretended, thought it ſuperfluous to alled 


even any pretext, to colour the uſurpation of his 
* R territories 
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territories and revenues Though this was certainly CHAP. 
the caſe, in his Pruffian Majeſty's firſt expoſition of VI. 
motives, the omiſſion was afterwards' ſupplied, 'in . 
a ſubſequent memorial to the States-General; in 
which he gg the King of Poland, as an ac- 
complice in, it not an acceſſary to, the treaty of 
Peterſburgh; andeventaxed him with having agreed 
to a 1 hp of ſome Pruſſian territories, when they 
ſhould be conquered. This treaty of partition 
however, appears to have been made in time o 
actual war, — all cauſe of diſpute was removed | | 
by the peace of Dreſden. © A 12 = 
I XI. While the Auſtrian and Pruſſian armies | 
were in the field, their reſpective Miniſters were not | 
idle at Ratiſbon, where three Imperial decrees were 
publiſhed againſt his Pruſſian Majeſty : the firſt; 
moning that prince to withdraw his troops from 
the electorate of Saxony: the ſecond, commanding 
all rhe vaſſals of the Empire employed by the King 
of Pruſſia to quit that ſervice immediately; and the 
third, forbidding the Members of the Empire to 
' ſuffer any levies of ſoldiers, for the Pruſſian ſervice, 
to beraiſed within their reſpective juriſdictions. The 
French miniſter declared to the diet, that the pro- 
ceedings of his Pruſſtan Majeſty having diſcloſed to 
the world the project concerted between that prince 
and the King of England, to excite in the Empire 
a religious war, which might be favourable to their 
particular views, his moſt Ghriftian Majeſty, in con- 
Fe of his engagement with the Empreſs- 
Queen, and many other princes of the Empire, be- 
ing reſolved to ſuecour them in the moſt efficacious 
manner, would forthwith ſend ſuch a number of 
troops to their aid, as might be thought neceſſary to 
preſerve the liberty of the Germamick body. On 
the other hand, the Pruſſian Minifter aſſured the 
diet, that his maſter would very ſoon produce the 
fs that were come to his hands of the plan con- 
certed by the courts of Vienna and Dreſden, for the 
1 ſubverſion 
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BOOK ſubverſion of his electoral houſe, and for. impoſing 


upon him a. yoke, which ſeemed to threaten. the 


1756, whole Empire. | F 
XII. About the ſame time, the Ruſſian reſident, 


at the Hague commuicated to the States-General 
a declaration from his miſtreſs, importing, that her, 
Imperial Majeſty having ſeen a memorial preſented 
at the court of Vienna by the King of Pruſſia's en- 
voy extraordinary, was thereby convinced that his 
Pruſſian Majeſty's intention was to attack the terri- 
tories of the Empreſs-Queen ; in which caſe, ſhe 
(the Czarina) was inevitably obliged to ſuccour her 
ally with all her forces; for which end ſhe had or- 


dered all her troops in Livonia to be forthwith af... 


ſembled on the frontiers, and hold themſelves in 


readineſs to march: that, moreover, the Ruſſian 


Admiralty had been enjoined to 2 immedi- 
ately a ſufficient number of gallies for tranſportinga 
large body of troops to Lubeck. The Miniſters of 
1 Empreſs-Queen, both at the Hague and at 

ndon, delivered memorials to the States-General 
and his Britannick Majeſty, demanding the ſuccours 
which theſe two powers were bound to afford the 
Houſe of Auſtria by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle; 
but their High Mightineſſes kept warily aloof, by 
dint of evaſion, and the King of Great Britain was 
far otherwiſe engaged.. The invaſion of Saxony 
had well nigh produced tragedies in the royal family 
of France. The Dauphineſs, who was far advanced 


in her pregnancy, no ſooner learned the diſtreſsful 


circumſtances of her parents, the King and Queen 
of Poland, than ſhe was ſeized with violent fits 
which occaſioned a miſcarriage, and brought her life 
into the moſt imminent danger. The Pruſſian Mi- 
niſter. was immediatly ordered to quit Verſailles ; 
and directions were diſpatched tothe French Miniſter 
at Berlin, to retire from that court without taking 
Jeave. Finally, the Emperor of Germany con- 
cluded a new convention with the French King, re- 


gulating 
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gulating theſuccoursto be derived from that quarter: C ae 


claimed, in all the uſual forms, the aſſiſtance of 
the Germanick body, as guarantee of the prag- 
matick ſanction and treaty of Dreſden; and Sweden 
was alſo addreſſed on the ſame ſubject. 
XIII. The King of Pruſſia did not paſſively 
bear all the imputations that were fixed upon his con- 
duct. His Miniſter at the Hague preſented a me- 
morial, in anſwer to that of the Saxon reſident, in 
which he accuſed the court of Dreſden of having 
adopted every part of the ſcheme which his enemies 
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had formed for his deſtruction. He affirmed that 


the Saxon Miniſters had, in all the courts of Europe, 
played off every engine of unwarrantable ae 
in order to pave the way for the execution of their 


project: that they had endeavoured to give an 


odious turn to his moſt innocent actions: that they 
had ſpared neither malicious inſinuations, nor even 
the moſt atrocious calumnies, to alienate all the 


world from his Majeſty, and raiſe up enemies againſt 


him every where. He ſaid, he had received infor- 
mation that the court of Saxony intended to let his 
troops paſs freely, and afterwards wait for events of 
which they might avail themſelves, either by joining 
his enemies, or making a diverſion in his domi- 
nions: that in ſuch a ſituation he could not avoid 
having recourſe to the only means which were left 
— preventing his inevitable ruin, by putting it 
out of the power of Saxony to increaſe the 3 
of his enemies. He aſſerted, that all the meaſures 
he had purſued in that electorate were but the neceſ- 


ſary conſequences of the firſt reſolution he was forced 


to take for his own preſervation: that he had done 
nothing but deprived the court of Saxony of the 
means of hurting him ; and this had been done with 
all poſſible moderation: that the country enjoyed all 
the ſecurity andall the quiet which could be expected 


ſerving the moſt exact diſcipline: that all due reſpect 
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in the very midſt of peace, the Pruſſian troops ob- 
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reſt, together with the original documents adduced 
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was ſhown to the Queen of Poland, who had been 
prevailed upon, by the moſt ſuitable repreſentations, 
to ſuffer ſome pu to be taken from the Paper 
Office, of 2 is Pruſſian Majeſty already had 
copies; and thought it neceſſary, to aſcertain the 
dangerous deſign of the Saxon miniſtry againſt him, 
to ſecure the originals; the exiſtence and reality of 
which might otherwiſe have been denied. He ob- 
ferved, that every man has a right to prevent the 
miſchief with which he is threatened, and to retort 
it upon its author: and that neither the conſtitutions 
nor the laws of the empire could obſtruct the exer- 
tion of a right ſo ſuperior to all others as that of 
ſelf-preſervation and ſelf-defence ; eſpecially when 
the —— of theſe laws is ſo cloſely united to 
the enemy, as manifeſtly to abuſe his power in her 


favour. | | | 

- \ XIV. But the moſt important ſtep which his 
Pruſſian Majeſty took in his own juſtification, was 
that of publiſhing another memorial, ſpeeifying the 
conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony, and 
their dangerous deſigns againſt his perſon and inte- 


as proofs of theſe ſiniſter intentions. As a know- 
ledge of theſe pieces is requiſite to form a diſtin 
idea of the motives which produced: the dreadful 
war upon the continent, it will not be amiſs to uſher 
the ſubſtance of them to the reader's acquaintance. 
His Pruſſian oy affirms, that to arrive at the 
ſource of the vaſt plan upon which the Courts of 
Vienna and Saxony had been employed againſt him 
ever ſince the peace of Dreſden, we muſt trace it as 
far back as the war which preceded this peace: that 
the fond hopes which the two allied courts had con- 


ceived upon the ſucceſs of the campaign in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-four, gave 
occaſion to a treaty of eventual partition, ſtipulating 


that the Court of Vienna ſhould poſſeſs the duchy of 
Sileſia and the county of Glatz; while the King of 


Poland, 
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of Magdeburgh and Croiſſen; the circles of Zulli- 
chow and Swibus, together with the Pruſſian part of 
Luſatia: that after the peace of Dreſden,” concluded 
in the year one thouſand ſeven: hundred and forty- 
five, there was no further room for a treaty. of this 


nature: yet the court 'of Vienna ſed to that 


of Saxony a new alliance, in which the treaty of 


eventual partition ſhould be renewed: but this laſt 


thought it neceſfary, in the firſt place, to give a 
greater conſiſtency to their plan, by grounding it 
upon an alliance between the Empreſs-Queen and 
the Czarina. Accordingly, theſe two powers did, 
in fact, conclude a defenſive alliance at Peterſburgh 
in the courſe of the enſuing year: but the body, or 
oſtenſible part of this treaty, was.compoſed merely 
with a view to conceal from the knowledge of the 

ublic ſix ſecret articles, the fourth of which was 
Jevelled ſingly againſt Pruſſia, according to the exact 
copy of it, which appeared among the documents. 


In this article, the Empreſs-Queen of Hungary and 


Bohemia ſets our with a proteſtation, that ſhe will 


religiouſly obſerve the treaty of Dreſden : but ex- 


— her real way of thinking upon the ſubject, a 
ittle lower, in the following terms: “If the Kin 
« of Pruſſia ſhould be the firſt to depart from this 
& peace, by attacking either her Majeſty the Em- 
*-preſs-Quecn of Hungary and Bohemia, or her 
* Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, or even the Re- 
«publick of Poland; in all theſe caſes, the rights 
* of the Empreſs-Queen to Silefia, and the county 
„ of Glatz would again take place, and recover 
te their full effect: the two contracting parties 
* ſhould mutually aſſiſt each other with lix 

«ſand men to atchieve theſe conqueſts.” The 
King obſerves upon this article, that every war 


which can ariſe between him and Ruſſia, or the 


Republick of Poland, would be looked upon as a 


manifeſt infraction of the peace of Dreſden, and a 
aner. revival 
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all civilized nations, the moſt the court of Vienna 
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revival of the rights of the Houſe of Auſtria to Sile- 
ſia ; though neither Ruſſia nor the Republick of 
Poland is at all-concerned in the treaty of Dreſden; 
and though the latter, with which the King lived in 
the moſt intimate friendſhip, was not even in alli- 
ance with the court of Vienna: that, according to 
the principles of the law of nature, received among 


could be authoriſed to do in ſuch caſes, would be to 
ſend thoſe ſuccours to her allies which are due te 
them by treaties, without her having the leaſt pfe- 
tence on that _—_— en 2 from the par- 
ticular engagements ſubſiſting between her and the 
King: he appealed, therefore, to the judgment o 
the impartial world, whether in this ſecret article 
the contracting powers had kept within the bounds 
of a defenſive alliance; or whether this article did 
not rather contain a plan of an offenſive alliance 
2 ſt the — of. Pruſſia. He affirmed it was 
obvious, from this article, that the court of Vienna 
had prepared three pretences for the recovery of 
Sileſia; and that ſhe thought to attain her end, 
either by provoking the King to commence hoſtili- 
ties agal f her, or to kindle a war between his 
Majeſly and Ruſſia, by her ſecret intrigues and ma- 
chinations : he alledged that the court of Saxony, 
being invited to accede to this alliance, eagerly ac- 
cepted the invitation; furniſhed its miniſters at 
Peterſburgh with full powers for that purpoſe ; and 
ordered them to declare that their maſter was not 
only ready to accede to the treaty itſelf, but alſo to 


the ſecret article againſt Pruſſia; and to join in the 
regulations made by the two courts, ided effec. 


tual meaſures ſhould be taken, as well for the ſecu- 
rity of Saxony, as for its indemnification and recom-. 
pence, in proportion to the efforts and progreſs that 
might be made: that the court of Dreſden declared, 
if upon any freſh attack from the King of Pruſſia the 
Empreſs-Queen ſhould, by their aſſiſtance, not only 
FO TE reconquer 
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reconquer Sileſia, and the county of Glatz, but & NT 
alſo reduce him within narrow bounds, the King 
of Poland, as Elector of Saxony, would abide by 5 
the partition formerly ſtipulated between him and 
the Empreſs- Queen. He alſo declared that Count 
Loſs, the Saxon Miniſter at Vienna, was charged 
to open a private negociation for ſettling an even- 
partition of the conqueſt which 8 be made 
on Pruſſia, by laying down, as the baſis. of it, the 
treaty of Leipſick, raed on the eigthteenth day of 
May, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty-five, as would appear by the documents affixed. 
He owned it had been ſuppoſed, through the whole 
of this negociation, that the King,of Pruſſia ſhould 
be the aggreſſor againſt the Court of Vienna; but 
he- inſiſted, that even in this caſe the King of Po- 
land could have no right to make conqueſts on his 
Pruſſian Majeſty. He likewiſe acknowledged, that 
the Court of Saxony had not yet acceded in form 
to the treaty of Peterſburgh ; but he obſerved, its 
allies were given to underſtand again and again, that 
it was ready to accede without reſtriction, whenever 
this could be done without riſque; and the advan- 
tages to be gained ſhould be ſecured in its favour : 
circumſtances proved by divers authentick docu- 
ments, particularly by a letter from Count Fleming 
to Count de Bruhl, informing him that Count Uhle.. 
fie ld had charged him to repreſent afreſh to his court, 
that they could not take too ſecure meaſures againſt 
the ambitious views of the King of Pruſſia; that 
Saxony, in particular, ought 45 cautious, as be- 
ing the moſt expoſed : that it was of the higheſt 
importance to ſtrengthen their old engagements, 
upon the footing propoſed. by the late Count de 
rrach, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and forty- five; a ſtep which might be taken on oc- 
caſion of his Poliſh Majeſty's acceſſion tothe treaty 
ol Peterſburgh. The anſwer of Count Bruhl to this 
diſpatch imported, That the King of Poland was 
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BOOK not averſe to treat in the utmoſt ſecrecy with the 

Court of Vienna about ſuccours, by 2 and 
ou 


confidential declarations relating to the fourth ſecret 
article of the treaty of Peterſburgh, on condition of 
reaſonable terms and advantages, which in this caſe 
ought to be granted to his Majeſty. He quoted 


other diſpatches to prove the unwillingneſs of his 


Poliſh Majeſty to declare himſelf, until the King of 


Pruſſia ſhould be attacked, and his forces divided; 


and that this ſcruple was admitted by the allies of 
Saxony. From theſe premiſes he deduced this infe- 
rence, that the Court of Dreſden, without having 
acceded in form to the treaty of Peterſburgh, was 
not leſs an accomplice in the dangerous deſigns 
which the Court of Vienna had grounded upon this 
treaty ; and that having been diſpenſed with from a 
formal concurrence, it had only waited for that mo- 
ment when it might, without running any great 
riſque, conquer in effect, and ſhare the ſpoils of its 
neighbour. In expectation of this period, he ſaid, 
the Auſtrian and Saxon miniſters laboured in con- 
cert and underhand with the more ardour, to brin 

the Ca/us Federis into exiſtence; for it being lai 

down as a principle in the treaty, that any war what- 
ever between him and Ruſſia would authoriſe the 


Empreſs-Queen to take Sileſia, there was —_— | 


more to be done but to kindle ſuch a war; for which 
purpoſe no method was found more proper than that 
of embroiling the King with the Empreſs of Ruſſia; 
and to provoke that Princeſs with all ſorts of falſe 
inſinuations, impoſtures, and the moſt atrocious 
calumnies, in laying to his Majeſty's charge a variety 

f Ruſſia, and even the 


nd, and ſometimes intrigues in Sweden, By theſe 
and other ſuch contrivances, he affirmed they had 


kindled the animoſity of the Empreſs to ſuch a de- 
| Bree, that in a council held in the month of Octo- 


in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty-three, _ had reſolved to attack the King of 


Pruſſia, 
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ſhould fall — the allies of Ruſſia, or one 
of them ſhould begin with him: a refolution which 


for that time was ruſtrated by their want of ſeamen. 
and magazines; butthe "3 09957 4 were continued 


retence of keeping ſelves in a condition 
ata their engagements, contracted in the laſt 
ſubſidiary convention 8 land; and when all 
vere finiſhed, che ſtorm woul fall on the King by 
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SXV. This Pup the Andes of chat e me- 


morial publiſhed by his Pruſſian Majeſty, to which 
the; juſtify ing pieces or authentic documents were 
e rerb. war to * ro e r 
exhib the part 0 mperial Majefty. 
Spec ious reaſons may, doubtleſs, be adduced on 
either ſide of almoſt any diſpute, by writers of inge- 
nuity: but, in examining this conteſt, it muſt be 
allowed, that both ſides ed illicit 
The Empreſs-Queen and the rof Saxony had 
certainly a right to form defenſive treaties ſor their 
oun preſervation; and, without all doubt, it was 
their- intereſt and their duty to ſecure nb 
from the enterpriſes of ſych a formidable neighbour 
but, at the ſame time the contracting pa 7 — 
to have carried their views much Gather) than defen- 
five meaſures; Perhaps the Court of Vienna conſi- 
e. eee the * romp Sileſia as a circumſtance 
pulſive, and, therefore, not binding 
che rghts of nairal eq ty. She did not at all doubt 
that King of Praſa would be tempted by his 
ik we pr nor pu th to take ſome ſtep 
which might nterpreted into an infraction 
— uae A and in that caſe ſne was 
determined to avail herſelf of the confederacy ſhe 
had formed, that ſhe might retrieve the countries 
ſhe had loſt. by the unfortunate events of the laſt 


war, as well as bridle the dangerous power and dif. 


Tan * and, in all pro- 
bability, 
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BOOK bability, the King of Poland, over and abovę the 
II. fymeconfideration, was deſitous of ſome indemni- 
cation for the laſt irruption into his electoraldomi- 
375% nions, and the great ſums he had paid for the ſubſe- 
quent peace. Whether they were authoriſed by the 

w of nature and nations to make repriſals by an 
opting him of the cauntriesthey might conquer, 


ſup him to be the aggreſſor, we ſniall not pre- 
— 5 to determine: but it does not at all appear, 
that his Pruſſian Majeſty's danger was ſuch as enti- 
tled him to take thoſe violent ſteps which he now 
attempted to juſtify. By this time the flame of war 
was kindled up to a blaze that ſoon filled the empire 
with ruin and deſolation ; and the King of Pruſſia 
had drawn upon himſelf the reſentment of the three 
greateſt powers in Europe, who laid aſide their for- 
mer animoſities, and every conſideration of that 
balance which it had coſt ſuch blood and treaſure to 
2323 in order to conſpire his deſtruction. The 
ing himſelf could not but foreſee this , 
and Tacky the power it might exert: but probab 
he confided ſo much in the number; the valour, 
and diſcipline of his troops; inthe ſkill of hisofficers; 
in his own conduct and activity; that he hoped to 
cruſh the Houſe of Auſtria by one rapid endeavour 
at the latter end of the ſeaſon, or at eſtabliſn 
himſelf in Bohemia, before her allies could move to 
her aſſiſtance. In this hope, however, he was diſ- 
pang by the vigilance of the Auſtrian councils. 
efound the Empreſs- Queen ina chndition to make 
head againſt him in every avenue to her dominions; 
and in a cj» of being aſſiſted by the circles of 
the Empire. He ſaw himſelf threatened with the 
| _— of the Ruſſian Empreſs, and the ſword 
of France oe er his head, without any pro- 
ſpect: of aſſiſtance but that Which he might derive 
his alliance with Great-Britain. Thus the 
King of England exchanged the alliance of Ruſſia, 
who was his ſubſidiary, and the friendſhip of the 
iche Empreſs- 
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connection with his Pruſſian Majeſty, who could 
neither act as an auxiliary to Great - Britain, nor as 
a protector to Hanover; and for this connection, 
the advantage of which was merely negative, ſuch a 
price was paid by England as had never been given 
by any other Potentate of Europe, even for ſervices 
of the greateſt importance. 090090 oo 


S $XVL. About the latter end of November, the 


Saxon Miniſter at Ratiſbon delivered ts the diet a 


Empreſs-Queen, his old and natural ally, for a new CHAP: 


Zr 
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new and ample memorial, explaining the lament- 


able ſtate of that electorate, and imploring afreſh 
the aſſiſtance of the empire. The King of Pruſſia 
had alſo addreſſed a letter to the diet, demanding 
ſuccour of the ſeveral States, agreeably to their gua- 


tantees of the treaties of Weſtphalia and Dreſden : 


but the Miniſter of Mentz, as director of the diet, 


having refuſed to lay it before that aſſembly, the 


Miniſter of Brandenburgh ordered it to'be printed, 
and ſent to his Court for further inſtructions. In 
the mean time his Pruſſian Majeſty thought * 
to intimate to the King and Senate of Pol that 


ſhould the Ruſſian troops be permitted to march 


through that kingdom, they might expect to ſee 
2 country m 3 _ of r eee 
n France, the of a genera ina 
war did not at A y the diſturbance which f 5 
from the diſſention between the Clergy and Parlia- 
ment, touching the bull Unigenitus. The King 
— again brought over to the eccleſiaſtical ſide of 
the diſpute, received a brief from the Pope, laying 


it down as a fundamental article, that whoſoever 


refuſes to ſubmit to the bull Unigenitus is in the 
way of damnation: and certain caſes are ſpecified, 
in which the ſacraments are to be denied. The 
Parliament of Paris, conſidering this brief or bull as 
a direct attack upon the rights ofthe Gallican church, 
iſſued an arret or decree; ſuppreſſing the ſaid bull; 


reſerving to themſelves the right of 9 
Fe | < e 
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BOOK the inconveniences with which it might be attended; 

Wk as well as the privilege to maintain in their full 

* force the prerogati ves of the Crown, the power and 

2 of the Biſhops, the liberties of the Gal- 

llluean church, and the cuſtoms of the realm. The 

| diſſatisſied with their interpoſition, declared 

| to hold a bed of juſtice in perſon at the 

E55 Accordingly, on the twelſth day of Novem- 

the whole body of his guards, amounting to 

ten thouſand men, took poſt in the city of Paris: 
and next day the King repaired with the uſual cere- 
mony to the palace, where the bed of juſtice was 
held: among other regulations, an edict was iſſued 
for ſuppreſſing the fourth and fifth chambers of in- 

the members of which had remarkably diſ— 
tinguiſhed themſelves by their oppoſition to che bull 

Un enitus. 

F XVII. In England, che dearth of corn, arifing 
in a great meaſure from the iniquitous practice of 
engroſſing, was ſo ſeverely felt by the common pe- 
that inſurrections ne raiſed in pn, — and 
- Warwickſhire by the populace, in-conu with 

the colliers. who feized by violence all the proviſion 

they could find; gin without diſtinction the 
millers, farmers, — and butchers, until they 
were diſperſed by the gentlemen of the country, at 
the heads of their tenants and dependants. Diſor- 
ders: of the ſame nature were excited by the coltiers 
on the foreſt, of Dean, and thoſe employed in the 
works in Cumberland. The corporations, noble- 
men, and gentlemen, in different parts of the king- 

| dom, exerted themſelves for the relief of the poor, 

who were greatly diſtreſſed-; and a grand coancit 

deing aſſem ry St. James's on the fame ſubject, 

vp proclamation was publiſhed, for putting the 

in ſpeedy and eh — ͤ — che b. 

an and engroſſers of cor. 

XVIII. fear of an — . — 


fabled, ad Pier being ſuppoſed —— 
5 5 
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danger than Great-Britain, the auxiliaries of that CHAP. 
electorate were tranſported from England to their 


on country. At the latter end of the ſeaſon, when 
the weather became ſevere, the innkeepers of Eng- 
land refuſed to admit the Heſſian ſoldiers into win- 


ter quarters, as no proviſion had been made for that 


purpoſe by act of Parliament; ſo that they were 
obliged to hut their camp, and remain in the open 
fields till January: but the rigour of this uncom- 


fortable ſituation was ſoftened by the hand of gene- 


rous charity, which liberally ſupplied them with all 
manner of refreſhment, and other conveniencies; 
an humane interpoſition, which reſcued the national 
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character from the imputation of cruelty and ingra- 


titude. $99 "36 | 
XIX. On the ſecond day of December, his 
Majeſty opened the ſeſſion of Parliament with a 

eech that ſeemed to be dictated by the genius of 


:ngland. ' He expreſſed his confidence, that, under 
COTS of divine Providence, the union, for- 
titude, 


and affection of his people would enable him 


to ſurmount all difficulties, and vindicate the dig- | 


nity of his crown againſt the ancient enemy of 
Great-Britain. He declared, that the ſuccour and 


1213 of America conſtituted a main object of 


is attention and ſolicitude; and obſerved, that the 
growing dangers to which the Britiſh colonies might 
nd expoſed, from late loſſes in that country, de- 


manded reſolutions of vigour and diſpatch. He 


ſaid, an adequate and firm defence at home ſhould 
maintain the chief place in his thoughts ; and in this 


great view he had nothing ſo much at heart as to 
remove all grounds of diſſatisfaction from his peo- 


ple: for this end, he recommended to the care and 
diligence of the Parliament the framing of a national 


militia, planned and regulated with equal regard to 
the juſt rights of his crown and people; an inſtitu- 
tion which might become one good reſource in time 


of general danger. He took notice that the unna- 
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lick; and it was their duty to lay the burthens they 


in conſequence of this unhappy conjunction, might, 
by irruptions of foreignarmies eee ae | 
its conſtitution, overturn its ſyſtem, and threaten 
oppreſſion tothe Proteſtant intereſt on the continent, 
were events which muſt ſenſibly affect the minds of 
the Britiſh nation, and had fixed the eyes of Europe 
on this new and dangerous crifis. He gave them to 
underſtand that the body of his oral troops, 
which were brought hither at the deſire of his Par- 
liament, he had now directed to return to his do- 
minions in Germany, relying with pleaſure on the 
fpirit and zeal of his people 


, in defence of his perſon 
and realm. He told the Commons that he confided 
in their wiſdom, for preferring more vigorous: ef- 
forts, though more expenſive, to a leſs effectual, and 
therefore leſs f plan of war; that he had placed 
before them the dangers and neceſſities of the pub- 


ſhould judge unavoidable in fuch a manner as 


| would leaft diſturb and exhauſt his people. He ex- 


preſſed his concern for the ſufferings of the poor, 
ariſing from the preſent dearth of corn, and for the 
diſturbances to which it had given riſe; and exhort- 
ed his Parliament to conſider of proper. proviſions 
for preventing the like miſchiefs hereafter. He con- 
cluded with remarking, that unproſperous events of 
war in the Mediterranean, had drawn from his ſub.. 
jects ſignal proofs how dearly they tendered the 
honour of his crown; therefore, they could not; 
on his part, fail to meet with juſt returns of unwea- 
ried care, and unceaſing endeavours for the glory, 
proſperity, and happineſs of his le. poet 
8 & The King having retired from the Houſe 
of Peers, the ſpeech was read by Lord Sandys, ap- 
inted to act as Speaker to that Houfe;z then Earl 
wer moved for an addreſs, which, however, was 


not carried without objection. In one part of it his 


Majeſty was thanked for having . cauſed a body ob 
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eledtoral.troops to come into England at the requeſt CHAP, | 


of his Parliament; and this article was ee 3 


to thoſe ho had diſapproved of the requeſt in the 


laſt ſeſſion. They ſaid they wiſhed to ſee the pre- 


ſent addreſs unanimouſly agreed to by the Lords; 
a ſatisfaction. they could not have, if ſuch a para- 
ſhould be inſerted: for they ſtill thought the 
inging over Hanoverian troops a 1 
ure; becauſe it had not only loaded the nation 
with an enormous expenſe, but alſo furniſhed the 
Court of France with a plauſible pretence for in- 
vading the electorate, which otherwiſe it would 
1 re; reaſon . _— the ers | 
tent was int tion e 
in general, and ſuch a . be conſi- 
dered as an inſult on the people. Notwithſtanding 
theſe exceptions, which did not ſeem to be very 
important, the addreſs, including this paragraph, 


was approved by a great majority. | 
7 FXXL In the addreſs of the Commons no ſuch 
e was inſerted. As ſoon as the Speaker 
recited his Majeſty's ſpeech, Mr. C. Townſhend 
propoſed the heads of an addreſs, to which the Houſe 
unanimouſly agreed; and it was preſented accord- 
ingly. This neceſſary form was no ſooner diſcuſſed, 
than the Houſe, with a warmth of humanit and 
benevolence ſuitable to ſuch an aſſembly, reftred 
itſelf into a committee, to deliberate on that part of 
his Majeſty's ſpeech which related to the dearth of 
corn that ſo much diſtreſſed. the poorer claſs: of 
propte- A bill was immediately framed to prohi- 
it, for a time limited, the exportation of co 
malt, meal, flour, bread, biſcuit, and ſtarch; 
a reſolution unanimouſly taken to addreſs the Sove- 
reign, that an embargo might be forthwith laid upon 
all ſhips laden or to be laden with theſe commodi- 
ties to be exported from the ports of Great- Britain 
and Ireland. At the ſame time, Vice Admiral Boſ- 
eawen, from the Board of Admiralty, informed the 
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diſſatisfied. with the conduct of Admiral Byng;'in'a 
late action with the French fleet in-the-Mediterra- 
nean, and for the appearance of His not havi 

acted agreeably to his inſtructions for the relief 

Minorca, he was then in cuſtody of the Marſhal of 
the Admiralty, in order to be tried by à court- 
martial: that although this was no more than what 
was uſual in like caſes, yet as Admiral Byng was then 
a member of the Houſe, and as his confinement 
might detain him ſome time from his duty there} 
the Board of Admiralty thought it a reſpect due to 


the Houſe to inform them of the commitment and 


detainer of the ſaid Admiral. This meſſage being 


delivered, the journal of the Houſe in relation 


to Rear Admiral Knowles “ was read, and what 
Mr. Boſcawen now communicated was alſo in- 
ſerted. 1 B : ent 

$ XXII. The committees of ſupply, and of ways 
and means, being appointed, took mto conſideration 
the neceſſities of the ſtate, and made very ap 


| FS. i T1 ACU EIT SHI ed 
7 Rear-Admiral Knowles being, in the month of December, / one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſorty-nine, tried at Deptford, before 
court-martial, for his behaviour in and relating to an action which 
happened on the firſt day of October in the preceding year, between a 
Britiſh ſquadron under his command, and à ſquadron of Spain, the 
Court was unanimouſly of opinion, that the ſaid Knowles, while he 
was ſtanding ſor the enemy, might, by a different diſpoſition of | his 
4quadron, have begun the attack with fix ſhips. as early in the day as 
four of them were engaged; and that, therefore, by his neglecti 
ſo to do, he gave the enemy a manifeſt' advantage: that the ſaid 
Knowles remained on board the. ſhip Cornwall with his flag, after ſhe 
was dilabled from continuing the action, though he might, upon her 
being diſabled, have ſhifted his flag on board another ſhip ;' and the 
Court were unanimouſly of opinion, he ought. to have done ſo, in or- 
der to have conducted and directed, during the whole action, the mo- 
tions of the ſquadron entruſted to his care and conduct. Upon conſi- 
deration of the whole conduct of the ſaid Knowles. relating to that 
action, the Court did unanimonſly agree that he fell under part of the 
ſourteenth article of the Articles of War, namely, the word Ne- 
gence, aud no other; and alſo under the twenty-third article 
he Court, therefore, unanimouſly adjudged, that he ſhould be repri- 
manded for not bringing up the ſquadron in cloſer order than -he 
and not beginning the attack with as great ſorce as he 8 have 
done; and alſo for not "Thifting his flag, upon the Cornwall's being 
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war with vigour. They granted fifty-five'thouſand 
men for the ſoa: ſervide” del ing eleven thouſand 
four hundred and nineteen marines; and for the 
land-ſervice forty-nine'thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty-nine effective men, comprehending four thou- 
ſand and eight invalids. The ſupply was granted 
for the maintenance of theſe forces, as well as for 
the troops of Heſſe and Hanover; for the Ordnance; 
the levy of new regiments; for aſſiſting his Majeſty 
in forming and maintaining an army of obſervation, 


for the juſt and neceſſary defence and preſervation'of 


his electoral dominions, and thoſe of his allies ; and 
towards enabling him to fulfil his engagements with 
the King of Pruſſia ; for the ſecurity of the Empire 
againſt the eruption of foreign * armies, as well as 
for the ſupport of the common cauſe; for building 
and repairs of ſhips, hiring tranſports, payment of 
half- pay officers, and the penſions of widows; for 
enabling his Majeſty todiſcharge the like ſum, raiſed 
in purſũance of an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, and charged upon the firſt aids, or ſup- 
plies to be granted in this ſeſſion, for enabling he 
governors and guardians of the hoſpital for the 
maintenance and education of pee een 
young children to receive all ſuch children, under a 
certain age, as ſhould be brought to the ſaid hoſpi- 
tal within the compaſs of one year ; for maintain- 
ing and ſupporting the new ſettlement of eue 
r DAT Scotia; 


* Nothing could more gloriouſly evince the generoſity of a Britiſh Par- 
liament than this 8 for defending the liberties of Germany, in 
conjunction with two EleQtors only, againſt the ſenſe of the other ſeven, 
and in direct oppoſition to the meaſures taken by the Head of the Empire, 
who, in the ſequel, ſtigmatiſed theſe two Princes as rebels, and one 
of them as an out-law, N 
+ This charity, eſtabliſhed by voluntary contribution, might, under 
prope reſtrictions, prove beneficial to the commonwealth, by reſcuing 

eſerted children from miſery and death, and qualifying them for being 
ſerviceable members of the community; but ſince x liberality of Par- 
liament hath enabled the governors and, corporation to receiye all the 
children chat are preſented, without queſtion Dan the yearly 
expenſe hath ſwelled into a {4 grievance, and the humane pur- 
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for making good his Majeſty's I with 

r the expenſe 
of marching, recruiting, and remounting German 
troops in the pay of Great- Britain; for empower- 
ing his Majeſty to defray any extraordinary ex- 
penſes of the war, incurred or to be incurred for 
the ſervice of the enſuing year, and to take all 
ſuch meaſures as might be neceſſary to diſappoint 
or defeat any enterpriſes or deſigns of his enemies, 
as the exigency of affairs ſhould require; for the 
payment of ſuch perſons, in ſuch a manner as his 
Maveſty ſhould direct, for the uſe and relief of his 
ſubjects in the ſeveral provinces of North and 
South Carolina and Virginia, in recompence for 
ſuch ſervices as, with the approbation of his Ma- 


jeſty's commander in chief in America, they re- 


ſpectively had performed, or ſhould perform, either 
by putting theſe provinces in a ſtate of defence, or 
by acting with vigour againſt the enemy; for 
enabling rhe Eaft-India Company to defray the 


expenſe of a military force in their ſettlements, to 


be maintained in them, in lieu of a” battalion of 


his 2 forces withdrawn from thoſe forts 


and factories; for the maintenance and ſupport 
of the forts on the coaſt of Africa; for widening 
the avenues, and rendering more ſafe and commo- 
dious the ſtreets and paſſages leading from Charing- 
croſs to the two Houſes of Parliament, the Courts 


of Juſtice, and the new Bridge at Weſtminſter . 


Such 


1 


poſes of che original inſtitution are, in a great meaſure, defeated. Inſtead 


of an aſylum for poor forlorn orphans and abandoned foundlings, it is be- 
come a general reccptacle for the off-ſpritig of the diſſolute, who care not 
to work for the maintenance of their families. The hoſpital itfelf is a plain 
edifice, well contrived for economy and convenience, ſtanding on the 


north fide of the city, and a little detached from it, in an agreeable and ſalu- 


brious ſituation. The hall is adorned with ſome intings, the chapel 
is elegant, and the regulations are admirable. NO IPRS | 
The bridge at Weſtminſter may be conſidered as, a nati 


. ornament, 
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Such were the articles under which we may ſpecify CHAP. 
the ſupplies of this year, on the whole amounting to | 
eight millions three hundred fifty thouſand three eee | 
hundred and twenty-five pounds, nine ſhillings * 
and three-pence. It muſt be acknowledged, for the 
honour of the Adminiſtration, that the Houſe of 
Commons could not have exhibited ſtronger marks 

of their attachment to the crown and perſon of 

heir Sovereign, as well as of their deſire to ſee the 

orce of the nation exerted with becoming ſpirit. 

The ſums granted by the committee of ſupply did 
not exceed eight millions three hundred fifty thou- 
ſand three hundred twenty-fivepounds, nine ſhillings 
and three-pence ; the funds eſtabliſhed amounted to 
eight millions fix hundredeighty-ninethouſand fifty- 
one pounds, nineteen ſhillings, and ſeven-pence; ſo 

that there was an overplus of three hundred thirty- 
eight thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-ſix wv 
ten ſhillings, and four-pence ; an exceſs which was 
thought neceſſary, in caſe the lottery, which was 
founded on a new plan, ſhould not ſucceed,  _ 
..$XXIIL Some of theſe impoſitions were deemed 
ieyous hardſhips by thoſe upon whom they imme- 

CE: cely fell; and many friends of their country ex- 
claimed againſt the projected army of obſervation in 
Germany, as the commencement of a ruinous con- 
tinental war, which it was neither the intereſt of the 
nation to undertake, nor in their power to maintain, 
without ſtarving the operations by ſea, and in Ame- 
rica, founded on Britiſh principles; without con- 
tracting ſuch an additional load of debts and taxes, 
as could not fail to terminate in bankruptcy and 
diſtreſs. To thoſe dependants of the miniſtry, who 
obſerved, that as Hanover was threatened thence 
for its, connexion with Great-Britain, it ought, in 
common gratitude, to be protected, they replied, 


Hall to the oppaſite fide of the river, and conſiſts of thirtcen arches, con- 
RruQed with equal elegance and fimplicit x. e 
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a regard to its own 1 : that, if the King of 
England enjoyed by inheritance,” or ſueceſſion, a 
province in the heart of France, it would be equally 
abſurd and unjuſt, in caſe of a rupture with that 
kingdom, to exhauſt the treaſures of Great. Britain 
in the defence of ſuch a province; and yet the in- 
habitants of it would have the fame 9 1 to com- 


plain that they ſuffered for their connexion with 


ngland. They obſerved, that other dominjons, 
electorates, and principalities in Germany were ſe- 
cured by the conſtitutions of the Empire, as well as 
by fair and equal alliances with their co-eſtates; 
whereas Hanover ſtood ſolitary, like a hunted deer 
avoided by the herd, .and had no other ſhelter but 
that of ſhrinking under the extended ſhield of Great- 
Britain: that the reluctance expreſſed by the Ger- 


man Princes to undertake the defence of theſe do- 


minions flowed from a firm perſuaſion, founded on 
experience, that England would interpoſe as a prin. 
cipal, and not only draw her ſword againſt the ene- 
mies of the electorate, but concentrate her chief 
ſtrength in that object, and waſte her treaſures in 


purchaſing their concurrence; that, excluſive of an 


ample revenue drained from the ſweat of the people, 
great part of which had been expended in continen- 
ral efforts; the whole national debt incurred, fince 


the acceſſion of the late King, had been contracted | 


in purſuance of meaſures totally foreign to the in- 
tereſt of theſe kingdoms : that, fince Hanover was 
the favourite object, England would fave. money, 
and great quantities of Britiſh blood, by allowin 
France to take poſſeſſion of the electorate, 2 
its ranſom at the peace, and indemnify ing the inha- 
bitants for the damage they might ſuſtain; an expe- 
dient that would be productive of another 
conſequence; it would rouſe the German princes 
from their affected indifference, and oblige them to 
exert themſelves with yigaur, in order to * 
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the deteſted neighbourhood of ſuch an enterpriſing CHAP: 


inder 10 OI 37 72 ne wh e ly 
XXIV. The article of the ſupply relating to 
the army of obſervation took fle hows a meſſage ou” 
ſigned by his Majeſty,” and preſented by Mr. Pitt, | 
now promoted to the office of Principal Secretary of 
State; a gentleman who had; upon ſundry occafions, 
combated the gigantick plan of continental con- 
nexions with all the ſtrength of reaſon, and all the 
wers of eloquence. He now imparted” to the 
Hiouſe an intimation, 1 rting, It was always with 
reluctance that his Majeſty aſked extraordinary ſup- 
po of his people; but as the united councils, and 
ormidable preparations of France and her allies 
threatened Europe in general with the moſt alarming 
conſequenee ; and as theſe unjuſt and vindictive de- 
ſigns were particularly and immediately bent againſt 
his Majeſty's electoral dominions, and thoſe of his 
good ally, the King of Pruſſia, his Majeſty confided 
in the experienced zeal and affection of his faithful 
Commons, that they would chearfully aſſiſt him in 
forming and maintaining an army of obſervation, 
for the juſt and neceſſary defence and preſervation of 
thoſe territories, and enable him to fulfil his en- 
gagements with his Pruſſian Majeſty, for the ſecurity 
of the Empire againſt the irruption of foreign ar- 
mies, and for the ſupport of the common cauſe. 
Poſterity will hardly believe, that the Emperor and 
all the Princes in — were in a conſpiracy 
_ their country, except the King of Pruſſia, the 
lector of Hanover, and the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel; and they will, no doubt, be ſurpriſed, that 
Great - Britain; aſter all the treaties ſhe had made, 
and the numberleſs ſubſidies the had granted, ſhould 
not have an ally left, except one prince, ſo embar- 
raſſed in his own affairs, that he could grant her no 
ſuccour, whatever aſſiſtance he might demand. The 
King's meſſage met with as favourable a 2 
as he could have deſired. It was read in the 


- 


of 


ds of Commons, together with a copy of the treaty be- 
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tween his Majeſty and the King of Pruſſia, including 
the ſecret and e article, and the declaration 
 ſfignedoneach fide by the Plenipotentiaries at Weſt- 
minſter ; the requeſt was granted, and the conven- 
tion approved. With equal readineſs did they gra- 
tify his Majeſty's inclination, fignified in another 
meſſage, delivered on the ſeventeenth day of May, 
by Lord Bateman, intimating, That, in this critical 
juncture, emergencies might ariſe of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and be attended with the moſt pernicious 
conſequences, if proper means ſhould-not be imme- 
diately applied to prevent or defeat them; his Ma- 
jeſty was, therefore, deſirous that the Houſe would 
enable him to defray any extraordinary expenſes of 
the war, incurred or to be incurred for the ſervice of 
the current year; and to take all ſuch meaſures as 
might be neceſſary to diſappoint or defeat any enter- 
priſes or deſigns of his enemies, as the exigency of 
affairs might require. The committee of ſupply 
forthwith granted a very large ſum fortheſe es, 
including the charge of German mercenaries. A 
like meſſage being at the ſame time communicated 
to the Upper Houſe, their lordſhips voted a very 
loyal addreſs upon the occaſion; and when the article 
of ſupply, which it produced among the Commons, 
fell under their inſpection, they unanimouſly agreed 
to it, by way of a e of appropriation. 

S XXV. We have already obſerved, that the fi 

bill which the Commons paſſed in this ſeſſion, was 
forthe relief of the poor, by prohibiting the expor- 
tation of corn; but this remedy not being judged 
adequate to the evil, another bill was framed, re- 
moving, for a limited time, the duty then payable 
upon foreign corn and flour imported; as alſo per- 
mitting, for a certain time, all ſuch foreign corn, 
grain, meal, bread, biſcuit, and flour, as had been 
or ſnhould be taken from the enemy; to be landed 
and expended in the kingdom duty free. In _ 
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ſtill more to reduce the high price of corn, and to CHAP: 


prevent any ſupply of fons from being ſent to 


our enemies in America, a third bill was braught | 


in, prohibiting, for a time therein limited, the ex- 
ortation of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, 
biſcuit, ſtarch, beef, pork, bacon, or other victual, 
from any of the Britiſh plantations, unleſs to Great- 
Britain or Ireland, or from one colony to another. 
To this act two clauſes were added, for allowi 
thoſe neceſſaries, mentioned above, to be importec 
in foreign built ſhips, and from any State in amit 
with his Majeſty, either into Great-Britain or Ire. 


land; and for ex d e Southampton or Exe- 
n, 


ter to the Iſle of the uſe of the inhabitants, 
a quantity of wheat, barley, oats, meal, or flour, 
not exceeding two , five hundred quarters. 
The Commons would have ſtill improved their hu- 
manity, had they contrived and eſtabliſhed ſome 


effectual method to puniſh thoſe 'unfeeling villains, 


who, by engroſſing and hoarding up great quantities 
of grain, had created this artificial ſcarcity, and de- 
prived their fellow- creatures of bread, with a view 
to their own private advantage. Upon a ſubſequent 


report of the Committee, the Houſe reſolved, that, 


to prevent the high price of wheat and bread, no 
ſpirits ſhould be diſtilled from wheat for a limited 
time. While the bill, formed on this reſolution, 
was in embryo, a petition was preſented tothe Houſe 
by the brewers of London, Weſtminſter, Southwark, 
and parts adjacent, repreſeriting; that, when the re- 
ſolution paſſed, the price of malt, which was before 
too high, immediately roſe to ſuch a degree, that the 
petitioners found themſelves utterly incapable of 
carrying on bufineſs at the price malt then bore, oc- 
caſio as they conceived, from an apprehenſion 
of the neceſſity the diſtillers would be under to make 
ule of the beſt pale malt, and ſubſtitute the beſt har- 
ley in lieu of wheat: that, in ſuch a caſe, the markets 
would not be able to ſupply a ſufficient quantity of 


barley 


. 
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BO OK barley. for the demands of both profeſſions, beſides 
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other neceſſary uſes : they, therefore, prayed; that 


in regard to the publick revenue, to which the 
 ?757* |tradeofthe petitioners ſo largely contributed, pro 


Jols, and relieving- their icular diſtreſs. The 


meaſures might be taken jor preventing the oublick 


Houſe would not lend a deaf ear to a remonſtrance 
in which the revenue ee | tr Roy 
inted-to prepare the bill immediately receiv 

iftructions — viſion in it to reſtrain, for a 
limited time, the di Wing of barley, malt, and all 
rain. whatſoever. The bill was framed 3 
did not paſs without ſtrenuous oppoſition. To 
this prohibition it was objected, that there are al- 
ways large quantities of wheat and barley in the 
kingdom fo much damaged, as to be unfit for any 
uſe but the diſtillery, conſequently a' reſtriction of 
this nature would ruin many farmers, and. others 
employed in the trade of malting. Particular in- 
tereſts, however, muſt often be ſacrificed to the 
welfare of the community; and the preſent diſtreſs 
prevailed over the proſpect of this diſadvantage. If 
they had allowed any ſort of grain to be diſtilled, it 
would have been impoſſible to prevent the diſtilling 
of every kind. The prohibition was limited to two 
months; but at the expiration of that term, the 
ſcarcity ſtill continuing, it was protracted by a new 
bill to the eleventhday of December, with a proviſo, 
empowering his Majeſty to put an end to it at any 
time after the eleventh day of May, if ſuch a ſtep 
ſhould be judged for the advantage of the kingdom. 
$XXVL -The next bill that engaged the atten- 
tion of the Commons was a meaſure of the utmoſt 
national importance, though ſecretly diſliked by 
many individuals of the legiſlature; who, neverthe- 
leſs, did not venture to avow their diſapprobation. 
The eſtabliſnment of a militia was a very popular 
and deſirable object, but attended with numberleſs 
difficulties, and a competition of intereſts which it 
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wasmpoſſible'to reconcile. It had formerly been CHAP. 


an inexhauſtible ſource of contention between the 
Cron and the Commons: but now both apparently 
concurred in rendering it ſerviceable to the common 
wealth, though ſome acquieſced in the ſcheme, 


who were not atiall' hearty in its favour- On tue 


fourth day of December, à motion was made for the 
bill, by Colonel George 'Townſhend, eldeſt ſon of 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, a gentleman of courage, 


ſenſe, and probity; endued with penetration to diſ- 
cern and honeſty to purſueq the real intereſt of his 


country,” in defiance of power, in conterpr of pri- 
vate advantages. Leave being given to bring in a 


bill ſor the better ordering of the militia forces in 


the ſeveral counties of England, the taſł of prepar- 
ing it was allotted to Mr, 'Fownſhendj and a conſi- 
derable number of the moſt able members in the 
Houſe, comprehending his on brother, Mr. Charles 
GEES, whoſe — 2 ſhone with ee e 2 

e: he was keen, diſcerning, eloquent, and ac- 
curate; poſſeſſed a e vivacity of parts, 
with a ſurpriſing ſolidity of underſtanding; was a 


wit without arrogance; a patriot without prejudice, 


and a courtier without depen dance. 


XXVII. While themilitia bill remained under 


conſideration in the Houſe, a petition for a conſti- 
tutional and well regulated militia was prefented by 
the mayor; jurats, and — the King's 
town and pariſh of Maidſtone in Kent, in common 
council aſſembled. At the ſame time remonſtrances 
were offered by the proteſtant diſſenting miniſters of 
the three denominations in and about the cities of 


Eondon and Weſtminſter; by the proteſtant diſ- 


1 
e 
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ſenters of Shrewſbury; the diſſenting miniſters of 


Devonſhire; the proteſtant diſſenters, being free- 


buolders and burgeſſes of the town, and county of 
the town of Nottingham, joined with other inha- 


bitants of the church of England, expreſſing their 


apprehenſion, that, in the Bill chen ing, ir 
rit | might 
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nok might be propoſed to enact, that the me 
UL ſhould be exerciſed on the Lord's day, co 
. 1 called nana and praying that no elauſe for ſuch 
might paſs into a law. Though nothing 
ild be more- ridiculouſly fanatick and umpertinent 
than a declaration, of ſuch a ſcruple againſt a prac- 
tice ſo laudahle and neceſſary, in a country —_ 
that day of the week is generally ſ 8 
ing, riot, and debauchery, the ſi 
to the ſqueamiſh conſciencesoft . — 
cal petitioners, that Monday was pitched forthe 
day of exerciſe to the militia, though on ſuch work- 
ing days they m ht be much more profitably em- 
ployed, both for themſelves and their country: and 
that no religious pretence ſhould be left for * — 
the progreſs and execution of the bill; proper clauſes 
were inſerted for the relief of the CREE Another 
petition and counter-petition were delivered by the 
magiſtrates, frecholders, and burgeſſes of the town 
of — Se in relation to their particular fran- 
3 2 ane, e 4 co dered:in __ 
— ie bi 
$XXVIIE After mature ek an, ond - at 
alterations, it paſſed the Lower-Houſc, and was 
ſent to the $ for their concurrence: | here it un- 
derwent ſeveral amendments, one of which was the 
reduction of the number Ui on 
of what the Commons had ſed; namely, to 
thirty-two thouſand three hu and buns men for 
| | the whole kingdom of England and Wales. The 
= amendments being canvaſſed in the Lower-Houſe, 
| met with ſome oppoſition, and divers conferences 
with their - Lordſhips enſued : at length, however, 
the two Houſes agreed to every article, and the bill 
ſoon received the royal ſanction. No proviſion, 
however, was made for clothes, arms, accoutrements, 
and pay: had regulations been made for theſe m_ 
poſes, the act would have become a'money-bill 
which the Lords could have made no amendment : T 
in * 
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in order therefore, to prevent any difference be- 
tween the two Houfes, on a diſpute of privileges not 
yet determined, and that the Houſe of Peers might 
make what amendments they ſhould think expedi- 
ent, the Commons left the expenſe of the militia 
to be regulated in a ſubſequent bill, during the fol- 
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lowing ſeſſion, when they could, with more certainty, 


compute what ſum would be neceffary fortheſe pur- 
poſes. After all; the bill ſeemed to be crude, im- 
perfect, and ineffoctual, and the oters of /it 
were well aware of its defects; but they were appre- 
henſive that it would have been dropped altogether, 


had they inſiſted the ſcheme's being executed 


portunity of trying an experiment, which migh! 

— M be bu greater national Fe. ry 
tage; and, therefore, they acquieſced in many re- 
ſtrictions and alterations, which otherwiſe would not 
have been adopted. De 1 2 
'$ XXIX. The next meaſure that fell under the 
conſideration of the Houſe was rendered neceſſary 
by the inhoſpitable perſeverance of the publicans 
and inn-holders, who conceived themſelves not 
obliged by law to receive or give quarters in their 


in its full extent. They were eager to ſeiſe this in 


houſes to any foreign troops, and accordingly re- 


fuſed admittance to the Heſſian auxiliaries, whobe- 
gan to be dreadfully incommoded by the ſeverity of 
the weather. This objection implying an attack 
upon the p ive, the Government did not think 
fit, at this juncture, to diſpute any other way, than 
by procuring a new law in favour of thoſe foreigners. 
It was intituled, 4 A bill to make —_— for 
«<-quartering the foreign troops now in this king- 
4 * — ed by Lord Barrington, the Chan. 
cellor of the — and the Solicitor-General, 


and immediately paſſed without oppoſition. This 
ſtep being taken, another bill was brought in, for 


the regulation of the marine- forces while on ſhore. 


T ! of the wanting, with 


& 2. TL 2 


, OO this material difference: it empowered the Admi- 
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III. ralty- to grant commiſſions for holding general 


* courts-martial, and to do every thing, and in the 
2757 ſame manner, as his Majeſty is empowered to do 


oy the uſual mutiny- bill; conſequently, every clauſe 
Was ado ted without queſtion. £11 sinn 1.050 ©! 
S XXX. The ſame favourable reception was 

given to a bill for the more ſpeedy and effectual re- 

Cruiting his Majeſty's land forces and marines; 2 
law which threw. into the hands of many worthleſs 
magiſtrates an additional power of oppreſſing their 
fellow creatures: all juſtices of the peace, conimiſ- 
ſioners for the land-tax, magiſtrates of corpora- 


tions and boroughs, were e to meet by 
direction of the Secretary at War, communica! 
in precepts iſſued by the high ſheriffs, or their depu- 
ties, within their reſpective diviſions, | and at their 
ulual place of meeting, to qualify themſelves forthe 
execution of the act: then they were required to 
appoint the times and places for their ſucceeding 
meetings; to iſſue. precepts to the proper officers for 
theſe ſucceeding meetings; and to give notice of the 
time and place of every wrong You ſuch military. 
officer, as, by. notice from the Secretary at War, 
ſhould be directed to attend that ſervice. The an- 
nual bill for preventing mutiny and deſertion met 
with no objections, and indeed contained nothing 
eſſentially Jifferent from that which had paſſed in 
the laſt ſeſſion. The next law enacted, was, for 
further preventing embezzlement of goods and ap- 
parel, by thoſe with whom they are entruſted, and 
purting a hop to the practice of gaming in publick 
10uſes. By this bill a penalty was inflicted on-pawn- 
brokers, in a ſummary way, for receiving goods; 
| knowing them not to be the property of the pledger, 
and pawacd without the authority of n 


goods, without leave of the owner, — — in the penalty Ne 


IF, 


"> It was enacted, that perſons paw 


8111 


8322232281887 F822 78 254 


E 
-s 


IIA 


” 


38888 375888378 


— 


5 


. f m ̃⅛ wN a. Alice. 


G r OR E I 


49 


With reſpect to gaming, the act ordained, that all C HAP. 


publicans ſuffering journeymen, labourers, ſervants,” 
or apprentices to game with cards, dice, ſhuffle- 
boards, miſſiſſippi, or billiard tables, ſkittles, nine- 
pins, &c. ſhould forfeit forty ſhillings for the firſt 
offence, and for every ſubſequent offence ten pounds 
ſhall be levied by diſtreſ . 57 
S XXXI. Divers inconveniences having reſulted 
from the interpoſition of juſtices, who, in purſuance 
of an act of Farliament paſſed in the preſent reign, 
aſſumed the right of eſtabliſhing rates for the pay= 
ment of wages to weavers, ſeveral petitions were 
offered to the Houſe of Commons, repreſenting the 
evil 1 of ſuch an eſtabliſhment; and 
although theſe arguments were anſwered and op- 

d in counter-petitions, the Commons, actu- 
ated by a laudable concern for the intereſt of the 
woollen manufacture, aſter due deliberation removed 
the grievance by a new bill, ing ſo much of 
the Ermer act as empowered Juſtices of the Peace 
to make rates for the payment of wages“. The 


ſhillings; and, on non-payment, be committed for fourteen to 
1 afterwards, if the money could not then be paid, 1 45 f 
publickly in the houſe of correction, or ſuch other place as the juftice of the 
e ſhould appoint, on publication of the proſecutor : that every pawn« 
— ſhould make entry of the perſon's name and place of abode who 
pledges any with him ; and the pledger, if he required it, ſhould have 
a duplicate of that entry: that a pawnbroker, receiving linen or apparel 
entruſted to others to be waſhed or mended, ſhould forfeit double the ſum 
lent upon it, and reſtore the goods : that oath of any perſon whoſe 


are unlawfully pawned or exchanged, the juſtice ſhould iſſue a warrant 


5 ſearch the ſuſpected perſon's houſe; and upon refuſal of admittance the 
officer might break open the door: that goods pawned for any ſum not 
exceeding ten pounds might be recovered within two years, the owner 
making oath of the pawning, and tendering the principal intereſt, and char - 
ges : that goods remaining unredeemed for two years ſhould be forfeited 
and ſold, the overplus to be accounted ſor to the owner on demand. | 


It likewiſe imported, that all contracts or agreements made between 
clothiers and weavers, in reſpect to wages, ſhould, from and after the firſt 
of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven, be valid, 
notwithſtanding any rate eſtabliſhed, or to be eſtabliſhed 3 but that theſe 


contracts or agreements ſhould 12 only to the actual prices or _ : 
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Commons were not more forward to provide ſup. 

plies for proſecuting the war with-vigour, than ready 

to.adopt new regulations for the 7 of trade 
the 


and manufactures. The ſociety of ree Britiſh 
fiſhery preſented a petition, alledging, that they had 
employed the ſum of one hundred thirty thouſand 
three hundred and five pounds, eight ſhillings, and 


ſix-pence, together with the entire produce of their 


fiſh, and all the monies ariſing from the ſeveral 
branches allowed on the tonnage of their ſhipping, 


and on the exportation of their fiſh, in carrying on 


the ſaid fiſhery; and that, from their being obliged, 
in the infancy of the undertaking, to incur a much 
larger expenſe than was at that time foreſeen, they 
now found themſelves ſo far reduced in their ind, 
as to be utterly incapable of further proſecuting the 
fiſheries with-any hope of ſucceſs, unleſs indulged 
with the further aſſiſtance of Parliament. They 
prayed, therefore, that, towards enabling them to 
carry on the ſaid fiſheries, they might have liberty 
to make uſe of ſuch nets as they thould find beſt 
adapted to the ſaid fiſheries; each buſs, neverthe- 
leſs, carrying to ſea the ſame quantity and depth of 
netting, -which, by the fiſhery- acts, they were then 
bound to carry: that the bounty of thirty ſhillings 
per ton, allowed by the ſaid acts on the veſſels em- 
ployed in the fiſhery, might be increaſed and for- 
aſmuch as many of the ſtock-proprietors were un- 


able to advance any further ſum for proſecuting this 


branch of commerce; and others unwilling in the 
preſent ſituation. and under the preſent reſtraints, to 
riſque any further ſum in the undertaking ; that the 
ſtock of the ſociety, by the ſaid acts made unalien- 
able, except in caſe of death or bankruptcy, for a 
Aer nge and vt 6 th pomen thr fn ay ke 

the weaver the wages or price agreed on, in money, within two days 


. Ether this work thoals be yortiemed int deboared the thine being demand- 
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ed, ſhould forfcit ſorty ſhillings for every ſuch offence, 


term 
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term of years, might forthwith be made trans fer- CHAP. 
able; and that the ag rg might be at liberty, VE 
between the intervals of the fiſhing ſeaſons, to em- — 
Play the buſſes in ſuch a manner as they ſhould find 
or the advantage of the ſociety. While the Com- 
mittee was employed in deliberating on the parti- 
culars of this remonſtrance, another was delivered 
from the free Britiſh fiſhery- chamber of Whitehaven 
in Cumberland, repreſenting, that as the law then 
ſtood, they went to Shetland, and returned at a 
great expenſe and loſs of time; and while the war 
continued durſt not ſtay there to fiſh, beſides being 
obliged to run the moſt imminent riſques, by going 
and returning without convoy: that, ever ſince the 
inſtitution of the preſent fiſhery, experience had fully 
ſhown the fiſhery of Shetland not worth following, 
as.thereby the petitioners had loſt two months of a 
much better fiſhery in St. George's channel, within 
one. day's fail of Whitehaven: they. took notice, 
that the free Britiſh fiſhery ſociety had applied to 
the Houſe for further aſſiſtance and relief; a pray 
that Campbel-town, in Argyleſhire, might be ap- 
pointed the place of rendezvous for the buſſes be- 
longing to. Whitehaven, for the ſummer as well as 
the winter fiſhery, that they, might be enabled to fiſh 
with er advantage. The Committee, having 
conſidered the matter of both petitions, were of 
opinion that the petitioners ſhould be at liberty to 
uſe ſuch nets as they ſhould find beſt oh 70 6 to the 
white herring-fiſhery : that the bounty of thirty ſhil= 
lings per ton ſhould. be augmented to fifty : that the 
petitioners ſhould be allowed, during the intervals 
of the fiſhing ſeaſons, to employ their veſſels in any 
other lawful buſineſs, provided they ſhould have 
been employed in the herring-fiſhery during the 
proper ſeaſons: that they might uſe ſuch barrels for 
packing the fiſh as they then uſed, or might here- 
after find beſt adapted for that purpoſe: that they 
ſhould have liberty to make uſe of any waſte or un- 
PE tes a cultivated 
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nets ; and that Campbel-town would be the 
ace for the rendezvous of 


contained the other five, and in a little time received 
the royal aſſent. 4 ata dog 4. 
"- XXXUI. Such are the connexions, dependen- 
cies, and relations ſubſiſting between the mechanical 
arts, agriculture, and manufactures of Great-Britam 
that it requires ſtudy, deliberation, and enquiry in 
the legiſlature to diſcern and diſtinguiſh the whole 
ſcope and conſequences of many projects offered for 
the benefit of the commonwealth. The ſociety of 


merchant- adventurers in the city of Briſtol alledged, 


in a petition to the Houſe of Commons, that great 
— of bar- iron were imported into Great - 
Britain from Sweden, Ruſſia, and other parts, 
chiefly purchaſed with ready , ſome of which 
iron was exported again to Africa and other places; 
and the reſt wrought up by the manufacturers. They 


affirmed that bar-iron, imported from North-Ame- 


rica, would anſwer the ſame 1 and the im- 
t 


portation of it tend not only to t advantage 
bf the kingdom, by erg i mp 5 
navigation, but alſo to the benefit of de Britiſh 
colonies : that by an act paſfed in the twenty third 
year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, the importation 
of bar- iron from America into the port of London 
duty free, was permitted: but its being carri 

coaſtways, or farther by land than ten miles, had 
been prohibited; ſo that ſeveral conſiderable 
manufacturing towns were deprived of the uſe of 
American iron, and the out-potts prevented from 
employing it in their export commerce: they re- 
queſted, therefore, that bar-iron might be im- 
ported from North-Amkrica into Great-Britain, 
duty tree, by all his Majeſty's ſubjects. This —5 
n 1 4 | que 


hitehaven. This laſt reſo. 
| lution, however, was not inſerted in the bill which 
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henſion of ſeeing American iron admitted duty free: 
a ſuppoſition which had prevented the traders from 
extending their works, and diſcouraged many from 


otherwiſe be turned to any good account: that as 


furniſh bark for the tanners; and that, according to 


44:20:04: :. 1 


ueſt being reinforced by many other petitions from CHAT. 
different parts of the kingdom, other claſſes of men, . 
who thought their ſeveral intereſts would be affected 
by ſuch a meaſure, took the alarm; and, in divers 
counter- petitions, ſpecified many ill conſequences 
which they alledged would ariſe from its being 
enacted into a law. Pamphlets were publiſhed on 
both ſides of the queſtion, and violent diſputes were 
kindled upon this ſubject, which was juſtly deemed 
a matter of national importance. The oppoſers of 
the bill obſerved, that large quantities of iron were 
yearly produced at home, and employed multitudes 
of poor * there being no leſs than one hundred 
and nine forges in England and Wales, beſides 
thoſe erected in Scotland, the whole producing eigh; - 
teen thouſand: tons of iron: that as the mines in 
Great-Britain are inexhauſtible, the produce would 
of late years have been conſiderably increaſed; had 3 
not the le been kept under continual appre- - 


engaging in this branch of traffick: they alledged 
that the iron works, already carried on in England, 
occaſioned a conſumption f one hundred and ninety- 
eight thouſand cords of wood, produced in coppices 
that grow upon barren lands, which could not 


the coppices afford ſhade, and preſerve a moiſture 
in the ground, the paſture is more valuable with 
the wood, than it would be if the coppices were 
grubbed up; conſequently all the eſtates, where 
theſe now grow, would ſink in their yearly value: 
that theſe coppices, now cultivated and preſerved 
for the uſe of the iron works, are likewiſe abſolutely 
neceſſary for the manufacture of leather, as they 


the management of theſe coppices, they produced 
a great number of timber- trees, ſo neceſſary for the 
A E purpoſes 
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BOOK purpoſes of building. They aſſerted, that neither 


IH. 


1757: 


the American iron, nor any that had yet been found 


engines, it was hardly to be doubted but that peo 
would find metal of the ſame quality, and, in a few 


in Great-Britain, was ſo proper for converting into 
ſteel as that which comes from Sweden, particularly 


that ſort called ore ground; but as there are mines 


in the northern parts of Britain, nearly in the ſame 
latitude with thoſe of Sweden, furniſhed with ſuffi- 
cient quantities of wood, and rivers for mills and 


years, be able to prevent the neceſſity of importing 
iron either from Sweden or Ruſſia. They ferred 
that American iron could never interfere with'that 


which Great-Britain imported from Sweden, becauſe 


it was not fit for edged-tools, anchors, chain-plates, 
and other particulars neceſſary in ſhip-building ; nor 
diminiſh the importation of Ruſſian iron, which was 


not only harder than the American and Britiſh, but 


alſo could be afforded cheaper than that brought 
from our own plantations, even though the duty of 
this laſt ſhould be removed. The importation of 


American iron, therefore, duty free, could inter- 
fere with no other ſort but that produced in Britain, 


with which, by means of this advantage, it would 


claſh ſo much, as to put a ſtop in a little time to 


all the iron works now carried on in the kingdom, 
and reduce to beggary a great number of families 


| —_ they ſupport. To theſe objections the fa- 
ourers of the bill ſolicited replied, that when a 


manufacture is much more valuable than the rough 
materials, and theſe cannot be produced at home in 
ſufficient quantities, and at ſuch a price as is con- 
ſiſtent with the preſervation of the manufacture, it 
is the intereſt of the legiſlature to admit a free im- 
portation of theſe materials, even from foreign 
countries, although it ſhould put an end to the pro- 
duction of that material in this iſland : that as the 
neighbours of Great-Britain are now more atrentive 
chan ever to their commercial intereſts, and endea- 
vouring 
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vouring to manufacture their rough materials at CHAP 
home, this nation muſt take every — for lower= VI. 
ing the price of materials, otherwiſe in a few years 9 5 
it will loſe the manufacture; and, inſtead of ſup- | 
plying other countries, be furniſhed by them with all 
the fine toys and utenſils made of ſteel and iron: 
that being in danger of loſing not only the manu. 
facture but the produce of iron, unleſs it can be 
rocured at a cheaper rate than that ſor which it is 
fold at preſent, the only way of attaining this end, 
is by diminiſhing the ary payable upon the im- 
rtation of foreign iron, or by rendering it neceſſary 
r the undertakers of the iron mines in Great- Britain 
to ſell their produce cheaper than it has been for 
ſome years afforded: that the moſt effectual method 
for this purpoſe is to raiſe up a rival, by permitting 
a free importation of all ſorts of iron from the Ame- 
rican plantations: that American iron can never be 
ſold ſo cheap as that of Britain can be afforded); far, 
in the colonies, labour of all. kinds is much dearer 
than in England: if a man employs his own ſlaves, 
he muſt reckon in his charge a great deal more than 
the common . intereſt of their purchaſe-money, 
becauſe, when one of them dies, or eſcapes from his 
maſter, he loſes both, intereſt and principal: that 
the common intereſt of money in the plantations is 
conſiderably higher than in England, conſequently 
no man in that country will employ his money in 
i any branch of trade by which he cannot gain con- 
ſiderably more per cent. than is expected in Great- 
Britain, where the intereſt is low, and profit mode- 
rate; a circumſtance which will always give a great 
. advantage to the Britiſh miner, who likewiſe enjoys 
an exemption from freight and inſurance, which lie 
| heavy upon the American adventurer, eſpecially in 
. time of war. With reſpect to the apprehenſſon of 
the leather tanners, they abſerved, that as the cop- 
| pices generally grew on barren. lands, not fit for 
tillage, and improved the paſturage, no proprietor 
1 | E + | f would 
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BOOK would be at the expenſe of grubbing up the wood fell 
HI. to ſpoil the paſture, as he could — nx other uſe mo! 
of the land on which it was produced. The wood reſt 
2757* muſt be always worth ſomething, © eſpecially in pro 
counties where there is not plenty of coal, and the a c 
timber trees would produce conſiderable advantage: the 
therefore, if there was not one iron mine in Great- err 


Britain, no coppices would be grubbed "uhh unleſs 
it grew on a rich ſoil, which would produce corn 
inſtead of cord wood; conſequently, the tanners 
have nothing to fear, eſpecially as planting bach 
become a prevailing taſte among the la of 
the iſſand. The Committee appointed to PORE 
the bill ſeriouſly weighed and canvaſſed theſe argu- 
ments, examined diſputed facts, and inſpected 
papers and accounts relating to the produce, im- 
rtation, and manufactory of iron. At length 
2 r. John Pitt reported to the Houſe their opinion, 
| implying that the liberty granted by an act 'paſlt 
in the twenty- third year of his Majeſty's reign, of 
importing bar-iron from the Britiſh colomes in 
America into the port of London, ſhould be ex- 
tended to all the other ports of Great-Britain; and 
that ſo much of that act as related to this chuſe 
ſhould be repealed. The Houſe having agreed to 
theſe reſolutions, and the bill being brought in ac- 
cordingly, another petition was preſented by ſeveral 
noblemen, gentlemen, frecholders, and other pro- 
prietors, owners, and poſſeſſors of coppices and 
woodlands, in the Weſft-riding of Yorkfhire, alledg- 
ing, that a permiſſion to import American bar-iron 
duty free, would be attended with numberleſs ill 
. conſequences both of a publick and private nature; 
ſpecifying certain hardſhips to which they in parti- 
_ cular would be expoſed; and praying, if the 
bill ſhould paſs, K might be relieved from the 
preſſure of an act paſſed in the reign of Henry VIII. 


. 2 2 g E g I_TFF-.MMC”T TS: 


obliging the owners of coppice- woods to preſerve 
them, under ſevere penalties; and be Fee 
8 e 


G ö Tauren 
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ſell and grub up their-coppice-woods, in order to a CHAP: 


more proper cultivation of the ſoil, without bei 
reſtrained by the fear of malicious and intereſt 
proſecutions. In conſequence of this remonſtrance, 
a clauſe was added to the bill, repealing ſo much of 


the act of Henry the Eighth as prohibited the con- 


verſion of coppice or underwoods into paſture or 


tillage; then ir paſſed through both Houſes, and 


received the royal ſanction. As there was not time, 
after this affair came upon the carpet, to obtain any 
new accounts from America, and as it was thought 
neceſſary to know the quantities of iron made in 
that country, the Houſe preſented an addreſs to his 

Majeſty, deſiring he would be pleaſed to give di- 


rections that there ſhould be laid before them, in 


the next Seſſion of Parliament, an account of the 
2 of iron made in the American colonies, 
C hriſtmas, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-nine, to the fifth day of January, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
4 III. From this important object, the 
Parliament converted its attention to a regulation of 


a much more private nature. In conſequence of a 


petition by the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the city of London, a bill was brought in, 
and paſſed into a law without oppoſition, ſor the 


more effectual preſervation and improvement of the 


fry and ſpawn of fiſſi in the river Thames, and waters of 
Medway, and for the better regulating the fiſhery 


in thoſe rivers. The two next meaſures taken for - 


the benefit of the publick were, firſt a bill to render 


more effectual che ſeveral laws then in being, for 


the amendment and preſervation of the highways 
and turnpike roads of the kingdom; the other for 
the more effectually preventing the ſpreading of the 
contagious diſtemper which, at that time, raged 
among the horned cattle. A third aroſe from the 
diſtreſs of poor {ilk manufacturers, who were deſti- 
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BOOK tute of employment, and deprived of all means of 
R 26A , ſubſiſting, through the interruption of the Levant 
2775. trade, occaſioned by the war, and the delay of the 
„ merchant ſhips from Italy. In order to remedy this 
inconvenience, a bill was prepared, enacting, that 

any perſons — import from any place, in any ſhip 
or veſſel whatſoever, till the firſt day of December, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven, organ- 
Zzine throw ſilk of the growth or uction of Italy, 
to be brought to the Cuſtom-Houſe of London, 


whereſoever landed: but that no Italian thrown ſilk, 


Italy, nor any other thrown ſilk of the growth of 
production of Turkey, Perſia, Eaſt-India, or China, 
ſhouldbe imported by this act, under the penalty 
of the forfeiture thereof. - Notwithſtanding ſeveral 
petitions, preſented by the merchants, owners, and 
commanders of ſhips, and others tradi Leg- 
horn, and other ports of lag: as well as by th&im- 
porters and manufacturers of raw ſilks, ſenti 

the evil conſequences that would probably atte 
the paſſing of ſuch a bill, the Parliament agreed 
to this temporary deviation from the famous act of 
navigation, for a preſent ſupply to the poor manu- 
facturers. N 


in this ſeſſion of Parliament was in itſelf judicious, 
and, had it been more eagerly ſuggeſted, might 
have been much more beneficial to the publick. In 
order to diſcourage the practice of ſmuggling,” and 

revent the deſperadoes concerned therein from in- 
iſting in the ſervice of the enemy, a law was paſſed, 
enacting, that my perſon-who had been, before 
the firſt of May in the preſent year, guilty of illegal 
running, concealing, receiving, or carrying any 
wool, or prohibited goods, or any foreign-commo- 

dities liable to duties, the ſame not having been paid 
or ſecured; or of aiding therein, or had — found 


with fire arms or weapons, in order to be r to 
9 | uch 


coarſer than Bologna, nor — tram of the growth of 


S XXXIV: The next civil regulation eſtabliſhed 


goods; or of . OREAE * 


concerning which no ſuit ſhould then have been 


ſhould, for three years from ſuch entry, unleſs 
ſooner duly diſcharged, actually ſerve and do duty 
in that ſtation, and — his name, &c. with the 
clerk of the peace of t 

the act preſcribes. An attempt was made in favour 


very irregularly paid, and ſubject to grievous hard- 
ſhips in conſequence of this irregularity; Mr. Gren- 
ville, brother to Earl Temple, moved ſor leave to 
bring in a bill for the encouragement of ſeamen 
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ſuch offenders; or had been guilty of receiving ſuch CHAP. 


after ſeizure ;- or of any act whatſoever, be 


whereby perſons might be deemed runners of foreign — 


» any 
officer in the execution of his duty, or aſſiſting 
therein, ſhould be indemnified from all ſueh offences, 


commenced, or compoſition made, on condition 
that he ſhould, before being apprehended or proſe- 
cuted, and before the firſt day of December enter 
himſelf with ſome commiſſioned officer of his Ma- 
jeſty's fleet, to ſerve: as a common failor; and 


e county where he reſided, as 
of the ſeamen employed in the navy, who had been 


employed in his Majeſty's navy, and for eſtabliſhing 
a regular method for the punctual, ſpeedy, and cer- 
tain payment of their wages, as well as for reſcuing 
them from the arts of fraud and impoſition. The 
. was corroborated by divers petitions: the 

ill was prepared, read, printed, and, after it had 
undergone ſome amendment, paſſed into the Houſe 
of Lords, where it was encountered with ſeveral 
objections, and dropped for this Seſſion of Par- 
liament. 55 ebe | aſh) 

+ XXXV. The Houſe of Commons being de- 
ſirous of preventing, for the future, ſuch diſtreſſes as 
the poor had lately undergone, appointed a Com- 
mittee to conſider of proper proviſions to reſtrai 
the price of corn and bread within due bounds for 


the future. For this purpoſe they were empowered. 


to ſend for perſans, papers, and records; and it was 
: "TY | 8 „„ Reon 
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BOOK reſolved, that all who attended-the Committeeſhould 
Wt have voices. Having enquired into the cauſes. of 
rg the late ſcarcity, they agreed to ſeveral reſolutions, 
. and a bill was brought in to explain and amend the 


laws againſt regraters, foreſtallers, and-engroflers of 
3 —— alſo received inſtructions to 
enquire into the abuſes of millers, mealmen, and 
bakers, with regard to bread, and to conſider of 
Proper methods to prevent them in the ſequel; but 
no further progreſs was made in this importantaffair, 
which was the more intereſting, as the lives of indi- 
viduals, in a great meaſure, depended upon af} 
reformation; for the millers and bakers were ſaid to 
have adulterated their flour with common whiting, 
lime, bone-aſhes, allum, and other ingredients per- 
nicious to the human conſtitution; a conſummation 
of villany for which no adequate puniſhment could 
be inflicted. Among the meaſures propoſed in 
Parliament which did not ſucceed, one of the moſt 
remarkable was a bill prepared by Mr. Roſe Fuller, 
Mr. Charles Townſhend, and Mr. Banks, to ex- 
plain, amend, and render more effectual a law ꝓaſſed 
in the reign of King William the Third, intituled, 
1 An act to puniſh governors of plantations, in this 
kingdom, for crimes committed by them in the 
plantations. This bill was propoſed in con 
of ſome complaints, ſpecifying acts of cruelty, folly, 
and oppreſſion, by which ſome Britiſh governors 
had been lately diſtinguiſhed; but, before the bill 
could be brought in, the Parliament was prorogued. 
$ XXXVI. But no ſtep taken by the Houſe: of 
Commons, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, was more 
intereſting to the body of the people than the en- 
uiry into the loſs of Minorca, which had excited 
2 loud and univerſal clamour. By addreſſes to 
the King, unanimouſly voted, the Commons re- 
1＋ ts his Majeſty would give directions for 
laying before them copies of all the letters and pa- 
pers containing any intelligence received by the 


Secretaries 
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Secretaries of N the N word the Ad- C HAF. 
miralty, or any others of his Majeſty's Miniſters, in , 
relation to the equipment of the French fleet at 1757. 
Toulon, or the deſigns of the French on Minorca, 
or any other of his Majeſty's poſſeſſions in Europe, 
ſince the firſt day of January, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty- five, to the firft day of 
Auguſt, 1756. They likewiſe defired to peruſe a 
lift of the ſhips of war that were equipped and made 
ready for fea, from the firſt of Auguſt, in the year 
one thoufand ſeven hundred and fifty five to the 
thirtieth day of April, in the following year; with 
the copies of all ſailing orders ſent to the comman- 
ders during that period; as alſo the ſtate and condi- e 
tion of his Majeſty's ſhips in the ſeveral ports of 
Great-Britain at the time of Admiral Byng's depar- 
ture, with the ſquadron under his command, for 
the relief of Fort St. Philip, during the period of 
time above-mentioned, according to the monthly 
returns made by the Admiralty, with the number of 
ſeamen muſtered and borne on board the reſpective 
ſhips. © They demanded copies of all orders and in- 
ſtru&tions given to that Admiral, and of letters writ- 
ten to and received from him, during his continu- 
ance in that command, either by the Secretaries of 
State, or Lords of the Admiralty, relating to the 
condition of his ſquadron, and to the execution of 
his orders. In a word, they required the inſpection 
of all papers which could, in any manner, tend to 
ers loſs of Minorca, and the miſcarriage of 

r. Byng's ſquadron. His Majeſty complied with 
every article of their requeſts : the papers were pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, ordered to lie upon the table 
for the peruſal of the members, and finally referred 
to the conſideration of a Committee of the whole 
Houſe. In the courſe of their deliberations they 
addreſſed his Majeſty for more information, till at 
length the truth ſeemed to be ſmothered under ſuch 
an enormous burthen of papers, as the efforts ou 
1 7 N 
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BO OR whole ſeſſion could not have properly removed. 
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Indeed, many diſcerning perſons without doors 
began to deſpair of ſecing the myſtery unfolded, as 
ſoon as the enquiry was undertaken by a Committee 
of the whole Houſe. They obſerved, that an affair 
of ſuch a dark, intricate, and ſuſpicious nature, 
ought to have been referred to a ſelect and ſecret 
Committee, choſen by ballot, empowered to ſend 
for perſons, papers, and records, and to examine 
witneſſes in the moſt ſolemn and deliberate manner: 
that thenames of the Committee ought to have been 
publiſhed for the ſatisfaction of the people, who 


could have judged, with ſome certainty, whether the 


enquiry would be carried on with ſuch impartiality 
as the national misfortune required. They ſuſpected 
that this reference toa Committee of the whole Houſe 
was a mal-contrivance, to prevent a regular and 
minute inveſtigation, to introduce confuſion and 
conteſt, to puzzle, perplex, and obumbrate ; to 
teaſe, fatigue, and diſguſt the enquirers, that the 
examination. might be hurried over in a. ſuperficial 
and perfunctory manner; and the miniſtry, from 
this anarchy and confuſion of materials, half explored 
and undigeſted, derive a general parliamentary ap- 
probation, to which they might NN. from the 
accuſations of the people. A ſelect Committee 
would have probably examined ſome of the clerks of 
the reſpective offices, that they might certainly know 


whether any letters or papers had been ſuppreſſed, 


whether the extracts had been faithfully e, and 


Whether there might, not be ay Hake of intelligence, 


which, though proper to be ſubmitted to a ſelect 
and ſecret Committee, could not, conſiſtently with 
the honour. of the nation, be communicated to a 
Committee of the whole Houſe. Indeed, it does 
not appear that the miniſters had any foreign intelli- 
gence orcorreſpondence that could be much depend- 
ed upon in any matter of national importance, 
and no evidence was examined on the occaſion ; a 

: 5 N circumſtance 
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circumſtance the leſs to be regretted, as, in times an 


paſt, evil miniſters have generally ſound means to , 
render ſuch enquiries ineffectual; and the ſame arts 8 
would, at any rate, have operated with the ſame * 
efficacy, had a ſecret Commitee been employed at 
this juncture. Be that as it may, ſeveral reſolutions 
were reported from the Committee, though ſome of 
them were not carried by the majority without vio- 
lent diſpute and ſevere altercation. The firſt and 
laſt of their reſolutions require particular notice. 
By the former, it appeared to the Committee, that 
his Majeſty, from the twenty- ſeventh day of Auguſt, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
five, to the twentieth day of April in the ſucceeding 
year, received ſuch repeated and concurrent intelli- 

ence, as gave juſt reaſon to believe that the French 

ing intended to invade his dominions of Great- 
Britain or Ireland. In the latter they declared their 
opinion, that no greater number of ſhips of war 
could be ſent into the Mediterranean, than were 
actually ſent thither under the command of Admi- 
ral Byng; nor any greater reinforcement than the 
regiment which was ſent, and the detachment, equal 
to à battalion, which was ordered to the relief of 
Fort St. Philip, confiſtently with the ſtate of the 
navy, and the various ſervices eſſential to the ſafety 
of -his Majeſty's domimons, and the intereſts-of his 
ſubjects. It muſt have been ſomething more-pow- 
erful than ordinary conviction that ſuggeſted theſe 
opinions. Whatever reports might have been cir- 
culated by the French miniſtry, in order to amuſe, 
intimidate, and detach the attention of the Engliſh 
government from America and the Mediterranean, 
where they really intended to exert themſelves, yet, 
the circumſtances of the two nations being conſi- 
dered, one would think there could have been no 
juſt grounds to fear an invaſion of Great-Britain or 
Ireland, eſpecially when other intelligence ſeemed 
to point out much more probable ſcenes of . 

1 | . c 
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| K But the laſt reſolution is ſtill more i 
757. 


ncomprehenſible 
to thoſe who know not exactly the baſis on which it 
was raiſed. The number of ſhips of war in actual 
commiſſion amounted to two hundred and fifty, 
having on board fifty thouſand ſeamen and marines. 
Intelligence and repeated information of the French 
deſign upon Minorca had been conveyed to the 
Miniſtry of England, about fix months before it was 


put in execution. Is it credible, that in all this 


time the nation could not equip or ſpare above ele- 
ven ſhips of the line and ſix frigates, to fave the 
importantifland of Minorca ? Is it eaſy to conceive, 
that from a ſtanding army of fifty thouſand men, one 
regiment of troops could not have been detached 
to reinforce a garriſon, well known to be inſufficient 
for the works it was deſtined to defend? To per- 
ſons of common intellects it appeared, that intelli- 
gence of the armament at Toulon was conveyed: to 
the Admiralty as early as the month of September, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
five, with expreſs notice that it would conſiſt of 


twelve ſhips of the line; that the deſign againſt 


Minorca was communicated as early as the twenty- 
ſeventh day of Auguſt, by Conſu! Banks, of Car- 
thagena; confirmed by letters from Conſul Bertes, 
at Genoa, dated on the ſeventeenth and twenty-ſixth 
of January, 'and received by Mr. Fox, Secretary 
of State, on the fourth and eleventh of February, 
as well as by many fubſ-quent intimations ; that, 


notwithſtanding theſe repeated advices, even after 


hoſtilities had commenced in Europe, when the 


rriſon of Minorca amounted to no more than four 
incomplete regiments,” and one company of artil- 
lery, forty-two officers being abſent, and the place 
otherwiſe unprovided for a fiege, when the Mediter- 
ranean ſquadron, commanded by Mr. Edgecumbe, 


conſiſted of two ſhips of the line, and five frigates ; 


neither ſtores, ammunition, or proviſion, the abſent 
officers belonging to the garriſon, recruits for the 
WIS - + þ 4 e regiments, 
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regiments, though ready raiſed, miners, nor any CH AP. 
additional troops, were ſent to the iſland, nor the VI. 
ſquadron augmented, till Admiral Byng ſailed from 3 3 
Spithead on the ſixth day of April, with no more 
— of the line than, by the moſt early and authen- 
tick intelligence, the government were inſormed 
would fail from Toulon, even when Mr. Byng 
ſhould have been joined by Commodore Edgecumbe; 
4 junction upon which no dependance ought to have 
been laid ; that this ſquadron contained no troops 
but ſuch as belonged to the four regiments in garri- 
ſon, except one battalion to ſerve in the fleet as 
marines, unleſs we include the order for another to 
be embarked at Gibraltar; which order was neither 5 
obeyed nor underſtood: that, conſidering the dan- 
ger to which Minorca was expoſed, and the for- 
wardneſs of the enemy's preparations at Toulon, 
Admiral Oſborne, with thirteen ſhips of the line 
and one frigate, who returned on the ſixteenth of 
February, after having convoyed a fleet of merchant- 
ſhips, might have been detached to Minorca, with- 
out hazarding the coaſt of Great-Britain; for at 
that time, excluſive of this ſquadron, there were 
eight ſhips of the line and thirty-two frigates ready 
manned, and thirty-two ſhips of the line and five 
frigates almoſt e ee that Admiral Hawke was 
ſent with fourteen of the line and one frigate to 
cruize in the bay of Biſcay, after repeated intelli- 
nce had been received that the French Fleet had 
iled for the Weſt-Indies, and the eleven ſhips re- 
maining at Breſt and Rochefort were in want of 
hands and cannon, ſo that they could never ſerve to 
cover any embarkation or deſcent, conſequentlß 
Mr. Hawke's ſquadron might have been ſpared for 
the relief of Minorca : that, inſtead of attending to 
this im t object, the Admiralty, on the eighth 
day of March, ſent two ſhips of the line and | 
fri to intercept a coaſting convoy off Cape 1 
h * Barfleur: 
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BOOK Barfleur: on the eleventh of the ſame month they 
III. detached two ſhips of the line to the Weſt- Indies, 
en and on the nineteenth two more to North-America, 
where they could be of little immediate ſervice; on 

the twenty: third two of the line and three frigates 

a convoy- hunting off Cherbourg ; and on the firſt of 

l April five ſhips of the line, including three returned 
= from this laſt ſervice, to ' reinforce Sir Edward 
5 Hawke, already too ſtrong for the French fleet 
| bound to Canada : that all theſe ſhips might' have 
been added to Mr. Byng's ſquadron, wit EX= 

ing Great-Britain or Ireland to any hazard of 

invaſion : that at length Mr. Byng was detached 

with ten great ſhips only, and even denied a frigate 

to repeat ſignals, tor which he petitioned ; although 

at that very time there were in port, excluſive of his 
ſquadron, ſeventeen ſhips of the line and thirteen 

frigates ready for ſea, beſides eleven of the line and 

nineteen frigates almoſt equipped. From theſe and 

other circumſtances, particulariſed and urged with 

great vivacity, many individuals inferred, that a 
greater number of ſhips might have been detached 

to the Mediterranean than were actually ſent with 
Admiral Byng: that the not ſending an earlier and 

ſtronger force was one great cauſe of Minorca's 

being loſt, and co- operated with the delay of the 

2 miniſtry. in orgy, rar reinforcements of troops, 
their neglect in ſuffering the officers: of the garri- 

| ſon to continue abſent trom their. duty, 'and their 
® | omitting to give orders for. railing miners to ſerve 
in the fortreſs of Mahon ena 

__ = FXXXVUL + The next enquiry in which the 
Houſe of Commons engaged, related to the tracts 
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i for u Ira forces in America, which were 
[ ſuppoſed me patriots to be fraudulent and un- 
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the particulars he prudently interpreted it in ſuch CHAP. 
à manner, as to ſcreen himſelf from the reſentment VI. 
of the Legiſlature. The Houſe, therefore, reſolved Rr 
that the contract entered into on the twenty-fixth cok 
day of March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and fiſty-ſix, by the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, with William Baker, Chriſtopher Kilby, 
and Richard Baker of London, merchants, for 
furniſhing proviſions to the forces under the com- 
— 0 1 Earl of eh _ e and 
ne „ and properly adapted to the ſecuring a 
— effectual ſupply for thoſe 2 
aten en dM Mee MI 
S XXXVIE-The- preceding ſeſſion an addreſs 
had been-preſented to the King by the Houſe of 
Commons, deſiring his Majeſty would give orders 
for laying before them ſeveral papers relating to diſ- 
_ which had lately py between his Excel- | 
cy Charles Knowles, E1q. and ſome of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the Iſland of Jamaica. This | 
Governor was accuſed of many illegal, cruel, and 
arbitrary acts, during the courſe of his adminiſtration: 
but theſe imputations he incurred by an exertion of 
power which was in itſelf laudable, and well in- 
tended for the commercial intereſt of the iſland. 
This was his changing the ſeat of Government, and 
procuring: an act of aſſembly for removing the ſeve- 
ral laws, records, books, papers, and writings be- 
longing to ſeveral offices in that iſland, from Spaniſn- 
town: to Kingſton; and for obliging the ſeveral 
officers; to keep their offices, and hold a ſupreme 
Court of Judicature, at this laſt place, to which he 
had moved the ſearof Government. Spaniſh-town, 
otherwiſe called St. Jago de la Vega, che old capital, 
was an inconſiderable inland place, of no ſecurity, 
trade, or importance; whereas, Kingſton was the 
centre of commerce, ſituated on the ſide of a fine 
harbour filled with N well ſecured from 5 com 
Oi 2 ; uirs 
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BOOK ſults of an enemy, large, wealthy, and flouriſhing. 
W 


ell, and — — - 
rt of the ſugars that grow upon the i They 
— it my — and expenſive to 
take out their clearances at Spaniſh-town, which 
ſtands at a confiderable diſtance: and the fame in- 
convenience and expenſe being felt by the reſt of 
the inhabitants, who had occaſion to proſecute ſuits 
at law, or attend the aſſembly of the iſland, they 
joined in repreſentations to the Governor, requeſt- 
ing, that, in confideration of theſe inconveniences, 
added to that of rhe weakneſs of 'Spaniſh-town and 
the importance of Kingſton, the ſeat of Government 
might: be removed. He comphed with their re- 
queſt, and in ſo doing entailed upon himſelf the 
hatred and reſentmenr' of certain powerful-planters, 
who poſſeſſed eftates in and about the old town of 
St. Jago de la Vega, thus deſerted. - This ſeems to 
have been the real ſource of the animoſity and cla- 
mour incurred by Mr. Knowles, againſt whom a 
2 ſigned by nineteen members of the afſem- 
y, had been ſent to England, and preſented to his 
Majeſty. In the two ſeſſions preceding this year 
the affair had been brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, where this Governor's character was painted 


in frightful colours, and divers relating to 
the diſpute were examined. - Knowles having 
by this time returned to England, the ſubject of his 


adminiſtration was revived, and referred to aCom- 
mitree of the whole Houſe.” In the mean time, 
= ions were preſented by ſeveral merchants of 
ndgh and Liverpool, concerned in the trade to 
ca, alledging, that the removal of the publick 
offices, and records of the iſland of Jamaica 
to Kingſton, and fixing the ſeat of government there, 
had been productive of r important advantages, 
by rendering the ſtrength of the iſland more formi- 
dable, the property of the traders and inhabitants 
11 e more 
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more ſecure, and the proſecution of all commercial C HAP 


buſineſs more expeditious, and leſs expenſive than 
formerly ; therefore, /praying that the purpoſes of 
the act paſſed in Jamaica for that end might be car- 
ried into effectual execution, in ſuch manner as the 
Houſe ſhould think proper. The Committee having 
examined a great number of papers, agreed to ſome 
reſolutions, importing, that a certain reſolution of 
the aſſembly of Jamaica, dated on the twenty-ninth 
day of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and-fifty-three, — * a claim of right 


in that aſſembly to raiſe apply publick money 
without the conſent of the us and — 
was illegal, repugnant to the terms of his Majeſty's 
commiſſion ” his eee of the fd iſland, and 
derogatory of the rights of the crown and people of 
Great=Britain : that the ſix laſt reſolutions taken in 
the aſſembly of Jamaica, on the twenty-ninth day of 


October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


fifty- three, proceededon a manifeſt miſapprehenſion 
of the King's inſtruction to his Governor, * 
him not to give his aſſent to any bill of an unuſual 


or extraordinary nature and importance, wherein 


VI. 


"4 f 1 


175 *. 


his Majeſty's prerogative, or the property of his 


ſubjects, might be prejudiced, or the trade or ſhip- 
ping of the kingdom any ways affected, unleſs there 
ſhould be a clauſe inſerted, ſuf} — the execution 
of ſuch bill until his Majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be 
known; that ſuch inſtruction was juſt and neceſſary, 


and no alteration” of the conſtitution of the ifland, 


nor any way derogatory to the rights of the ſubjects 
in Jamaica. From theſe reſolutions the reader may 


pony the nature of the diſpute which had ariſen 


een the-people of Jamaica and their Governor, 
Vice-Admiral Knowles, whoſe conduct on this occa- 
ſion ſeems to have been juſtified by the legiſlature. 
The Parliament, however, forbore to determine 
the queſtion, whether the removal of the Courts of 
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on was a 


meaſure calculated for the intereſt of the iſland in 
Ses XXXIX. The laſt ſubject which we ſhall men- 
tion, as having fallen under the cognizance of the 
Commons during this ſeſſion of Parliament, was the 
ſtate of Mildford-haven on the coaſt of Wales, one 
of the moſt capacious, ſafe, and commodious har- 
bours in Great- Britain. Here the country affords 
many conveniences for building ſtips of war, and 


erecting forts, docks, quays, and magazines. It 


might be fortified at a very ſmall expenſe, ſo as to 


be quite ſecure from any attempts of the enemy, 


and rendered by far the moſt uſeful harbour in the 
om for fleets, cruiſers, trading ſhips, and 


ki 
1 bound to and from the weſtward; for 
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and the ſmal 


from hence they may put ta ſea almoſt with any wind, 
and even at low water: they may weather Scilly and 
Cape-Clear when no veſſel can ſtir from the Britiſn 
channel, or out of the French ports of Breſt -and 
Rochefort, and as a poſt can travel from henee in 
three days to London, it might become the centre 


of very uſeful ſea intelligence. A petition from 
ſeveral merchants in London was preſented, and re- 
commended to the Houſe in a meſſage from the 


King, 83 the advantages of this harbour, 

expenſe at which it might be fortified, 
and praying that the Houſe would take this impor- 
tant ſubject into conſideration. Accordingly, a 
Committee was appointed for this purpoſe, with 
power to fend for perſons, papers, and records; and 


every circumſtance relating to it was examined with 


accuracy and deliberation. At length the report be- 
ing made to the Houſe by Mr. Charles-Townſhend, 
they unanimouſly agreed to an addreſs, repreſenting 
to his Majeſty, that many great loſſes had been 
ſuſtained by the trade of the kingdom, in time-of 
war, from the want of a ſafe harbour on the ge — 
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harbour of Milford-haven, in the county of Pem- 
broke, is moſt advantageouſly ſituated, and if pro- 
perly defended and ſecured, in every reſpect adapted 
to the anſwering thoſe im nt purpoſes : they, 
therefore, humbly befought his Majeſty, that he 
would give immediate directions for erecting bat- 


teries, with proper cover, on the ſides of the ſaid har- 


bour, in the moſt convenient places for guarding the 
entrance called Hubberſtone-road, and alſo ſuch 
other fortifications as might be neceſſary to ſecure 
the interior parts of the harbour, and that, until 
ſuch batterics and fortifications could be completed, 
ſome temporary defence might be provided for the 
immediate protection of the ſhips and veſſels lying 
in the ſaid harbour; finally, they aſſured him the 
Houſe would make good to his Majeſty all ſuch ex- 

nſes as ſhould be incurred for theſe purpoſes. 
The addreſs met with a gracious reception, and a 
MO that ſuch directions ſhould be given. The 
harbour was actually ſurveyed, the places were 
pitched upon for batteries, and the eſtimates pre- 
pared, but no further progreſs hath ſince been made. 

$ XL. We have now ſiniſhed the detail of all the 
material tranſactions of this ſeſſion, except what re- 
lates to the fate of Admiral Byng, which now claims 
our attention. In the mean time, we may obſerve, 
that on the fourth day of July the ſeſſion was cloſed 


with his Majeſty's harangue, the moſt remarkable 


and pleaſing paragraph of which turned upon his 


royal aſſurance, that the ſuccour and preſervation of 
his dominions in America had been his conſtant care, 


and, next to the ſecurity of his kingdoms, ſhould 


continue to be his great and principal object. He 
told them he had taken ſuch meaſures as, he truſted, 
by the bleſſing of God, might effectually diſappoint 
the defigns of the enemy in thoſe parts; that he had 
no further view but to vindicate the juſt rights of 


F 4 his 


coaſt of the iſland, for the reception and protection CHAP, 
of merchant ſhips, and ſending ourcruiſers: that the VI 


71 


7ST» 


72 


HISTORY Or ENGLAND. 


B 29 * hs crown and ſubjects from the moſt injurious en- 


end 
1757 


croachments; to preſerve tranquillity, as far as the 
circumſtances of things might admit; to prevent 
the true friends of Britain, and the liberties of 
Europe, from being oppreſſed and endangered by 
any unprovoked and unnatural conjunction. + 

$XLI. Or all the tranſactions that diſtinguiſhed 
this year, the moſt extraordinary was the fentence 
executed on Admiral Byng, the ſon of that great 
officer who had acquired Rach honour by his naval 
exploits in the preceding reign, and was ennobled for 
his ſervices by the title of Lord Viſcount Torring- 
ton. His fecond ſon, John Byng, had from his ear- 
lieſt youth been traincd to his father's profeſſion; 
and was generally eſteemed one of the beſt officers in 
the navy, when he embarked in that expedition to 
Minorca, which covered his character with diſgrace, 
and even expoſed him to all the horrors of an igno- 
minious death. On the ee, ee e day of Decem- 
ber his trial before a Court Martial, held on 


board the ſhip St. George, in the harbour of Portſ- 
mouth, to which _ Mr. Byng had been conveyed 


from Greenwich by a party of horſe-guards, and in- 
ſulted by the populace in every town and village 
through which he paſſed. The court having pro- 
ceeded to examine the evidences for the crown and 
the priſoner, from day to day, in the courſe of a 


long fitting, agreed unanimouſly to thirty-ſeven 
reſolutions, implying their opinion, that Admiral 


Byng, during the engagement between the Britiſh 


and French fleets, on the twentieth day of May laſt, 
did not do his utmoſt endeavour to take, ſeize, and 


deſtroy the ſhips of the French King, which it was 
his duty to have engaged, and to aſſiſt ſuch of his 
Majeſty's ſhips as were engaged, which it was his 
duty to have aſſiſted; and that he did not exert 


his utmoſt power for the relief of St. Philip's-caſtle. 


They, therefore, unanimouſly agreed that he fell 
8 2 . under 


2 
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under part of the twelfth article of an act of Parlia» 8 
ment paſſed in the twenty- ſecond year of the preſent 
reign, for amending, explaining, and reducing inte 117 
one act of Parliament, the laws relating to the governn 5 
ment of his Majeſty's ſnips, veſſels, and forces by 1 | 
ſea; and as that article poſitively preſcribed death, f 
without any alternative left to the diſcretion of the 135 
court under any variation of circumſtances, they 
unanimouſly adjudged the ſaid Admiral John Byng 
to be ſhot to death, at ſuch time, and on board of 4 
ſuch ſhip, as the Lords Commiſſioners of the Adm © 
ralty ſhould pleaſe to direct. But as it appeared, 
by the evidence of the officers who were near the 
admiral's perſon, that no backwardneſs was perceiv- 
able in him during the action, nor any mark of fear 
or confuſion either in his countenance or behaviour; 
but that he delivered his orders coolly and diſtinctly, 
without ſeeming deficient in perſonal courage; and, 
from other circumſtances, they believed his miſcon- 
duct did not ariſe either frem cowardice or diſaffec- 
tion, they unanimouſly and earneſtly recommended 
him as a proper object of mercy. The admiral 
hiinſelf behaved through the whole trial with the 
moſt cheerful compoſure, ſeemingly the effect of - 
conſcious innocence, upon which, perhaps, he too 
much relied. Even after he had heard the evidence 
examined againſt him, and finiſhed his own defence, 
he laid his account in being honourably acquitted; 
and ordered his coach to be ready for conveying him 
directly from the tribunal to London. A gentleman, 
his friend, by whom he was attended, having re- 
ceived intimation of the ſentence to be rn: won 
thought it his duty to hobo him for the occaſion, 
that he might ſummon all his fortitude to his aſſiſt- 
ance, and accordingly made him acquainted with . 
the information he received. The admiral 
gave tokens of ſurpriſe and reſentment, but betrayed 
no marks of fear or diſorder, either then or in the 
court when the ſentence was pronounced. On the 
contrary, 
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manifeſted grief, anxiety, and trepidation, ſhedding 
tears, and fighing with extraordinary emotion, he 
heard his doom denounced without undergoing the 
leaſt alteration of feature, and made a low obeiſance 
to the preſident and the other members of the court, 


as he retired. | .® 


XLII. The officers who compoſed this tribunal 


were ſo ſenſible of the law's ſeverity, that they una- 


nimouſly ſubſcribed a letter to the board of Admi- 
Talty, containing this remarkable paragraph :— 
We cannot help laying the diſtreſſes of our minds 
«© before your lordſhips on this occaſion, in finding 
« ourſelves under neceſſity of condemning a man 


to death, from the great ſeverity of the twelfth . 


article of war, part of which he falls under, 
«© which admits of no mitigation if the crime ſhould 
„ be committed by an error in judgment; and, 
therefore, for our own conſciences ſake, as well 
« as in juſtice to the ptiſoner, we pray your lord. 
'« ſhips, in the moſt earneſt manner, to recommend 


* him to his Majeſty's clemency.” The Lords of 


the Admiralty, inſtead of complying with the re- 
queſt of the court- martial, tranſmitted their letter 
to the King, with copies of their proceedings, and 


a letter from themſelves to his Majeſty, ſpecitying a 
doubt with regard to the legality of the ſentence, as 


the crime 'of negligence, for which the Admiral 


had been condemned, was not expreſſed in any 
part of the proceedings. At the ſame time, copies 


of two petitions from George Lord Viſcount 'Tor- 


rington, in behalf of his kinſman Admiral Byng, 
. were ſubmitted to his Majeſty's royal wiſdom and 
determination. All the friends-and relations of the 


unhappy convict employed and exerted their in- 


fluence and intereſt for his pardon; and as the cir- 
cumſtances had appeared ſo ſtrong in his favour, it 
vas ſuppoſed that the ſceptre of royal mercy m_ 
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be extended for his preſervation: but infamous arts CHAP. 
were uſed to whet the ſavage appetite of the popu- 
lace for blood. The cry of vengeance was loud . 8 
throughout the land: ſullen clouds of ſuſpicion and | 

malevolence interpoſing, were ſaid to obſtruct the 
genial beams of the beſt virtue that adorns the 
throne; and the Sovereign was given to underſtand, 
that the execution of Admiral Byng was a victim 
abſolutely neceſſary toappexze the fury of the people. 
His Majeſty, in conſequence of the repreſentation 
made by the Lords of the Admiralty, referred the 
ſentence to the conſideration of the twelve judges, 
who were unanimouſly of opinion that the ſentence 
was legal. This report being tranſmitted from the 
Privy-Council to the Admiralty, their Lordſhips 
iſſued a warrant for executing the ſentence of death 
on the twenty- eighth day of February. One gentle. 
man at the board, however, refuſed to ſubſcribe 
the warrant, aſſigning for his refuſal the reaſons 
which we have inſerted by way of note, for the ſatis- 
faction of the reader“. | 
4 W $ XLIIL 


* Admiral s reaſons for not ſigning the warrant for Admiral 


Byng's execution: 

« IT may be thought wow preſumption in me to differ from ſo great au- 
thority as that of the twelve judges; but when a man is called upon to lign 
his name to an act which is to give authority to the ſhedding of blood, 
ought to be guided by his own conſcience, and not by the opinions of other 
men 


In the caſe before us, it is not the merit of Admiral Byng that I conſider : 
whether he deſerves death or not, is not a queſtion for me to decide; but 
whether or not his life can be taken away by the ſentence pronounced on him 
by the court-martial, and after having ſo clearly explained their motives 
for pronouncing ſuch a ſentence, is re which lang has employed my 
ſcrious conſideration. 

» * The twelfth article of war, on which Admiral Byng's ſentence is 
grounded, ſays (according to my underſtanding of its meaning), That every 
perſon, who, in time of action, ſhall withdraw, keep back, or not come 
into fight, or do his utmoſt, &c. through motives of cowardice, negligence, 
or diſaffection, ſhall ſuffer death.“ court-martial does, in expreſs 
words, acquit Admiral Byng of cowardice and diſaffeRion, and does not 
name the word Negligence. Admiral Byng does not, as I conceive, fall 
pnder the letter or deſcription of the orelfth article of war. It may be ſaid, 
that negligence is implied, though the word is not mentioned, otherwiſe 
the court-martial would 3s have brought his offence under the twelfth 

: . "I article, 
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minal, the crown ſeemed determined to do nothing 
that ſhould be thought inconſiſtent with law. 
A member of Parliament, who had ſat the 


court- martial at Portſmouth, roſe up in his place, 
and made application to the Houſe of Commons in 
behalf of himſelf and ſeveral other members of that 


tribunal, praying the aid of the legiſlature to be 
releaſed from the oath of ſecreſy impoſed on courts- 
intidle,. ae ee kies of comiice and dene, But in muſh 


article, | 
be acknowledged that the E- implied cannot be wilful negligence 
for wilful negligence, in Admiral Byng's ſituation, muſt have procee 


either from cowardice or diſaffection, and he is cxpreſsl 9 6 


theſe crimes ; beſides, theſe crimes, which are implied only, and not 
may indeed juſtify ſuſpicion and private opinion, but cannot ſatisfy the 
conſcience in caſe of blood. | | 
« Admiral Byng's fate was referred to a court-martial, his life and death 
were left 2 ions. The court - martial — * * be- 
cauſe, as expreſal » they were under a nece of doin rea- 
ſon of the letter of 2 — 7 ſeyerity of which _ co laiged of, be- 
cauſe it admits of no mitigation. The coutt- martial expreſily ſay, that for 
the ſake of their conſciences, as well De the priſoner, they 
moſt earneſtly recommend him to his Majeſty for mercy ; it is evident, then, 
_ the opinions and conſciences of the judges, he was not deſerving 


« The queſtion then is, ſhall the opinions or neceſſities of the court- mar- 
tial determine Admiral Byng's fate ? If it ſhould be the latter, he will be 


executed contrary to the intentions and meaning of his judges; if the former, 


his life is not forfeited. His judges declare him not deſerving of death; but, 


miſtaking either the meaning of the law, or the nature of his offence, they 
bring him under an article of war, which, according to their own deſcrip- 
tion of his offence, he does not, I conceive, fall under; and then they con- 
demn him to death, becauſe, as they ſay, the law admits of no mitigation, 
Can a man's life be taken away by ſuch a ſentence? I would not willingly be 
mifunderſtood, and have it believed that I judge of Admiral Byng's Jelerts ' 
that was the buſineſs of a court-martial, and it is my duty only to act accord- 
to my conſcience ; which, after deliberate conſideration, affiſted by — 
light a poor underſtanding can afford it, remains ſtill in doubt, 
therefore I caunot conſent to ſign a warrant whereby the ſentence of the 
court-martial may be carried into execution; for I cannot help thinking, 
that however criminal. Admiral Byng may be, his life is not forfeited by that 
ſentence, 1 do not mean to find fault with other men's opinions ; len- 
deavour at, is to give reaſons for my own ; and all I defire or wiſh is, that 


- 


ſerts, nor to give any opinion on the propricty of the 


„ Signed, 6th Feb. 2757, at the Admiralty. | 
6a @ |, Fo," 


I may not be miſunderſtood; I do not pretend to judge Admiral Byng's de» 
act. | 


. 
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martial, that they might diſcloſe the grounds on CHAP. 
which ſentence of — had paſſed on Admiral _ YE 
Byng, and, perhaps, diſcover ſuch circumſtances as — 
mige ſhow the ſentence to be improper. — 227. 
this application produced no reſolution in the Houſe, 
the King, on the twenty- ſixth day of February, ſent 
a a meſſage to the Commons by Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
importing, that though he had determined to let 
the law take its courſe with relation to Admiral 
Byng, and reſiſted all ſolicitations to the contrary, 
yet, as a member of the Houſe had expreſſed ſome 
ſeruples about the ſentence, his Majeſty had thought 
fit to reſpite the execution of it, that there might be 
an opportunity of knowing, by the ſeparate exami- 
nation of the members of the court- martial, upon 
oath, what grounds there were for ſuch ſeruples, and 
that his Majeſty was reſolved ſtill to let the ſentence 
be carried into execution, unleſs it ſhould appear 
from the ſaid examination, that Admiral e gp 
unjuſtly condemned. The ſentence might be ſtrictly 
legal, and, at the ſame time, very ſevere, accord- 
ing to the maxim, ſummum jus, ſumma infuria. In 
ſuch caſes, and perhaps in ſuch cafes only, the ri- 
gour of the law ought to be ſoftened by. the lenient 
d of the royal prerogative. That this was the 
caſe of Admiral Byng appears from the warm and 
r interceſſion of his jury, a ſpecies of interceſſion 
which hath generally, if not always, prevailed at the 
foot of the throne, when any thing favourable for the 
criminal had -appeared in the courfe of the trial. 
How much more then might it have been expected 
to ſucceed, when earneſtly urged as a caſe of con- 
ſcience, in behalf of a man whom his judges had 
_— acquitted of cowardice and treachery, the 
only two imputationsthat rendered him criminal in 
the eyes of the nation! Such an interpoſition of the 
crown in parliamentary tranfactions was irregular, 
unneceflary, and at another juncture + uth=/e 
been productive of violent heats and decla 70 | 
Magens. IJ 2 
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the effect of inattention, rather than à deſign to en- 
croach upon the privileges of the HouſGaG. 
S XLIV. The meſſage being communicated; a 
bill was immediately brought in, to releaſe the mem- 
bers of the court-martial from the obligation of 
ſecrecy, and paſſed through the. Lower-Houſe with- 
out oppoſition: but in the Houſe of Lords it ap- 
ared to be deſtitute of a proper foundation. They 
ent a meſſage to the Commons, deſiring them to 
give leave that ſuch of the members of the court 


martial as were members of that Houſe might 


attend their Lordſhips, in order to be examined on 


the ſecond reading of the bill; accordingly they, and 
the reſt of the court-martial, attended, and anſwer- 


ed all queſtions without heſitation. As they did 
not inſiſt upon any excuſe, nor produce any fatis- 
factory realon for ſhowing that the man they had 
condemned was a proper object of merey, their 


Lordſhips were of opinion that there was no occaſion 


ſor paſſing any ſuch bill, which, therefore, they 


almoſt unanimouſly rejected. It is not eaſy to con- 


ceive what ſtronger reaſons could be given for 


proving Mr. Byng an re of. mercy, than thoſe 


mentioned in the letter ſent to the board of Admi- 


aalty by the members of the court- martial, who 


were empowered to try the imputed offence, con- 
ſequently muſt have been been deemed well quali- 
fied to judge of his conduſſ t.. 

$XLV. The unfortunate Admiral being thus 
abandoned to the ſtroke of juſtice, prepared himſelf 
for death with reſignation and tranquillity. He 


maintained a ſurpriſing cheerfulneſs to the laſt; nor 


did he, from his condemnation to his execution, 
exhibit the leaſt ſign of impatience or apprehenſion. 


During that interval he had remained on board of the 


Monarque, a third- rate ſhip of war, anchored in the 


harbour of Portſmouth, under a ſtrong guard, in 


cuſtody of the marſhal of the Admiralty. On the 
. fourteenth 


„„es een err 


8.88 222 


AVG EQ R460 nnn 79 
fourteenth of March, the day fixed for his execution; CHAP. 
the boats belonging to the ſquadron at Spithead I. 
being manned and armed, containing their captains — 4 
and officers, with a detachment of marines, attended 

this ſolemnity in the harbour, which was alſo 
crowded with an infinite number of other boats and 
veſſels filled with ſpectators. About noon, the 
Admiral having taken leave of a r n, and 
two friends who accompanied him, walked out of 
the great cabin to the quarter-deck, where two files 
of marines. were ready to execute the ſentence. lle 
advanced with a firm deliberate ſtep, a compoſed 
and reſolute countenance, and reſolved to ſuffer with 
his face uncovered, until his friends, repreſenting that 
his looks would poſſibly intimidate the ſoldiers, and 
prevent their taking aim properly, he ſubmitted to 
their requeſt, thre his hat on the deck, kneeled on 
a cuſhion; tied one white handkerchief, over his 
eyes, and dropped the other as a ſignal for his exc- 
cutioners, who fired a volley ſo deciſive, that five 
balls paſſed through his body, and he dropped down 
dead in an inſtant. The time in which this tra- 
gedy was acted, from his walking out of the cabin 
to his being depoſited in the coffin, did not exceed 
thats [RIDERS fir, n 
S XLVI. Thus fell, to the aſtoniſhment of all 
Europe, Admiral John Byng, who, whatever his 
errors and indiſcretions. might have been, ſeems. to 
have been raſhly condemned, meanly given up, and 
cruelly ſacrificed to vile conſiderations. The ſenti- 
ments of his. own fate he avowed on the verge of 
eternity, when there was no longer any cauſe of diſ- 
ſimulation, in the following declaration, which, im- 
mediately before his death, he delivered to the Mar- 
- ſhal of the Admiralty. © A few moments will now 
deliyer me from the virulent perſecution, and fruſtrate » 
the further malice of my enemies: nor need I envy : 
thema life ſubject ths {ſenſations my injuries, and 
the injuſtice done me, muſt create, Perſuaded 1 


' 
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BOOK that juſtice will be done to my reputation hereaſter: mo 

II. the manner and cauſe of raiſing and keeping up the the 
72:5; popular clamour and prejudice: againſt me will be cou 
fſieen through. 1 ſhall be conſideted (as I now per- wma 
ceive myſelf) a victim deſtined to divert che indig- ſpir 
nation and reſentment of an injured and deluded the 
le from the proper objects. My enemies them- nor 
lves muſt now think me innocent. Happy for At c 
me, at this my laſt moment, that I know my own of 
| innocenee, and am conſcious that no part of my wh 
| country's misfortunes can be owing to me. I hear- inff 
5 tily wiſh the ſhedding my blood may contribute to of 
; the happineſs and ſervice of my country; bur can- aſſe 
1 not reſign my juſt claim to a faithful diſcharge of my ein 
| duty according to the beſt of my judgment, and par 
g the utmoſt exertion of my ability for his Majeſty's hec 
| '  . honour, and my country's ſervice. I am ſorry that ple 
[ my endeavours were not attended with more ſucceſs, mu 
and that the armament under my command proved in 
too weak to ſucceed in an expedition of ſuch mo- 

ment. Truth has prevailed over calumny and falſe- der 

hood, and juſtice has wiped off the ignominious ach 

ſtain of my ſuppoſed want of perſonal courage, and he 

the charge of diſaffection. My heart acquits me of cle 

theſe crimes : but who can be preſumptuouſly ſure aft 

of his own judgment ? If my crime is an error in of 

ju ne, or differing in opinion from my Judges, loſ 

and if yet the error in judgment ſhould be on their — 

fide, God forgive them, as I do; and may the dif. ane 

treſs of their minds, and uneaſineſs of their con- en 

ſciences, which in juſtice to me they have repre- * 

ſented, be relieved, and ſubſide as my reſentment my 

| | has done. The ſupreme Judge ſees all hearts and 955 
motives, and to him I muſt ſubmit the juſtice 
| my cauſe.“ . MIE-TO Aba ma 


N ing this ſolemn appeal to Heaven in bis laſt 
3 moments, 
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moments, and even ſelf. conviction of innocence, CHAP. 
the character of Admiral Byng, in point of perſonal VE fo 
courage, will ſtill, with many people; remain proble- . 5 
matical. They will ſtill be of opinion, that if the 
ſpirit ofa Britiſh Admiral had been properly exerted, 
Ki French fleet would have been defeated; and Mi- 
norca relieved. A man's opinion of danger varies 
at different times, in conſequence of an irregular tide 
of animal ſpirits, and he is actuated by conſiderations 
which he dares not avow. After an officer, thus 
influenced, has hefitated or kept aloof in the hour 
of trial, the mind, eager for its own juſtification, 
aſſembles, with ſurpriſing induſtry, every favourable 
circumſtance of excuſe, and broods over them with 
parental partiality, until it becomes not only ſatiſ- 
fied, but even enamoured of their beauty and com- 
plexion, like a doating mother, blind to the defor- 
mity of her own offspring. Whatever Mr. Byng's 
internal feelings might have been, whatever confe- 
quences might have attended his behaviour on that 
occaſion; as the tribunal before which he was tried 
acquitted him expreſsly of cowardice and treachery, 
he was, without all doubt, a proper object for royal 
clemency ; and ſo impartial poſterity will judge him, 
after all thoſe diſhonourable motives of faction and 
of fear, by which his fate was influenced, ſhall be 
loſt in oblivion, or remembered with diſdain. The 
people of Great-Britain, naturally fierce, impatient, 
and clamorous, have been too much 3 upon 
every petty * with trials, courts- martial, 
and dilmiſſions, which tend only to render their 
military commanders raſh and precipitate, the 
populace more licentious and intractable, and to 
diſgrace the national character in the opinion of 
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$1. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge taken into the adminiſa 


tration. $11. Obliged toreſign. & III. Reflored 
to their employment. $ IV. Coalitton of parties. 
$ V. Deſcent on the coaſt of France meditaled. 
$ VI. Command of the fleet given to Sir Edward 
Hawke, and of the land: forces to Sir John Mor- 
daunt. Fleet jails, September 8, S VII. Admiral 
Knowles ſent to take Aix. & VIII. Attack and ſur- 
render of Aix. $ IX. A deſcent reſolved on. & X. 
The fleet returns to Spithead. His Majefly appoints 


aà board of enquiry into the reaſons of the fleet's re- 
tum. | $ XI. Proceedings of the court of | enquiry. 
. $ XII. Is report. $ XIII. Sir Jobn  Mordaunt 

tried -by a court-martial, and acquitted, & XIV. 


Fleets jent io the Eaft and Weſt-Indies & XV. Suc- 
ceſs of the Engliſ privateers. & XVI. Riots occa- 


.  Jooned by the high price of corn. $ XVII. Opera- 


tions in America. & XVIII. Lord Lonudoun's con- 
duct in America. & XIX. Fort» William Henry 
taken by tbe French. & XX. Naval tranſactions 


in America. & XXI. Attempt of M. de Renſin on 


Cape-coaſt=caſtle, in Africa. & XXII. State f af- 


ais in the Eaſt-Indies. Calcutta recovered. The 


Suba's camp forced, and a new. trealy concluded 


©. with him. & XXIII. Reduction of Chandernagore. 


$ XXIV. Colonel Clive defeats the Suba at Plaiſſey, 
who is afterwards depoſed and put id death. 
$XXV. King of France alſaſſinated. Tortures in- 


flicted on the afſaſſm. & XXVI. Changes in the 


French miniſtry, S XXVII. State 'of the confede- 
racy againſt the King of Pruſſia. $ XX VIII Pre- 
cautions taken by his Pruſſian Majefly. & XXIX. 


 Skirmiſhes between the Prufſians and Auſtrians. 


$ XXX. Neutrality of the Emperor, and behaviour 


- of the Duich 5 XXXI. The French take poſſeſſion of 


ſeveral 


2 


— 
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GEORGE II. 
ſcveral towns in the Low-Countries belonging 10 be 
King of Pruſſia. $ XXXII. Declaration of the 
(Karina againſt the King of Pruſſia. Factions in 
Poland. & XXXIII. Fruitleſs endeavours of the 
Engliſh to. reflore the tranquillity of Germany. 
+ $XXXIV. King of Pruſſia enters Bohemia. Prince 
of Bevern defeats the Auſtrians at Reichenberg. 
- $ RXXXV- King of Pruſſia gains a- complete victory 
over the Auſtrians near Prague. Mareſchal Scheverin 
killed. & XXXVI. Prague invefled. & XXXVII. 
And bombarded. Brave defence of the beſieged. 
S XXXVIII. Count Dawn takes the command of 
. the Auſtrian army. His charafter. & XXXIX. 
King of Pruſſia defeated at Rolin. & XL. He raiſes 
the ſiege of | Prague, and quits Bohemia. & XLI. 
Preparations for the defence of Hanover. The allied 
Army aſſembles under the Duke of Cumberland. 
S XLII. Skirmiſbes with the French. F XLIIL. 
Duke of Cumberland paſſes the Weſer. The French 
. follow him, and take Minden and Emden, and lay 
Hanover under contribution. & XLIV. Battle of 
Haſtenbeck. $ XLV. The Frenth take Hamelen. 
Duke de Richlieu ſuperſedes Mareſchal d' Etrees in 
be command of the French army. $ XLVI. The 
French take poſſeſſion of Hanover and Heſſe-Caſſel. . 
\'$XLVIL And reduce Verden and Bremen. Duke 
Cumberland ſigus the convention of Chſter-Seven. 


61. 4 65 HOUGH the Parliament of Great-Bri- CH Ap. 
. tain unanimouſly concurred inſtrengthen- VII. 
ing the hands of government for a vigorous proſe —— 
cution of the war, thoſe liberal ſupplies had like to *757- 

have proved ineffectual through a want of harmony 

in her councils. In the courſe of the laſt year the 

clamorous voice of diſſatis faction had been raiſed b 

a ſeries of diſappointments and miſcarriages, Rh 

were imputed to want of intelligence, ſagacity, and 

_ vigour in the adminiſtration. The defeat of Brad- 
dock, the reduction of Oſwego, and other forts in 
HOLT G 2 Amerjca, 
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America, the delay of armaments, the neglect of 


opportunities, ineffectual cruiſes, abſurd diſpoſitions 
of fleets and ſquadrons, the diſgrace in the Medi- 
terranean, and tae loſs of Minorca, were numbered 
among the misfortunes that flowed from the crude 
2 of a weak diſpirited miniſtry ; and the pro- 
ſpect of their acquieſcing in a continental war 
brought them ſtill farther in contempt and deteſta- 
tion with the body of the people. In order to con- 
ciliate the good-will of thoſe whom their conduct 
had diſobliged, to acquire a freſh ſtock of credit 
with their 1 and remove from their 
own ſhoulders part of what future cenſure might 
enſue, they admitted into a ſhare of the adminiſtra- 
tion a certain ſet of gentlemen, remarkable for their 
talents and popularity, headed by Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Legge, eſteemed the two moſt illuſtrious patriots of 


Great - Britain, alike diſtinguiſhed and admired for 


their unconquerable ſpirit and untainted integrity. 
The former of theſe was appointed Secretary of 
State, the other Chancellor 4 the Exchequer; and 
their friends were veſted with other honourable 
though ſubordinate offices. 8 | 
$- II. So far the people were charmed with the 
promotion of individuals, upon whoſe virtues and 


Abilities they had: the moſt perfect reliance :;- but 


theſe new ingredients would. never thoroughly mix 
with the old leaven. The adminiſtration became an 


emblem of the image that Nebuchadnezzar faw in 
his dream, the leg was of iron, and the foot was of 
clay, The old junto. found their new aſſociates very 
_ unfit for their purpoſes. They could neither per- 
ſuade, cajole, nor intimidate them into meaſures 
which they thought repugnant to the true intereſt of 
their country. The new miniſſers combated- in 
council every ſuch plan, however patroniſed: they 


openly oppoſed in Parliament every deſign Which 
they deemed unworthy of the Crown, or prejudicial - | 
to the people, even though diſtinguiſhed by 1 5 


dilection 
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dilection of the Sovereign, Far from bargaining CHAP. 


for their places, and ſurrendering their principles by 
capitulation, they maintained in office their inde- 
pendency and candour with the moſt vigilant cir- 
cumſpection, and ſeemed determined to ſhow, that 
he is the beſt miniſter to the Sovereign who acts 
with the greateſt probity towards the ſubject. "Thoſe 
who immediately ſurrounded the throne were ſup- 
poſed to have concealed the true characters of theſe 


I. 


175. 


faithful ſervants from the knowledge of their Royal 


Maſter; to have repreſented them as obſtinate, im- 
perious, ignorant, and even luke warm in their loyal- 
ty; and to have declared, that with ſuch co 7 on 
it would be impoſſible to move the machine of go- 
vernment according to his Majeſty's inclination. 
Theſe ſuggeſtions, artfully inculcated, produced the 
defired effect: on the ninth day of April Mr. Pitt, 
by his Majeſty's command, refigned the ſeals of Se- 
cretary of State for the ſouthern department. In 


the room of Mr. Legge, the King was pleaſed to 


grant the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
the Right Honourable Lord Mansfield, Chief Juſtice 


of the Court of King's-Bench, the ſame perſonage 


whom we have mentioned before under the name of 


Mr. Mutray, Solicitor-General, now promoted and 


ennobled for his extraordinary merit and important 
ſervices. The fate of Mr. Pitt was extended to ſome 
of his prineipal friends: the Board of Admiralty was 


changed, and ſome other removals were made with 


the ſame intention. | Wikis 
- $TIE. What was intended as a diſgrace to Mr. 


Pitt and Mr. Legge turned out one of the moſt 


ſhining circumſtances of their characters. The 


whole nation ſeemed to riſe up, as one man, in the 


vindication of their fame: every mouth was opened 
in their praiſe; and a great number of reſpectable 
Cities . corporations preſented them with the free- 
dom of their reſpective ſocieties, encloſed in gold 
boxes of curious workmanſhip, as teſtimonies of 
Finns | G 3 their 
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BOOK their peculiar veneration. What the ; people highly 
O C 


I. eſteem, they in a manner idolize. 


ontented 


757. with making offerings ſo flattering and grateful to 
conſcious virtue, they conceived the moſt violent 
prejudices againſt thoſe gentlemen who ſueceeded in 
the adminiſtration ;: fully convinced, that the ſame 
perſons who had ſunk the nation in the preſent diſ- 
treſsful circumſtances, who had brought on her diſ- 
honour, and reduced her to the verge of deſtruction, 
; were by no means the fit inftruments of her delivery 

and redemption.  . The whole kingdom caught fire 
at the late changes; nor could the power, the cun- 
ning, and the artifice of a faction, long ſupport it 

- againſt the united voice of Great-Britain, which ſoon 
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ſible to perſuade the people that ſalu mea 


pierced the ears of the Sovereign. It was not Po 7 
u 


could be ſuggeſted or purſued, except by the few, 
whoſe zeal for the honour of their country, and 
ſteady adherence to an upright diſintereſted conduct, 
had ſecured their confidence, and claimed their ve- 
neration. A great number of addreſſes, dutifully 
and loyally expreſſed, ſolicited the King, ever ready 
to meet half-way the wiſhes of his faithful people, 
to reſtore Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge to their former 
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, 
} 
1 


— NE 


ployments. Upon this they reſted the ſecurity 
| honour of the nation, as well as the publick ex- 
cation of rhe ſpeedy and ſuceſsſul iſſue of a war, 
itherto attended with diſgraces and misfortunes. 


Accordingly, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 
redeliver the ſeals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him Se- 


cretary of State for the ſouthern — weak on the 


twenty-ninth day of June; and, five days after, the 


office of Chancellor of the Nee was reſtored 
to Mr. Legge: promotions that afforded univerſal 


- ſatisfaction. 1 


$IV. It would not, perhaps, he poſſible to ex- 


clude, from a ſhare in the adminiſtration, all who 
were not perfectly agreeable to the people: however 


unpopular the late miniſtry might appear, full they 
f FA poſſeſſed 


res 


0nd n 


and credit in the Houſe of Commons, to thwart 
every meaſure in which they did not themſelves 
partake. This conſideration, and very recent ex- 
perience, probably dictated the neceſſity of a coali- 
tion, ſalutary in itſelf, and prudent, becauſe it was 
the only means of aſſuaging the rage of faction, and 
healing thoſe diviſions, more pernicious to the pub- 
lick than the moſt miſtaken and blundering coun- 
cils. Sir Robert Henley was made Lord-keeper of 
the Great Seal, and ſworn of his Majeſty's Privy- 
council, on the thirteenth day of June: the cuſtody 
of the Privy Seal was committed to Earl Temple: 


8 
poſſeſſed ſufficient influence in the Privy-council, CHAT. 
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his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, Mr. ge, Mr. 


Nugent, Lord Viſcount Duncannon, and Mr. Gren- 
ville; were appointed Commiſſioners for executing 
the office of an of his Majeſty's Exchequer: 
Lord Anſon, Admirals Boſcawen and Forbes, Dr. 
Hay, Mr. Weſt, Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Elliott, to 
preſide at the Board of Admiralty: Mr. Fox was 
gratified with the office of Receiver and Paymaſter- 
genera! of all his Majeſty's s, garriſons, and 

nd-forces; and the Earl of Thomond was made 
Treaſurer of the King's Houſehold, and ſworn of 
his Majeſty's Privy-council. Other promotions 
likewiſe took place, with a deſign to gratify the ad- 
herents of either party ; and ſo equally was the royal 
favour diſtributed, that the utmoſt harmony for a 
long time ſubliſted. Ingredients, ſeemingly hetero- 
geneous, conſolidated into one uniform maſs, ſo as 


to produce effects far exceeding the moſt ſanguine 


expectations; and this prudent arrangement proved 
diſpleaſing only to thoſe whom violent party-attach- 
ment had inſpired with a narrow and excluſive ſpirit. 

$ V. The accumulated loſſes and diſappointments 


of the preceding year made it abſolutely neceſſary to 


retrieve the credit of the Britiſh-arms and councils 
by ſome vigorous and ſpirited enterprize, which 
{hauld, at the ſame N roduce ſome . 
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depreſſed by the repulſe at Colin, and in danger of 
being attacked by the whole power of France, now 
ready to fall upon him, like à torrent, which had 
ſo lately ſwept before it the army of obſervation, 
now on the brink of diſgrace, A well- planned and 
vigorous deſcent on the coaſt of France, it was 
thought, would probably give a deciſive blow to the 
marine of that kingdom, and at the ſame time effect 
a powerful diverſion in favour of the Pruſſian Mo- 
narch and the Duke of Cumberland, driven from all 
his poſts in the electorate of Hanover, by drawing 
a part of the French forces to the defence = 
tection of their own coaſts, Both were objects of 
great concern, upon which the Sovereign and mi- 
niſtry were ſedulouſſy bent. His Royal Highneſs 


the Duke, in a particular manner, urged the neceſ- 


ſity of ſome enterprize of this nature, as the only 
expedient to obviate the ſhameful convention now 
in agitation. The miniſtry foreſaw, that, by de- 


ſtroy ing the enemy's ſhipping, all ſuccourg would 


be cut off from America, whither they were daily 
tranſporting troops; the Britiſh commerce ſecured 


without thoſe convoys fo inconvenient to the Board 


of Admiralty, and to the merchants; and thoſe ideal 


fears of an invaſion, that had in ſome meaſure af. 
fected the publick credit, wholly diſpelled. 

9 VL From theſe conſiderations a powerful fleet 
was ordered to be got in readineſs to put to ſea on 


the ſhorteſt notice, and ten regiments of foot were 


marched to the Ifle of Wight. The naval arma- 
ment, conſiſting of eighteen ſhipsof the line, beſides 
frigates, fire-ſhips, bomb-ketches, and- tranſports, 
was put under the command of Sir Edward Hawke, 
an officer whoſe faithful ſervices recommended him, 
above all others, to this command; and Rear-Admi- 

ral Knowles was appointed his ſubaltern. Sir John 
Mordaunt was preferred to take the command of the 
land forces; and both ſtrictly enjoined to act * 


G r NU 1 
the utmoſt unanimity and harmony. Europe beheld CHAP, 
with aſtoniſhment theſe mighty 2 The VII. 
deſtination of the armament was wrapped in the N nK 
moſt profound ſecreſy: it exerciſed the penetration 
of politicians, and filled France with very ſerious 
alarms. Various were the impediments which ob- 
ſtructed the embarkation of the troops for ſeveral 
weeks, while Mr. Pitt expreſſed the greateſt uneaſi- 
neſs at the delay, and repeatedly urged the com- 
mander in chief to expedite his departure; but a ſuf. 
ficient number of tranſports, owing to ſome blunder 
inthe contractors, had not yet arrived. The troops 
_ expreſſed an tager impatience to ſignalize themſelves 
againſt the enemies of the liberties of Europe; but 
the ſuperſtitious drew unfavourable 2 the 
dilatorineſs of the embarkation. At laſt the tranſ- 
s arrived, the troops were put on board with all 
expedition, and the fleet got under ſail on the eighth 
day of September, attended with the prayers of every 
en warmed with the love of his country, and ſo. 
ici 


tous for her honour. The publick, big with 
expectation, dubious where the ſtroke would fall, 
but confident of its ſucceſs, were impatient for 
roy from the fleet; but it was not till the four- 
teenth, that even the troops on board began to con- 
ure that a deſcent was meditated on the coaſt of 
France, near Rochefort or Rochelle. | ” 
$ VII. On the twentieth, the fleet made the Iſle of 
Oleron, and then Sir Edward Hawke ſent an order 
to Vice-Admiral Knowles, requiring him, if the 
wind permitted the fleet, to proceed to Baſque 
road, to ſtand in as near to the Iſle of Aix as the 
ilot would carry him, with ſuch ſhips of his divi- 
n as he thought neceſſary for the ſervice, and to 
batter the fort till the garriſon ſhould either abandon 
or ſurrender it. But the immediate execution of 
this order was fruſtrated by a French ſhip of war's 
ſtanding in to the very middle of the fleet, and con- 
tinuing in that ſtation for ſome time before ſhe diſ- 
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covered her miſtake, or any of the Captains had a 


ſignal thrown out to give chacr. Admiral Knowles, 
when too late, ordered the Magnanime, Captain 


Howe, and Torbay, Captain Keppel, on that ſer- 


vice, and thereby retarded the attack upon which 
he was immediately ſent. A ſtroke of policy greatly 


to be admired; as from hence he gained time to 


aſſure himſelf of the ſtrength of the fortifications of 


Aix, before he ran his Majeſty's ſhips into danger. 


VIII. While the above ſhips, with the addition 


of the Royal William, were attending the French 
ſhip of war ſafe into the river Garonne, the remain- 
der of the fleet was beating to windward off the Ifle 
of Oleron; and the commander in chief publiſhi 

orders and regulations which did credit to his judg- 
ment, and would have been highly uſeful, had there 
ever been occaſion to put them in execution. On 
the twenty- third the van of the fleet, led by Captain 
Howe in the Magnanime, ſtood towards Aix, a 
ſmall iſland ſituated in the mouth of the river Cha- 
rente. leading up to Rochefort, the fortifications 
half finiſhed, and mounted with about thirty can- 


non and mortars, the garriſon compoſed of ſix hun- 


dred men, and the whole iſland about five miles in 
circumference. As the Magnanime approached, 
the enemy fired briſkly upon her; but Captain 
Howe, regardleſs of their faint endeavours, kept 


on his courſe without flinching, dropped his anchors 


cloſe to the walls, and poured in ſo inceſſant a fire 
as ſoon ſilenced their artillery. It was, however, 


ncar an hour before the fort ſtruck, when ſome forces 


were landed to take ꝓpſſeſſion of ſo important a 
conqueſt, with orders to Aemoliſii the fortifications, 
the care of which was entruſted to Vice-Admiral 
Knoules. ä 


X. Inconſiderable as this ſucceſs might appear, 


it greatly elated the troops, and was deemed an 
happy amen of further advantages; but, inſtead of 


| embarking the troops that night, as was ee 
5 2 


expect 
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expected, ſeveral ſucceſſive days were ſpent in aan, C 


cils of war, ſoundings of the coaſt, and delibera- 
tions whether the King's expreſs orders were practi- 
cable, or to be complied with. Eight days were 
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clapſed ſince the firſt appearance of the fleet on tho 


coaſt, and the alarm was given to the enemy. Sir 


Edward Hawke, indeed, propoſed laying a fixty 
gun ſhip againſt Fouras, and battering that fort, 


which it was thought would help to ſecure the land- 
ing of the troops, and facilitate the enterprize on 


Rochefort. This a French pilot on board (Thierry) 


undertook ; but after a ſhip had been lighted for 


the purpoſe, Vice-Admiral Knowles reported, that a 


bomb. ketch had run a- ground at above the diſtance 
of two miles from the fort; upon whichthe project 


of battering or bombarding the fort was abandoned. 
The Admiral likewiſe propoſed to bombard Ro- 
chelle: but this overture was over-ruled, for rea- 


ſons which we need not mention. It was at length 


determined, in a council of war held on the eighth, 
to make a deſcent, and attack the forts leading to 
and upon the mouth of the river Charente. An 
order, in conſequence of this reſolution, was im- 

mediately ĩſſued for the troops to be ready to em- 
bark from the tranſports in the boats preciſely at 


twelve o'clock at night. Accordingly, the boats 
were prepared, and filled with the men at the time - 


appointed, and now they remained beating againſt 
each other, and the ſides of the ſhips, for the ſpace 
of four hours, while the council were determinin 
whether, after all the trouble given, they ſhoul 


land; when, at length, an order was publiſhed for 


the troops to return to their reſpective tranſports, 
and all thoughts of a deſcent, to appearance, were 
wholly abandoned. The ſucceeding days were em- 


ployed in blowing up and demoliſhing the fortifica- 


tions of Aix; after which, the land officers, in a 


council of war, took the final reſolution of returning 
to England without any further attempts, fully 1 * 
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' BOOK ſied they had done all in their power to execute the 


deſigns of the miniſtry, and chooſing rather to op- 
poſe-the frowns of an angry Sovereign, the murmurs 
of an incenſed nation, and the contempt of man- 
kind, than fight a handful of daſtardly militia. 
Such was the iſſue of an expedition that raiſed the 
expectation of all Europe, threw the coaſts of France 
into the utmoſt confuſion, and coſt the people of 
England little leſs than a million of money. 

X. The fleet was no ſooner returned than the 
whole nation was in a ferment. The publick ex- 
pectation had been wound up to the higheſt pitch, 
and now the diſappointment was proportioned to the 
ſanguine hopes conceived, that the pride of France 
would have been humbled by ſo formidable an ar- 


mament. The miniſtry, and with them the national 
voice, exclaimed againſt the commanding officers, 


and the military men retorted the calumny, by lay- 
ing the blame on the projectors of the enterprize, 
who had put the nation to great expenſe before 
they had obtained the neceſſary information.. Cer- 
tain it was, that blame muſt fall ſomewhere, and 
the miniſtry reſolved to acquit themſelves and fix 
the accuſation, by requeſting his Majeſty to appoint 
a board of officers of character and ability, to enquire 
into the cauſes of the late miſcarriage. This alone 
it was that could appeaſe the publick clamours, and 
afford general ſatisfaction, The enemies of Mr. 
Pitt endavgured to wreſt the miſcarriage of the ex- 
pedition to his prejudice, but the whiſpers of faction 
were ſoon drowned in the voice of the whole people 
of England, who never could ee themſelves 
that a gentleman, raiſed to the height of power and 
popularity by mere dint of ſuperior merit, integrity, 


and diſintereſtedneſs, would now ſacrifice his reputa- 


tion by a mock armament, or hazard incurring the 
derifion of Europe, by neglecting to obtain al the 
neceſſary. previous information, or doing whatever 


might contribute ta the ſucceſs of the expedition. It 


was 


% „ inet eee 
was aſked whether reaſon or juſtice dictated, that a' C NAP. 
ate unfortunate Admiral ſhould be capitally puniſhed II., 
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for not trying and exerting his utmoſt ability to re- 8 5 


lieve Fort St. Philip, inveſted by a powerful army, 
and ſurrounded with a numerous fleet, while no 
charge of negligence or cowardice was brought 
againſt thoſe who occaſioned the miſcarriage of a 
well-concertedand well-appointed expedition? The 
people, they ſaid, were not to be quieted with the 
reſolutions of a- council of war, compoſed of men, 
whoſe inactivity might frame excuſes for declining 
to expoſe themſelves to danger. Ir was publickly 
mentioned, that ſuch backwardneſs appeared amon 
the general officers before the fleet reached the Iſle of 
Oleron, as occaſioned the Admiral to declare, with 
warmth, that he would comply with his orders, and go 
into Baſque-road, whatever might be the conſequence. 
It was aſked, why the army did not land on the night 
of the twenty third or twenty- fourth, and whether 
the officers, ſent out to reconnoitre, had returned with 
ſuch intelligence as ſeemed to render a deſcent im- 
cticable? It was aſked, whether the Commander 
in Chief had complied with his Majeſty's orders, 
„To attempt, as * as ſhould be found practicable, 
©« a deſcent on the coaſt of France, at or near Roche- 
* fort, in order to attack, and, by a vigorous im- 
«. preſſion, force that place; and to burn and de- 
« ſtroy; to the utmoſt of his power, all docks, ma- 
« gazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, as ſhall be found 
e there?” Such rumours as Baſes every where 
propagated, rendered an enquiry no lefs neceſſary to 
the reputation of the officers on the expedition, than” 
to the mimiſter who had projected it. Accordingly, 
a board, conſiſting of three officers of rank, reputa. * 
tion, and ability, was appointed by his Majeſty, to 
enquire into the reaſons why the fleet returned with- 
out having executed his Majeſty's orders. 85 
S XI. The three general officers, who met on the 
twenty-firſt'of the ſame month, where Charles, Duke 
of Marlborough, Lieutenant-General, Major- Ge- 
* | 1 Ft nerals 


1 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
ROOK nerals Lord George Sackville and John Waldegrave. 
NS judge of the practicability of executing his Ma- 
1757. Jeſty's orders, it was neceſſary to enquire into the 
a nature of the intelligence upon which the expedition 
was projected. The fi moſt important was a 
letter ſent to Sir John, afterwards Lord Ligonier, 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Clark. This letter had been 
frequently examined in the Privy-Council, and 
contained, in ſubſtance, that Colonel Clark, in re- 
turning from Gibraltar, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty-four, had travelled along 
the weſtern coaſt of France, to obſerve the condition 
of the fortifications, and judge how far a deſcent 
would be practicable, in caſe of a rupture between 
Great-Britain and France. On his coming to 
Rochefort, where he was attended by an engineer, 
he was ſurpriſed to find the greateſt part of a good 
rampart, with a revetement, flanked only with 
redans; no outworks, no covered-way, and, in 
many places, no ditch, ſo that the bottom of the 
wall was ſeen at a diſtance. He remembered, that 
in other places, where the earth had been taken out 
to form the rampart, there was leſt round them a 
conſiderable height of ground, hence an enemy 
might draw a great advantage: that for above the 
length of a front, or two or three hundred yards, 
there was no rampart, or even entrenchment, but 
only ſmall ditches, in the low and marſnhy grounds 
next the river, which, however, were dry at low water; 
yet the bottom remained muddy and flimy. To- 
wards the river no rampart, no batteries, no parapet, 
on either ſide appeared, and on the land ſide he 
obſerved ſome high ground within the diſtance of 
8 one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards of the 
town; in which condition the Colonel was told by 
the engineer the place had remained for above 
ſeventy years. To prevent giving umbrage, he 
drew no plan of the place, and even burnt the few 
ſketches he had by him: however, as to utility, the 
Colonel declared himſelf as much ſatisfied as if _ 
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had taken a plan. He could not aſcertain the direct CHAP. 
height of the rampart, but thought it could not VII. 
exceed twenty-five feet, including the paraper. * 
The river might be about one hundred and thirty 57 
feet broad, and the entrance defended by two or 
three ſmall redoubts. As to forces, none are ever 
garriſoned at Rochefort, except marines, which, at 
the time the Colonel was on the ſpot, amounted to 
about one thouſand. This was the firſt intelligence 
the miniſtry received of the ſtate of Rochefort, 
which afforded ſufficient room to believe, that an 
attack by ſurpriſe might be attended with happy 
conſequences. It was true, that Colonel Clark made 
his obſervations in time of peace; but it was likewiſe 
probable, that no great alterations were made on 
account of the war, as the place had remained in the 
ſame condition during the two or three laſt wars with 
France, when they had the ſame reaſons as now to 
expect their coaſts would be inſulted. The next 
information was obtained from Joſeph Thierry, a 
French pilot, of the Proteſtant Religion, who paſſed 
ſeveral examinations before the Privy-Council. 
This perſon declared, that he had followed the buſi- 
neſs of a pilot on the coaft of France for the ſpace 
of twenty years, and ſerved as firſt pilot in ſeveral 
of the pe ſhips : that he had, in particular, 
ä poo the nime, before ſhe was taken by the 
ngliſh; for about twenty-two months, and ha 
often conducted her into the road of the Hle of Aix; 
and that he was perfectly acquainted with the en- 
trance, which, indeed, is ſo eaſy as to render a 
pilot almoſt unneceſſary. The road, he ſaid, af- 
forded good anchorage in twelve or: fourteen fa. 
thoms water, as far as Bayonne: the channel between 
the iſlands of Oleron and Rhe was three leagues 
broad, and the banks neceſſary to be avoided lay 
near the land, except one called the Boiard, which 
is eaſily diſcerned: by the breakers. He affirmed, 
that the largeſt veſſels might draw up cloſe to the 
fort of Aix, which he would undertake the Mag- 
. | nanime 


TY 
& 
6 2 
pe 7 
124 
"ih 
*. 
7 
: 
9. 
47 4 
3s 
N 
7 
. 
PR, 
E 
4 
= 
1 
2 
Fo 
» 
eg 
ON 
* 
*. 
»7 a 
* 
14 
17 
be 
* 
* 
4. 
11 
4 2 
* 
x 
; 4 
1 
7 
1 
= 
* 
i) 
HU 
' 7. 
117 I 
: 1 
vill 
8. 
8 if 
* 
13 
pt 
Wig 
* 
2 
1 
4 G 
$ | 


. , — 
-_ "» — — 
— wy re > +. a 
bow ay + tc ge 2 ea et ne 
\ "4 


96 HISTORY arcane 


BOOK nanime alone ſhould deſtroy ; that the largeſt ſhips de 
III. might come up to the Vigerot, two miles diſtant the 
1757. from the mouth of the river, with all their cannon Ha 
and ſtores: that men might be landed to the north ſev 

of fort Fouras, out of ſight of the fort, upon a mea- nin 
dow where the ground is firm and level, under Up 
cover of the cannon of the fleet. This landing place inſt 
he reckoned at about five miles from Rocheforr, in 
the way dry, and no way intercepted by ditches and he 
moraſſes. He ſaid, prone part of the city was encom- cou 
paſſed by a wall; but towards the river, on both to 
ſides, for about fixty paces, it was encloſed only tak 
with palliſades, without a foſſe. To the intelligence not 
of Col. Clark and Thierty the miniſtry added a ſe- it! 
cret account obtained of the ſtrength and diſtribu- a: 
tion of the French forces, whence it a highly lar] 
ble that no more than ten thouſand men could col 
allowed for the defence of the whole coaſt, from uf 
St. Valery to Bourdeaux. In conſequence of the Tay 
above information the ſecretexpedition was planned; del 
inſtructions were given to Sir John Mordaunt and bei 
Admiral Hawke to make a vigorous impreſſion on Wa 
the French coaſt, and all the other meaſures pro- Ro 
jecte d, which, it was imagined, would make an wh 
effectual diverfion, by obliging the enemy to em- ſee 
ploy a great part of their forces at home, diſturb and Pal 
thake the credit of their publick loans, impair the a 0 
ſtrength and refources of their navy, diſconcert on 
their extenſive and dangerous operations of war, the 
and, finally, give life, ſtrength, and luſtre to the ler 
common cauſe and his Majeſty's arms, The board fro 
of enquiry took next into conſideration the ſeveral m 
letters and explanatory inſtructions ſent to Sir John ag 
Mordaunt, in conſequence of ſome difficulties which he 
might poſſibly occur, ſtated by that General in let- foc 
ters to the miniſter, previous to his ſailing; Then ela 
they, examined the report made to Sir Edward tic 
5 Hawke by Admiral Broderick, and the captains of thi 
men of war ſent to ſound the French ſhore from ſer 


| Rochelle to fort Fouras, dated September the 


twenty- 


aa 97 
twenty=ninth ; the reſult of the councils of war on CHAP. 
the twenty-fifth and dere end Sir Edward II. 
Hawke's letter to Sir John Mordaunt on the twenty- re" 
ſeventh, and the General's anſwer. on the twenty M750» 
ninth : after which Sir John Mordaunt was called 
upon to give his reaſons for not putting his Majeſty's 
inſtructions and orders in execution. This he did 
in ſubſtarice as follows: The attempt on Rochefort, 
he underſtood, was to have been on the footing of a 
coup de main or {urpriſe, which it would be impoſſible 
to execute if the deſign was diſcovered, or the alarm 
taken. He alſo underſtood that an attempt could 
not be made, nay, that his Majeſty, did not require 
it ſhould, unleſs a proper place for debarking, and 
a ſafe retreat for the troops was diſcovered, partici 
larly where the ſhips could protect them; and a ſafe 
communication with the fleet, and conveyance of + 

5 5 from it, were found. His ſentiments, he 
fad, were confirmed by a paper to this purpoſe, 
delivered to him by Sir John Ligonier, on his firſt 

being appointed to command the expedition. It 
was kw ite probable, he thought, that although 
Rochefort ſhould have remained in the ſituation in 
which Colonel Clark and the pilot Thierry had 
ſeen it three years before, yet that a few days pre- 

ration could make it ſufficiently defenſible againſt 
chu p de main. Judging, therefore, the dependance 
on ſuch an x wowang alone improper, he applicd to 

the miniſtry for two more old battalions, and artil- 
lery for a regular attack to force the place, which, 
from its conſtruction, - appeared as difficult to be 
made defenſible againſt the latter, as eaſily ſecured 
againſt the former. But this requeſt being refuſed, 
he ſtill thought ir his duty to obey his orders on the 
footing on which the expedition was planned, eſpe- 

_ cially as he underſtood his inſtructions were diſcre- 
tionary, regarding the circumſtances of the time, 
the condition of the place, and the nature of the 
ſervice. He recited the poſitive and credible intel- 
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BOO K gende rectivel, as Well before the embarkatlon as 
during the voyage, of the alarm given to France, 


and the preparations made along the French coaſts 
from Breſt and St. Maloes to Rochefort: the acci- 


dents that kept the fleet hovering along the coaſts, 


and prevented the poſſibility of an attempt by ſur- 
riſe; the reports of all the gentlemen employed in 


0 Tard the coaſts, fo contrary to the intelligence 
given by Thierry the pilot: the opinion of the coun. 


Eil of war, by which he was enjoined to act, and 
with which his own judgment concurred: the en- 
deavours uſed, after.the twenty-fixth, to find out 
Tome expedient for annoying the enemy and execu- 
ting his Majeſty's inſtrüctions: the attempt made to 
land, in confequence of the reſolution of the ſecond 
. e6uncil of war, which was prevented by boiſterous 
and ftormy weather; and, laſtly, the reaſons that 
determined him, in Concert” With the other land 
'0meers; to return to England. 
FXII. Having confideted all theſe circumſtances, 
and examined ſeveral officers who ſerved in the ex- 


Pres, tie court of enquiry gave in the follow in 
po 


port to his Majeſty ;—< It appears to us, that one 
cauſeof the expedition having failed is, the not attack- 
ing Fort Fouras by ſea; at the ſame time that it could 
have been attacked by land, agreeably to the firſt 
deſign, which certainly maſt have been of the greateſt 
utility towards carrying your Majeſty's inſtructions 
into execution. * It was at firſteſolved by Admiral 
Hawke; (Thierry, the nx having undertaken the 


"Rafe conducł ofa ſhip to Fort Fouras for that purpoſe), 


but afterwards laid aſide, upon rhe repreſentation of 


Vice-Admffal Knoyles, that the Barffeur, the ſhi 

deſigned for that ſervice, was a-ground, at the 
diſtance of between four and five miles from the 
"ſhore: bit as neither Sir Edward Hawke or the 
5 pre could attend to give any information ypon that 
head, we cannot preſume to offer any certain opi- 
nion thereupon. We conceive another cauſe of the 
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honed, ind Held on the twenty Ach, in which 
it was unagimobſ feſdlved nor 55 land, a tits 
tempt on R ant was neith K Vie or KH 
_ le: but it does not appear to us Thar Ne 
then, or at any time afterwards, either 4 body” 
ergo of batteries on ſhore ſufficient to have pre ven 5 
the atrempting a deſcent, in purſuance of the in- 
Hen figned by your Ma ajefty : neither does it 
appeat to us chat there were any reaſons ſufficient to 
induce the council of war to believe that Rochefort 
was fo changed in reſpect to its ſtrength, or poſture 
of defence, fince the de was firſt reſolved o 
in England, as to preyent all attempts of an attac 
pod, 1 Place, in order to burn and deſtroy the 
deks, magazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, in obe- 
diente to Ok Majeſty's command. "And we think 
ourſelves obliged to remark, in the council of war 
on the twenry-eighth' of September, that no reaſon 
could have exiſted fifficient to prevent the attempt 
of landing che troops, as the council then unani- 
motfly reſolved to land with all poſſible diſpatoh. 
We beg leave alfo to remark, that after its being 
unanimouſly. reſolved to 15 in the council of war 
of the twenty eighth of 8 eptember, the reſolution 
was taken of returning to England, without any re- 
gular or general meeting of the ſaid council? but 
as the Whole operation was of ſo inconſiderable a 
nature, we do not offer this to your Majeſty as a 
cauſe of the failure of the expedition ; fince we caf- 
i but look upon che expedition to have failed from 
e tirge the great objeck of it was laid afide in the 
couneit of war of ine twenty-fifth;” 
XIII. This report, figned by hes general officers 
Mattborough, Sack 1 aldegrave, | proba. 
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KISTORY OF/ENGLAND. 


BOOK bly Jaid the foundation for the Court-martial which 


— 
1757. 


far ſoon after upon the conduct of the commander 
in chief on the expedition. The enemies of the 
miniſter made a handle of the miſcarriage to leſſen 
him in the eſteem of the publick, by laying the 


whole blame on his forming a project ſo expenſive to 


the nation, on intelligence not only ſlight at che firſt 
view, but falſe upon further examination. But the 
people were ſtill his advocates; they diſcerned ſome- 

ing myſterious in the whole condudt of the com- 
mander in chief. They plainly perceived that cau- 


tion took place of vigour, and that the hours for 


action were fpent in deliberations and councils of 


war. Had he debarked the troops, and made ſuch 
an attack as would have diſtinguiſhed his courage, 


the voice of the people would have acquitted him, 


however unſucceſsful, tho! rudence, perha 

might have condemned 4 8 Braddoc 's 
raſhneſs they deemed preferable to Mordaunt's in- 
activity: the loſs of ſo many brave lives was thought 
leſs injurious and diſgraceful to the nation, than the 
too ſafe return of the preſent armament. The one 
demonſtrated Heats Bricith ſpirit ſtill exiſted z. the 
ether ſeemed to indicate the too powerful influen 


of wealth, luxury, and thoſe manners which tend to 


debauch and amaſculate the mind. A youth trial 
of the commander in chief was expected by the peo- 


po and/it was graciouſ] ag by his Majeſty. 
c 


is even thought that Sir John Mordaunt himſelf 


demanded tu have. his conduct ſcrutinized, by which 


of December: The Court was compoſed of nine 


method alone he was ſenſible his character could be 
re-eſtabliſhed. ' His om (ec warrant for holdinga 
Court-imartial was accordingly ſigned on the third day 


Meutenant- generals, nine major-generals, and three 


ſdre the ¶Gourt, and the ſollo ing charge was exhibited 
3 Fg againſt 


colonels, who. fat on the fourtcenth, and continued, 
by ſeveral adjournments, tothe twentieth. Lieute- 
nant General Sir John. Mordaunt came priſoner be- 


rg g 28 239 8 


„ 0 365%. an 
gainſt him; namely, That he being appointed, by HAP 
oh King, commander in chiefof his Majeſty's forces VII. 
ſent on an expedition to the coaſt of France, an 7752, 
having received orders and inſtructions relativs 
thereto from his Majeſty, under his royal ſign- 
manual, and alſo by one of his principal Secretaries 

of State, had diſobeyed his Majeſty's {aid orders and 
inſtructions. The proceedings of this court were 
nearly ſimilar to thoſe of the court of enquiry. The 

ſame evidences were examined, with the addition of 

Sir Edward Hawke's depoſition; and a defence, dif- 

fering in no effential point from the former, made 

by the priſoner, but the judgment given was clear 

and explicit. Sir John Mordaunt was unanimouſly 

found” Not guilty, and therefore acquitted, while 

the publick opinion remained unaltered, and many 
perſons inveighed as bitterly againſt the lenity of the 
preſent Court-martial as they had formerly againſt 

the ſeverity of the ſentence paſſed upon a late unfor- 

runate Admiral. The evidenceof one gentleman in 
eff un fed he was aecuſed oftergiver« 

ation, and of ſhowing that partial indulgence which 

his own conduct required. He publickly defended 

his character: his performance was cenſured, and 
himſelf diſmiſſed the ſervice of his ſovereign. 
XIV. Beſides the diverſion intended by a deſcent 

on the coaſt of France, ſeveral other m were 
employed to amuſe the enemy, as well as to protect 

* trade of the kingdom, ſecure our colonies in the 

Weſt· Indies, and inſure the continuance of the ex- 
traordinary ſucceſs which had lately blefſed his 
Majeſty's arms in the Eaſt-Indies; but theſe we 

could not mention before without breaking the 

thread of our narration. On the-ninth of February 
Admiral Weſt fajled with a ſquadron of men of war 

to the weſtward, as did Admiral Coates with the. 

fleet under his convoy to the Weſt-Indies, and | 
Commodore Stevens with the trade to the Eaft. ; 


ndjes, in che month of March. Admiral F 
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Duke d Aquitaine Indiaman, now fitred' ont as a CHa. 
ſhip of war, taken by the Eagle and the WI. 


Pte Indiaman, valued at one hunde 
thouſand pounds, taken by the Dover man of 
wry and above fix privateers brought into port by 
the. 5 and brave Captain Lockhart, v6 por rw 
ured with a N of preſents of 
dy ſeveral corporations, in teftimony of their e 
and regard. This run of good fortune was nat, 


| however, without ſome retribution on the ſide of 


the enemy, who, out of twenty-one ſhips homeward- 


bound from Carolina, made prize of nineteen, whence 


the merchants ſuſtained conſiderable damage, and a 
reat quantity of valuable commodities, meg: 1 

particular, was loſt to this count hos 0 
XVI. are e my "large imports 5 

a from different parts of Europe and Amęrica, 


e artifice of engroflers fill rep up the er of 


corn. So incenſe ed were the populaęe at the i 

tous combinations entered ifito to fruſtrate the 

wurs of the legiſlature, and to oppreſs the poor, that 
they roſe in a tumultuous manner in ſeveral counties, 
ſornetimes to the number of five or ſix: thouſand, 
and ſeized upon the grainbrought to market. Nor 
Was it Rage es be wondered at, confidering the 
diſtreſs to which many perſons were reduced. The 
difficulty of obtaining 15 neceſaries of life raiſed 
the price of labour at the moſt unſeaſonable time, 


when all manufacturers were overſtocked for want 


off roper market, which obliged them to diſmiſs 


half the hands before employed. Hence aroſe 


= molt pitiable condition of ſeveral thouſands of 
uf eful induftrious ſubjects; a calamity attended only 
with one advantage to the publick, namely, rhe fact- 
lity with which recruits were raiſed for his Majeſty's 
ſervice. ' At laſt the plentifuFcrops with which it 
pleafed Providence to bleſs theſa kingdoms, the pro- 
digious uantities of corn imported from faręign 
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foreſtallers and engroſſers, and reduced the . ut 
corn to the uſual ſtandard. The publick joy on thi 

event was greatly augmented by the ſafe arrival o 
the fleet from the Leeward iſlands, conſiſting of 
ninety-two fail, and of the Straits fleet, eſteemed 
worth three millions ſterling, whereby the ſilk manu- 
facturers in particular were again employed, and 
their diſtreſſes relieved. About the ſame time the 
India Company was highly elated with the joyfu 

account of the ſafe arrival and ſpirited conduct o 
three of their captains, attacked in their paſſage 
home ward by two French men of war, one 7 mk 
four, the other of twenty-ſix guns. After a warm 
engagement, which — for three hours, they 
ob 650 the French ſhips to ſheer off, with ſcarce 
any loſs on their own fide. When the engagerpent 
began, the captains had promiſed a reward of a 
thouſand pounds to the crews, by way of incitement 


to their valour;-and the company doubled the ſum, 


in recompence of their fidelity and courage. His 
Majeſty having taken into confideration the incredi- 
ble damage ſuſtained by the commerce. of theſe 


kingdoms, for want of proper. harbours and forts on 
the weſtern coaſt to receive and protect merchant. 


men, was graciouſly pleaſed to order, that a tempo- 


rary ſecurity ſhould be 4 0 he for the ſipping 
or orti- 


which migh touch at Milford-haven, until the 
fications voted in Parliament could be erected. How 
far his Majeſty's directions were complied with, the 
number of merchants ſhips. taken by the enemy's 
Pri vateers _ that coaſt ſufficiently indicated. 
XVII. Whatever reaſons the Government had 
to expect the campaign ſhould be vigorouſly puſhed 
in America, almoſt every circumſtance turned our 


contrary to expectation. Not all the endeavours of 


the Earl of Loudoun to quiet the difſentions among 


the different provinces, and to eſtabliſh unanimity 
and harmony, could prevail. Circumſtances re- 


8 | 2 
7 Ä˙éÜM— ̃ͤ ͤ P ] é A Q) nSnr ̃ð ͤ 


K i a. mm ig, 


a fig fs Workers th 


quired that he Aa a the phrr'of a wediatot, in © ON AF, 
order to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies for roſecurin 
the war, without which it was impoſſible he could 221 
appear in the character of a General., The enemy, 
in the mean time, were purſuing the blow iven 5 
Oſwego, and taking ada of the difiratio 
that appeared in the Britiſh councils. By their fe. 
ceſſes 1 71 the preceding campaign, they remained 
maſters of all the lakes, Hence they were furniſhed 
with Fe means of ractiſing on the Indians in all 
the diff ferent diſtricts, and 1 them, by re- 
wards, promiſes, 1205 menaces, to act in their a- 
vour. Pee acceſſion to their ſtrength was a real 
diminution of that of the Britiſh commander ; but 
then the ignorance or puſillanimity of ſome of the 
inferior 9 in our back ſettlements was, in effect, 
more beneficial to the enemy than all the vigilance 
and activity of Montcalm. In conſequence of the 
ſhameful loſs of Oſwego, they voluntarily abandoned 
to the mercy of the French General the whole 
country of the Fiye Nations, the only body of In- 
dians who had inviolably Fore? their engage- 
ments, or indced who had preſerved any fincere 
gard for the Britiſh 60 kat agg The communi- 
cation with theſe faithful allies was now cut off, 
the imprudent demolition of the forts, we poſſeſſe 
at the great Carrying-place. A ſtrong fort, indeed, 

was built at Wincheſter, and called Fort Loudoun, 
after the commander in chief, and four hundred 
Cherokee Indians joined the Engliſh forces at Fort 
Cumberland: but this reinforcement by no means 
counterbalanced the loſſes ſuſtained in conſequence 
of our having imprudently ſtopped up Wood-creek, 
and filled it with logs. Every perſon, the leaſt ac- 
quainted with the country, readily eived the 
weakneſs of theſe meaſures, by whi h our whole 
frontier was left open and expoſed to the irruption 
of the ſavages in the French intereſt, who would 
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diſappointment here was balanc by an advan- 
tage gained by a party of regulars and Indians at 
Ticonderoga. Colonel John Parker, with a de- 
tachment of near four hundred men, went by water, 
in whale and bay boats, to attack the enemy's ad- 
vanced guard at that place. Landing at night on 


an ifland; he ſent before dawn three boars to the 


main land, which the enemy waylaid and took. 
Having Co the the neceſſary intelligence from the 


priſo f. the Colonel's deſigns, they contrived 
555 fures, placed three hundred men in ambuſh 

chind che point where he propoſed landing, and 
ſent three Hatteaux to the place of rendez vous. Co- 
lone! Parker miſtaking theſe for his own boats, 
eagerly put to ſhore, was ſurrounded by the enemy, 
reinforced with four hundred 'men, and attacked 
with fuch impetuofiry, that, of the whole detach- 
ment, two officers and ſeventy private men 
e "Fluthed with this advantage, animated 
by the abſence of the Britiſh commander in chief, 
then at Hallifax, and fired with a defire to revenge 
the diſgrace he had lately ſuſtained before Fort 


Henry, Montcalm drew together all his forces, with 


intention to lay fiege to that place. Fort William- 
Henry ſtands on the fouthern coaſt of Lake George; 
it was built with a view to protect and cover the 
frontiers of the Engliſh colonies, as well as tg com- 
mand the lake: the fortifications were , de- 
fended by a garriſon of near three thouſand men, and 
covered by an army of four thouſand, under the 
conduct of General Webb, poſted at no great dif. 
tance. When the Marguis de Montcalm had aſſem- 
bled all the farces at Crown-Point Narr 


? 


and the adjacent pum together with a confidera 
body of Canadians and Indians, amounting in the 
whole to nearten thouſand men, he marched directly 


o the fort, made his approaches, and began to bar, 


ſ 


Ye 


7 it with a numerous train of artillery, On the 


le 


* 


* 


at nB KG ter 
very day he inveſted the place, he ſent a letter to 
olonel' Monro, the Governor, telling him, he 
thought himſelf obliged, in humanity, to deſire he 
would ſurrender the Fort, and not provoke. the great 
number of ſavages. in the French army by a vain 
reſiſtance. A detachment. of your gatriſon has 


lately, ſays Ee, experienced their cruelty; I have 


« it yet in my power to reſtrain them, and oblige 
* them to obſerve a capitulation, as none of them 
© hicherto are killed. Lour perſiſting in the defence 
% of your. fort can only retard its fate a few days, 


© and muſt of neceſſity expoſe an unfortunate garri- 
* ſon, who can poſſibly receive no relief, confider- 


* ing the precautions taken to prevent it. I de- 
© mand a deciſive anſwer, for which. purpoſe-I have 
* ſeat the Sicut Funtbrune one of my. aides- du- 
ot Lou may credit what he will inform you 
* of, from Montcalm.” General Webb beheld 
his preparations. with an indifference, and ſecurit 
8 on infatuation. It. is credibly reporte 
that he had private intelligence of all the French 
General's deſigns and motions; yet, either deſpiſing 
his ſtrengtb, or diſcrediting the information, he 
neglected collecting the militia in time, which, in 
conjunction with his own forces, would probably 
have obliged Montcalm to. relinquiſh the attempt, 
or, atleaſt, have rendered his ſucceſs very ace 
and hazardous. The enemy meeting with no dif. 
turbance from the quarter they moſt dreaded, pro- 
ſecuted the ſiege with vigour, and were warmly 
received by the garriſon, who fired with great ſpirit 
till they had burſt almoſt all their cannon, and ex- 
pended their ammunition. Neither Montcalm's 
promiſes or threats could prevail upon. them to ſur- 


render, while they were in a condition to defend 


themſelves, or could reaſonably expect aſſiſtance 
from General Webb. 19 even perſiſted to hold 
out after prudence dictated th 

Colonel Mongo was ſenſible ofthe importance of h 
"= | FL, SO TLOIET IA CIS B38 3 MS» charge, 


ey ought to ſurrender. 
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Now in his motions, would ſurely make ſome vi 


rous efforts either to raiſe the ſiege, or force a 1 


of ammunition, proviſion, and oth 5 1 L 
into the garrifon. At length neceſſity obliged him 
Meet alan ſiege from the third tothe nit 
day of 'AuguRt, to hang out à flag of truce; whic! 
was imtiediately anfwered by the French 'comman- 
der. Hoſtages were exchanged; and articles of © 
pitulation ſigned by both pafties. It was ſtipulated, 
that the garriſon of Fott Williami-Henry, and the 
troops in the retrenched A ſhould — 1 71 
with their arms, the baggage of the officers and ſol- 
diers, and all the uſual neceſſaries of war,” tſebtted 
by a detachment of French troops, and 5 55 
attached to the ſavages: that che gate of the fort 
ſhould be delivered to the troops of the Moſt Crif- 
tian King, immediately after ſigning the capittila- 


tion; and the retrenched' camp, on the departure 


of the Britiſh” forces : that the artillery, warlike 
ſtores, proviſion, and in general every thing, except 
the effects of ſoldiers and officers, ſhould, upon 


Honour, be delivered to the French troops; for 


which'purpoſe it was agreed there ſhould be deli- 
vered, with the capitulation, an exact inventory of 
the ſtores, and other particulars ſpecified; that the 
garriſon of the fort, and the troops in the retrench- 
ment and dependencies, ſtrould not ferve for the 
ſpace of eighreen months, from the date of the 
capitulation, againſt his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty; or 
his allies: that with the capitulation there ſhould be 
delivered an exact ſtate of the troops, ſpecifying the 
names of the officers, engineers, artillery then, com- 
miſſaries, and alt employed: that che officers at 


ſoldiers, Canadians, women, and ſavages; ha 


priſoners by land ſince the commencetent of che 
wat in Norch-America, ſhould be delivered in the 
fpace of three months at Carrilon; in return for 


whom an equal number of the garriſon of Fort Wil- 


liam- 
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85 for kw day e ont for the 


rſh trooþs : that hp te iu of his eſteeimi 9 15 
ſpect fof Colonel Mono and his girtifon, on ac- 
count of theit gallant defence, the Marquis de Mont- 
Sum ſhould rerurn ohe canton, a fix-pounder.— 
Whether the Mar uis de e Montcalm was really affi- 
duous to have the Farrictts putittally executed we 
cannot pretend to Lett: but certain it is, they 
were The dee int broke, in almoft every ie 

The ſavages in the French intereſt eicher paid no 
e to the capitulation, ot were permitted, from 
vi 


ws. of policy, 5 act the moſt treacherous, inhu- 


infidious part. They fell upon ti the Bri- 
th ; Prin as they marched At deſpoiled them of 
their few retaining effects, dragged the e 2 
the Engliſh forviee out of hit ratiks, and 
nated tem with circumſtances of unheatd-of barba- 
rity. , Some Britiſh ſoldiers, with their wives and 
childret, ate (aid to have been ſavagely murdered 
y thoſe brural al Indians, whofe fetocity the French 
Copter Could not effectually reſtrain. The 


: Fer par rt of the Englim A HOLE, arrived. 


at Fort. Pawan thier the protectibn öf the Pfench 
eſcort. The chemy demoliſhed the fort, catried 


| 5 5 che effects, proviſion, artillery, and every — 


elle left by i e\garifon, together wich the 


RES in the lake, atid departed, without E 


Tving thelr fuccels by 1 other attempt. 
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an evident ſuperiority. over the enemy, an army 6 
twenty thouſand regular 2 4 great number o 
vincial forces, __y ego naval power, not 
” pp than twenty ſhips of tk we abandoned our 
allies, expoſed our le, Auers! them to be cru- 


OK ended the t campaign in America, where, Th 


_elly maſſacred in fight of our troops, 15 1 


a large and valuable tract of Pais o the etert 
reproach. and diſgface of the Britiſh riame. 
i XX. As to the naval tranſitions in this a: 


try, 1 leſs infamous, mY were not leſs t | 


tunate. Immediatel Loudouh's d 
ture from Hallifax, LO Holbourn, now 


from the cart of the tranſports, ſet ſail for 3210 | 


bourg, wich fifteen ſhips of the line, one be of 
any, guns, three ſmall. frigates, and. a fire- 
t 


the object of this cruiſe might have been can 


only be 58 0 Some bagine curiolity was 
the! Admiral's ſole motive, and the deſire of inform 
himſelf with certainty of the enemy's ſtrength, 
ile others perſuade themſelves that he in hopes 
of drawing M. dela Mothe to an engagement, not- 
withſtanding his ſuperiority in number of ſhi my 
weight of metal. Be this as it may, the Briti 
ſquadron — pb off Louiſbourg on the twentieth 
day of Augu „ ang approaching within two miles of 
the —— — ſaw the French Admiral make the 
ſignal to unmoor. - Mr. Holbourn was greatly infe- 
rior in ſtrength, and it is obvious that his deſign 
was not to fight the enemy, as he immediately 
made the beft of his way to Hallifax. About h 


— middle. of September, being reinforced with four 


ſhips of the line, he again proceeded to Louiſbourg, 
probably with intention, if poſſible, - to draw the 
enemy to an engagement; but he found De la 
Mothe too prudent to hazard an unneceſſary battle, 
the loſs of which would have greatly expoſed all the 
French colonies. Here the Engliſh ſquadron conti- 


Nee 


„ 
- 


S. SSS 33847 


nued cruiſing until the twenty fifth, when they 


E 3582553 27388 


GAM ien, my 
were overtaken by a terrible ſtormy from the ſouth< CH APs 
ward. When the hurricane began, the fleet were ., 
about forty: leagues diſtant from Louiſbourg: but 
were driven, in twelve hours, withintwo miles of the . 
rocks and breakers on that coaſt, when the wind 
providentially ſhiſed. The ſhip Tilbury was wrecked 
upon the rocks, and half her crew drowned. Eleven 
ſhips were diſmaſted, others chrew their guns over- 
board; and all returned in à very ſhattered condi- 
tion to England, at a very unfavourable ſeaſon of — 
the year. In this manner ended the expedition to 

Louiſbourg, more unfortunate to the nation than 
the — Sho deſigns upon Rochefort; leſs diſ- 

raceful to the commanders, bur equally the occa- 
Lon of ridicule and-triumphtto our enemies: In- 
deed, the unhappy conſequences of the political 
diſputes at home, the inſtability of the adminiſtra- 
tion, and the frequent revolutions in our councils, 
were ſtrongly manifeſted by that languor infuſed 
into all our military operations, and general unſtea- 
dineſs in our purſuits. Faction, in the mother 
country, produced diviſions and miſconduct in the 
colonies. No ambition to fignalize themſelves ap- 
peared among the officers, from the uncertainty 
whether their ſervices were to be rewarded or con- 
demned. Their attachment to particular perſons, 
weakened the love they ought to have entertained 
for their country in general, and deſtroyed that ſpi- 
rit of enterprize, that firmneſs and reſolution which 
conſtitutes the commander, and without which the 
beſt capacity, joined to the moſt uncorruptible in- 
tegrity, can effect nothing. ry” 
XXI. The French King not only exerted him 
ſelf againſt the .Engliſh in America, but even ex- 
tended his operations to their ſettlements in Africa, 
which he ſent one of his na val commanders, witha 
ſmall ſquadron, to reduce. This gentleman, whoſe 
name Was Kerſin, had ſcoured the coaſt of Guinea; - 
and made prize of ee Keen wanne 
— #1 . ' 5 - DUT. 
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ſubordinate forts would have ſu 
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coaſt, of which had he gained poſſeſſion, the 


itted without op- 
poſition. When Mr. Bell, the Governor of this 
caſtle, received intelligence that M. de Kerſin was 
à few leagues to wind ward, and certainly intended to 
attack Cape coaſt, his whole garriſon. did not exceed 
thirty white men, excluſive of a few Mulatto ſoldiers: 


, 
* 


his ſtock of ammunition was reduced to half a barrel 


of gunpowder; and his forti fications were ſo crazy 
2 belt 


inconſiderable, that, in the opinion of the 
engineers, they could not have ſuſtained for twenty 
minutes the fire of one great ſhip, had it been pro- 
rly directed and maintained. In theſe circum- 
— few people would have dreamed of making 
any preparation for defence; but Mr. Bell enter- 
tained other 5 and mw — with 

al courage and diſcretion. rthwith 
83 a *. 5 of gunpowder, and a — ma 


of about fifty men, from certain trading veſſels that 
happened to be upon that part of the coaſt. He 


mounted ſome ſpare cannon upon an occaſional bat- 


tery, and aſſembling a body of twelve hundred ne- 


groes, well armed, under the command of their chief, 
on whoſe attachment he could depend, and ordered 
them to take poſt at the place where he apprehended 
the enemy would attempt a landing. Theſe 

cautions were hardly taken, when the French ſqua- 
dron, conſiſting of two ſhips of the line and a large 
frigate, appeared, and in a little time their attack 
began, but they met with ſuch a warm reception, 
that in leſs than two hours they deſiſted, leaving the 
caſtle very little damaged, and immediately made 
fail for the Weſt-Indies, very much to the diſap- 
8 and mortification of the Dutch officers 


belonging to the fort of El mina, in the ſame neigh- 
deter ; 70 


who made no ſcruple of expreſſing their 


- Wiſhes publickly in favour of the French Commo- 
dore, and ata diſtance * engagement with 


4 the 
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one 11 
the moſt partial eagerneſs and impatience. M. de CHAP. 
Ker ſin was generally blamed for his want of conduct I., 
and reſolution in this attempt: but he is ſaid to 757. 
have been deccived in his opinion of the real ſtate 
of Cape-coaſt caſtle, by the vigorous and reſolute 
excrtions of the Governor, and was apprehenſive of 
loſing a maſt in the engagement; a loſs which he 
copier have repaired on the whole coaſt of Africa. 
Had the fort of Cape-coaſt been reduced on this 
occaſion, in all probabiliry every petty republick of 
the negroes, ſettled under the protection of the forts 
on the Gold-coaft, would have revolted from the 
ere intereſt: for 2 2 French ſ * in 
| ir progreſs along ſhore, hovered in the o at 
Annamaboe, an Engliſh ſettlement a few —. to 
lee ward of Cape-coaſt, John Corrantee, the cabo- 
ceiro, chief iſtrate and general of the Blacks 
on that part of the coaſt, whoſe adopted ſon had a 
few years before been careſſed, and even treated as 
a Prince in England, taking it for granted that this 
enterprize of the French would be attended with 
ſucceſs, actually ſent: ſome of his dependants, with 
a preſent of refreſhments for their Commodore; the 
delivery of which, however, was prevented by Mr. 
Brew, the Engliſh chief of the fort, who ſhattered 
in pieces the canoe before it could be launched, and 
threatened with his cannon to level the black town 
with the duſt. The caboceira, though thus antici- 
pated in his deſign, reſolved to be among the firſt 
who ſhould compliment M. de Kerſin on his victory 
at Cape-coaſt; and, with this view, prepared an 
embaſſy or deputation to go there by land; but, 
underſtanding that the French had failed in their 
attempt, he thifted his deſign, without the leaſt 
heſitation, and diſpatched the ſame embaſſy to Mr. 
Bell, whom he congratulated on his victory, aſſuri 
him he had kept his men ready armed to march at 
the firſt ſummons to his aſſiſtance. mY 
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8 han XXII. In the Eaſt- Indies the ſcene was changed 
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to the honour and advantage of Great-Bri- 


greatly tot 
tain. There the commanders acted with that har- 


1737 · 


ins 


i defended. On the 


mony, ſpirit, and unanimity becoming Britons, 


zealous for the credit of their King and the intereſt 
of their country. We left Admiral Watſon and Co- 


lonel Clive, advancing to Calcutta, to revenge the 


cruel tragedy acted upon their countrymen the pre- 


ceding year. On the twenty=eighth of December, 


the fleet proceeded up the river: next day Colonel 


Clive landed, and, with the aſſiſtance of the ſqua- 
dron, in twenty-four hours, e himſelf maſter of 
Buſbudgia, a place of great ſtrength, though very 
1 Arft of Ther the ie of 
with two ſhips, N before the town of Calcutta, 
and was received by a briſk fire from the batteries. 
Thi lalute was returned ſo warmly, that the enemy's 


guns were ſoon ſilenced, and in leſs than two hours 


the place and fort were abandoned. Colonel Clive, 
on the other ſide, had inveſted the town, and made 
his attack with that vigour and intrepidity peculiar 
ro himſelf, which greatly ebe. | 
reduction of the ſettlement. As ſoon as the fort 
was ſurrendered, the brave and active Captain Coote 
with his Majeſty's troops, took poſſeſſion, and found 
ninety=one pieces of cannon, four mortars, abun- 
dance of ammunition, ſtores, and proviſion, with 
every requiſite forſuſtaining an obſtinatefiege. Thus 
the Engliſh were re-eſtabliſhed in the two e 
8 


fortreſſes in the Ganges, with the inconſiderab 


of nine ſeamen killed, and three ſoldiers. A few 
days aſter, Hughley. a city of great trade, ſituated 
Higher up the river, was reduced with as little dif- 
ficulty, but infinitely greater prejudice ta the Nabob, 


as here his ſtorehouſes of ſalt, and vaſt granaries for 
* * of his army, were burnt and deſtroyed. 
Inc 


ed at the almoſt inſtantaneous loſa of all. his 
ee and demolition of the city af Hughley, 
the Viceroy of Bengal diſcouraged all advances to an 
accommo- 


to the ſudden 
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raren 


accommodation which was propoſed by the admiral O A Fu. 


and chiets of the Company, and aſſembled an army 
of twenty thouſand horſe and fifteen thouſand foot, 
fully reſolved to expel the Engliſh out of his domi- - 
nions, and take ample 9 wy for the diſgraces 
ho had lately ſuſtained. He was ſeen marching by 
the Engliſh came in his way to Calcutta on the ſe- 
cond of February, where he encamped, about a 
mile from the town. Colonel Clive immediately 
made application to the admiral fora reinforcement, 
and ſix hundred men, under the command of Cap- 
tain Warwick, were accordingly drafted from = 
different ſhips, and ſent to aſſiſt his little army. 
Clive dre out his forces, advanced in three columns 
towards the enemy, and began the attack ſo vigo- 
rouſly, that the Viceroy retreated, after a feeble re- 
ſiſtance, with the loſs of a thouſand men killed, 
wounded, and taken priſoners, five hundred horſes, 


17 


btn 


1757 


great numbers of draft bullocks; and four elephants. 


Though this advantage was leſs deciſive than could 

be withed, yet it ſufficiently intimidated the Nabob. 
into conceſſions much to the honour and advantage 
of the Company. Admiral Watſon gave him to 


- underſtand in a letter, that this was no more than a 


ſpecimen of what the Britiſh arms, when provoked, 
could perform. The Suba defired the negociation 
might be renewed, and in a few days the treaty was 
concluded. He promiſed not to diſturb the Engliſh 


in any of thoſe privileges or poſſeſſions ſpecified in - 


the firm, and granted by the Mogul: that all mer- 
chandize belonging to the Company ſhould paſs and 
On every of the province of Bengal, free 

duty: that all the Engliſh factories ſeized the 
preceding year, or ſince, ſhould be reſtored, with 
the money, goods, and effects appertaining : that 
all damages ſuſtained by the Engliſh ſhould be 
repaired, and their loſſes repaid : that the Engliſh 
ſhould have liberty to fortify Calcutta in whatever 
manner they thought Ow without err 
N 3 


; * 
1 
* 
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© BOOK that they ſhould have the liberty of coining all the 
| gold and bullion they imported, which ſhould paſs 
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that required 


| 
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current in the province: that he would remain in 
ſtrict friendſhip and alliance with the Engliſh, uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to heal Fo the late diviſions; 
and reſtore the former good underſtanding between. 
them. All which ſeveral articles were ſolemnly 
ſigned and ſealed with the Nabob's own hand. 

XXIII. Such were the terms obtained for the 
Company, by the ſpirited and gallant conduct of the 
two Engliſh commanders. They had, however, too: 
much diſcernment to rely on the promiſes of a bar- 
barian, who had ſo perfidiouſly broke former en- 
gagements; but they prudently diſſembled their ſen- 
timents, until they had thoroughly reinſtated" the 
affairs of the Company, and reduced the French 
power in this 3 In order to adjuſt the points 


iſcuſſion, the ſelect committee for the 
Company's affairs appointed Mr. Watts, who had 
been releaſed from his former impriſonment, as their 
commiſſary at the court of the Suba, to whom he 
was perſonally known, as well as to his miniſters, 
among whom he had acquired a conſiderable in- 
fluence. Nothing leſs could have balanced the in- 
tereſt which the French, by their art of intriguing, 
had raiſed among the f 

While Mr. Watts was employed at Muxadavad, in 
counterworking thoſe intrigues, and keeping the Suba 
ſteady to his engagements, the Admiral and Mr. 
Clive reſolved to avail themſelves of their armament 
in attacking the French ſettlements in Bengal. The 
chief object of their deſigns was the reduction of 
Chandernagore, fituated higher up the river than 


Calcutta, of conſiderable ſtrength, and the chief in 


importance of any poſſeſſed by that nation in the 
bay. Colonel Clive being reinforced by three hun- 
dred men from Bombay, began his march to Chan- 
dernagore, at the head of ſeven hundred Europeans 
and one thouſand ſix hundred Indians, where, ww 
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ites of the Viceroy. 
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firfl arrival, he took poſſeſſion of all the out- poſts, CHAN 
except one redoubt mounted with eight pieces of VII. 
annon, which he left to be ſilenced by the Admiral, "Do 

On che eighteenth, of March the Admirals Watſon *75”* 
and Pocockearrived within two miles of the French 
ſettlement, with the Kent, Tiger, and Saliſbury men 

of war, and found their obſtructed by booms 

laid acroſs the river, and ſeveral veſlels in the 
channel. Theſe difficulties being removed, they ad- 
vanced early on the twenty-fourth, and drew up in 
a line before the fort, which they battered with 
fury for three hours; while Colonel Clive was making 
his approaches on the land fide, and playing vigo- 
rouſſy from the batteries he had raiſed. Their united 
efforts ſoon obliged the enemy to ſubmiſſion. A 
of truce was waved over the walls, and the place 
ſurrendered by capitulation. The keys were deli. 

vered to Captain Latham, of the Tiger; and in the 

afternoon. Colonel Clive, with the yy troops, 
PFE 

0 ve uropeans, 

one — non hundred Indians, defended by one 
hundred and twenty-three pieces of cannon, and three 
mortars, well provided with all kinds of ſtores and 
neceſſaries, and of very great importance to the ene- 
my's commerce in India, was ac liſned with a 
loſs not exceeding forty men on the fide of the con- 
querors. By the treaty of capitulation the director, 
counſellors, and inferior ſervants of the ſettlement, 
were allowed to depart with their wearing apparel: 
the Jeſuits were permitted tio take away their church 
ornaments, and the natives to remain in the full 
exertion of their liberties ; but the garriſon were to 
continue priſoners of war, The goods and money 
found in the place were conſiderable; but the prin- 
cipal advantage aroſe from the ruin of the head 
ſettlement of the enemy on the Ganges, which could 
not but interfere with the Engliſh commerce in 
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BOOK , FXXIV. Succeſs had hithert6'-attenlled"all the 


III. 
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an open rupture as ſoon as his projects were ripe for 


of ſeveral articles of the treaty, which, in effect, was 


operations of the Britiſh Commanders, becauſe they 
were concerted with foreſight and unanimity; , and 
executed with that vigour and ſpirit vhich deſerv- 
edly raiſed them high in the eſteem! of their country, 
They reduced the Nabob to'reaſonable terms of act 
commodation before they alarmed the French; and 
now the power of the latter was deſtroyed, they en- 
tered upon meaſures to oblige the treacherous Vice- 
roy to a ſtrict performance of the treaty he had ſo 
lately ſigned. However ſpecious his promiſes were, 
they found him extremely dilatory in the execution 


the ſame to the Engliſh commerce as if none had 
been concluded. The Company's goods were loaded 
with high duties, and feveral other infractions of 
the peace committed, upon ſuch frivolous pretences, 
as evidently demonſtrated that he ſought to come to 


execution. In a word, he diſcovered all along a 
manifeſt partiality to the French, whoſe emiſfaries 
cajoled him with promiſes that he ſhould —.— 
by ſuch a body of their European troops, under M. 
de Buſſy, as would enable him to cruſn the power of 
the Engliſh, whom they had taught him to fear and 
to hate. As recommencing hoſtilities againſt ſo 
powerful a Prince was in itſelf dangerous, and, if 
poſſible, to be avoided, the affair was laid before 
the Council of Calcutta, and canvaſſed with all the 
cireumſpection and caution that a meaſure required, 
on which depended the fate of the whole trade of 
Bengal. Mr. Watts, from time to time, ſent them 
intelligence of every tranſaction in the Suba's cabi- 
net; and although that Prince publickly declared he 
would cauſe him to be impaled as ſoon as the Eng- 
liſh troops ſhould be put in motion within the king 
dom of Bengal, he bravely ſacrificed his own ſafety 
to the intereſt of the Company, and exhorted them 
to proceed with vigour in their military operations. 


Sg SE gfge s 


„ 52323052 


Frrggg 


1 U , mri . 


p theſe deliberations. moſt fortunate incident CHA P 
occurred, that ſoon determined the Councilto come 
to an open rupture. The leading perſons in! the Gags 
Viceroy's'\court found themſelves oppreſſed by his _ 
haughtineſs and-infolence. The fame'ſpirirof'difs 
content appeared among the principal officers of his 
army i they were well acquainted with his perfid 2 
ſaw his/Preparations for war, and were ſenſible that 
the peace of the country could never be reſtored, 
unleſa either the Engliſh were expelled, or the Nabob 
In conſequence, a plan was concerted for 
im of all his power; and the conſpiracy 
was conducted by Jaffier Ali Khan; his prime mis 
miſter and chief commander, a nobleman of 
influence and authority in the province. The project 
pas communicated by Ali Khan to Mr. Watts, and 
ſo improved by the addreſs of that gentleman, as in 
a manner to enſure ſucceſs. A treaty was actually 
concluded between this Meer Jaffier Ali Khan and 
the Engliſh Company; and Nera concerted; witht 
this nobleman and the other malcontents for their 
deſection from the Viceroy. Theſe previous meas 
ſures being taken, Colonel Clive was ordered to take | 
the field with his little army. Admiral. Watſon un- yy 
dertook the defence of Chandernagore, and the: | wy 
riſon was detached to reinfore the Colonel, toget Ky x #- 
with fifty ſeamen to be employed as —— and in 
directing the artillery. Then Mr. deceiving 
the Suba's ſpies, by whom he was ſurrounded, wits 
drew-himſelf from Muxadavad, and reached the 
— camp in ſafety. On the nineteenth of June 
hment was ſent to attack Cutwa fort and 
town, ſituated on that branch of the river formi 
the iſſand of Caſſimbuzar. This place ſurrendered at 
the firſt ſummons; and here the Colonel halted with 
the: 22 — three days, expecting advices from Ali 
ſappointed of the hoped- for intelligence, 
he — k river, and marched to-Plaiſſey, where 
* On the twenty- third, . 
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77 conducted and managed = French gunners, on 
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2292 the Suba advanced to attack him, at the head of 


iſteen thouſand horſe, and near thirty thouſand in- 
fantry, with about forty pieces of heavy cannon, 


whoſe and dexterity he placed great de. 
pendance. to cannonade the Engliſh 
camp about fix 1 but a ſevere ſhower 

at noon they withdrew their artillery. Colonel 


Clive ſeized this ity to take of a 
tank and two other poſts of conſequence; which they 


in vain endeav 


an angle of their camp, covered with a —— 
work, together with an eminente which they oc 


pied, \Atthoicginningofthivatzack; — 


chiefs being ſlain, the men were ſo diſpirited, that 
they ſoon gave way; but ſtill Meer Jafher Ali Khan, 
who commanded their leſt wing, forbore declaring 
himſelf openly. - After a ſhort conteſt the enemy 
were put to flight, the Nabobꝰs 3 baggage, and 
fifty pieces of cannon taken, and a moſt complete 
victory obtained. The Colonel, purſuing his a 
tage, marched to Muxadavad, the! copital-oE-thb 
province, and was there joined by Ali and the 
malcontents. It was before concerted that — 
1 ſhould be inveſted — —— 


3 ery, of the province of engl, Bur ad 


put to death by his ſucceſſor, who readily complied 


with all the conditions of his elevation. He con- 


ferred on his allies very liberal rewards, and granted 
the Company ſuch extraordinary privileges, as fully 


demonſtrated how juſtly he merited their aſſiſtance. 


By this alliance, and the reduction of Chanderna- 
gore, the French were entirely excluded the com- 
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to retake. Then he ſtormed 
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the' Engliſh y was: reſtored, and 1 CHAP. 
their ſanguine hopes; a new ally was | 
ired, whoſe wie obliged him to remain firm 1 
to his engagements: a vaſt ſum was paid to the | 
Companyandthe ſufferers at Calcutta, ro mdemnify 
them for their lofles; the ſoldiers and ſeamen were 
gratifiad with ſix hundred thouſand pounds, as a re- 
ward for the courage and intrepidity they exerted; 
and a variety of other advantages gained, which it 
would be unneceſſary to enumerate. In a word, in 
the ſpace» of fourteen days a great revolution was 
effected, and the government of a vaſt; country, ſu- 
perior in wealth, fertility, extent, and number of 
inhabitants to moſt European kingdoms, transferred 
by a handful of troops, conducted by an officer un- 
tutored in the 4 —˙ and a General rather by 
intuition; than inſtruction and or att But the 
publick joy at theſe ſignal ſucceſſes was conſiderably 
dimmiſhed by the death of Admiral Watſon, and the 
loſs of Vizagapatam, an Engliſh ſettlement on the 
Coromandel coaſt. The Admiral fell a victim to 
the unwholeſomeneſs of the climate, on the faxteenth 
of Auguſt, univerſally efteemed and regretted; and 


the ry and fort at Vizagapatam were. ſurren- 
dered to the French, a few days.after Colonel Clive 
had defeated: the Nabob., -/ | li 


S XXV. We now turn our eyes to the continent = 
of Europe, where we ſee the beginning of the year 
marked with a ftriking inftance of the dreadful 
Ea} mes ol . ; alan 
enjoyed a monarch, eaſy, complying, atu 
— averſe to all that 2 = a lived of buſi. 
neſs or of war. Contented with the pleaſures of 
indolence, he — 4 no greatneſs beyond what he 
enjoyed, nor purſued any ambitious aim through 
the dictates of his own diſpoſition. Of all men on 
earth ſuch a prince had che greateſt reaſon to * 
an exemption from plots againſt his perſon, and ca- 
bals among his ſubjects; yet was an attempt made 
upon 
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BOOK upon his life by a man, who, though placed in the 


8 


157. 


S between the fourth and fifth ribs. 


loweſt ſphere of fortune, had reſolution to face the 
greateſt and enthuſiaſm ſufficient to ſuſtain, 
without ſhrinking, all the tortures which the cruelty 
of man could invent, or his crimes render neceſſary. 
The name of this fanatick was Robert Francis 
Damien, born in the ſuburb of St. Catharine, in 


the city of Arras. He had lived in the ſervice of 


ſeveral families, whence he was generally diſmiſſed 
on account of the impatience, the melancholy, and 
ſullenneſs of his diſpoſition. So humble was the 
ſtation of a perſon, who was reſolved to ſtep forth 
from obſcurity, and, by one * = effort, draw 
upon himſelf the attention of all Europe. On the 


Hfth day of January, as the King was ſfepping into 


is ach, to return to Trianon, whence he had 
t 0 come to Verſailles, Damien, mingling 
ong his attendants, ſtabbed him with a knife on 


His Majeſty, applying his hand immediately to his 
Sade ra I a „ ! Seize him; but 
do not hurt him.“ Happily, the wound was not 
dangerous; as the knife, taking an oblique direc- 
tion, miſſed the vital parts. As for the afſaſſin, he 
made no attempts to eſcape; but ſuffering himſelf 
quietly to be ſeized, was conveyed to the guard- 
room, where, being interrogated if he committed 
the horrid action, he boldly anſwered in the affirma- 
tive. A proceſs againſt him was inſtantly com- 
menced at Verſailles: many perſons, ſuppoſed ac- 
ceſſaries to the deſign upon the King's life, were 
ſent to the Baſtile; the aſſaſſin himſelf was put 
to the torture, and the moſt excruciating torments 
were applied, with intention to extort a confeſſion of 
the reaſons that could induce him to ſo execrable an 


attempt upon his Sovereign. Inciſions were made 


into the muſcular parts of his legs, arms, and thighs, 


into which boiling oil was poured. Every refine- 


ment on cruelty, that human invention could lug 
gelt, 
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veſt; atk effect: nothing could * Og 
overcome his obſtinaey; and his filence was con- 
ſtrued into a preſumption,” that he muſt have had > _ 
accomplicesin the plot. To render his puniſhment: 
more publick and confpicuous,' he was removed to 
Paris, there to undergo à repetition of all his former 
tortures, with ſuch additional circumſtances,” as tile 
moſt” fertile and eruel diſpoſitions' could deviſe 
for increafing his miſery and torment. Being con- 
ducted to the Concergerie, an iron bed, which 
likewiſe ſerved for 4 chit, was prepared for him, 
_ — this he was faſtened with chan The torture 
lied, and a phyſician ordered to attend, 
to e's. Ss bo gree of ain he could ſupport. No- 
thing, hovers material was extorted ; for what he 
one moment confeſſed, he recanted the next. A. 
is not within our province (and we conſider it as/a 
felicity), to relate all the circumſtances of this cruel 
_ tragical event. Sufficient it is, that, after ſuf! 
_—_ moſt exquiſite torments that human nature 
could invent, or man ſupport, his judges thought 2 
proper to terminate his miſery by a death ſhocking . 
to imagination, and ſhameful to humanity.” On the 
erde day of March he was conducted, 
amidſt a vaſt concourſe of the populace, to the Greve, 
the common place of execution; ſtripped — 5 
24h faſtened to the ſeaffold by iron gy ves. One of 
his hands was then burnt in liquid flaming wipe 
his thighs, legs, and arms were torn with red hot 
pincers ; boiling oil, melted lead, refin, and ſul- 
phur, were poured into the wounds; tight ligatures 
tied round his limbs to prepare him for diſmemberL 
ment; young and vigorous horſes applied to the 
Gral ande — E eriminal Hated! wich all their 
_ force; to the u extenſion o + his fine ws, for the 
ſpace of an hour; during all which time he preſtive# 
his ſenſes and conſtancy. At length the phyſician 
and ſurgeon attending declared, it would be impoſ- 
W to accomplith-the diſmemberment, FR the 
| tendons 
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2 tendons were ſeparated: upon which orders were 


given to the executioner to cut the ſinews at the 


Joints of the arms and legs. The horſes drew 
15. afreſh: a thigh and an arm were ſeparated, and, 


after ſeveral pulls, the unfortunate wretch expired 
under the extremity of pain. His body and limbs 
were reducedto aſhes under the ſcaffold ; his father, 
wife, daughter, and family baniſhed the kingdom 


for ever; the name of Damien effaced and oblite- 


rated, and the innocent involved in the — 
of the guilty. Thus ended the pr re againſt 
Damien and his family, in a manner = very fa- 
8 to the avowed age pt iy of L or * 
acknow edged humanity French nation. 
from undoubted evidence, that the attem ba 
on the King's life was the reſult of inſanity 
diſturbed 2 Several inſtances of a diſ- 
ordered mind had before been obſerved in his con- 
duct, and the deteſtation juſtly due to the enor- 
mity of his crime ought now to have been abſorbed 
in the conſideration of his IN en 
that can befal human nature. 
+ — * . —— event in France 
in e beginning is year, was the change in 
of that nation, oy be removal of M. de 
Machault, keeper of the ſeals, from the poſt of 
of State for the marine: and of M. 
d' Argenſon from that of Secretary at War. Their 
diſmiſſion was ſudden and unexpected ; nor was any 
particular reaſon aſſigned for this very unex 
alteration. The French King, to ſhow the 
of how judiciouſly ſhe had ated in form- 
ing an with the Houſe of Bourbon, raiſed 
two great armies; the firſt of which, compoſed of 
near cighty thouſand men, the flower of the French 
troops, with a train of artillery, was com- 
* M. d' 0 * — great re 
tation; — whom ſerved M. de Contades, 
Chevert, and the Count de n 
: | Y 
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NAH OR Hain 225, 
os in ha ftnes an maeeed he Weſt wa, 
rhe y'in ma y Weſt- 
— in order to 2. the King of Pruflia's 1757. 
3 quality of allies to * Enpreſs- 

and guardians of the liberties of the Em- 
But their real view was to invade Hanover, 
. — which they knew would make a powerful 
divertion of the Britiſh force from the proſecution 
of the war in other parts of the world, where the 
ſtrength af France could not be fully exerted, and 
where their moſt valuable intereſts were at ſtake, . 
They flattered themſelves, moreover, that the ſame 
blow, by which they hoped to cruſh the King of 
Pruffia, might likewiſe force his Britannick Maz * 
into ſorne conceſſions with regard to America. 
other army of the French, commanded he 
| 8 1 deſtined to hen the 
rial arm execution, conſiſting of twenty - 
five-chouſand _ beſides fix thouſand Bavarians, 
and fourthouſand Wirtembergers. But before theſe 
, under Soubiſe, paſſed the Rhine, they made 


themſelves maſters of ſeveral places belong 

the King of Pruſſia upon the — 9 

Countries *; whilſt a detachment from d' Etrees's 
ſeized upon the town of Embden, and what- 


ever elſe belonged to the fame monarch in Eaſt. 
Friefland: 


XXVII. At the cloſe of the a cumpaign; the 
King of Pruſſia, having gained a petty: advantage 
over the Imperialiſts under the command of Mare 
ſchal Brown, and incorporated into his own troops: 
a great part of the Saxon army taken priſoners at 
Pirna, as was obſerved before, retired into winter 

arters until the ſeaſon ſhould permit him to im 
Prove th theſe advantages. His ' jeſty and e 


of Profſia had had withdrawn his rind. hve 
EE ſuſpicion of having purpoſely left this door open to the = | 
— be ins Germany i ber haſten the reſolutions of th 


12 


BOOK ſchal Keith Wintered in Saxony, having their cart 
HI. tonments between Pirna and the frontier the 
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made the neceſſary requiſitions to her allies; for the. 


ſia, took up his quarters in the country of Glatz. 
In the mean time, the Empreſs- Queen, ſinding the 
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Elbe; and Mareſchal Schwerin, returning into Sile- 


force which ſhe had ſent out againſt the King of 
Pruſſia, was not ſufficient to prevent his deſigns, 
auxiliaries they had engaged to furniſh; In conſe- 
quence of theſe requiſitions, the Czarina, true to 
her engagements, diſpatched above an hundred 
thouſand of her troops, who began their march in 


the month of November, and proceeded to the bor- 


ders of Lithuania, with deſign 22 to invade 


Ducal. Pruſſia, whilſt a ſtrong fleet was equipped in 
the Baltick, to aid the operations of this numerous 
army. The Auſtrian army, aſſembled in Bohemia 


amounted to upwards of fourſcore thouſand ny | 


commanded by Prince Charles of Lorraine 


Mareſchal Brown. The Swedes had not yet openly. 


declared themſelves; but it was well known, that 
though their King was allied in blood and inclina- 
tion to his Pruſſian M yet the jealouſy which 
the Senate of Sweden entertained of their Sovereign, 


and the hope of recovering their ancient poſſeſſions 
in Pomerania, by means of the preſent, troubles, 


together with their old attachment to France, newly 
cemented by intrigues and ſubſidies, would certainly 
induce them to join the general confederacy. The 
Duke of Mecklenbourg took the ſame party, and 
to join the Swediſh army, when it ſhould, be 
embled, with fix thouſand men. Beſides all theſe, 
parations againſt the King of Pruſſia, he was, in 

is quality of Elector of Brandenbourg, put under the 
ban of the Empire by the aulic council; declared 


deprived of all his rights, privileges, and preroga- 


tives; his fiefs were eſcheated into the Exchequer of 
the empire; and all the circles accordingly ordered 
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this ſentence in execution. 


XXVII. in this dangerous fitaatidn, thus 
menaced on all ſides, and ſeemingly on the very 
brink of inevitable deſtruction, the Pruſſian monarch 


or 
<4 


— | 


1757. 


% 


owed. his preſervation to his own courage and a&ti- 


vity. The Ruſſians, knowing that the country they 
ki to paſs through in their way to Lithuania Lat 


not be able to ſubſiſt their prodigious numbers, had 


taken care to furniſh themſelves with proviſions for 
their march, depending upon the reſources they ex- 
pected to find in Lithuania after their arrival in that 


- 
+ 


country. Theſe proviſions were exhauſted by the 


time they reached the borders of chat province, 
where they found themſelves ſuddenly and un ba 
edly deſtitute of ſubſiſtence, either to return back 
or to proceed forward. The King of Pruſſia had; 
with great prudence and; foreſight, ſecured plenty 
to himſelf, and diſtreſs and famine to his enemies, 


by buying up all the corn and 8 of the country 


which theſe laſt were entering. otwithſtanding 
theſe precautions, his Pruſſian Majeſty, to guard as 
much as could be againſt, every poſſible event, ſent a 
great number of 
. Tailia to Memel, with three 2 of his troops; 
to re-enforce the garriſon of that place. He viſited 
all the poſts 9 8 his troops poſſeſſed in Sileſta, and 
gave the neceſſary orders for their ſecurity. He re- 
paired to Neiſs, where he ſeetled with Mareſchal 
oper the general plan of the operations of the 


1 7 


the Mareſchal's army in Sileſia, which conſiſted of 
fifty thouſand men, ſhould have in conſtant view the 


approaching campaign.. There it was 
15 


agreed, that 


gunners and matroſſes from Pome- 


motions of the royal army, by which-its own were to 


be regulated, that they might both act in concert, 
as circumſtances ſhould require. At the ſame time, 
other armies were aſſembled by the King of Pruſſia 
in Luſatia and Voi tland; twenty thouſand men 
0 collected at l n the frontiers of 


An or- IV. | Bohemia, 


hook Bohemia, towards Egra, under che command of 


IL. 
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Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Deſſau; and fixty thou- 
choſen troops began their march towards Great 
idlitz, where their head-quarters were ſettled, In 
the mean while, the Auſtrian troops began to form 
on the frontiers of Saxony, where ſome of their de- 
rachments appeared, to watch the motions of the 
Pruffians; who ſtill continued to purſue their opera- 
tions with great activity and reſolution,” All poſſible 
care. was taken by the Pruſſians at Dreſden to ſecure 
à retreat, in caſe of a defeat. As only one regi- 


ment of Pruſſians could be ſpared to remain there 


in garriſon, the burghers were diſarmed, their arms 
depoſited in the arſenal, and adetachment was poſted 
at Konigfteing to oblige that fortreſs to obſerve, a 
Arid neutrality: All correſpondence with the enemy 
wasſtrictly prohibited; and it having been diſcovere 

that the Counteſs of Ogilvie, one of the Queen's 
- maids of honour, had difobcyed his Majeſty's com- 


mands, ſhe was arreſted; but, on the Queen's inter- 


eſſion, afterwards rejeaſed. The Counteſs of Bruhl 
adytof the Saxon prime mmiſter, was alſo arreſtec 
by his Pruſſian Majeſty's order; and, on her making 
light of her confinement, and reſolving to fee com- 
ſhe was ordered to quit the court, and retire 

trom Saxony. M. Henwin, the French miniſter, 
was told that his preſence vas unneceſſary at Dreſden; 
anch on his replying, that his maſter hadcommanded 
him to ſtay, he was again deſired to depart; on 
which he thought proper to obey. The Count de 
Wackerbath; miniſter of the cabinet, and grand 
maſter of the houſehold to the Prince Royal X Po- 
land, was arreſted, and conducted to Cuftrin, by 
the expreſs command of his Majeſty. The King of 
Pruſſia, having thrown. two bridges over the Elbe 
early in the ſpring, ordered the feveral diſtricts, of 
the electorate of Arch to fupply him with a great 
number of wagons, each drawn by four horſes. 
The circles of Miſnia and Leipfick were gnjoined to 
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theſe Meaſures in Saxony, two Tkirmiſhes happened | 
on the frontiers of Bohemia, between his troops and 
the Auſtrians. © On the twentieth” 'of February, a 
body of fix thoufand Auſtrians ſurrounded the little 
wwn of Hirſchfad; in Upper Luſatia, garrifoned by 
a battalion 6f Pruſfian foot. The feſt attack was 
made ar four in the morning, on two redoubts with- 
viit the gates, each of which was defended by two 
field pieces: and though the Auſtrians were ſeveral 
times repulſed, they at laſt made themſelves maſters 
of one of the redoubts, and carried off the two 
pieces of cannon. In their retreat they were purſued 
by the Pruffians, who fell upon their rear, killed 
Torrie, and took many priſoners: this affair coſt the 
Avftrians at leaſt five hundred men. About a fort- 
ſe ror, the Prince of Bevern marched 'out of 
Zittau, With a body of near nine thouſand men, in 
order to deſtroy the remaining ſtrong holds poſſeſſed 
by the Auſtrians on the frontiers. In this expedition 
He took the Auſtrian magazine at Friedland in Bo- 
Hemia, conſiſting of nine thouſand ſac ks of meal, 
Aid great of ammunition; and, after making 
Hithifelf maſter of Reichenberg, he returned to Zit- 
tau. The van of his troops, conſiſting of a hun- 
aUred and fifty huſſars of the regiment of Putkam- 
r, met with a body of fix hundred Croars, ſuf- 
tained by two hundred Auſtrian dragoons of Ba- 
thidha; at their entering Bohemia; and immediately 
fupdnthem ſword” in hand, killed about fifty, 
took” thirty horſes, and made ten dragoons priſoners. 
"The Pruſſianis, it is faid, did not loſe a fingle ma; 
'on this occafion; and two ſoldiers only Were flig 
Wwatttided, the Auſtrians having made but 4 fligſit 
7 Ince.” 54» * Wenne G FEE 2 
we * XX. Whatever the” conduct of the court of 
Vierma might have been to the allies of GreatBri- 
9 K 2 tain, 
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BOOK tin, ſtill, however, proper regard was ſhewnto the 
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ſubjects of this crown: for an edict was publiſhed at 


Florence on the thirteenth of February, wherein his 


Imperial Majeſty, as Grand Duke of Tuſcany, de- 
clared his intention of obſerving the moſt ſcrupulous 


neutrality in the then ſituation of affairs. All the 
ports in that duchy were accordingly enjoined to pay 
a ſtrict regard to this declaration, in all caſes relating 


to the French or Engliſh ſhips inthe Mediterranean. 
The good effects of this injunction ſoon appeared; 


for tuo prizes taken by the Engliſh-having put into 
Porto Ferraro, the Captains of two French priva- 
teers addreſſed themſelves to the Governor JO 
ing, that they were captures, of a pirate, and re- 
queſting that they might be obliged to put to ſea; 
but the Governor prudently replied,” That as they 
came in under Engliſh” colours he would protect 
them; and forbad the privateers, at their peril, to 


commit any violence. They, however, little re- 


garding the Governor's orders, prepared for failing, 


and ſent their boats to cut out one of the prizes, 


The captain, firing at their boats, killed one of their 


men, which alarming the centinels, notice was ſent 


to the Governor; and he, in conſequence, ordered 
the two privateers immediately to depart.— The con- 
duct of the Dutch was rather cautious than ſpirited. 


Whilſt his Pruſſian Majeſty was employed on the 


fide of Bohemia and Saxony, the French auxiliaries 
began their march to harraſs his defenceleſs terri 
ries in the.neighbourhood of the Low Countries. 


tree e was demanded of the States-General 


through Namur and Maeſtricht, for the proviſions, 
ammunition, and artillery belonging to chis new 
army; and though the Englith Ambaſſador remon- 
ſtrated againſt their CG and repreſented it 
as a breach of the neutrality their High Mightineſſes 
declared they would obſerve, yet, er ſome heſita- 


tion, the demand was granted; and their inability 


to prevent the paſſage of the French troops, ſhould 
7 8 1 1 | 5 it 
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it be attempted by force, pleaded in excuſe of their C HAP. 
conduct. W oy „ 7 > * 9 ky VI. 
' $XXXL. Scarce had the French army, com- Ds 
manded by the Prince de Soubiſe, ſer foot in the 75” 1 
territories of Juliers and Cologn, when they found 1 
themſelves in poſſeſſion of the duchy of Cleves and 0 
the county of Marck, where all things were left open 
to them, the Pruſſians, who evacuated their poſts, 
taking their route along the river Lippe, in CI to 
join ſome regiments from Magdebourg, who were 
ſent to facilitate their retreat. The diſtreſſed inha- 
bitants, thus expoſed to the calamities of war from 
an unprovoked enemy, were inſtantiy ordered to 
furniſn contributions, forage; and proviſions for the Ml 
uſe of their invaders; and, what was ſtill more ter- h [1488 
rifying to them, the partizan Fiſcher, whoſe eruel- j 
ties, the laſt war, they ſtill remembered with horror, 
was again let looſe upon them by the inhumanity of 
the Empreſs-Queen.. Weſel was immediately occy- 
pied by the French: Emmerick and Maſeyk ſoon 
ſhared the ſame fate: and the city of Gueldres was 
beſieged, the Pruſſians ſeeming reſolved to defend 
this laſt place: to which end they opened the ſluices, 
and laid the country under water, Thoſe who re- 
treated, filing off to the north-weſt of Paderborn, 
entered the county of Ritberg, the property of 
Count Caunitz Ritberg, great Chancellor to the 
Empreſs-Queen. After taking his caſtle, in which 
they found thirty pieces of cannon, they raiſed con- 
tributions in the diſtri, to the amount of forty 
thouſand «crowns... As the Pruſſians retired, the 
French took poſſeſſion of the country they quirted in 
the name of the Empreſs-Queen, whoſe coiumiſſary 
attended them for that purpoſe... The general ren- 
dezvous of theſe troops, under Prince Soubiſe, was 
2 at Neuſs, in che electorate of Cologn, 
where a large body of French was aſſembled by the 
firſt of April. The Auſtrians, in their turn, were 
not idle. Brown viſited the fortifications of 
ot” K 3 | Brinn 
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B O OK Brinn and Koninſgratz; reviewed the atmy ef the 
3 late Prince Picolomini, now under the command of 
1 General Serbelloni; and put his own army in march 
757 for Koſtlitz on the Elbe, where he propoſed to 
nnn 4 2000 coo1ortyes? 
 $EXXXIL. During the receſs of the armies, while 
the rigours of winter forced them to ſuſpend their 
hoſtile operations, and the greateſt preparations were 
making to open the campaign with all poſſible vi- 
gour, Count Beſtucheff, great chancellor of Ruſſia, 
Vrxote a circular letter to the Primate, Senators, and 
Miniſters of the Republick of Poland, ſetting forth, 
75 «That the Empreſs of Ruſſia was extremely affected 
Ws with the King of Poland's diſtreſs, which ſhe thought 
could not but excite the compaſſion of all other 
hs but more ROY of his allies: that the 
ral conſequences which might reſult from the raſſi 
ſtep taken by the King of Pruſſia, not only with re- 
ſpect to the tranquillity of Europe in general, but of 
each e in particular, and more eſpecially of the 
neighbouring countries, were ſo evident, that the in- 
tereſt and ſafery of the ſeveral princes rendered it 
_ abfolutely neceſfary they ſhould make it a common 
cauſe ; not only to obtain proper ſatis faction for thoſe 
courts whoſe domintiions had been ſounjuſtly attacked, 
but likewiſe to preſeribe fuch bounds to the King of 
Pruffia as might ſecure them from any future appre- 
- Henfions from fo enterprifing and reſtleſs a neigh- 
bour: that with this view, the empreſs was deter- 
mined to affiſt the King of Poland with a conſidera- 
ble body of troops, which were actually upon their 
march *, under the command of General Apraxin; 
and that, as there would be an abſolute neceſſity for 
their marching through part of the territories of 
Poland, her Imperial Majeſty hoped the Republick 
would not fail to facilitate their march as much as 
poſſible.” She further recommended to the Repub- 


ko Th This: letter writters in December; and Wen 
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e'deſigns of the King of Pruſſia, and reſtoring _Zz-, 
rmony among themſelves, as the moſt conducive 1797. 
meaſure to theſe good purpoſes. In this, however, ©: 
the Poles were ſo far from following her advice, gb 
though ſure of being ſacrificed in this conteſt, which 
ſide 1 5655 prevailed, they divided into parties with 
no leſs zeal, than if they had as much to hope fron 
the prevalence of one fide, as to fear from that 
the other. Some of the Palatines were for denyir 
a paſſage to the Ruſſians, and others were for affarc 
ing them the utmoſt aſſiſtance in their power. Wit 
this cauſe of contention, others of a more private na- 
ture fatally concurred, by means of a miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Prince Czartorinſki and Count 
Mniſnec. Almoſt every inhabitant, of Warſaw was 
involved in the quarrcl ; and the violence of the 
factions was ſo great, that ſcarcea night paſſed with- 
out bloodſhed, many dead bodies, chiefly Saxons, 
being found in the 1 every . aioing 5 
7 Kell. In the mean time, Great- Britain, un- 
ſettled in her miniſtry and councils at home, unſuc- 
ceſsful in her attempts abroad, judging peace, if it 
could be obtained on juſt and honourable terms, 
more 5 105 than a continental war, propoſed ſeve- 
ral expedients to the Empreſs- Queen for reſtoring 
the tranquillity. of Germany ;..but her anſwer was, 
That, whenever ſhe perceived that the expedients 
propoſed would indemnify her for the extraordinary 
expenſes ſne had incurred in her own defence, re- 
pair the heavy loſſes ſuſtained by her ally the King 
of Poland, and afford a proper ſecurity far their 
future ſafety, ſhe would be ready to give the ſame 
proofs ſhe had always given of her deſire to reſtore 
peace: but it could not be expected ſhe ſhould liſten 
to expedients, of which the ing of Pruſſia was to 
reap the whole advantage, after * ving begun the 
war, and waſted the dominions of a prince, who re- 
—— Va REM eee faith of treaties, oy 
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the appearance of harmony between them Upon 
the receipt of this anſwer, the court of London 


made ſeveral propoſals to the Czarina, to 1 <A 
1 


as mediatrix between the courts of Vienna and 


lin, but they were rejected with marks of dif; pleaſure 


and reſentment. hen Sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams, the Britiſh Ambaſſador, continued to urge his 


ſolicitations very ſtrongly, and even with ſome hin 


M ie rig Fog 2 was nag” to My Dy or- 
er of the Empreſs, rting, © That her — 
rial Majeſty was at iſhed at No demand, alter ho 
had already been made acquainted with the meaſures 
ſhe had taken to effect a reconciliation between the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin. He might exfily con- 
ceive, as matters were then ſituated, that the earneſt. 


neſs with which he now urged the oe oh ſition 
DS 


muſt neceſſafily ſurpriſe her Imperial Majeſty, as it 
1 21 7 but little d to her former declaration. 
The Empreſs, therefore, commanded his excellency 
to be told, that as her intentions comained in her 
Arſt anſwer remained abſolutely in variable, no ulte- 
terior propoieigns for a mediation would be liſtened 

that as for the menaces made uſe of by his 
Excellency, and particularly that the King of Pruſſia 
himſelf would ſoon attack the Ruſſian army, fuch 
threats ſerved only to weaken the Ambaffador's pro- 
xm, to confirm ſtill more, were it poſſible, rhe 
Empreſs in her reſolutions ; to juſtify them to the 
whole world, and to render the ] ing of Pruſſia more 


blameable.” 


the troops of the contending powers would'be able 


10 take the field, and the why Ye. of the 
is 


Ruſſians being happily ſtopped, 
Jeſty, whoſe maxim * fad 1 5 been to keep the 
ſeat of war as far as poſſible from his own dominions, 
re ſolved to carry it into Bohemia, and there to at- 
rack the Auſtrians on all ſides. To this end he or- 
dered his armies in Saxony, Miſnia, Luſatia, and 
9 93 + Sileſia, 


Pruſſian Ma- 
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ſite places, nearly at the ſame time. The firſt of 
theſe he commanded in perſon, aſſiſted we Mm 
ſchal Keith ; the ſecond was led by Prince Maurice 


of Anhalt-Deſfau, the third by Prince Ferdinand of 


Brunſwick-Bevern, and the fourth by Mareſchal 
Schwerin. In conſequence of this plan, Mareſchal 
Schwerin's army entered Bohemia on the eighteenth 
of April, in five columns, at as many different 
places. The deſign was ſo well concerted, that the 
Auſtrians had not the leaſt ſuſpicionof their approach 
till they were paſt the frontiers, and then they filled 
the dangerous defile of Gulder-Oelſę with Pandours, 


* 


| Silefta, to enter Bohemia in four different and oppo- CHAP. 
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to diſpute that paſſage; but they were no ſooner dif- 


covered than two battalions of Pruſſian grenadiers 


attacked them with their CS fixed, and routed. 
n 


them. The Prince of Anhalt paſſed the frontiers 
from Miſnia, and penetrated into Bohemia on rhe 
ewenty-firſt of April without any reſiſtance. The 

Prince of Bevern, on the*twentieth of the ſame 
month, having marched” at the head of a body of 
the army, which was in Luſatia, from the quarters 
of cantonment near Zittau, poſſeſſed himſelf imme- 


diately of the firſt poſt on the frontier of Bohemia, 


at Krouttau and Graſenſtein, without the loſs of a 
ſingle man: drove away the enemy the ſame day 


from Kratzen, and proceeded to Machendorf, near 


Reichenberg. The ſame morning Putkammer's 
huſſars, who formed part of a corps, commanded 
by a colonel and major, routed ſome, hundreds of 
the enewy's cuiraſſiers, poſted before Cohlin, under 
the conduct of Prince Lichtenſtein, took three offi. 
cers and Joe of fixty horſe priſoners, and fo 
diſperſed the reſt, that they were ſcarcely able to 
rally near Kratzen. Night co on obliged the 
troops to remain r All the next morning, 
when, at break of day, the Pruſſians marched in two 


columns by Habendorf, towards the 'enemy*'s army, 


* 
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BQOK manded by Count Konigſeg, and poſted near Reich- 
enberg. As ſoon as the troops were farmed, they ad- 

vanced towards the enemy's cavalry, drawn up in 
" three lines of about thirty uadrons. The twa wings 
were ſuſtained by the infantry, which was. .paſted 
among. felled trees and entrenchments. The Pruf- 
ſians immediately cannonaded the enemy's cavalry, 
who received it with reſolution, having on their 
right hand a village, and on their left a wood, where 
they had entrenched themſelves. But the Prince of 
Bevern having cauſed fifteen ſquadrons of dragoons 
of the ſecond line to advance, and the wood on his 
right to be attacked at the ſame time by the battalions 
1 grenadiers of Kahlden and of Moellendorf, and 
We regiment of the Prince of Pruſſia, his di ns, 
who, by clearing the ground, and poſſeſſing the en- 
trenchment, had their flanks covered, entirely routed 
the ,coemy's .cayalry. In the mean time Colonel 
Putkammer and Major Schenfeld, with their huſſars, 
though flanked by the enemy's artillery, gave the 
Auſtrian horſe-grenadiers a very warm reception, 
whilſt D gy fg with the left wing of the 
Pruſſians, attacked the redoubts that covered Reich- 
enberg. Though there were many defiles and tiſing 
unds to paſs, all occupied by the Auſtrians, yet 
+: regiment of Darmſtadt forced the redoubt, and 
put to flight and purſued the enemy, after ſome dif- 
charge of their artillery and ſmall arms, from one 
eminence. to another, for the: diſtance of a mile, 
when they left off the purſuit; The action began 
at half an hour after fix, and continued till eleven. 
About one thouſandof the Auſtrians were killed and 
wounded, among the former were General Porparati 
d Count Hobenfelds,and among the latter Prince 
LichrenSein and Count Mansfeld. Twenty of their 
officers, and four hundred ſoldiers, were taken pri- 
ſoners, and they alſo loſt three ſtandards. On the 
ſide of the Pruſſians ſeven ſubalterns; and about an 


hundred men, were killed, and fixteen 2 


4 


5 
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an hundred and fifty men u ounded. After this battle CHA 


Mareſchal Schwerin joined the Prince of Bevern, 


made himſelf maſter of the greateſt part of the circle 1757 


of Buntz lau, and took a confiderable magazine from 
the Auſtrians, whom he diſlodged. The Prince of 
Anhalt-Deffau, with his corps, drew near the King 
of Pruſſia's army; then the latter advanced as far 
as Budin, from whence the Auſtrians, who had an 
advantageous camp there, retired to Weſtwarn, 
half-way between Budin and Prague; and his, 
Pruſſian Majeſty having paſſed the Egra, his army, 
and that of Mareſchal Schwerin, were ſo ſituated, 
as to be able to act joint ly, nn 
S XXXV. Theſe advantages were but a prelude 
to a much more deciſive victory, wheh the King 
himſelf gained a few days aſter. Preparing to enter 
Bohemia, at a diſtance from any of the corps com- 
manded by his Generals, he made a movement as if 
he had intended to march towards Egra. The ene- 
my, deceived by this feint, and er FN he was 
going to execute ſome deſign, diſtinct from the ob- 
ect of other armies, detached a body of twenty 
thouſand men to obſerve his motions then he made 
a ſudden” and maſterly movement to the left, by 
which he cut off all communication between that 
detachment and the main army of the Auſtrians, 
which, having been reintorced by the army of Mo- 
ravia, by the remains of the corps lately defeated by 
the Duke of Bevern, and by ſeveral regiments of the 
garriſon of Prague, amounted to near a hundred 
thouſand men. They were ſtrongly entrenched on 
the banks of the Moldaw, to the north of Prague, 
in a camp ſo fortified by every ad vantage of nature; 
and every contrivance of art, as to be deemed almoſt 
impregnable. The left wing of the Auſtrians, thus 
 fituated, was guarded by the mountains of Ziſcka, 
and the right extended as far as Herboholi: Prince 
Charles of Lorraine; and Mareſchal Brown, wha 
commanded them, ſeemed determined to * 
ht | this 
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_ BOOK this advantigeous poſt; but the King of Pruſſia 
UI. overlooked all difficultics. Having thrown ſeveral 
7x5” bridges over the Moldaw on the fifth of May, he 
paſſed that river in the morning of the ſixth;- with 
thirty thouſand men, leaving the reſt of the army 
under the command of the Prince of Anhalt. 
Deffau ; and being immediately joined by the troops 
under Mareſchal Schwerin and the Prince of Bevern, 
reſol ved to attack the enemy on the ſame day. In 
conſequence of this reſolution, his army filed off on 
the left by Potſchernitz; and at the ſame time Count 
Brown wheeled to the right, to avoid being flanked. 
The Pruſſians continued their march to Bichwirz, 
traverſing ſeveral defiles and moraſſes, which for a 
little time ſeparated the infantry from the reſt of the 
army. The foot began the attack too precipitately, 
and were at firſt repulſed, but they ſoon recovered 
themſelves. While the King of Pruſſia took the 
enemy in flank, Mareſchal Schwerin advanced to a 
marſhy ground, which ſuddenly Does his army, 
threatened tra diſconcert the whole pt1n of operation. 
In this emergency, he immediately diſmounted, and 
taking the ſtandard of the regiment in his hand, 
boldly entered the moraſs, crying out, „Let all 
brave Pruſſians follow me.“ Inſpired by the 
example of this great commander, now eighty-two 
years of age, all the preſſed forward, and 
though he was unfortunately killed by the firſt fire, 
their ardour abated- not till they had totally defeated 
the enemy. Thus fell Mareſchal Schwerin, loaded 
with years and glory, an officer whoſe ſuperior talents 
in the military art had been difplayed in a courſe 
of faithful ſervice. In the mean time, the Pruſſian 
infantry, which had been ſeparated in the march, 
forming, themſelves atreſh, renewed the attack on 
enemy's right, and entirely broke it, while their 
cavalry, after three charges, obliged that of the 
Auſtrians to retire in great confuſion, the centre 
being at the ſame time totally rquted, The lets 
IN + | | wing 
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wing” of the Prüſſians then marched immediately CH Ar 
towards Michely, and being there joined by the II. 
horſe, renewed their attack, while the enemy were 8 7 
retreating haſtily towards Saſzawar. Mean while the 4 
troops on the right of the Pruſſian army attacked i 
the remains of the leſt wirg of the Auſtrians, and 

made themſelves maſters of three batteries. But the 
behaviour. of the infantry, in the laſt attack was ſo 
ſucceſsful,/as to leave little room for this part of the 

cavalryi to act. Prince Henry of Pruſſia, and the 
Prince of Bevern, ſignalized themſelves on this oc 
caſion in ſtorming two batteries; Prince Ferdinand 

of Brunſwiek took the leſt wing of the Auſtrians in 

flank, While che King with his left, and a body of 
cavalry, ſecured the paſſage of the Moldaw. In 

ſhort, after a very long and obſtinate engagement, 

and many. fignal examples of valdur on both fades, 

the Auſtrians were forced to abandon the field of 

battle, leaving behind ſixty pieces of cannon, all 

their tents, baggage, military cheſt, and, in a ** 


their whale; camp. The weight of the battle fe 
upon the right wing of the * the remains of 
which, to the amount of ten or twelve thouſand men, 
fled towards Beneſchau, Where they afterwards aſ- 
ſembled under M. Pretlach, General of horſe. The 
infantry retired towards Prague, and threu them 
ſelves into that city with their commanders, Prince, 
Charles of Lorraine, and Mareſchal Brown; butthey 
were much harrafſed in their retreat by a detach- 
ment of the Pruſſtans under Mare ſchal Keith. The. 
Pruſſians took, on this occaſion, ten ſtandards, and 
upwards of four thouſand priſoners, thirty of whom 
were Officers of rank. Their loſs amounted to about 
two thauſand five hundred killed, and about irre- 
thouſand! wounded. Among the former were Gene- 
ral; d' Amſtel, the Prince of Holſtein- Beck, the Co- 
lonely Goltze and Manſtein, and Lieutenant- Colonel 
Roke. Among the latter, the Generals Wenterfield, 
De la Mothe, Feuque, Wm 
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BOOK and Plettenberg. The number of che killed and 


I. 


wounded on the fide of che Auftrians was much 
greater. Among theſe laſt was Mareſchal Brown; 
who received a wound, which, from the chagrin he 
ſuffered; rather than from its on nature, proved 
mortal. The day after the battle, Colonel Meyer 


was detached with a batalion of Pruſſian Pandours, 
and four hundred huſſars, to deſtroy à very iconfi- 


derable and valuable magazine of the Auſtrians at 
Pilſen, and this ſervice he performed. He alſo 
completed the deſtruction of ſeveral others of leſs 
. by the loſs of which, however, all 
poſſibility of ſubſiſtance was cut off from any ſuc- 


dours the Auſtrians might have expected from the 


IXXXVI. The Pruſſians, following their blow, 
immediately inveſted Prague on both ſides of the 
river; the King 8 on one ſide, and Mare- 
ſchal Keith on the other. In four days the whole 
city was ſurrounded with lines and entrenchments, 
by. which all communication from without was en- 
tirely cut off: Prince Charles of Lorraine and Mare- 


ſchal Brown, the two Princes af Sanony, the Prince 


of Modena, the Duke d' Aremberg, Count Lacy, 


and ſeveral other perſons of great diſtinction, were 
Mut up within the walls, together with above twenty 
thoufand of the Auſtrian army, who had taken re- 


fuge in Prague after their defeat. Every thing con- 


tinued quiet on both ſides, ſcarce a cannon-ſhot being 


fired by either for ſome time after this blockade 


was formed; and in the mean while the Pruſſians 


made themſelves maſters of Cziſcaberg, an eminence 
which commands the town, where the Auſtrains had 
a ſtrong redoubt, continuing likewiſe to ſtrengthen 
their works. Already they had made a ſally; and 
taken ſome other ineffectual ſteps to recover this 


poſt; but a more deciſive ſtroke was neceſſary Ac- . 
cordin ly, a deſign was formed of attacking the 


R army in the night with a body bf Wel ve 
2 


thouſand 


a e WON . 
Waun do be Cultuines by alt the ptthagiors ohen 


volunt „Fandouré and Hungarian infantty, In 1 


cafe' an impreſſſon could” de hace on the King's e. 


lines, it $28 intended to open a way, word in hand; 75” 
through the camp of the beſtiegers and to enſe Prague 
of the multitude of forces locked up uſeleſs within 
the walls, ing only to conſutme the ons of 
the gatriſon, and haſten rhe ſurrender of the plate. 
Hippily's deſerter gave the Prince of Pruſſta intel- 
ligence' of the enemy's deſign about eleven 6*clotk 
at 1 8 roper meaſures were immediately taken 
for their reception, and, in leſs than a 1 an 
hour, een was under arms. Inis d fig : 
was conducted with omuch ſilence, that yh 
Pruſſians were warned of it, they could diſcover 
rr — rat the enemy had charged their ad- 
The artack was begun on the ſide of 
the elec town, againſt Mareſchal Keith's camp, and 
che leſt wi of Pruſſian arm eee c 
beer rom hence it is probable che 'Aufſtriaris 
ſed not o 5 deſttoy the batteries that were 
air bux to attack rhe bridges of communication 
which rhe Pruſſians thirew over the Moldaw, at 
abolit a quarter of a German wile above und below 
Prague," at Bragig and Pogbaba, ' The' greateſt 
LT an about —— e when the ene 
0 e come filently and unexpectedly upom 
the miners, bur they had left work about a . 
of an hour before. 4 the report of the fir | 
which they fited, the piquet 47 the third battaſion 
of Pruſſian guards, oy e number of an hundred 
en, who marched, oat of the camp to ſuſtain the 
dy ; Which covered the works, was thrown into 
ſome” conſuſion, from the darkneſs of the night, 
which, reverited” their Se loving the Atftrian 
m their on. utenadtit Jork detached 
wh two platoons to retonnoitre” the . op 
temptitig to diſcover their diſpoſirioh ing a 
hi. Captain * by the fight of this fre, per- 
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BOOK ceived the enemy 's ſituation, immediately formed 
I. the deſign of falling upon chem in flank, — 
— orders to his men to fire in platoons, which. they 
7. performed, mutually repeating the ſignal given by. / 
their commander. The enemy fled with the great: 
precipitation, as they were XR the weakneſs 
of the piquet, and as the ſhouting of the Pruſſian 
ſoldiers made them miſtake it for a numerous body. 
Many of them deſerted, many took ſhelter in Prague 
and many more were driven into the river..an 
drowned... At the ſame time this attack began, a 
2 of horſe- grenadiers fell upon a redoubt 
which the Pruſſians had thrown up, ſupported by 
the dy arg infantry : they returned three times 
> the aſſault, and were as oſten beat back by. the 
Pruffans whom they found it impoſſible. to diſ- 
lodge; though Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick's bat- 
taſion, which guarded this poſt, ſuffered extremely. 
During this attack the enemy kept᷑ an inceſſant fire 
with their muſquetry upon the whole front of the 
Pruſſians, from the convent of St. Margaret to the 
river. At three in the morning the Pruſſians quit- 
ted their camp to engage the enemy. The batta- 
lion of Panne witz attacked a building called the Red- 
houſe, ſituated at the bottom of a declivity before 
Wellaſtowitz. The Pandours, who had taken poſ- 
eſſion of this houſe, fired upon them inceſſantly 
" from all the doors and windows until they were diſ- 
lodged ; and the Pruſſian battalions were obliged to 
ſuſtain the fire both of cannon and muſquetry for 
above two hours, when the enemy. retited to th 
city, except the Pandours, who again took l 
of the Red-houſe, which the Pruſſians were force 
to abandon, becauſe the artillery. of Prague kept a 
continual fire upon it from the moment it was known 
to be in their hands. The Auſtrians left behind 
them many dead and wounded, beſides deſerters; 


, . OTE. 


and the Pruſſians, eee the loſs of ſeveral 
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Prince Ferdinand, the King of Pruffia's youngeſt C 


brother, had à horſe killed under him, and was 
ſlightly wounded in the face. | 411 

'SXXXVIE The Pruſſian works being com- 
pleted; and heavy artillery arrived, four batteries, 
erected on the banks of the Moldaw, began to play 
with great fury. Near three hundred bombs, be- 
ſides an infinity of ignited balls, where thrown into 
the city in the ſpace of twenty-four hours. The 
ſcene was lamentable, houſes, men, and horſes 
wrapped in flames, and reduced to aſhes. The 
contuſion! within, together with the want of proper 
artillery and ammunition, 5 the Auſtrians to 

ceaſe firing, and furniſhed his Pruſſian Majeſty with 
all the opportunity he could wiſh of pouring deſtruc- 
tion upon this unfortunate city. The horrors of 
war ſeemed to have extinguiſhed the principles of 
humanity. No regard was paid to the diſtreſs of 


the inhabitants; the Auſtrians obſtinately maintained 


poſſeſſion, and the Pruſſians practiſed every ſtrata. 


the military art, to oblige them to capitulate. After 
the conflagration had * 

ſumed a prodigious number of buildings, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, burghers, and clergy, perceiving 
their city on'the point of being reduced to a heap 
of rubbiſh, beſought the commander, in a body, 
to hearken to terms; but he was deaf to the voice 
of pity, and, inſtead of being moved with their 
ſupplications, drove- out twelve thouſand perſons, 
the Jeaſt uſeful in defending the city. Theſe, by 
order of his ' Pruſſian. Majeſty, were again forced 


back, which ſoon produced ſo great a ſcarcity of 


proviſion within the walls, that the Auſtrians were 
reduced to the neceſſity of eating horſe-fleſh, forty 


horſes being daily diſtributed to the troops, and the 


lame food ſolq at four-pence a pound to the inha- 
bitants. However, as there ſtill remained great 


Vol. IV. | brought 


m, every barbarous refinement, that conſtitutes 


ſted three days, and con- 


abundance of corn; they were far from being 
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BOOK brought to the laſt extremity. Two vigotous and 


well- conducted falhes were made, but they proved 


unſucceſsful. The only advantage reſulting from 
them, vas the perpetual alarm in which they kept 
the Pruſſian camp, and the vigilance required to 
guard againſt the attacks of a numerous, reſolute, 


CY 
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and deſperate garriſoon. 
S XXXVIIIT. Whatever difficulties: might have 
attended the conqueſt of Prague, certain it is, that 
the affairs of the Empreſs-Queen were in the moſt 
critical and deſperate ſituation. Her grand army 
diſperſed in parties, and flying for ſubſiſtence in 
ſmall corps; their Princes and Commanders cooped 
up in Prague; that capital in imminent danger oi 
being taken, the flouriſhing kingdom of Bohemia 
ready to fall into the hands of the conqueror; a con- 


ſiderable army onthe point of ſurrendering priſoners 


of war; all the Queen's hereditary dominions open 


and expoſed, the whole fertile tract of country from 


Egra to the Moldaw in actual poſſeſſion of the Pruſ- 
ſians, the diſtance to the Archduchy of Auſtria not 
very conſiderable, and ſecured only by the Danube: 
Vienna under the utmoſt apprehenſions of a ſiege, 
and the Imperial family ready to take refuge in 
Hungary; the Pruſſian forces deemed invincible, 
and the en friends of that Monarch already 
ſharing with him, in imagination, the ſpoils of the 


ancient and illuſtrious Houſe of Auſtria. Such was 
the aſpect of affairs, and ſuch the difficulties to be 


combated, when Leopold, Count Daun, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Auſtrian forces, to 
ſtem the torrent of diſgrace, and turn the fortune of 


the war. This General, tutored by long experience 


under the beſt officers of Europe, and the particular 


favourite of the 2 Kevenhuller, was no, for 
the firſt time, raiſed to act in chief, at the head of 


an army, on which depended the fate of Auſtria and 
the empire. Born of a noble family, he relied 
ſolely upon his own merit, without ſoliciting 9 97 
n 77 J a 5 4 vour; 
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favqury he aſpixed after the higheſt preferment; arid; CHA 
ſucceeded by mere dint of ſuperior, worth. His: VI 


: 


Progr from the ſtation of a ſubaltern was ſlow and 
filent;. his promotion to the chief command was: 
received with univerſal eſteem and applauſe. Cau- 
tious, eady, penetrating, and ſagacious, he was 
oppoſed as another Fabius to the modern Hannibal, 


to 128 the fire and vigour of that Monarch by, 


prudent fore! ht, and wary. circumſpection. Arriv- 


ing at Boemiſchbrod, within a few miles of Prague, 
che day aſter the late defeat, he halted, to collect the | 


fugitive. corps and broken remains of the Auſtrian 
army, and ſoon drew together, a. force ſo conſider- 

le as to attract the notice of his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
who, detached the Prince of Bevern, with twenty 
battalions and thirty quadrons, to attack him be- 
fore, numbers ſhould render him formidable. Daun 
was too prudent to give battle, with diſpirited troops, 
to an army fluſhed with victory. He retired on the 
firſt advice that the Pruſſians were adyancing, a 
took 9 Kolin, where he entrenched [himſelf 
ſtrongly 


opened the way for. the daily, ſupply of 


recxuits ſent. to his army, and inſpired the garriſon 
of Prague with ire courage, in, expectation of be- 
ing — relie ved. Here he kept cloſe within his 
amp, divided the Pruſſian, force, by ooliging the 
Hang to employ. near half his army in watc 
deſigus, weakened his efforts againſt Prague, ha- 
raſſed the enemy by cutting off their convoys; and 
by degrees, the languiſhing and almoſt 
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action until the Pruſſian vigour ſhould be exhauſted, 
their ſtrength impaired by loſſes and deſertion, the 
firſt fire and ardour of their genius extinguiſhed by 
continual fatigue and inceſſant alarms, and until the 
impreſſion made on his own men, by the late defeat, 
ſhould, in ſome degree, be effaced. The event 
juſtified Daun's conduct. His army grew every 
day more numerous, while his Pruſſian —_— 
began to expreſs the utmoſt impatience at the le 


| of the fiege. When that Monarch firſt "inveſted 


Prague, it was on the preſumption that the nume- 


rous forces within the walls would, by conſuming all 


the proviſion, oblige it to ſurrender in a- few days; 
bur perceiving that the Auſtrians had ſtill a conſi- 
derable quantity of corn, that Count Daun's army 
was daily increaſing, and would ſoon be powerful 
enough not only to-cope with the detachment under 
the Prince of Bevern, but in a condition to raiſe 
the ſiege, he determined to give the Count battle 
with one part of his army, while he kept Prague 
blocked up with the other. The Auſtrians, amount- 
ing now to fixty thouſand men, were deeply en- 
trenched, and defended by à numerous train of 
artillery, placed on redoubts and batteries erect- 
ed on the moſt advantageous poſts. Every acceſſi- 
ble part of the camp was fortified with lines and 
heavy pieces of battering cannon, and the foot of 
the hills ſecured by difficult defiles. Yet, ſtrong 
as this ſituation might appear, formidable as 
the Auſtrian forces certainly were, his Pruſſian 
Majeſty undertook to diſlodge them with a body 


of horſe and foot not excceding thirty- two thou- 
ſand men. 1 2 W677 [2 . 


S XXXIX. On the thirteenth day of June, the 


King of Pruſſia quitted the camp before Prague, 
eſcorted by a few battalions and ſquadrons, with 
which 8 the Prince of Bevern at Milkowitz. 
Mareſchal Keith, it is ſaid, ſtrenuoully oppoſed 
this meaſure, and adviſed either taiſing the ſiege 

9 . entirely. 


irie GE: lk; 4 


forces of Pruſſia, or poſtponing the attack on the 
camp at Kolin, until his Majeſty ſhould either gain 
poſſeſſion of the city, or ſome attempts ſhould be 
made to oblige-him to quit his poſts. From either 
meaſure an advantage would have reſulted. - With 
his whole army he might probably have defeated 


Count Daun, or at leaſt have obliged him to retreat. 


Had he continued within his lines at Prague, 'the 
Auſtrian General could not have conſtrained him to 
raiſe the ſiege without loſing his own advantageous 
ſituation, and giving battle upon terms nearly equal. 


But the King, elated with ſucceſs, impetuous-in his 


valour, and confident of the ſuperiority of his own 
troops in point of diſcipline, thought all reſiſtance 
— 1 ſink under the weight of his victorious arm, 
and yield to that courage which had already ſur. 
mounted ſuch difficulties, diſregarded the Mare- 
ſchal's ſage counſel, and marched up to the attack 
undaunted, and even aſſured of ſucceſs. By the 
izhteenth the two armies were in fight, and his 
ajeſty found that Count Daun had not only for- 
tified his camp with all the heavy cannon of Olmutz, 


149 
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but was ſtrongly reinforced with troops from Mora- 


via and Auſtria, which had joined him after the 
King's departure from Prague. He found the 
Auſtrians drawn up in three lines upon the · high 
nds between Genlitz and St. John the Baptiſt. 
ifficult as it was to approach their fituation, the 
Pruſſian infantry marched up with firmneſs, while 
ſhot was poured like hail from the enemy's batte- 
ries, and began the attack about three in the after- 
noon. They drove the Auſtrians with irreſiſtible 
intrepidity from two eminences ſecured with heavy 


cannon, and two villages. defended by ſeveral bat- 


talions ; but, in attacking the third eminence, were 
flanked by the Auſtrian cavalry, by grape-ſhot 

red from the batteries; and, after a violent con- 
his, and prodigious loſs of men, thrown into diſ- 
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BOOK order. Animated with the King's preſence; they 
III. rallied, and returned with double ardour to the 
8 charge, but were a ſecond time repulſed. Seven 
757 times ſucceſſively did Prince Ferdinand renew the 
attack, performing every duty of a great general 
and valiant ſoldier, though always with the ſame 
fortune, The inferiority of the Pruſſian infantry, 
the diſadvantages of ground, where the cavalry 
could not act, the advantageous ſituation of the 
enemy, their numerous artillery, their entrench- 
ments, numbers, and obſtinacy, joined to the ſkill 
and conduct of their General, all conſpired to de- 
feat the hopes of the Pruſſians, to ſurmount their 
valour, and oblige them to retreat. The King then 
made a laſt and furious effort, at the head of the 
cavalry, on the enemy's left wing, but with as little 
ſuceeſs as all the former attacks. Every effort 
was made, and every attempt was productive only 
of greater loſſes and misfortunes, At laſt, after 
e his perſon in the moſt perilous ſitua- 
: tions, his Pruſſian Majeſty” drew off his forces 
from the field of battle, retiring in ſuch or- 
der, in ſight of the enemy, as prevented a pur- 
ſuit, or the loſs of his artillery and baggage. Al- 
moſt all the officers on either fide diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves; and Count Daun, whoſe conduct 'emu- 
lated that of his Pruſſian Majeſty, received two 
ſlight wounds, and had a horfe killed under him. 
The loſſes of both armies were very conſiderable: 
on that of the Pruſſians, the killed and woundcd 
amounted to eight thouſand; leſs pernicious, how- 
ever, to his Majeſty's cauſe than the frequent 
deſertions, and other innumerable ill conſequences 
that enſued. Ns. BY COS SHAFTF 2 | 
S XL. When the Pruſſian army arrived at Nim- 
burg, his Majeſty, leaving the command with the 
Prince of Bevern, took horſe, and, eſcorted by 
twelve or fourteen Huſſars, ſet out for Prague, 
where he arrived next morning 3 
3 : alter 


—_— 3-5 
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after having been the whole preceding day on horſe- C HAP. 
back. Immediately he gave orders for ſending off N 
all his artillery, ammunition, and baggage; theſe 8 
were executed with ſo much expedition, that the * 
tents were ſtruck, and the army on their march, 

before the garriſon were informed of the King's de- 

feat. Thus terminated the battle of Kolin — ſiege 

of Prague, in which the acknowledged errors of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty were, in ſome meaſure, atoned by 

the candour with which he owned his miſtake, both 

in a letter to the Earl Mareſchal “, and in conver- 

ſation with ſeveral of his general officers. Moſt 
people, indeed, imagined the King highly blame... 

able for checking the ardour of his troops to ſtop. 

and lay ſiege: to Prague. They thought he ſhould 

have purſued his conqueſts, over-run Auſtria, Mo- a 
ravia, and all the hereditary dominions, from which 
alone the Empreſs-Queen could draw. ſpeedy ſuc- 
cours. A body of "ON or thirty thouſand men 
would have blocked up Prague, while the remain- 
der of the Pruſſian forces might have obliged the 
Imperial family to retire from Vienna, and effectu-. 


+ « The imperial grenadiers, ſays he, are an admirable corps; one hun- 
dred companies defend a riſing 41 which my beſt :fantry could 
not carry, Ferdinand, who commanded them, returned ſeven times to the 
charge; but to-no purpoſe. At firſt he maſtered a battery, but could not 
hold it. The enemy had the advantage of a numerous and well-ſerved 
artillery. It did honour to Lichtenſtein, who had the direction. Only 
the Pruſſian army can diſpute it with him. My infantry were too few, 
All my cavalry were pr:ſent, and idle ſpeQators, excepting a bold aſh 
by my houſehold troops, and ſome dragoons. Ferdinand attacked within 
powder; the enemy, in return, were not ſparing of their's. They had the 
advantage of a riſing ground, of entrenchments, and of a 2 artil- 
lery. Several of my regiments were repulſed by their muſquetry. Henry 

ormed- wonders. I tremble for my worthy brothers; they are toa 
rave. Fortune turned her back on me this day. I onght to have ex- 
3 it: ſhe is a female, and 1 am no gallant. In fact, 1 ought to have 
more infantry, Succeſs, my dear Lord, often occaſions deſtructive 
confidence. Twenty-four battalions were not ſufficient to diſlodge ſixty 
= men from an advantageous poſt. A ap ee ys will 2 
— What ſay you of this league, whi y the Marquis of 
Brandenburgh for b. Wieck! The great Ele&tor would be furprifed to 
ſee his grandfon at war with the Ruſſians, the Auſtrians, almoſt all Ger- 
many, and an hundred thouſand-French auxiliaries. I know not whetner 
it would be diſgrace in me to ſubmit, but I am ſure there will be no glory 
in vanquiſhing me.“ anne ee N 
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ally prevented Count Daun from aſſembling another 


army. It was univerſally expected he would have 
bent his march ſtraight to this capital but he 
dreaded leaving the numerous army in Prague be- 
hind, and it was of great importance to complete 
the conqueſt of Bohemia. The Prince of Pruſſia 
marched all night with his 2 
he joined the Prince of Bevern, and Mareſchal 
Keith retreated next day. Count Brown having 
died before, of the wounds he received on the Autß 
of May, Prince Charles of Lorraine ſallied out with 
a large of the Auſtrians, and attacked the rear 
of the Pruſſians; but did no further miſchief than 
killing about two hundred of their men. The ſiege 
of Prague being thus raiſed, the impriſoned Auſtrians 
received their deliverer, Count Daun, with inex- 
ſſible joy, and their united forces became greatly 
perior to thoſe of the King of Pruſſia, who was 
in a ſhort time obliged to evacuate Bohemia, and 
take refuge in Saxony. The Auſtrians haraſſed 
him as much as poſſible in his retreat; but their 
armies, though ſuperior in numbers, were not in a 
condition, from their late ſufferings, to make any 
deciſive attempt upon him, as the frontiers of Saxon 
abound with fituations eaſily defended. | 
S XLI. Having thus deſcribed the progreſs of 
the Pruſſians in Bohemia, we muſt caſt our eyes on 
the tranſactions which diſtinguiſhed the campaign in 
Weſtphalia, To guard againſt the ſtorm which 
menaced Hanover in particular, orders were tranſ- 
mitted thither to recruit the troops that had been 
ſent back from England, to augment each com- 


pany, to remount the cavalry with the utmoſt expe- 


dition; not to ſuffer any horſes to be conveyed out 
of the electorate; to furniſh the magazines in that 
country with all things neceſſary for fifty thouſand 


men. Of theſe; twenty- ſix thouſand were to be Ha- 


agements 
entered into for that purpoſe, twelve thouſand Heſ- 
4 1 


noverians, and, in conſequence of eng 


o 


ſians, 


19 810 GD 12 1563 


ſians, ſix thouſand Brunſwickers, two thouſand CHAP. 
Saxe-Gothans, and a thouſand Lunenbu rghers, ao VII. 
be joined by a conſiderable. body of, Pruſſians, the —_— 
whole commanded. by his Royal Highneſs the Duke *75”* 
of Cumberland. The King of England having 
bliſhed a manifeſto, dated at Hanover, ſpecifying 
his motives. for-taking. the field in Weſtphalia, the 
troops of the confederated ſtates that were to com- 
ofe the allied army, under the name of an army 
of obſervation, began to aſſemble with all poſſible 
diligence near Bielefeldt. Thither the Generals, ap- 
inted to command the ſeveral diviſions, repaired, 
to ſettle the plan of operations with their comman- 
der, the Duke of Cumberland, who, having 1 
London on the ninth of W on the ſix- 
teenth at Hanover, and from thence repaired to 
the army, which, having been joined by three Pruſ- 
ſian regiments that retired from Weſel, conſiſted of 
thirty-ſeven battalions and thirty- four ſquadrons. 
Of theſe, fix battalions and fix ſquadrons were poſted 
at Bielefeldt, under the command of Lieutenant, 
General Baron de Sporcken; ſix battalions, under 
Lieutenant-General de Block, at Hervorden; fix 
battalions. and four ſquadrons, under Major-Gene- 
ral  Ledebour, between Hervorden and Minden; 
ſeven battalions and ten ſquadrons, under Lieute- 
nant-General d'Oberg in the neighbourhood of 
Hamelen; and five battalions and four ſquadrons, J 
under Major-General de Hauſs, near Nienburgh. 
The head-quarters of his Royal Highneſs were at 
Bielefeldt. 1 n d 1 iorgy 
S XLII. In the mean time, the French on the 
Lower Rhine continued filing off inceſſantly. The 
ſiege of Gueldres was converted into a blockade, 
occaſioned by the difficulties the enemy found in 
raiſing batteries; and a party of Hanoverians havi 
ed the Weſer, as well to ravage the country 
Paderbourn as to reconnoitre the French, carried 
off ſeveral waggons loaded a | 
109 | Adel 
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BOOK deſtined for the terrhories of the EleRtor'of Cologn. 
On the other hand, Colonel Fiſcher having had an 
engagement with a ſmall body 6f 'Hanoverians, in 
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the county of Tecklenburgh, routed them, and 
made Tome priſonets. After ſeveral other petty 
ſkirmiſhes between the French and the Hanove- 
rians, the Duke of Cumberland altered the poſition 
of his camp, by placing it between Bielefeldt and 
Hervorden, in hopes of fruſtrating the deſign of the 
enemy; who, declining to attack him on the ſide 
of Bracwede, after having reconnoitred bis ſituation 
ſeveral days, made a motion on their left, as if they 


meant to get between him and the Weſer. This 
ſtep was no ſooner taken, than, on the thirteenth of 


June in the afternoon, having receĩved advice that 


the enemy had cauſed a large body of troops, fol- 


lowed by a/ ſecond, to march on his _ to Bur- 
ghotte, ered his army to march that evening 
towards Hervorden; and, at the ſame time, Major- 
General Hardenberg marched with four hattalions 


of grenadiers, and a regiment of horſe, to reinforce 
that poſt. Count Schulenberg covered the left of 


the march with a battalion of grenadiers, a regiment 
of horſe, and the light troops of cw we The 
whole army marched in two columns. "The right, 


_ compoſed of horſe, and followed by two battalions, 


to cover their $1997.20 through the encloſures and 
defiles, paſſed by the right of Bielefeldt; and the 


left, conſiſting of infantry, marched by the left of 


the fame town. - The vanguard of the French army 


| attacked the rear-guard of the allies, commanded 
by Major-General Einſiedel, very briſkly, and at 


firſt put them into ſame confuſion, but they imme- 
diately recovered themſelves. This was in the be- 
ginning of the night. At break of day the enemy's 


reinforcements returned to the charge; but were 


again repulſed, nor could they once break through 
Lieutenant- Colonel Aﬀeldt's Hanoverian guards, 
which-Ccloſed the army's march with * 


+I 13 44 — 2 
N 


_ ans _ uw 4 tea. at nc. 


1 
x 


2 


u v1me enn 1G 
of regular troops, and a new-raiſed corps of hun- we E 
$ XLIIL- The allies encamped at Cofeldt the rr. 
fourteenth, and remained there all the next day, © 
when the enemy's detachments advanced to the 
tes of Hervorden, and made a feint as if they : 
would attack the town, after having ſummoned it 
to ſurrender; but they retired without attempting 
any thing further; and, in the mean time, the troop! 
that were poſted at Hervorden, and formed the 
rear- guard, paſſed the Weſer on the fide of Remen, 
without any moleſtation, and encamped at Holt- , 
zuyſen. A body of troops which had been left at 
Bielefeldt, to cover the Duke's retreat, after ſome 
ſkirmiſhes'with the French, rejoined the army in the 
neighbourhood of Herfort; and a few days after, 
his Royal Highneſs drew near his bridges on the 
Weſer, and ſent over his artillery, baggage,” and 
ammunition. At the ſame time ſome detachments 
ſſed the river on the right, between Minden and 
Idendorp;: and marked out a new camp advan- 
tageouſly ſituated, having the Weſer in front, and 
the right and left covered with eminences and 
marſhies. There the army under his Royal High- 
neſs re- aſſembled, and the French fixed their head- 
quarters at Bielefeldt, which the Hanoverians had 
quitted, leaving in it only a part of a zine, 
which had been ſet on fire. By this time the French 
ere in ſuch want of forage, that M. d*Etrees him- 
ſelf, the Princes of the blood, and all the officers 
without exception, were obliged to ſend back part 
of their horſes. However, on the tench of June 
their whole army, conſiſting of ſeventy battalions 
and forty ſquadrons, with fifty-two pieces of can 
non, beſides a body of cavalry left at Ruremonde 
for the conveniency of forage, was put in motion. 
In ſpite of almoſt impaſſable foreſts, famine, and 
every other obſtacle that could be thrown in their 
way by a vigilant and experienced General, . 
109 | | ength 
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BOOK length ſurmounted all difficulties, and advanced 


III. into a country abounding with plenty, and unuſed 
> the ravages of war. It was imagined” that the 
787 ſſage of the Weſer, which defends Hanover from 
. — attacks, would have been vigorouſly oppo- 
ſed by the army of the allies: but whether, in the 


preſent ſituation of affairs, it was thought adviſeable 


to act only upon the defenſive, and not — 2 the 
attack in a country that was not conce as a 

rincipal in the war, or the Duke of Cumberland 
found himſelf too weak to make head againſt the 
enemy, is a queſtion we ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine. However that may have been, the whole 
French army paſſed the Weſer on the tenth and 
eleventh-of July, without the loſs of a man. The 

anner of effecting this paſſage is thus related: 
Mareſchal d' Etrees, being informed that his maga- 
zines of proviſions were well furniſhed, his ovens 
eſtabliſned, and the artillery and pontoons arrived 


at the deſtined places, ordered Lieutenant-General 


Broglio, with ten battalions, twelve ſquadrons, and 
ten pieces of cannon, to march to Engheren; Lieu- 
tenant-General M. de Chevert, with ſixteen batta- 
lions, three brigades of carabineers, the royal hun- 
ters, and fix hundred huffars, to march to Hervor- 
den, and Lieutenant-General Marquis d' Armen- 
tieres, with twelve battalions, and ten ſquadrons, to 
march to Ulrickhauſen. All theſe troops bei 
arrived in their camp on the fourth of July, halt 


the fifth. On the ſixth, twenty-two batralions, and 


thirty-two ſquadrons, under che command of the 
Duke of Orleans, who was now arrived at the army, 
marched to Ulrickhauſen, from whence M. d'Ar- 
mentieres had ſet out early in the morning, with 
the troops under his command, and by haſty marches 


on the ſeventh, by eleven at night, to Blanken- 


oven,” where he found the boats which had gone 
from Ahrenſberg. The bridges were built, the 


cannon planted, and the entrenchments at the _ 
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of the bridges completed in the night between the CHAP. 
ſeventh-and eighth. The Mareſchal having ſent I., 
away part of his e from Bielefeldt on the 1 77. 
ſixth, went in perſon on the ſeventh at eleven o'clock * 
to Horn, and on the eighth to Braket. On advice 
that M. d'Armentieres had throw n his bridges acroſs 
without oppoſition, and was at work on his entrench- 

ments, he went on the ninth to Blankenhoven, to 

ſee the bridges and entrenchments; and afterwards 
advanced-to examine the firſt poſition he-intended 
for this army, and came down the right ſide of the 
Weſer to the abbey: of Corvey, where he forded 
the river, with the Princes of the blood, and their 
attendants. On the tenth in the morning he got on 
horſeback by four o'clock, to ſee the Duke of Or- 
leans's diviſion file off, which arrived at Corvey at 
ten o'clock; as alſo that of M. d' Armentieres, 
which arrived at eleven, and that of M. Souvre, 
which arrived at noon. The Mareſchal having exa- 
mined the courſe: of the river, cauſed the bridges 
of pontoons to be laid within gun ſhot of the abbey, 
where the Viſcount de Turenne paſſed that river in 
the year one thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy-three, 
and where the diviſions under Broglio and Chevert 
now paſſed it on the twelſth and thirteenth. Theſe 
two Generals being informed of what was to be 
done upon the Upper Weſer, attacked Minden, 
and carried it, whilſt a detachment of the French 
entered the country of Eaſt Frieiland, under the 
command of the Marquis d' Auvel: and, after taking 
poſſeſſion of Lier, mar=hed on the right of the Ems 
to Embden, the only ſea- port the King of Pruſſia 
had, which at firſt ſeemed determined to make a 
defence: but the inhabitants were not agreed upon 
the methods to be taken for that purpole. | They, 
therefore, met to deliberate, but in the mean time, 
their gates being ſhut, M. d' Auvel cauſed ſome 
cannon to be brought to beat them doun; and the 
garriſon, compoſed of tour hundred * not 
ARSE #1 FEELS , ing 
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diers mutinied againſt their officers, whereupon a 
capitulation was agreed on, and the gates were 
opened to the French commander, who made his 
troops enter with a great deal of order, aſſured the 
magiſtrates that care ſhould be taken to make them 


obſerve a good diſcipline; and publiſhed two ordi- 
nances, one for the ſecurity of the religion and com- 


merce of the city, and the other for prohibiting the 
exportation of corn and forage out of that. princi- 
pality. The inhabitants were, however, obliged to 
take an oath of — to the French King. 
S XLIV. On Sunday, the twenty- fourth of July, 
the French, after having laid part of the. clectorate 
of. Hanover under contribution, marched in three 
columns, with their artillery, towards the village of 
Latford, when Major-General. Fuſtenburg, who 
commanded the out-ports in the village, ſent an 
officer to inform the Duke of Cumberland of their 
approach. His Royal Highneſs immediately re-en- 
forced thoſe —— with a body of troops, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Sporcken; but 
finding it impoſſible to ſupport the village, as it was 
commanded by the heights 19 to it, which were 
poſſeſſed by the enemy, and being ſenſible that it 


would be always in his power to retake it, from its 


ſituation in a bottom between two hills, he withdrew 
his poſt from Latford. The French then made twe 


attacks, one at the point of the wood, and the other 


higher up in the ſame wood, oppoſite to the, grena- 


diers commanded by Major-General Hardenberg, 


but they failed in both; and though che. re of their 
artillery was very hot, they were obliged to retire. 
The French army encamping on the heights oppo- 
ſite to the Duke of Cumberland's poſts; the intelli- 
gence received, that Md Etrees had aſſemhled all 
htroops, and was furniſhed with a very conſidera» 
ble itrain of artillery, leſt his royal Highneſe no 
room to doubt of his intending to attack him. He, 
** : therefore, 
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mere ſore, reſoded to change his camp for a more CHAP 
advantageous ſmuarion, hy dra ing up his army on * * 
the Eminence between the Weſer and the woods, 1177. 
leaving the Hamelen river on his right, the wo the 
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of Haſtenbeck in his front, and his leſt cloſe to th 
wood; at the point of which his Royal Highneſs had 
a batteryof twelve pounders and haubitzers. There 
was a Hollow way from the leſt of the village to the 
battery, and a moraſs on the other ſide of Haſten- 
beck to his right. Major-General Schulenberg, 
with the hunters, and two battalions of grenadiers, 
was poſted in the corner of the wood upon the left 
of the battery; his Royal Highneſs ordered the vil- 
lage of Haſtenbeck to be cleared to his front, to. 
prevent its being in the power of the enemy to keep 
ſſeſſion of it, and the ways by which the allies 
id a communication with that village during their 
encampment to be rendered impaſſable. In the 
evening he withdrew all his out- poſts, and in this 
poſition the army lay upon their arms all night. On 
the twenty: fifth, in the morning, the French army 
marched forwards in columns, and began to can- 
nonade the allies very ſeverely, marching and coun- 
ter- marching continually, and ſeeming to intend 
three attacks, on the right, the left, and the centre. 
In the evening their artillery appeared much fuperior 
to that of the allies. The army was again ordered 
to lie all night on their arms; his Royal Highneſs 
cauſed a battery at the end of the wood to be re- 
paired ; Count Schulenberg, to be reinforced with 
a battalion of grenadiers, and two field pieces of 
cannon; and that battery to be alſo ſupported by four 
more battalions of grenadiers, under the commando 
Major-General Hardenberg. He likewiſe cauſed: 4 
battery to be erected of twelve ſix-pounders, be- 
hind” the village of Haſtenbeck, and took all the 
precautions he could think of to give the enemy a 
warm reception. As ſoon as it was day-light, he 
mounted on horſe-back to reconnoitre the pofition " 
it | U 2 
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the day before. At a little after five a very ſmart 
cannonading began againſt the battery behind the 
village, which was ſupported by the Heſſian infantry 
and cavalry, who ſtood a moſt ſevere fire with ſur- 
priſing ſteadineſs and reſolution. Between ſeven and 
eight the firing of ſmall atm on the left of 
the allies, when his Royal Highneſs ordered Major- 
General Behr, with three battalions of Brunſwick, 


to ſuſtain the grenadiers in the wood, if their aſſiſt- 


ance - ſhould be wanted. The cannonading con- 
tinuedabove fix hours, during which the troops, that 


were expoſed to it, never once abated of their firm- 
neſs. The fire of the ſmall arms on the left increa- 


fing, and the French ſeeming to gain ground, his 
Royal Highneſs detached ch Darkenhauſen 
and Bredenbach, with three Hanoverian battalions 
and fix ſquadrons, round the wood by Afferde, who, 


towards the cloſe of the day, drove ſeveral ſquadrons 


of the enemy back to their army, without giving 


them any opportunity to charge. At length the gre- 


nadiers in the wood, apprehenſive of being ſur- 


rounded, from the great numbers of the enemy that 


appeared there, and were marching round on that 
ſide, though they 2 thing that appeared 


in their front, thought it adviſcable to retire nearer | 


the left of the army, a motion vhich gave the enemy 
an opportunity of poſſeſſing themſelves of that bat- 
tery without 1 ere the Hereditary Prince 
of Brunſwick diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the head of a 


battalion of Wolfenburtel: guards, and another of 


Hanoverians, who attacked and repulſed; with their 


dayonets, a ſuperior force of the enemy, and retook 


the battery. But the French being in poſſeſſion of 
an eminence which commanded and flanked both the 
lines of the infantry and the battery of the allies, and 
where they were-able to ſuppart their attack under 
the cover of a hill, his Royal Highneſs, confidering 


the ſuperior numbers of the 3 : 
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his, and the biliry . 8 
their — ut expoſing” his o] troops too | 
much, ordered a retreat; in conſequence of which 1 5 +; 
his army retired, firſt to Hamelen, where he leſt a 
3 then to Nienburgh, and afterwards to 


in the e of which town, after 
ſendin nga all the magazines, ſick, and wounded, 
he ene = in order to cover Bremen and erden, 
and to preſerve a communication with Stade, to 
vhich place the archives, and moſt valuable effects 
of Hanover had been removed. In this: e age 
ment, Colonel Bredenback attacked four ö 
very ſtrongly poſted, with a battoty of ſourteen pieces 
of cannon, repulſed, and drove them down's pre- 
<ipice, and too all their artillery and am munition 
but preferring” the care of his wounded to the glory 
oß carrying away the cannon he'brou 2 only 
fix, nailing up and deſtroying the reſt. The loſs 
of the allies, im all the ſkirmiſhes, which laſted three 
days, was three hundred and twenty-ſeven men 
killed, nine hundred and ſeven wounded; and two 
hundred and twenty miſſfingy” or taken priſoners; _ 
whilſt-thatcof the>Þrench, according to their on 
I [amounted to fifteen hundred men. 

» $XLV: The French, being left maſters of the- 
field; :foon' reduced Hamelen which was far from 
being well fortified, obliged the garriſon to capitu- 
late, and took out of the town. lixty braſs cannon, . 
ſeveral mortats, forty ovens, part of the equipage 
of the Duke's army, and large quantities pfovi- 
ſions and ammunition, which they found in it, to- 
* with a great many ſick and wounded, "who, 

being included in the capitulation, were made 
priſoners of war. Whether t e court of Franee had 
any reaſon to find fault with the conduct of the 
Mardſohab> &Etrees, or Werber its monarch was 
blindly guided by the counſets of his favourite, the 
Nas de Pompadour, who deſirous to teſtify 
her | ep man who had been one of the 

Vol. IV. M chief 
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promotion, was glad 
of an opportunity to retrieve his ſhatteręd fortunes, 
+ and, at the ſame time, to add to — 136cy cond 
285 immenſe treaſures, we ſtall not 
mine: though the event ſeems plainlyiso . i 
"ak Even at the time, . 

tween the military ſkill of the Mateſchal: — 
and that of the Duke de Richelieu but, er 
"horny have been, this laſt; who, if he had not 


ſhone in the character of a ſoldier, excelled all, or 


at leaſt moſt of his contemporaries in the mare re- 
— mens a churtier, was, juſt before. the battle 
- we; have been ſpeaking of, appointed to — 
the former in the command of the French army 
Lower Saxony, where he arrived on the . of Ns 
Ki ſt, with the title of Mareſchal of France; and 
NI. de Exrces immediate! y reſigned the — 


F the-beule of ae 


5 beck, the French ſent a detachment. of four thouſand 
men to lay under contribution the countries of Han- 
over and Brunſwick-Wolfenbuttel, as: well as the 
duchies of Bremen and Verden; and two days aſter 
the arrival of this new commander, the Duke de 
Chevreuſe was detached with two thouſand men to 
take poſſeſſion of Hanover itſelf, with the title of 
Soyernor of that city. He accordingly 1 
thither; and upon his arrival the Hanoterian 
riſon was di ſarned, and leſt at li to retire 2 
they pleaſed. About the ſame time M. de Contades, 
With a detachment from the French army, was ſent 
to make himſelf maſter of the territories of Heſſe- 
Caſſel; where he found no oppoſition.” He was met 
at Warberg by chat prince's maſter of the horſe, 
were ready to furniſn the 
| French army with all the ſuocours the c could 
afford; and accordingly the magiſtrates of Caſſel 
| preſented himwith che keys as ſoon as he entered their 
city. Gottingen was ordered by M. d Armemieres 
55 72 e for him * e _ 
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of military execution, ſour thouſand pounds of white G Fa F- 
bread, to thouſand buſhels of oats; a greater quan- 
- tity. than could be found in the Whole country, an 1362. 
hundred-loads of hay, and other proviſionns. 
encamped in tha neighbourhood of Hoya till the 
twemy- fourth of Auguſt, when, upon advice that 
the enemy had laid two bridges over the Aller in the 
night, and had paſſed that river with a large body 
of ;trgops, he ordered his army to march, to ſecure 
the ĩmportant poſt and paſſage of Rothenburg, left 
they ſhould attempt to march round on his left. He 
encamped that night at Hauſen, having detached 
Lieutenant-General Oberg, with eight battalions and 
fix ſquadrons, to Otte „to which place he 
marched next day, and encamped behind the Wum- 
mer in a very ſtrong ſituation between Otterſbe 
"ns Rothenburg. The French took poſſeſſion 5 
Verden on the twenty: ſixth of Auguſt, and one of 
heir detachments went on the twenty-ninth to 
remen;. where the gates were immediately opened 
to them., The Duke of Cumberland, now cloſely 
preſſed on all ſidesrand in danger of having his 
communication with Stade cut off, which the enemy 
ans to —— by —_ upon all the 
_ poſts round him, found it neceſſary to decampagain; 
hp Bp CORO, of. which the French im- 
mediately of poſſeſſion; to retreat to Selſingen, 
Where his head-quarters were, on the firſt of Sep- 
temher; and from thence, on the third of the ſame 
month, to retire under the cannon of Stade. Here 
it-was imagined that his army would have been able 
to maintain their ground between the Aller and the 
Elbe, till che ſeverity" of the ſeaſon ſhould put an 
end, to the campaign. Accordinglyphis Royal 
Highneſs, upon his taking this potition, | ſent a 
detachment of his forces to Buck-Schantz, with 
ſome artillery, and orders to defend that place ta the 
utmoſt :; but as it could not poſſibly have held out 
je 708 f ee 10 tos 52 M 2 1 A. e many 5, ; 
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: BOOK many days, and as the French, who now nhemmed 
Ears III. ws on all ſides, by making themſelves We. 
| | Yer of a little fort at the mouth of the river Z 001 
| 57 would have cut off his communication With 
Ebbe, ſo that four Engliſt men of war, then in 
that river, could have been of no ſervice to him, 
he was forced to accept of à mediation offered 
by the King of Denmark, by his miniſter the 
: Count de Lynay, and to ſign the famous. Con 
vention of » Cloſter2Seven'#, ' by which xhirty- 
eight thouſand Hanoverians laid dowwirheir arms, 
and were N into Pere quarters of can. 
tonment. . Ai 1 n RUA #55 mo STR 8. 0 
| ä bo bei n e 4 — 
: 12 This e 38 "which ad. 
JR is 
| His Majeſty the King of Denmark, touched with” the! diftireſityſ6f 


ts countries of Bremen and Verden, to which he has always. . Bis 
al protection; and being deſirous, by 3 thoſe 1 es fri 


ing any Jon the theatre of war; mp yy 0 — of blood 
the armies which are ready to diſpute. hs of ; * 
yed his mediation by the mint} cf the Connt de 183 
ighnefs the Duke of Cyraberland, General of the 1 the Allien; — 


one part, aud his Excellency the Mareſ c Richelieu, General oat 
the King of France's fortes n e e er; have, in bende 4 


tion of the inttrventiom of his Daniſh W fade ker 
wordof honour to ang. Lyuar, to a 7 


ſtipulated; and he, the Count de Lynar, 25 Fend Po Ky mag: 


— 


. — — — — 
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43 nimity of the King his. maſter's intention, lig . Ki 7 
N \ arantce mentioned in the preſent oy nvchtion; ſo time 1 555 i 
0 im, with his ſull powers, Which Were was 90 titne"to foe ory 
. | circumſtances which uuried his 1 Grob 15 > "he 
ö a | Article JI. Hoſliliges £cale on bo Ne 
* or ſooner, if poſſible,” Orders for W rd | 2 
* detached — * 1 — Pop * 411 plats | l 
4 5 ese ef ee Won en 7 {Owns ole of | 
1 _ the Count NY an. ſhall be leit hoe; und as it . 0 
9 | ceſſary to ſettle particularly t murch, to the f f | 0 
9 general officer of” Exch nation ſha | be 1 ſent "froin*the ar: | 
with whom "hall, be; ſertled the rute —— | 3 * 
1 ſhall march in, theit ſubſiſtence on their mar ports to oe f 
ö granted them by Bie Excellency the Duke Ws 22 to * their o ] 
1 countries, where they ſill be placed and: 1 — de agreed 1 
; 7 upon between the Court of Nrance and Sovereigns. é ] 
l III. His Royal 4 ay 6 the Duke of Cumber bt Weite Weir te 5 f 
5 the Elbe, with ſuch part of#his army as he ſhall net be able to Fe in 
city of Stade: That — of his forces Which enter into: { 
in the ſaid city; and which it is fuppoſed may amount to between 1 Te . 
fix thouſand men, ſhall remain there under the guarantee 6 his) Majetly 
F the King of Denmark, without committing any 2— of hoſtility; 11 f 
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the pfhet hand, ſhall! they be expoſed to any” of the French troops. In CHAP, 


conſeqterite thereof, commiſſaries, tamed on each ſide, ſhall agree 
the limits to be fixed round that place, for the conveniency of the garriſon ;: 
whith litnits Thall not extend beyond half a league, or a league, from the 
ey acchrtling to the nature of the ground or circumſtances, which ſhall 
| nn th by the cömmiſſaries. The reſt» of the Hanoverian 
an go and take wry in the country beyond the Elbe ; and, to 
| the march of thoſe troops, his Excellency the Duke de Richelieu ſhall 
3 ne 4 general officer, ſent from the Hanoverian army, the route 
they Mall take; obliging himſelf to give the neceſſary” paſſports and ſeeu- 
— the fret age of them, an act x, he the places of their 
nation: his Royal Highticfs the, Duke of Cumberland reſerving to him- 
ſelf the Wiberty of negoclating between the two courts for an extenſion sf 
thoſe quarters. As to the French troops, they ſhall remain in the reſt of 
the duchies of Bremen and Verden, till the definitive reconciliation | of the 
two Soverei : tes 
IV. As the aforeſaid articles are to be executed as ſoon as poſſible, the 
Hanoverian army, and'the corps which are detached from it, particularly 
that which is at Buck-Schantz, and the neighbourhood, ſhall retire under 
Stade in the ſpace of eight-and-ſorty hours. The French army ſhall not 
py the river Oſte, in We duchy of Bremen, till the limits be regulated. 
t ſhall, beſides, keep all the poſts and countries of which it is in poſſeſſion ; 


VII. 
17 


— 


and, not to retard the regulation of the limits ſbetween the armies; com- 


miſſaries ſhall be nominated and ſent on the tenth inſtant to Bremen- wor · 
den, by his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, and his Exce 

the Mareſchal Duke de Richelieu, to regulate, as well the limits to be 
ſigned to the French army, as thoſe that are to be obſerved by the garri- 
ſon at Stade, according to Art. III. 


V. All che aforeſaid articles ſhall be faithfully executed, ai ing to 
their form and tenor, and under the faith of his Majeſty the Kang ef Rea. 


mark's guarantce, which the Count de Lynar, dls miniſter, engages to 
Done at the camp at Cloſter-Seven, Sept. 8, 1757. 


SEPARATE ARTICLES. 3 
UPON che repreſentation made by. 6p Count de Lynar, with a view 
to explain ſome diſpoſitions made by the preſent convention, the following 
— es have been added: 
I. It is the intention of his Excellence the Mareſchal Duke de Richelieu, 
that the allied troops of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland ſhall be 
ſent back to their reſpective countries, according to the form mentioned in 
the ſecond T and that, wr 1 tion e diſtribution ROS 
country, it regulatcd een troops not bei 
conkdered a priſoners e, | Fes 2 
It havin en repreſent at country unenberg cannot 
accommodate Mov * fifteen battalions and fix ſquadrons, and that the 
city of Stade cannot abſolutely contain the garriſon of fix thouſand men al- 
Jotted to it, his Excellency the Mareſchal Duke de Richelieu, being preſſed 
by NI. de Lynar, whoſupported this repreſention by the guarantee of his 
Daniſh Majeſty, gives his conſent ; and his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
2228 engages to cauſe fifteen battalions and fix ſquadrons to paſs the 
„ and the whole body of hunters, and the remaining ten battalions and 
twenty-cight ſquadrons ſhall be placed in the town of Stade, and the places 
to it that are within the line, which ſhall be marked by poſts from 
the mouth of the Liche in the Elbe, to the mouth of the Elmerbeck in 
the river Oſte; provided always, that the ſaid ten battalions and twenty- 
tight ſquadrons ſhall be ö as they are . e 
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1757. berland, hat the —— een, retire un 
Stade in eight- and - ſorty 4 ary to "the « convention, his Excellency 
the Mareſchal Duke = Richelieu hath fi „that grant . 
proper time, at yay the wh. 5% 8 pop 
army encamped at Bremer · worden 
: pon \ hen hours after 8 
other arrangements, and 
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| 61. e 8 * the ras damn Where 
__ - they" commit 75 diforders. F II. Refeckions on "'s 
"4 „ ung — — army. $ tif Ruffin fle 


ef Pruſſia an that, occaſion. 5 W Army, * oo Em. 
pire raiſed wilb difficulty. 4 VII. The Au Arians 
» Take: Gabel. 5 VIII. Andi deftro 2.4 75 5 IX. 
«The Hrince of Pruſlia leaves the army. 

"omunication betzvgen Evigland and 27 ey of: 
. Gueldres tapilulates. $ "XL, Hirmiſbes between't 


« Profrans-and Arftfians. And between the Prufſians 


and Nuſfans. 5 XII. Mare/chal Lebwald attacks 
2 wr yy gin their! Pe of the Re 8 near 9 
4 IL. Haſty re 1 Jou Pr, 2. 
XIV. French and In its take Gotha. G XV. 
Action between the Pruſſians and Auftrians near Goer- 
itz. XVI. The French ' oblige Prince Ferdinand 
o retire. S XVII. Berlin; laid under contribution 
by. the "Auftrians ; and Leipæi Pg oi eeted: 10 e 
- execution by the Prufſians. XVIII. Battle of Ro 
_ Bath; . XIX. The Auftrians take Schweidnitz ; 
and defeats; ibe Prince of | Bevern near Breftew. 
XX. Mareſchal Keith lays Bobemia under contri- 


bution. King of Pruſſia" defeats the | Auftrians at 


Liſſa; retakes Breſlaw and Schweidnitz, and becomes 


Lu. 
maſter , all Sileſia, & XXI. 23 3 


Swedes in Pomerania. 5 XXII. chal Leb. 


wald fortes the: Swedes Io retire. & XXIII. .. 


_ - morial preſented lo ibe my RE Cal. Yorke, relative 
- $6-Offend and Nicuport.. of 


| Majefty's declaration. $ XXV. Diſputes, concerning. 
_ the convention. of Clofter-Seven.. 8 XXVI. Pro 
greſc * * army. $ XXVII. 5 
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King 9 Prufſa' "4 
Jetter to the King Wt Britannick 6y 
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of the Queen of Poland. Tranſaions al ſea. 
$XXVUL: Fate of Captain Death. & XXIX. 5s 


ion opened. & XXX. Supplies granted. $XXXI 


Funds, for raiſing the ſupplics. & XXXII. Meſſages 


* from the* King to be Hoſe vf mon, g XXXIII. 


- Setond treaty uith the King of Pruffia: 8 XXXIV. 
Bill r Hr ing Milford. Havens Regulations with 


pet to corn, 8 XXXV. Balis for the encourage- 


nen amen, and for explitining tie militia act. 


-$\XXXVE"" A for repairing” London«Bridge. 


"$XXXVIL - At for aſcertaining the: qualification 


0 voting.” SXXXVIII. Bill for more Nc Ziuolly 
- Manning the natiy. 8 XXXIX. Amendments in the 
; Ha aff & XL. Sobeme in favour of 
"the . Ho Tn '$X LE Proceedings relative 


10 db. Hfrican Company, - HE XIII. Selſun cloſed. 


long for . Drall 
of the Printeſs mine. S XLIV. Sca engage- 


men of Cape 27 05 5 Remarkable fucceſs of Cap- 


ran Foreſt. 
Succeſs of Adm. Gee 


LV. French":evacuate Embden. 
'; French fleet" driven aſhore 


* Baſque ra. 'F arp Adm. Broderick s ſhip 


"butt at ſca. '$ XLVII. Deſcent at | Cancalle-bay. 

$XLEVUI. Expedition again Cherbourg. S XLIX. 

" Deſtent at St. Malos. L. Exlld defeated at 

ST, Cas. LI. Captures from the”. entmy. F LIII. 

* Clamours of the | Dutch merchants, on account of-tbe 

727 of their ſhips.” 8 wg. Jo a med my” 
to /be $/ales-General. * 


' " 
Ms . % IV i 


J L by 8 benz now quite WY 


dued; and the whole force of the-French 


et looſe againſt the King of Pruſſia by this treaty, 


1 


Mareſchal Richelieu immediately ordered Lieute- 
nant· General Berchini to march with all + poſſible 
expedition, with the troops under his command, to 
join the Prince de Soubiſe: the —— armes, and 
other troops chat were in the La 

Caffe}, received: the ſame wy — fixty Wale 


raviate of Heſle- 
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of ſhake th the greateſt part of the horſe belonging cnn. 


ſhan. territories... . Mareſchal Richelieu him 
1155 at Brunſwick on the fiſteenth of Septe mber 
d having, in à few days after, afle an hun- 
od and ten n bee at hundred and fi 


* 5 c French army, were directed to attack 7 


olf lfenbuttel, ene, the King of Pruſſia's do- 
minions, 1 ny 9 the ayth, 28th, and 29th 
* Ak 4518 in three co umns, which pene- 
ed into Halberſtadt and Brandegburgh, (pa 

a the towns, exacting, , contributions, - 
2 5 many enormity, elne their 100 5 is 
faid to PVC £98 connived mean time the Duke 
of Cumberland returned to England, where he ar- 
1220 on the 11th of, October, and ſhortly after re- 


Red pl bin A commands. ENA en 
al V aſter the, battle 
19 Wande a 52 Fo le of 


might eafjly, . and then taken poſt on th 

or ie of of Gender, 1 ng ag — Magde. 
t have waited ſecurely, under the can- 
op = ER place ſor che junction of the Pruſ., 
© Drech1 Aaſicgd of, which, they, injudicioully, 
turned off to the Lower titer, 8 ſucceſſively 

from, Kane > Nienburg, Ve othenburg 

xtchude, and laſtly to Stade, 8 for 9 
1 and elbow+room,. the troops were all 
iſoners of war at large. They made a march 

0 bend ed an 2 mai e * 
— 4 — a the other route, whi 

= 3 an A miles, and would bave 1 
them to a place of . By this unaccountable 
conduct, the. of Pruſſia was not only deprived: 
of the aſſiſtance ol near forty thouſand good r 
which, in the, cloſe of the campaign, might have 
put him upon an equality with the French and the 
my of the Empire; but alſo expoſed to, and actu- 
Al ly ww * his numerous enemies on all ſides, 
inſomuch 


uadrons, . ndxed pieces of cannon, near 
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exous than ever; and the fate which ſeemed to me 
arehed the FE Tow months before 
his means, was, to all appearance, turtied ag 
hitafelE His rain was Predicteq nor could 
ence foreſee how lie might be extricated 4 fr 
is complicated diftreſs; for, beſides the invaſion of 
" his territories by the French under the Duke de 
Nüchelieu, the Ruſſians, who bad Trade for 4 


time a dilatory march, and feemed uncertait of their 


own refolutions, alf at once quickened theirmotions, 


and entered ducal Pruſſia under Mareſchal Apraxin 
and Geticral Fermor, marking their ſs 5 
every inhumanity that unbridle eruelty, uſt, and 
rapine can be 1 capable of committing. A 
large” body of Auſtrians entered Silefia, and —— 


trated as far as Breftau': 


then eſs of dende 
laid ſiege ta the importam fortreſs of tes 
che key of that country. A ſecond body entered 


Luſatia, another quatter of the enen bs territories, 


and made themſelves maſters of Zittau. Twenty- 

two thouſand Swedes penetrated into Pruffian Pome- 
rania, took the towns of Anclam and Demmin, and 
laid the ole country under contribution, The 
army of the Empire, reinforced by chat of Prince 


_—_ after many delays; was at laſt in fall march 


Lutry Saxony; and os motion left the Auſtrians 
do turn the greateſt part pf their forces to 


he reduction "of Sita.” Att Auſtrian General, 


netrating thr Lyfatia, paſſed by the 
armies, and, fug enly preſenting himſelf before tie 


of Berlin, laid the whole country under contri- 

tion; and though he retired on the approach of a 
body of Pruſſtans, yet he {till found means to inter- 
rupr the communication of theſe aft with Sileſia. 


The Pruſſians, it is true, exerted thernſelves bravely 


on all ſides, and their enemies ſſed before them; bur- 
whilſt one body Was e The wha gained upon 


to in ſome other part. winter * 


„ „ „e e e ned A ines inde. dt bo. wot 4 PRIEST Oo £i «»MwmMYYMNTcYCCmw_  .7 
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1 


their ſtrength decayed, and their {EVE A multi- CHAP: 


plied daily. Their King haraſſed; andalmoſt ſpent 
with inceſſunt fatigue both of body and of mind, 
was in a manner excluded from the Empire. The 
3 part of his dominions were either taken 
him, or laid under contribution, and poſſeſſed 

by his enemies; ho collected the publick revenues, 
fatretied on the contributions, and with- the riches 
which they drew from the electorate of Hanover, 
and other conqueſts, defrayed the expenſes of the 
war; and by the convention of Cloſter- Seven he way 
deprived of his allies, and left without any aſſiſtance 


might think fit to How different is this 
— re from that which the King of Pruſſia exhibited 
when he took arms to enter Saxony? But, in order to 


his Pruſſtan Majeſty, and of the ſteps he took to 


whatever, ee what the Britiſh Parliament 


VIII. 
Winged 
57. 


form a clear idea of theſe events, of the ſituation of 


defear the deſigns of his antagoniſts,” and extricare 


himſelf from by great and numerous diſtreſſes it will 
be proper now to take a view of the ſeveral tranſ- 
actions of his enemies, as well during his ſtay in 
* uy the _ of his _— it, Ade 
that which we are now 7 


III. Whilſt the King Prufiiz wasin-Bohemia; 


me Empreſs of Ruſſia reed notice to be given to 
all maſters of ſhips, That if any of them were found 
aſſiſting the Pru ans, by the tranſportation of troops, 
os — — wr they ig _ oma 
as rizes: er fleet, c een 
men of — and frigates, with two bomb-ketches, 
was ſent to block * the Pruſſian ports in the Bal. 
tick, where it took ſeveral ſhips''of that nati 


which were employed in carrying proviſions 
merchandiſe from one port to 22 One of 


theſe ſhips of war appearing before Memel, a town 


of Poland, but ſubject to Prafſia, the commandant 
ſent an officer to the captain, to know whether he 


gs friend or an enemy: to which interroga- 


dion 


— 
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8 tion the Ruſſian, captain replied, That, notwith- 


— 
1 757. 


C 
+. % 


ſtanding the diſpoſitions of the Empreſs of both the 
Ruſſias were ſufhciently known, yet he would further 
explain them, by declaring that his orders, and thoſe 
of the other Ruſſian commanders} were, in confor- 
mity to the laws of war, to ſeize on all the Pruſſian 
veſſels they met with on their eruiſe. Upon which 
the commandant of Memel immediately gave orders 
for pointing the cannon to fire upon all Ruſſian ſhips 
that ſhould approach that place. 
8 IV. The land-forces of the Ruſſians had now 
lingered on their march upwards of {ix months: and 
it was pretty generally doubted, by thoſe who were 
ſuppoſed to have the beſt intelligence, whether they 


ever were deſigned really to paſs into the Pruſſian 


territories, not only on account of their long tay 
e 


0 ; on the borders of Lithuania, but al ſo becauſe ſeveral 


of their Coſſacks had been ſeverely puniſhed for 
plundering the waggons of ſome Pruſſian peaſants 
upon the frontiers of Courland, and the damage of 
che peaſants compenſated with money, though Ge- 
neral Apraxin's army vas at the ſame time greatly 
diſtreſſed by the want of proviſions; When, on a 
ſudden, they quickened their mot ions, and ſhowed 
ruin of Pruſſia. Their ſirſt act of hoſtility was the 
attack of Memel, which ſurrendered: and, by the 
articles of capitulation, it was agreed, that the gar- 
riſon ſhould march out with all che honours of war, 
after having engaged not to ſerve againſt the Em- 


prefs, or any of her allies, for the ſpace of one 


Fee 408. ok 23 7 
V. His Pruſſian Majeſty, juſtly foreſeeing the 
great enormities that were t̃o be expected from theſe 
avage enemies, ho were unaccuſtomed to make 
war, except upon nations as barbarous as themſelves, 
who looked upon war only as an 2 for 


plunder, and every country through which they hap- 


. 


pened to march as their's by right of . | 


pu 


GMG 15 
publiſhed the following declaration: It is ſuffi- CHAP. 


ciently known, that the King of Pruſſia, after the 
example of his glorious predeceſſors, has, ever ſince 
his acceſſion to the crown, laid it down as a maxim 
to ſeek the friendſhip of the Imperial Court of Ruſ- 
ſia, and cultivate it by every method. His Pruſſian 


ny; 


8 


| 1757s 5 


Majeſty hath had the ſatisfaction to live, for ſeveral 


" ſneceſhve years, in the ſtricteſt harmony with the 


1 Empreſs; and this happy union would be 
Mill 


| P E 
ſubſiſting, if evil-minded potentates had not 


broke it by their fecret machinations,” and carried 


things to ſuch a height, that the minifters on both 


ſides have been recalled; and the correſpondence 
broken” off However 5 circum= 
ſtances might be for the King, his Majeſty was ne- 


vertheleſs' moſt attentive to prevent any thing that 


might inereaſe the alienation of the Ruſſian Court. 


He hath been particularly careful, during the diſ- 


turbances of the war that now unhappily rages, to 


avoid Whatever might involve him in a difference 
with that Court, notwithſtanding the great grievances 
he hath to alledge againſt it; and that it was pub- 


lickly known the Court of Vienna had at laſt drawn 


that of Ruſſia into its deſtructive views, and made ir 


ſerve as an inſtrument for favouring the ſchemes of 


Auſtria.” His Majeſty hath given the whole world 
inconteſtible oe that he was under an indiſ- 
enſuble neceſſity 


up arms for his defence; Yet, even ſince things 
have been brought to this extremity, the King hath 


offered to lay down his arms; if proper ſecurities 


ſhould be granted to him. His Majeſty hath not 
neglected to expoſe the artifices by which the Im- 
periat Court of Ruſſihath been drawn into meaſures 
to oppoſite to the'Empreſs's ſentiments, and which 
would excite the utmoſt indignation of that great 
Princeſs, if the truth could be placed 1 
Sen 2 without 


* 


| of having recourſeto the meaſures 
 hath' taken againſt the Courts of Vienna and 
Saxony, who forced him by their conduct to take 
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every unjuſt attack. | His Majeſh y will never 
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' BOOK withour diſguiſe... The Kirk; did more: he ſuggeſted 


to her Imperial Majeſty ſufficient means either to ex- 
cuſe her not taking any part in the preſent war, or 

to avoid, upon the juſteſt grounds, the execution of 
thoſe engagements which the: Court of Vienna 
claimed by a manifeſt abuſe of obligations, which 
they employed to palliatę their unlawful views. / It 


wholly depended upon the Empreſs of Ruſſſa to ex- 


tinguiſh the flames af the war, without unſheathing 
the ſword, by, OE the Lee eee 
the King. This conduct would have immortalized 
hex reign throughout all E Ip would ha 

ined. her more laſting eie fab can be — 
y the greateſt triumphs. The King finds with re- 
gret, chat all his precautions and care to maintain 


peace with the Ruſſian empire are fruitleſs, and; that 


the intrigues of his cnempes: have prævailed. 
Majeſty ſees. all the conſiderations of friend@ip and 


8 od neighbourhood ſet aſide by the Imperial Curt 


Ruflia, as well. as the.obſervance of its engage: 
ments with his Majeſty; He ſecs that Court march- 
ing its troops through the territories of a toreign 
Power, and, contrary to the tenor of treaties, in or- 
der to attack the King in his dominions: and thus 

part in a war, in which his enemies have in- 


mg the Ruſſian empire. In ſuch cixqumſtances, 


the King hath no other part to take, but to employ 
the —_ which God hathj entruſted to him in de- 
fending himſelf. protecting his ſub een 85 


ſight of —— rules which are obſerved, even in 
midſt on! wars amo — ow tn 7. —5 
trary to cx n, cheſe ru 
be e pe troops of Ruſſia, if they commit 
in che King's territorics diſorders and eyceſſes diſ- 
allowed by the laws of arms, his Majeſty, muſt not 
be blamed if he makes repriſals in Saxony: and, ifs 
inſtead of that good order and figorous diſcipline 
which have e hee x obſerved. by his 1 
Witt; 4; avo ug 


r rene 


ASS r 


dE O N I Ib. 
avoiding all ſorts of violence, he finds himſelf forced, 
contrary. to his inclination, to ſuffer. the provinces , 
and ſubjects of Saxony to. be treated in the ſame D- 


Ig 


. 


manner as his own territories be treated. As 
to the xeſt, the King will oon publiſh. to the whole 
world e the reaſons alleged bi Fs the Im- 
perial, Court of Ru e dae 1; and 
as his Wahn is forced 1 0 ce, he 
has room to ee 7 of 
Hoſts will bleſs Fr N = 1 be wil dif- 
appoint the unjuſt enterpriſes of His enemies, and 
grant him his powerful ane, te 0 him to 
make head againſt 2 Air 

5 VI., When the King af Pruſſia vas put TOR 
the ban of the Empire, the wool Princes who com-. 
poſe that body were require 


| the decree. of the 
Aulick Council, as we ob They before, to furni | 

their reſpective contingents againſt 11 9 Thoſe 

upon this as à fair . | 


who. feared-/him look 
tunity of reducing him; and thoſe, who ſtood in aw 

of the Houſe of - Auſtria were;. h Mace 
compelled to ſupport that Power which they dreaded. 
Beſides, they were accuſtomed to the influence of a 
ſamily, in Which the Empire wk for a long time, 
been in a manner — and were alſo intimi- 
dated by the ap 
formidable, pe 

Yet, — all this, the cont 


ingents, both 


of men and money, were collected ſlow ly; the troops 


Vere badly compoſed; and many of thoſe, not only 

of the Proteſtant Princes, hut alſo of the Catholicks, 
ſhowed the utmoſt reluctance to act againſt his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty, which, indeed, none of reed would 
have — able to do, had it not been for the aſ- 


a conſegeracy, the moſt 
ps, Wo the world had ever ſeen. 


ſiſtance of the French under the Prince de Soubiſe. 


The Elec tor-Palatine loſt above a thouſand men by 


deſertion. Four thouſand of the troops belonging to 
the Duke of Wirtemberg being delivered to the 
E on the n of, June, 


were 


A 
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* were immediate! hy reviewed; but the tewiew was 1 
bee finiſhed, when' they began'to en zloudythat der 
70 = they were ſold. Next mornin 7 — — de- fit 
% 75 ſerted at once, and were ſoon follow: by parties of an 
8 and thirty each; Who forced thei we ugs 12 
5 ping detachments that pe 205 tes of Stutgard, IX 
d in the evening the mutiny: ceame general. of 
They fred u 1 10 bet in their barracks, and Al 
ter Retr endl Know char if he did not ithmedit 125 
8 ardly wichdraw, they would put hin t6:death! Mean If 
while, ſome 'of the'officers Min purſued the de- . 
ſerters, brought back a part of Be iſoners, When Fs 
we reſt of the ſoldiers a: that if th -were'not OP 
immediately releaſed, they would ſet fire ti the ſtadt- (FE 
houſe and Mp wr upon Which the priſoners were io 
ſet at liberty late i in the evening Next morning the N. 
ſoldiers aſſembled, and having ſeized ſome-'of the de 
offlcers, three or four hundred of them marched out 1 
; of the town at that time, with the muſick of the regi- = 
ments ug before them; and in this manner near 8 
| three tho of them led off, and the remaihder a. 
were Meran diſcharged? an lcene ha 
— $ VIE The King c Privflia: fa” opc s leavin 1 
: Bohemia, after the Patels of Kolin, retired towards W 
| Saxony, as we obſerved before; and having ſent his th 


heavy artillery and mortars up the Elbe to Dreſden, 
fixed his camp on the banks of that river, at Leit- 
meritz, Where his main army was ſtrongly en- 
trenched, whilſt Mareſchal Keith, with the troops 


under his command, encamped on the 9 5 oF 
ſhore; a free communication being kept ee be 
means of a bridge. At the ſame time detachments _ a 
were ordered to ſecure the paſſes into Saxony, As q 1 
this poſition of the King of Pruſſia prevented the = 
Auſtrians from being able to penetrate" into Saxony _ 
by the way of the Elbe, they moved, by flow marches, of 
into the circle of Buntzlau, and; at laſt, wich a de- ; 7 
tachment commanded by the Duke d Arember and 0 
M. Macguire, on the eighteenth of June fell ſud- 4 oh 


denly 


LY 


GAG 177 
genly upon, and took, the important poſt at Gabel, CHAP. 
Gow between We Len and Zitiau, after Y, 
an obſtinate defence made by the Pruſſian garriſon, 1753. 
8 Major-Genetal Putkammer, conſiſting of four 

battalions, ho were obliged to lurrender pri ſoners 
of war. The Auſttians having by this motion gained 
a march towards Luſatia, upon a corps which had 
been detached under the command of the Princeof 

Pruſſia to watch them, his Pruſſian Majeſty thought 

proper to leave Leitmeritz on the twenticth in the 

morning, and lay that night at Lickowitz, a village 
oOppoſite to Leitmeritz, of which a battalion. of his 
troops ſtill kept poſſeſſion, while the reſt of his army 
remained encamped in the plain before that place. 
Next morning at break of day; Prince Henry 
deeamped, and made ſo. good a diſpoſition. for his 
retreat, that he did not loſe a ſingle man, though he 
marched in ſight of the hole body of Auſtrian irre- 

* gulars... He 1 8070 bridge at Leitmeritz, aſter 
withdrawing the battalion that was in the town, and 
having burnt the bridge, the whole army united, and 
made a ſmall.movement towards the paſſes of the 
mountains; the King then lying at Sulowitz, near 
the field where the battle of Lowoſchurz was fought 
on the rſt of October of the preceding year." The 

yy baggage was ſent on in the afternoon, with a 


Proper elcorte ; and in the morning of the twenty- 
ORE prog | 


1 m4 
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marched in two columns, and en- 
. camped on the high grounds at Luſechitz, a little 
beyond Lenai, where it halted the twenty -third. No 
attack was made upon the rear- guard, though great 
numbers of Auſtrian huſfars, and other irregulars, 
F 8 evening beſore within cannon-ſhot 
_ . of the Pruſſian camp. On the. twenty-fourth the 
army; marched to Nellandorf on the twenty-fifth it 
encamped near Cotta, on thetwenty-ſixth near Pirna, 
. here It halted the next day; and on the twenty- 
eighth it croſſed. the river near that place, and en- 
- tered Lufatia, where, by the end of the month, it 
encamped at Bautzen. 
Vol. IV. | N $ VIII. 
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BOOK. F VIII. The King's army nidde this retfedr with 
III. all the ſucceſs that eonld be wiſhed; but the corp 
> under the Prince of Pruffia had tt the figne 
757» * * 
Zir- 


fortune: fot the Aiiſtriang, | imirhediately aft 
raking Gabel, ſenr a ſtrong detichiricnt ag int Zi 
tau, a trading town in the circle of Upper-Saxbny, 
where the Prulfjans had large magazines, and a ar- 
riſon of ſix batraliotis, and, in his ſight, attat xed it 
with uncommon rage. Payitig no fegafd to the in- 
hahitants as being friends or allies, hut determine 
to reduce the place before the King of Pruſſia cbull 
bave time to march to its relief, they hi ſgbner ar- 
rivedbeforeit, than they bombarded and cannonadeti 
it with fuch fury, chat moſt of tlie eee 
themſelves unable to refift, 'matle their eſcape,” a 
carried off as much as they could of the magazines, 
leaving only three or fouf hundred men in the town, 
under Colonel Diricke, to Hold it out as long 4s 
poſſible; ich. he accordingly 8, th che whole 
place was Almoſt deftroyed. he cannonacling be- 
gan on the twenty-third*of July, at cleben in the 
morning, and laſted till five in che evening. In'this 
Tpace of time four thodfand balls, many of them red 
hot, were fired into this unfortunate city, with ſo 
kttle intermiſton, that it was [oon ſes on fire in 
bereral Place, Int the confukon'which the confla- 
gration produced, the Auſtrians entered the town, 
And the tnhabirants imagined that they hat then 
nothing farther to fear; and that theif friends the 
Auſtrians, would affift them in exringuiſtinng the 
flames, and ſa ting the 17 but in at boom 
their expectations were difappointed. The Pan- 
dours and Sclavönians, who tuſhed'in with! lar 
troops, made no diſtinction Bruten the Prulflans 
and the inhabitants of Zittau: Inſtead bf helping 
to quench the flames, they bega to pIatider che 
warehouſes which the fire had not reached; ſo that 
all the valuable merchandize they con med was 


oy 


either carried off, or reduced to aſhes. e 


4 101 


r GEORGE © _ 99 
Fan x hundred houſes, and almoſt of 9 publick cel AP. 
ud gs, the cathedrals of St. John and St. James, a- : 
te orp! a houf e, eight parſonage-houſes, elght . 
a0 the town-houſe, and every thing con- 
55 in it, ft, publick weigh-hou e, the priſon, - 
e archives, and Ph the other documents of the 
»wn-counci, the plate, and other things of Tale, 
Be to the town, from time to time, oy 
"the Emperors, ings, and other Princes and No 
re were entirely 558 6 and more than 
ur Hundred citizens were ited in this aſtault. 
of the whole town there was left ſtanding only one 
Fart and thirty-cight houſes, two churches, the 
5 7 library, and the falt-work. The Queen 1 
Wh Aan. was ſo alfteted by this melancholy accou 
e is ſaid to have fainced away upon hearing 
8 90 0 0 to their ical the King of 
old, the Au] fttians thought BODE: to pub ah 
excuſe for their CAR a ae 7 tot 
5 ſity they were under, and the RE lee? defenc 
e by the Pruſſian 9 But What "excuſes 
5770 for ſuch bar | 
or 00 155 1 the Prince 27 Prufſi ia, 
ve b been Wedel es to. the deſtrückion of this 
h nhappy lace, Was, by the King's Thatch to Baur 
1 ore farely extijcared. from | the danger 'of being 
furroundedb ah et. Aden N Ris Majeſty's 
0005 Hired fro on the ri 
In LA er. this ee Wer $9 5 Eruſſa, fin 1 
hes th much 7 imp ed by the Aigues of t 


Ke 0 uitted "th c army 4 ang oft my 


* 1 e was publi d for his . 

i gp tea ch mor probable: 2 * "was only whiſpered, 

cows 19. been, _y 78 than wha none gyer was more 
8 Humantty a Ke ebe Virtues, diflik * Noleut- 


of the _ ber, "tude! not refrain from 2 "of 

matron TX which his Majeſty, ith od | 
Agree 2 Ther the zir of Berlin buld be * or for 2 

chat of the — mE "The Pine ores ;retired . 

1 Frie concern we 0 
5 N FEES ee 
11977 of fr 4 1 ad 1 
, | Berlin. 
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' B.OOK Berlin, In the mean time, Mateſchal Keith, who 


1757- 


had been left upon the frontier; to guard the paſſes 
of the mountains of Bohemia, arrived at Pirna, 
having been much haraſſed in his march by th 
enemy's irregular troops, and loſt ſome waggons of 


: 


4 760 and baggage. After reſting a day at 


Pirna, he purſued his march through Dreſden with 


twenty battalions and forty ſquadrons, and encamped 
on the right of the Elbe, before the gate of the new 
city, from whence he joined the King between 
Bautzen and Goerlitz. The Pruſſian army, now te- 
aſſembled at this place, amounted to about ſixty 


thouſand men, beſides twelve battalions and ten 
ſquadrons which remained in the famous camp at 


Pirna, under the Prince of Anhalt-Deſſau, 36 cov 


Dteſden, ſecure the gorges of the mountains, and 
check the incurſions of the Auſtrian irregulars, with 


whom, as they were continually flying about the 
fkirts of the Pruſſian army. as well in their encamp- 
ments as 6n their marches, almoſt daily ſkirmiſhes 


happened, with various ſucceſs. Though ſome of 


% 


- heeauſe the fidelity of 


theſe encounters were very bloody, they coſt. the 
Pruſſians much fewer men than they Toft by deſer- 
tion ſince the battle of Kolin. he reaſon ſeems. 0b- 
vious:—The Pruſſian army had been recruited, in 
times of peace, from all parts of Germany; and 
though this way of recruiting may be very proper 
in ſuch times, yet it cannot be expected to anſwer in 
a ſtate of actual war, ef; en an unfortunate war: 

uch ſoldiers can never be ſo 
much depended on as that of natives, who ſerve 
their natural ſovereign from principle, and not 


merely for pay, and v ho muſt deſert their ? 
their patents, and their friend, at the ſame time 
that they deſert their princſ e. 


FX. It will be proper here to take notice of ſome 


events, which could not eaſily be mentioned before, 


— Without breaking through the order we haye propoſed 
to ourſelves in the writing of this 2. he Em- 
0 Gay a N 5 | 


preſs 
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reſs· Queen, more embittered than ever againſt the HA. 
King of Pruſſia and his allies, recalled her miniſters, I. 
Count Coloredo and Monſ. Zohern from London, 1357. 
towards the beginning of July; and about the ſame © 
time Count Kaunitz, great Chancellor of the Em- | 
ire, informed Mr. Keith, the Britiſh miniſter at 
ienna, that the court of London, by the ſuccours 
it had given, and ſtill continued to give, the King 
of Pruſſia, as well as by other circumſtances relating 
to the preſent ſtate of affairs, having broken the ſo- 
D e which united this crown with the 
Houſe of Auſtria, her Majeſty the Empreſs-Queen 
had thought proper to recall her miniſter from — 
land, and conſequently to break off all correſpond- 
ence. Mr. Keith, in purſuance of this notice, ſet 
out from Vienna on the twenty-ninth of July; as did 
alſo Mr. Deſrolles, his Britannick Majeſty's miniſter 
at the court of Bruſſels, from this laſt place, about 
the ſame time. On the ſeventh of July, General 
Piſa; commandant of Oſtend, Nicuport, and the . 
maritime ports of Flanders, ſent his adjutant to the 
Engliſh vice-conſul at Oſtend, at ſix o'clock in the 
morning, to tell him, that by orders from his court 
l, communication with England was broke off; and 
leſired the vice-conſul to intimate to the pacquet- 
»oats. and Britiſh ſhipping at Oſtend, Bruges, and 
Nieuport, to depart in twenty-four hours, and not 
o return into any of the ports of the n 
ill further diſpoſition ſhould be made, The reaſons 
lledged by the court of Vienna for debarring the 
ubjects of his Britannick Majeſty from the uſe of 
heſe ports, obtained for the Houſe of Auſtria by the 
rms and treaſyres of  Great-Britain, were, © 4 7 
er Imperial Majeſty, the Empreſs-Queen, could E 
ot, with indifference, ſee England, inſtead of giv- 1 
ng the ſuccours due to her by the moſt folemn - | 10 
reaties, enter into an alliance with her enemy the 1 i 
« and actually: afford him all manner. | vet 
) 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
the moſt Chriſtian King, her ally, had ſent to her 
aid, and ſuffering privateersto exerciſe open violence 
in her roads, under che cannon 'bf-her ports and 
coaſts, without giving the leaſt ſaxis faction or anſwer 
to the complaints made on that account; and the 
King of Gfeat-Britain himſelf; at the very time ſhe 
was offering him a neutrality for Hanover, publiſh- 
ing, by a meſſage to his parliument, that ſhe had 


fofmed, with the Moft Chriſtian King; dangers 


deſigns againſt that electorate :' therefore, her Ma- 
jeſty, deſirous of providing for the ſecurity of her 
ports, judged it expedient glve the ſorementioned 
orders; and at the ſame time to declare, that ſhe 
could no longer permit a free communication be- 


tweed her ſubzects and the Engliſh, which had hi- 


therto been founded upon treaties that Great. Britain 
had, without ſcruple, openly viblated.“ Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe orders; the Engliſn pacquet-boats, 


VMiͤtth letters, were allowed to/Paſs as uſual to and 


from Oftend ; the Minifters of her Imperial Ma- 


jeſty wiſely conſidering how good a revenue the 


poſtage of Engliſh letters brings in to the poſt- office 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands. Oſtend and Nieuport, 
by order of her Imperial Majeſty, received each of 
them a French garrilon; the former on the nineteenth 
of July, and the latter the next day, under the com- 
mand of M. de la Motte, upon whoſe arrival the 
Auſtrian troops evacuared thoſe places; though the 
Empreſs-Queen ſtill reſerved to herſelf, in both of 
them, the full and free exerciſe of all her rights of 
ſovereignty; to which purpoſe an oath was admini- 
ſtered to the French commandant by her Majeſty's 
miniſter-plenipotentiary for the government of the 
Low Countries. At the fame time, their Imperial 
and Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties notified to the magi- 
ſtracy of Hamburgh, thar they muſt not admit any 
Engliſh men of war, or tranſports; into their port, 
on pain of having a French (garriſon impoſed on 
them. The city of Gueldres, which had been blocked 

1 i vp 
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n e Scr in, a © 
ap by dhe French ever ſince the beginning of ſum- S ni. 
mer, Was forced by famine to capitulate on the , | 

twenty=fourth of Auguſt, and the garriſon marched <p 

out with all the honours of war, in order to be con- 
cted to Berlin: but ſo many of them deſerted, 

t when. they paſſed by Cologn, the whole garriſon 

conſiſted only of the commandant, and forty-feven 

men. By the ſurrender of this place the whole coun- 


59 open. 9 the Frengh and their allies quite up 
to M 


agdebourg ; and the Ermpreſs-Queen immedi- 1 
ately received tyo hundred thouſand crowns from 1 
the revenues of Cleves and La Marcke alone. 4 
„XI. To return to the affairs more immediately ih! 
relating to the King of Pruſſia, The advanced poſts 17 
ofthe Prince of Anhalt-Deſſau at Pirna were attacked, LH 
on the tenth of Auguſt, by a body of huſſars, and | if bel 
other .irr Har troops of the Auſtrians; but the # | 
Pruſſians ſoon obliged them to retire, with the loſs 1 if 
of ſeveral men and two pieces of cannon. On the | F021 
nineteenth of the ſame month, early in the morning, 1 
great number, of Auſtrian Pandours ſurrounded a bk 
dale town called Gotliebe, in which a Pruſſian gar- lk [ 
riſon was quartered, with a deſign to take it by ſur- 175 18 
priſe. The Pandours attacked it on all ſides, and 4 
in the beginning killed twenty-three Pruſſians, and 14 
wounded many; but the Pruſſians having rallied, | 4.8 
repulſed the aſſailants with great loſs. Theſe, how- = 
ever, were but a ſort of preludes to much more deci- * 
ſive actions which happened ſoon after. Sileſia, 70 
which had hitherto been undiſturbed this year, be- "$f 
gan now to feel the effects of war. Baron Jahnus, = 
an Auitrian colonel, entering that country with only 41 
an handful of men, made himſelf maſter of Hirſch= U 0 | 
berg, Waldenberg, Gotteſburg, Frankenſtein, and 1 
Landſhut. They were, indeed, but 4 * places; and he . 
was repulſed in an attempt upon Strigau. On the = | 
ſide —— the army of the empire was aſſem- 1 
bling with all fi under the Prince of Saxe-Hild- 1 "Bl 
burghauſen; the French were marching a ſecond - 


* * — 
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BOOK army from their interior province into Alface; in 
1 


order to join the Tmperialiſts : the firſt dĩviſton of 
their troops had already entered the empire, and were 
advanced as far as Hanau. The Swedey were now 
preparing, with the utmoſt expedition, to da 


numerous army into Pomerania; and the Ruffians, 
who, fince the taking of Memel, had not done the 


King of Pruſſia much damage, beſides that of obſig” 
ing him to keep an army in Pruſſia to'oppoſe them, 

d interrupting the trade of Konigſberg by their 
quadrons, were again advancing with hafty ftrides 
towards Pruſſia, marking their ſteps with horrid defo- 
. Field-Mareſchal Lehwald, who had been 
eft in Pruſſia, with an army of thirty thouſand men, 


to guard that Kingdom during the abſence” of his 
maſter, was encampednear Velau, when the Ruſfians, 


to the number of eighty thouſand, after taking Me- 
mel, advanced againſt the territories of the Pruffian 


King, whoſe ſituation now drew-upon him the atten 


tion of all Europe. In the night between the ſeventh 
and eighth of Auguſt, Colonel Malachowſti, one of 
Mareſchal Lehwald's officers, matched to recon- 
noitre the poſition of the enemy, when a ſkirmiſh 
happened, which laſted near two hours, between his 
advanced ranks and a Ruſſian detachment, three 
times ſtronger than the Pruſſians. The Rufhans 


| were repulſed, and fled into the woods, after having 
» 


fifty men killed, and a great number wounded: 
The Pruſſians loſt but one man, and had fourteen 
wounded. A Gn «ui 
* $ XII. Several other little ſkirmifheshappenedbe, 
tween ſtraggling parties of the two armies; and the 
Ruſſians went on pillaging and laying waſte every 
thing before them, till at length the two armies hav- 
ing approached one another in Brandenburgh-Pruſſia, 
Mareichal Lehwald, finding it impoſſible to ſpare 
detachments from ſo ſmall a' number as his Was, 
compared to that of the enemy, to cover the wretched 
inhabitants from the outrages committed" on _ 
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by the Ruſſian Coſſacks, and other barbarians. be- Milt 

longing to them, judged it abſolutely, negeflary. ta 

attack their main army, and accordingly; notwith= 77 37 

ſtunding his great diſadvantage in almoſt every re- 
he reſo}ved to hazard a battle on the thirtieth 

of Auguſt: The Ruſſians, conſiſting, as we before. 

obſeryed of eighty thquſand regulars, under the 

command of Mareſchal Apraxin, avoiding the open 

field, ere entrenched in a moſt advantageous camp 

near Norkitten, in Pruſſia. Their army vas com- 

poſed of four Jines, each of which was e by an 

entrenchment, and the whole was defended by two 

hundred pieces of cannon, batteries being placed 

EOS f 


upon all the eminences. Mareſchal 1 
ſcarcely amounted to thirty thouſand men. The 1 
action hegan at five in the morning, and was car- * 
ried on ich ſo much yigour, that the Pruſſians 1 
tirely broke the whole Firſt line of the enemy, © | it | 
forced all their batteries, The Prince of Holſtei { bak 
Gottorp, brother to the King of Sweden, at the head i: 
of his regiment of 'dragoons, routed the , Ruſſian | Wt 
cavalry, and afterwards. fell upon a regiment of 5 
refadiers, which was cut to pieces; but when the 1 
ruſſians came to the ſecond entrenchment, Mare, $198 
ſchal-Lehwald, ſeeing that he could not attempt to 14 
carry it without expoſing his army too much, took 49 
the reſalution to retire. The Pruſſians returned to 1 
their former camp at Velau, and the Ruſſians re- x 1 
mained in their preſent ſituation. The loſs of the A 
PruſGans- little exceeding two thouſand. killed 1 
wounded, was immediately replaced out of the diſ- bi. Fi 
ciplined militia... The Ruſſians loſt a much greater wg i 
number. General, Lapuchin vas wounded; and _* my 
taken priſoner, with; a colonel of the Ruſſian artil. | 1 1 
lery; but the former was ſent back on his parole. HY 


The Pruſſian army had, at firſt, made themſelves 
maſters of above eighty pieces of cannon; but were 
aſterwards obliged to * them, 175 At =od 

i On for want 27 carriages. 1 rec unan 


x86 
92 Generals were killed but che Pruffiine loſt no 
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General or"! officer of diſtinction, of — pie 
Count Dohma was the only ode that was wounded: 

XIII. ster this e 
wald changed che pofition of his army, by drawing 


towards Peterſwald; and the Nuſſians, — — 


ite inactive till the thirteenth 'of Septernber, 
de 'to/tho great ſurpriſe of cer one, re- 
68 but of Pruſſia with ſuch preoipitatien, that 
_ they leſt all their fick and wounted behind them, 
to the amount of fifteen or ſixtoen ihouſand men, 
5 pieces of eantion, and a conf- 
their mtary ſtores. Mareſchal 

Aprarxin File his deſign by advanci all his 
== lars towards the Pruſſian army; ſo that Ma- 
hal Lehwald was not informed fie till the third 

755. when he detached Prince George of Holſtein 


h ten thouſand horſe to purſue them: but with . 


bones of coming up with' them, as they made 
marches, in order to bei che ſooner in their 
own country. However, e Pruſſtans cook «ſome 
of them priſoners, and many'Rragglers were Killed 
the countty: people in their — — 

nich th abandoned, 'the 

mel, and after added 2 — — 
to that place! They made their retreat in two co- 
lumns, one of which directed its courſe towards 


Memel while the other took the "neareſt way 


rg the bailiwick of Abſternen, and threw 
td 


e gue 'Botty columns. :burnt 


every village hrough withour diſtinc« 
8 * our ks obh 2 to defift from 


The 
the por: uf theſe barbarians; — the dell 9 
ne the river Memel, had been deſtroy 
the violence of the ſtrenm. The Rulſian army ſu 
fered greatly for want of bread, as all the — 
were ruined through which it paſſed, fo that chey 
Ehud procure no fort of ſubſiſtence but herbage and 
rye-bread, All the roads were ſtte wed. * 

cs 
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ſudden retreat is as great a myſtery as the reaſon of 


ſtopping ſo long, the year before, on the borders of . - 


Lithuania; though the occaſion of it as ſald to have 
been the illneſs of the Czarina, who was ſelzed with 
a kind of apoplectick fit, and had made ſome new 
regulations in caſe of a vacaney of the throne; which 


rendered ĩt expedient that the 
be at hand, to-fupport-the wales alen vp th the 


88 0 1 01 
XIV. The King of Proflia; afier — 
fr ſome time encamped between Bautzen and:Goer= 
hrz, removed his uarters to Bernſtedel ;- and 
on the fifteenth of Auguſt: his army came in ſig 
of the Auſtrian camp, and within cannon ſhot 

upon which the Auſtrians. ſtruck their nba? 
drew any 4 in order of battle before their camp. The 

ormed his army over againſt them, and im- 

—— went to reconnoitre the ground between 
the armies; but, as it was then late, he deferred 


the more exact examination of that circumſtance 


till the next day. The two armies continued under 
arms all night. Next morning, at break of day, 
the King found the Auſtrians encamped with their 
right at the 22 Weiſle; the reſt of their army ex- 
tended alo riſing ground, at the foot of a moun- 


tain covered with wood, which protected their left; - 


and before their front, at the bottom of the hill on 
which they were drawn, up, was a {mall brook, 
— y in three places, and for no more than 
or flve men po Towards the left of their 
army was an opening where three or four battalions 
mi — in front: but behind it they 
plaped three lines of infantry, and on athilt 
which flanked this o ,' within muflet-ſHot, 
were placed four thoufand foot, with forty or fifty 
eces way Comer ſo chat, in 2 rn _ the 
ngeſt part of their camp. The King left nothing 
undone . 3 to a 5 
N F ing 
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bodies of men and horſes. The real cauſe of this 2 


— 


KS o - yo * 
4 — o * * . 

"4 ; PT ET OO: P wa. Yn. 5. 1 

— p . 2 iP 6.4.4, bs "4; . « 47. LY . = 

— Ir Ren en In ET 1 3 
— "ID : TA Þ - —_— 

_ 1 < * e 

* 1 
8 


F ' 
' - 
oe dh tg og 
pu. - <> 1 
N — — 


, 
e 
A 
4 - 
* 
500 


— 


193 


— 
1 


HISTORY OFEN GLAN D. 


BOOK finding them abſolutely bent on avoiding it, after 
ping four days befbre them, he and his army re- 
turned to their camp at Bernſtedel. They were 
followed by ſome of the enemy's Huſſars and Pan- 


dours, Who, however, had not the ſatisfaction to 
take the ſmalleſt booty in this retreat. The Au- 
ſtrian army, which thus deelined engaging, was, by 
their on account, an hundred and thirty thouſand 
ſtrong, more than double che number of the King 
of Pruſſia, who, the day he returned to Bernſtedef 
aſter he had retired about two thouſand yards, again 
drew up his army in line of battle, and remained ſo 
upwards of an hour, but not a man ſtirred from the 
Auſtrian camp. The army of the Empire, com- 
manded by the Prince of : Saxe-Hildburghauſen, 
and that of the French under the Prince de Soubiſe, 
making together about fitty thouſand men, half of 
which were French, had by this time joined, and 
advanced as far as Erfurth in Saxony; upon which 
his Pruſſian Majeſty; finding that all his endeavours 
could not bring the Auſtrians to an engagement, ſet 
out from Luſatia, accompanied by Mareſchal Keith, 
with ſixteen battalions and forty ſquadrons of his 

and arrived at Dreſden on the twenty- ninth 


of Auguſt, leaving the reſt of the army in a ſtrong 


camp; under the Prince of Bevern. With this de- 
tachment;z which, by the junction uf ſeveral bodies 
of troops, amounted to about forty thouſand men, 
he made a quick march, by the way of Leipzig. 
towards Erfurth, to give battle ta the united army 


of the French and the Empire. But by the time 
he arrived at Erfurth, which was on the faurteenth 


of September, the enemy had retreated towards 
Gotha and upon his further approach, they retired 
to Eyeſenach, where they entrenched themſelves in 
a very ſtrong camp. His: Majeſty's head. quarters 
were at Kirſchlaben, near Erfurth. While the two 
armies were thus ſituated, Major-General Seydelitz, 
who occupied the town of Gotha, being ini 


— 


ormed, 
on 
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on the nineteenth, that a large body of the enemy © 
was coming towards him, and that it conſiſted of 
two regiments of Auſtrian huſſars, one regimefit of 


French huſſars, and a detachment made up of French 
grenadiers, troops of the army of the Empire, and 


à great. number of Croats and Pandours, retired, 
ah poſted himſelf at ſome diſtance. © The enemy 


immediately took poſſeſſion of the town and caſtle; 
but General Seydelitz, having been reinforced, at- 


racked the enemy with ſuch vigour, that he ſoon 


obliged. them to abandon this new conqueſt, and to 
retirè ich great precipitation; a report having been 
U bee that the Pruſſian army was . inſt 
Them, with the King himſelf in perſon. Prul- 
fian büffars took a Cbnſiderable booty on this occa- 
fign, and General Seydelitz ſent priſoners 'to- the 
Lieutenants, and ſixty-two Toldiers of the enemy, 
who had alſo abour an hundred and thirty killed. 
After this action his Pruſſian Maſeſty advanced near 
Eyeſenach, with a defi re attack the combined 
amy; but they were ſo ſtrongly entrenched, that lie 
found it impracticable. His proviſions falling ſtiort, 
he was obliged to retire towards Erfurth, and-ſoon 
after to Naumburgh, on the river Sala; whereupon 
the combined army marched, and again took poſ- 


ſeſſion of Gotha, Erfurth, and Weiman: which laſt 


place, however; they ſoon after quitted.97.))!ſ 
I. Upon the King of Pruflia's leaving Bern- 
ſtedel , the Auſtrians We 
of September, and made priſoners/a Pruſſian batta- 
lion Ahich had been left there. The next day fiſteen 
'thouſind Auſtrians attacked two battalions of Gene- 
55 Winterfield's troops, being part of the Prince ef 
; vern's army, ho were poſted on a high ground 
on the other fide of the Neiſs, near Hennerſdorff, 
in the neighbourhvod'of Goerlitz; and; after b. 
repulſed ſeveral times, at laſt made themſel des ma- 


ters of the eminence.” The Toſs} in this action, as 


conſiderable 


1 


camp, one Lieutenant-Colonel, three Majors, four 
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. ne both ſides WEL 
the Pruſſians, not. Wo, LT 
> ſlain, which ſcarcely EXCE nr Be of thc 6 Auſt 
as hy the death of their brave General Winterfi 
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gels, 


— as he was leading up fi 7 to the 1 1 


; Were 2059 
Nadaſti an rici, { 
Tickhauſen,, — ſev 
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{es W 
non, fix pair of their N d made 
Kemeke, the Count c 4 alt 4) 


ECELVE Mot from 
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rn, with the Pruſſian Ray und hi 


. retreated from Goerli itz Rs de 1905 ka be 1 pole 5 
and. on the firſt of; October, 


2 ly "Ig AGE: 
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e other of 
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reached Breſlau, RNAI ſuffering any loſs, though 


n_ numerous Ne e followed. 
r ſome days. Won PP. 85 
very ſtrong e 
order to —— e city of Breſlau, to 
tions of ch e e b 
Works. Though neither ſide had a Ne 
iadvantage in this Ae more than hat 
Auſtricas remained. maſters: of 3 5 eld, yet 
| 7 72 made at Vienna on account 
The. death of General, Winterfield was, in 
Jerepagable laſs 2 Prufſ ſtan Fj, ho rece 
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mis fortune, and 
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fred men under cke command of Count Horn. CHAR. 
whom Prince Fetdihund of Brunfwidk had dern sd Iii. 
from alba of troops with whith his Pruſſian Ma 
Fee den him ao: defend thoſe counrries.. ure * 
Pruſſians took pri ſoners the Count of 
* Colonel, eighteen other French officers, and fdur 
hundred ſoldliers, and made themſelves maſters df a 
conſiderable booty in baggage, &c. with thelofsiof 
only: e enn and, 'moreover, a French officer 
fortyomen were made pri ſoners at Halberſtack. 
'Uponithis check the French evacuated the chuntiy 
Halberſtadt for a little While, but, returning again 
on the tw nty-ninthlof September, witharconfider-. = 
ablęxeinforcement from hal Richelicu's atiny, 
which he- eee eaſihj/ ſpare, Print Ferdinand 
vas bliged to retire to Winſſeben, ntar the city uf 
„ pageg ribs 'Fhe dangers which had been hitherto = 
8 ata diſtance en; the)Priflianidominions; h 
e r King now drew nearer, 
ud menaded them on allldes. "Mareſchal:Rich- 
lieu, with. eighty>batthlioris Jarithcan-hubdred! - © —_— 
drons, entered the country of Elalberſtadt, and de- 
vied immenſe contributions: whilſt the allied amy 
of the) French!and-Imperialiſts, being joined by:fix 
thouſand wen undder Generalckaudohn, — 
_feteateda(regiment af Pruſſian cavalry ntar Er 
5 rched o Weiſſenſel a city in the very centre o 
Thuringia. Ehe Swedas hat actually xikenufome 
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.$OOK Eeipiig;with a body of ten thouſand, men; vo guard 
ul. Berlin, whilſt he himſelf marched with the troops 


== under his:commianid to Interbeck, on che frontier of 
757. the Lower Luſatia: to be he more at hand to coer 
urgh, and preſerve the communication with 
Bien c 29770 een to. 

174 XVI: While theſe precautions were taking, 
General Haddick, with fifteen or ſixteen thouſand 
Auſtrians, entered Brandenburgh on the ſtxteenth 

of October, and the next day arrived before Ber- 

lin, of vhich city he demanded a contribution of fix 

hundred thouſand” crow ns; but contented himſelf 

with two hundred and ten thouſand. The Auſtriam 

Pillaged two of the ſuburbs ij but before they could 

do any further miſchief, they were obliged to retire 

in great / haſte, at the approach of the Prince of 


12 
Antalt-Deſſau, whoſe vanguard entered the city in 
the evening of their departure. This alarm, how- 
ever, obliged the Queen and the royal family of 
Pruſſia to remove to Magdeburgh on the rwenty- 
third; and the moſt valuable records were ſent to 
the fort: of Spandau, at the conflux of the Havel 
and the Sphre. On the other hand, the unfortu- 
nate inhabitants of Leipzig now felt moſt-ſeverely 

_ *thecruetteffetts of the power of their new maſter. 
The Pruſſian commandant in that city had, by or- 
der of the King, demanded of them three hundred 
- thouſand crowns, a ſum far greater than it was in 
their power to raiſe. This truth they repreſented, 
but in vain. The ſhort time allowed them to fur- 
niſh their contingents being expired, and all their 


efforts to comply with this demand having proved 


ineffectual, they were ſubjected to the rigours of 
- military execution; in conſequence of which their 
| - houſes were occupied by the foldiery; who ſeited 
upon the beſt apartments, and lived at diſcretion; 
but the ſum demanded could not be found. Such 
 - was the ſituation of this diſtreſſed city, when, on 
the fifteenth of October, an expreſs arrived, with 
Aci 15.5 | advice 


18 * 


e en 0 . 


and accordingly he arriv 


rumour was ſpread that the city would be delivered 
up to Pillage, which threw the inhabitants into the 
urmoſt conſternation. Their fears, however, in 
that reſpect were ſoon abated, by his Majefty's de- 
claring, that he was willing to ſpare the place, upon 
condition that half the ſum required ſhould be im- 
mediately paid. All that could be done was to 
collect among the merchants; traders, and others, 
fifty thouſand crowns; bills of exchangewere drawn 
upon Amſterdam and London for ſeventy thouſand 
crowns, and hoſtages were given, by way of ſecurity, 
for the payment of thirty thouſand more within a 
time which was agreed on. But ſtill, norwith= 
ſtanding this, the military execution was continued, 
even with greater rigour than before, and all the 
comfort the wretched inhabitants could obtain was, 
that it ſhould ceaſe whenever advice ſhould be re- 
ceived that their bills were acceptet. 
S XVIII. The King of Pruſſia had tried ſeveral 
times to bring the combined army under the Princes 
Saxe-Hilburghauſen and Soubiſe to an engagement 
upon fair ground; but finding them bent on declin- 
ing it, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of their 


numbers, he had recourſe to one of thoſe ſtrokes in 


war, by which a General is better ſeen than by the 
gaining of a victory. He made a feint, ſoon after 


the beginning of October, as if he intended nothing 


more than to ſecure his own dominions, and marcl 


his army into winter-quarters back to Berlin, 2 
Mareſchal Keith, with only ſeven or eight thouſan 


men, to defend Leipzig. Upon this the enemy 


took courage, ed the Sala, and having marched 
up to the city, | cat ae the Mareſchal to ſurren- 
der; to which he anſwered, That the King, his 
maſter, had ordered him to defend the place to the 
laſt extremity, and he would obey his orders. The 

n O | enemy 


193 
advice that his Pruſſian Majeſty would ſoon be there; CHAP. 

8 a few minutes after, at- VI 
tended by his life-guards. At the ſame time, a 
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| BOOK enemy then thought of beſieging the eity: buy, 
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III. 


of war. The combined army had repaſſe 


before they could prepare any one implement for 


Vd that purpoſe, they were alarmed by the approach of 
| e King 


of Pruſſia, who, Ju” ging that his feint 


would probably induce them to take the ſtep they 


did, had, by previous and private orders, collected 


together all his diſtant detachments, ſome of which 
were twenty leagues aſunder, and was . 
long marches, to Leipzig; upon notice of which 


the enemy repaſſed the Sala. The Pruſſian army 


was re- aſſembled on the twenty ſeventh of October, 
and remained at Leipzig the twenty-eighth and 


twenty - ninth, when every body expected a battle 


would be fought in the plains of Lutzen. On the 
thirtieth, the King drew nigh that place, and on 


the thirty-firſt, in his way through Weiſſenfels and 


Mereſbourg, he made five hundred men priſoners 

a the Sala 
at Weiſſenfels, Mereſbourg. and Halle, where they 
broke down the bridges; but theſe were ſoon re- 
paired, and the whole Pruſſian army, amounting to 
no more than twenty thouſand men, having paſſed 
that river, through theſe towns, in each of which 
they left a battalion, joined again on the third of 
November, in the evening, over-againſt the enemy, 
whoſe forces eonfiſted of forty thoufand French, and 
twenty- five thouſand Imperialiſts. On the fifth, 
about nine o'clock in the morning, the Pruſſians 
received intelligence that the enemy were every 
where in motion. They likewiſe heard the drums 


| beating the march, and, fo near were the two armies 


to cach other, plainly perceived from their camp, 
that their whole infantry, which had. drawn nearer 
_ the riſing grounds over againſt them, was 
filing off towards their right, No certain judg- 
ment could, however, yet be formed of the enemy's 
real deſign, and as they were in want of bread, it 
was thought probable that they intended to repaſs 
the Unſtrut.;, but it was ſoon perceived 27 _ 

| hs | . | ſevera 
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ſeveral motions were contradictory to each other. CHAP.” 
At the ſame time chat ſome of their infantry were VIII. 
filing off towards their right, a large body of +: 9 | 75 
wheeled round towards their left, directing its maren 
all along to the riſing grounds with which the whole 
Pruffian camp, that lay in a bottom between the 
villages of Rederow and Rofbach, was ſurrounded 
within the reach of large cannon. Soon after that 
the cavalry were ſeen to halt, and aſterward to fall ; 
back to the right; though ſome of them till re- 
mained where they were, whilſt the reſt marched 
back. About two in the afternoon the doubts of 
the Pruſſians were cleared up}; it plainly appearing. 
then that the enemy intended to attack them, my, 

that their diſpoſitions were made with a view to fur- 

round them, and to open the action by attacking 

them in the rear. A body of reſerve was poſted 

over againſt Rederow, to ſt on their routed 

troops, in caſe they ſhould be defeated, and to pre- 
vent their retiring to Mereſbourg, the only retreat 
which could then have been left them. In this 
ſituation the King of Pruſſia reſolved to attack them. 
His "Majeſty had determined to make the attack 
with one wing only, and the diſpoſition of the enemy 
made it neceſſary that it ſhould be the left wing. 
The very inftant the battle was going to begin, bis 
Majeſty ordered the General who commanded the. 
right wing to decline engaging, to take a proper 
poſition in - conſequence thereof, and, above all, 
to-prevent his being ſurrounded, All the cavalry 
of the right wing of the Pruſſians, except two or 
three ſquadrons, had already marched to the left ar 
full gallop ; and being arrived at the place aſſigned 
them; they formed over againſt that of the enemy. 
They then moved on immediately, the ehemy*s ad- 
vanced to meet them, and the charge was very 
fierce, ſeveral regiments of the French coming on 
with great reſolution. The advantage, however, 
was entirely on the fide of the Pruſſians. The 
0 O 2 enemy's 
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. BOOK enemy's cavalry being routed, were purſued ſor a 
u. onfiderabletimewith great ſpirit, but havingafter- 
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wards reached an eminence, which gave them an 


opportunity of allying, the Pruſſian cavalry! fell 


upon them afreſh, gave them fo total a | 
that they fled in the utmoſtdiſorder: This happened 
at four in the afternoon. Whilſt the ca of the 
Pruſſians charged, their infantry opened. The 


enemy canno them briſkly during this interval, 


and did ſome execution, but the Pruſſian artillery 
was not idle. After this cannonading had conti- 


nued on both ſides a full quarter of an hour, with- 
' out the leaſt intermiſſion, the fire of the infantry 


The enemy could not ſtand it, nor reſiſt 
the valour of the Pruſſian foot, who gallantly march- 
ed up to their batteries. The batteries were carried 
one after another, and the enemy were forced to 


give way, which they did in great confuſion. As 
2 its poſition, and having ſoon met with a 
ſmal led 


e left wing of the Pruſſians advanced, the ri 
riſing ground, they availed themſelves of it, 
by planting 1t with fixteen pieces of heavy artillery. 
he fire from thence was partly pointed at the ene- 
my's right, to increaſe the diſorder there, and took 
their left wing in front, which was exceſſively galled 
thereby. At five the victory was decided, the can- 
nonading ceaſed, and the enemy fled on all ſides. 
They were purſued as long as there was any light to 
diſtinguiſn them, and it may be ſaid, that night 
alone was the preſervation of this army, which had 
been ſo formidable in the morning. They took 
the benefit of the darkneſs to hurry into Feyburgh, 
and there to the Unſtrut, which they did on 


the morning of the ſixth, aftera whole night's march. 


The King of Pruſſia ſet out early in the morning 
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became! neteſlary to make another, which, how- 
ever, was ſoon done. The cavalry paſſed firſt, but 
could not come up with the enemy till five in the 
evening, upon the hills of Eckerſberg. It was then 
too late to force them there, for which reaſon the 
King thought proper tocanton his army in the neareſt 


villages, and to be ſatisfied with the ſucceſs his huſ- 


. 


and every thing they contained. The w 26 
ſs of the Pruſſians, in this important engagement, 


. 
on its banks, and as they had burnt the bridge, it 12 ; 


: * 


* 


did not exceed five hundred men killed and wound- 


ed. Among the former was General Meincke, and 
among the. latter Prince Henry and General Seyde- 


litz. The enemy loſt ſixty- four pieces of cannon, a 
many ſtandards and colours, near three thou- 
men killed on the field of battle, and upwards 
of eight thouſand taken priſoners; among whom 
were ſeyeral Generals, and other officers of diſtinc- 
tion. Three hundred w were ſent to Leip- 
zig, laden with wounded French and Swiſs. Upon 
the approach of the Pruſſians towards Eckerſde 

the enemy retreated with great precipitation; b 
after marching all night, arrived the next day at 
Erturth, in the utmoſt want of every neceſſary of 
life, not having had a morſel of bread for two days, 
during which they had been obliged to live upon 
turneps, radiſhes, and other roots, which they dug 


out of the earth. The French, under the Duke de 


Richelieu, were p to go into inter- quar- 
ters; but, upon the news of this defeat of the com- 
bined army, they again put themſelves in motion, 
and a large detachment of them advanced as far as 
Duderſtadt, to favour the retreat of their country. 
men under the Prince de Soubiſe, who, with great 
e eee made the beſt of their way from Er- 

rth to the county of Hohenſtein, and from thence 
bent their march towards Halberſtadt. Of the re- 
mains of the Imperial army, which was now almoſt 
„ 03 entirely 
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entirely difperſed, v hole bodies deſerted/ and went 
over to the King of Pruſſia; ſoon aſter this hattie. 


XIX. Whilſt his Pruſſian Majeſty was thus 
ſucceſsful againſt the French and Imperialiſtꝭ, the 
Auſtrians, Who had carefully I curing to an 

den engagement with him, gained gr a- pace 
I Siletia, A — they a. under the 
command of Count Nadaſti, had already inveſted 
Schweidnitz, and opened the trenches before it on 


tzhe Wines 4 of r. The Pruſſian garriſon, 


commanded by General de la Motte Fbuquet, de- 
termined to defend the place as long as poſſible; 
and pres, on the thirtieth they made a ſally, in 
which they killed; wounded, and took priſoners, 
eight hundred of the beſiegers, and did ſome damag 
to their works; but on the ſixth of November th: 
Auſtrians to —— city furiouſly, 
and on the eleventh made ves maſters of the 
ramparts by affault. The garriſon, however; having 
taken care, during the ſiege, to throw up a ſtrong 


entrenchment in the market place, retreated thither, 


and held out till the next day, when they ſurrendered 
themſelves priſoners of war. After the reduction 


of this place, General Nadaſti, leaving in it a 


ſufficient garriſon, marched with the remainder of 


his troops, and joined the main army of the Auſtrians, 
under the command of Prince Charles of Lorraine 
and Mareſchal Daun, who, uhilſt he was bufied 
in the ſiege of Schweidnitz, had inveſted Breſlau on 
the left of the Oder; the Prince of Bevern defendin 

it on the right, where he was ſtrongly encamped 
with his little army, under the cannon. of the city: 
The whole army of the Auſtrians: being now re- 


. aſſembled, and intelligence having been brought, 


not only of the King of Pruſſia's late victory near 
3 but alſo that he was advancing to the relięf 
of the Prince of Bevern, it was reſolved immediately 
to attack the laſt in his entrenchments. Accordingly, 
on the twenty- ſecond of November, abaut nine — 


ene 
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the morning, the Auſtrians began a moſt furious 
diſcharge of their cannon, forty of which were 
twenty-four pounders, and this continued withour 
ceaſing till one, when it was ſucceeded by a ſevere 
fire of their ſmall arms, which laſtcd till five in the 
evening. The Pruſſians, with undaunted reſolution, 
ſtood two of the moſt vislent attacks that were ever 
made; bur at the third, overpowered by numbers, 
and affailed on both ſides, they began to loſe ground, 
and were forced to retire from one entrenchment to 
another. In this extremity, night coming on, the 
Pruſſian Generals fearing their entrenchments would 
be entirely forced, and that they ſhonld then be 
totally defeated, thought proper to retreat. The 
Prince of Bevern, with the greateſt part of the army, 
retired to an eminence on the banks of the Oder, 
whilſt the reſt of the troops threw themſelves into 
Breflau, which they might have defended, in all 

bability, *till the King had come to its relief, 

t, on the twenty-fourth, their commander in 
chief, the Prince of Bevern, going to reconnoitre 
the enemy, with only a ſingle groom to attend him, 
fell in among a party of Croats, who took him pri- 
ſoner *. His army, thus depri ved of their general, 
retreated northward that night, leaving in Breſlau 
only four battalions, who, the next day, ſurrendered 
the place by capitulation, one of the artieles of which 


= #1 
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Ans in:: e : 
,* We are told, that he miſtook theſe Croats for Pruſſian huffars. But 
tome of che circumſtances of this myſterious affair were interpreted int 
# premeditated deſign in the Prince to be taken priſoner. It cannot other. 
- 45. be ſuppoſed that à man of his rank, a Prince, à commander in chief, 
puld officiouſly undertake the always dangerous taſk of reconnojtring the 
enemy, with ſo flight an attendance as only one man, and that but a groom, 
2 if he had judged it neceſſary to ſee things with his own gyes, Some 
| ee diffatiefa@ou hitherto unknown to us, 55 poſſibly have deen the 

cauſe of his taking this ſtep ; or, which ſeems ſtill more probable, he rai 
2 or, perhaps, even afraid, to fee the Kipg his maſter, after 
ving ſo injudiciouſly abandoned the defence of Breflau, by quitting his 

lines, which, it is aſſerted, his Pruſſian * (eg, had ſent poets va 

to quit on any account Whatever, fqr that be . certainly be with, 

him by the fith of Deceinber, in which we ſhall find he kept his word. 
: | 94 was, 
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inſt the Empreſ, 


her allies, for two years. 
53 lt ,. &c.. remained in the hands of ths 
e garriſon N out with alß mi- 

litary e conducted by General Leſwitz, 


vernour of Breſlau. Tho the Auſtrians lung 


Deum for. this, victor y,, owned. that ſuc 
another would put an — 5 to their army, 1 it coſt 
them the lives of twelve thouſand men; a number 
equal to the whole. of the. Pruſſian army 


entranchments to force, planted thick with cannon, 
which fired cartridge-ſhot from nine inthe morni 
till che / evening, and che Pruſſians, when, attack 
were fe yer once put into the leaſt a £m 
the flain, on the ſide of t the Auſtr ians were 
ral other aß of. þ 63 


ians did not much exceed . 


illed, . as and, riſo 


en, 


e\loſs of the 8 
nd 


T 


87 


85 L 8 were abour.. ſixteen: 10 
eir | 


xcral Kleiſt was found dead on the field 


a The. King ol Prufli fs, "who, like. Cra 
thaught nothing, IL done bs” : any 20x, thing was left 
undone, ſtayed, no Pagen at ſbach. than till the 
2 5 forces of the French wy Imperial 990 whom 
he had Sclegted. mg the. fit vember, 
were totally dif; J Then he marched duc ly 
with the greate 25 of his army for Sileſia, and on 
os twenty fourth of that month arrived at Naum- 
n the Queiſs, a little river which runs into 
dle Bobben Ee. having in his route detached Mareſ c ha 
Keith, with the reſt of his army, to clear Saxony 
pom all the Auſtrian parties, and then to make an 
irruption into Bohemia, a ſervice which be per- 
formed ſo effectually, as to raiſe large contributions 
in the circles of Satz and Leitmeritz, and even 
give an alarm to Prague itſelf. His Majeſty 
reſerved” for fümſelf only fitteen thouſand AN, 


8 Tu 


) 


18541 magazines 


fore the battle. They had four almoſt inacceſſible 


r ESESDPSO TY PS 


Z . W ns O - OS 7 


EMH EA un 


with whom he advanced, with his uſual pid, to CHAP, 
had hap- 


Barchwitz, where, notwithſtanding all that 
ed at 1 at — 2 Oe joined 

y twenty-four thouſand more; part of them troops 
which he had ordered fram Saxony, part the remains 


of the, _ lately commanded by the Prince of 
Bevern, and part the late Le of Schweidnitz, 


which 6773 ter ren to from the Auſtrians, 
and accidentally joined their vir King — march“. 
Wich this force, though erior in number 


to that of the enemy, — 0 — togattack the 
Auſtrians, who: were entrenched at Liſſa near Breſ- 


their ovens at ore: and upon a gonſiderable 
magazine, by two regiments, of Croats, 
who. algen iu a riſing ing ground: where his Majeſty 
ordered his huſſars to nd them; and ſend a 


trumpet; to ſummon them to ſurrender themſelves 
Jin of war. Upon their refuſal, the huſſars f 
iethen me eee em ſabre in hand, and ſome 
having been cut in pieces, the 


—— — —— their arms, begging for quarter: on 
their knees. After this ſeizure, and after ha 
bed 40 his army the bread prepared for 


towards Liſfa. ny rs Ziethen, who led the van- 
bel wich a Zody of Auſtrian huſſars, audichree 


re | 3! 9% 63.158 tel) xt 


(7 ak a Autin re cxoduding dete pil, ap rom 

alas Ute tiling, they rainy rap pon th "Hort ths 
eſe tidings, they. EY roſe upon the eſe 
at happening not to OS they entirely diſs 


freed, marched/on, not certain of their way | 
N The ſome x of the Pruſſian troops, 2 4 Tn 


ſame fortune which freed them led them y to the army commanded 


in to both, che priſoners not having 


— — ee. 


ogth to the army, ewiſe to its ANTE 
nun | regitnents 


un Ne e EY 


lau. On the fourth of Decembet he ſeized upon 


enemies, he began again the next morning his march | 


of light- horſe, about ſeven. in the morning 


, their » U as 
; n he an of . Thie 6 uncapecd meeting wa quali tal ly pla 
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ns; which were the yery 
beſt cavalry the enemy had left' after the battle of the 


Auſtrians, in order to retard the King's march, and 
to conceal their own, till their batteries ſhould be 
completed; for, as they held the ſmalł nuniber of 
the Pruſſians in contempt, their intention was to 
have met rr German miles from their 
entrenchments. The Auſtrian cavalry having been 
1 repulſed to a confiderable diſtance, Gene- 
Ziethen 
formin 


received: that their” whole army was 

g. He immediately acquainted the King 

with. What he had diſcovered,” and his Majeſty, 

aſter having himſelf obſerved the diſpoſition ot 
the enemy, made his own with that ſagacity and 
diſpatch for which he has always been rema 
The action began by king a hattery of forty 

mt of large cannon, which covered the right vi 

the enemy. The two battalions of 9 


the- rügiektw f the Margrave Chaldeb undzf 


zenplitz, marched up; amidſt a moſt terrible fire, 
to the very mouths of the cannon, with their bayo- 


nets ſcrewed. In this attack the Pruſſians ſuſtained 


their greateſt loſs, though the battery was carried as 
ſoon almoſt as they could reach it: then the enemy's 
artillery, - now turned againſt themſelves, played 
furioufly upon them with their own powder. From 
that inſtant the two wings and the centre of the 
Pruſſians continued to drive the enemy before them, 
advancing all the time with that firm and regular 
pace for which they have always been renowned, 
without ever halting or giving way. The ground 
which the Auſtrians occupied was very advantage- 
ous, and every circumſtance that could render. it 
more ſo had been improved to the urmoſt hy che 
diligence and ſkill of Count Daun, who, remom- 
bering his former ſucceſs, was emboldened to enter 
the liſts again with his royal antagoniſt. The 
Pruſſians, however, no way terrified by the enemy's 
2 ſttpation, 


ſecond. They had bern detached by the 


erregende gag ars zg err Freer 
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tuation, nor their mimbers, went ealmly and CHAP. 

dreadtuliy forward. It was almoſt impoſſible, in VIII. 

the beginning, ſor the Pruſſian cavalry to act, n 1 

account of the impediments/of fallen trees, which 15 
the anemy had cut down and laid in the field of i 
N 


battle, to retard their approach ; but a judicious 
diſpoſition which the King made overeame that 


diſadvantage. When he firſt formed his army, 5 
he had placed ſour battalions behind the cavalry of he 
his right —ů— that General Nadaſti, ary: 
who was placed with a corps of reſerve on the enemy's. 41 


leſt, deſigned to take him in flank. It happened as 
he had foreſeen, this — 2 the 
King's right wing with great fury: but he was 
received with ſo ſevere a fire from the faur battalions, 
that: he was obliged to retire in diſorder. The 
enemy gave way on all fides; but at ſome diſtance 
recovered themſelves, and rallied three times, ani. 
mated by their officers, and by the ſuperiority of 
their numbers. Every time made a ſtand, the 
Pruſſians attacked them with bled vigour, and 
with ſuecgſs equal ta their bravery. Towards ni 
the enemy, fill retreating, fell into diſorder. Their 
two wings fled in confuſion; one of them, cloſely 
preſſed by the King, retired towards Breflaw, and 
hw rey ———————ů—ĩð— 
Pp y tae E | e light cayalry, took 
their flight towards Cinch and Schweidnitz. Six 
thouſand Auſtrians fell in this engagement, and the 
Pruſſians, who had only five hundred men killed, and 
two thouſand three hundred wounded, made upwards 
gf ten thouſand of the enemy priſoners, among 
whom were two hundred and ninety-one officers. 
They alfq togk an hundred and ſixteen cannon, fifty 
one colqur apd ſtandards, and four thquſand wag 
gons of ammunition and baggage. The conſe- 
guences that followed this victory declared its import- 
ance. Future ages will read with/aſtoniſhment, that 
the ſams Prince, ho but a fe months before ſeemed 
"4; | on 
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December in the morning. Th 
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of / inevitable ruin merely b 
dint of his o abilities without the 


ſtance of 
ha- 
d by long and inful marches, and by conti- 
nual ſkirmiſhes and battles; not only —.— his af. 
fairs, whichalmoſt one, except himſelf, thought 
paſt redreſs; but, in the midſt of winter, in coun. 
tries where ir was judged next to ——— 
troops to keep the field at that: ſeaſon, 


the united force of France and the Bunt ire at Roſ- 


2 ere e of November; and on the ſame day 

very next month, with a great part of the ſame 

70 wa at Liſſa, Where he again triumphed over 

= power of the Houſe of Auſtria: m,n 
„he immediately inveſted Breſlau and 

— two days after this great victory every thing 

was in readineſs to beſiege it in orm. His troops, 


fluſned with 8 at firſt for ſtorming it, 
but the King, k tae me ſtrength of the garriſon, 
which eonfiftid — thirteen thouſand men, 


and conſiderin — — fatigues which his on ſol- 
diers had lately undergone, and the farati-conſe- 
quences that might enſue, ſnhould they fail of facceſs 
in this attempt, ordered the approac to be carried 
on in the uſual: form. His commands were obeyed, 
and Breſlau ſurrendered to _ on the twentieth of 
e partiſon;-of which 
ten thouſand» bore arms, and between three and four 


thouſand lay fick or wounded, were made priſoners 


of war. Fourteen of theſe riſoners were officers of 
high rank. The military cheſt; a vaſt treaſure, with 
s of 'carmon, fell into the hands of the 


; who — only bebe twenty men in their 
proaches. During the ſiege, a magazine of powder 
was ſet on fire by a bomb which occaſioned great 
confuſion ner the beſieged, and damaged one of 
the baſtions. The frong fortreſs of Schweidnitz 


ſtill remained in the enemy's poſſeſſion, defended 
2 «ben numerous, that it might be 


by-the 
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King of Pruſſta's victories in Silefia were of no deci- 
five effect. For this reaſon, though it was now the 
dead of winter, and the ſoldiers ſtood in need of re- 
poſe, his Majeſty reſolved, if poſſible, to become 
maſter of that place before: the end of the year; but 


as a cloſe ſiege was impracticable, a blockade was 


formed, as ſtrictly as the rigour of the ſeaſon would 
permit ꝰ . It was not, however, till the beginning 


of the enſuing campaign that this place was taken. 


The Pruſſianꝭ opened their trenches before it on the 
third of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
eight, and erected two large batteries, which kept a 
continual fire upon the town. The artillery of the 


befiegers conſiſted of three hundred pieces of cannon, | 


of different dimenſions, ' and . an 
amazing artillery, and ſuch as we have never heard of 
in former campaigns. On the night of the four- 
teenth, the Pruſſians carried one of the chief works 
by aſſault, and lodged themſelves therein: the com- 
mandant capitulated the next day, with the garriſon, 
which was now greatly reduced in number, being not 
half of what it amounted to at the beginning of the 
blockade. Thus, all the parts of Sileſia which the 
King of Pruſſia had loſt by one unfortunate blow, fell 
again into his n; and his affairs, which but 
a'tew months reſcemed irretrievable, were now 
re-eſtabliſhed upon a firmer baſis than ever. The 
Pruſſian parties not only way Mews themſelves of 

thoſe of Sileſia which, belonged to their King, 


but penetrated into the Auſtrian diviſion, reduced 


Jagerndorf, Troppan, Tretchen, and ſeveral other 
places, and left the Empreſs-Queen-ſcarce any foot- 

7 3.8 } 24 M4 3 ' 1 nnn . ST; 
dropped dh dead on their feveral . bog e : | 


the cold. The Germans lie under the general reproach of 
Verte regard to the lives oſ their ſoldiers, and e peace if 6 


r * perf, belpeaks yory bile regard to the 
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BOO K ing in that country, in which, a few: days! before, 
III. \ ſhe reckoned her dominion perſectiy eſtabliſhed-. 
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HISTORY OFPENGLAN D. 


XXI. The Swedes, after many debates between 


their King and Senate, had at length reſolved upon 


an open declaration againſt the King of Pruſſtq, and, 
in conſequence of chat — ſent — 
troops into Pomerania, that, by the end of Auguſt, 
their army in that country amounted to twenty-five 
thouſand men. Their firſt act of hoſtility was the 


ſeizure of Anclam and Demmin, two towns that 


. * the way a eng againſt 8 their prin- 
cipal deſign was levelled. But before they proceeded 
. Hamilton, their CRETE | 

way of juſtifying the conduct of his maſter, pub- 
liſhed a declaration, ſetting forth,” * That the 
ing of Sweden; as guarantee of the treaty of Weſt- 
„could not help ſending his troops into the 
u part of the duchy of Pomerania belonging to 
the King of Pruſſia; and that, therefore, all the 
officers appointed to receive the publick revenue in 
that country muſt pay what money they had in their 
hands to him, who was commiſſioned to receive it 


for: his Swediſh Majeſty : that, moreover, an exact 


account was required, within cight days, of the re- 


venues of the country; but that no more than ordi- 


nary contributions would be demanded of the inha- 
bitants, who 2 reſt aſſured that the Swediſh 
troops ſhould obſerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline.” After 


this declaration they attacked the little fortreſs of 


Penemunde, upon the river Pene, and on the twenty 
third of September, after a ſiege of nine e e 
the iſon, v hich conſiſted only of militia, to ſur- 
— themſelves priſoners of war. This alterna- 
tive the commanding officer choſe, rather than en- 
gage not to ſerve for two years, obſerving, that ſuch 


an engagement was inconſiſtent. with his honour, 
whilſt his Prince had ſo much occaſion for his ſer- 


vice; and the Swediſh General, touched with this 
noble way of thinking, was, on his part, ſo gene- 
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rous as to give him his liberty. On the other hand, CHAT: 
General Manteuffel, who commanded the Pruſſian III. 
forces then in Pomerania, amounting to twelve jo wr 
thouſand men, with whom he was encamped before 757 
Stetin, to cover that place, publiſhed in anſwer to | 


this a declaration, enjoining the inhabitants of Pome- 45 Mor 
rania to remain faithful to the King of Pruſſia, | i | 
their lawful Sovereign, under pain of incurring his nt 
juſt-indignation, and-abſolutely forbidding them to = 
pay any regard to the Swediſſi manifeſto 15 
S XXII. In the mean time, Mareſchal Lehwald, ihe! 

immediately after the battle of Norkitten, when the 13 
Ruſſians began their retreat, detached Prince George 1 
of Holſtein-Gottorp, with a conſiderable body of 24 
forces, to the relief of Pomerania; and, ſhortly i" 
aſter, the Ruſſian forces having totally ed | 1 | 
every ara of Pruſſia, except and moſt of 115 
them being actually gone into winter -ꝗquarters, he | 
himſelf followed withan additional reinforcement of 


Swedes, who were then encamped at Fer 
and had begun to fill up the harbour of  Swinne2 
munde, by way of previous preparation for the ſiege 
of Stetin, retired with ſuch precipitation, that they 
did not allow themſelves time to draw off a rere r 
riſon they had at Wollin, conſiſting of two hundred 
and ten men, who were made priſoners of war. 
Demmin was cannonaded by the Pruſſians on the 
twenty ninth of December; and the Swedes having | 
loſt one officer and forty men, deſired to capitulate 
As, in order to eaſe the troops, it was not thought 
proper to continue the 4 in ſo ſharpa ſeaſon, their 
requeſt was granted, and they had leave to retire with 
two pieces of cannon. The Pruſſians took poſſeſſion 
of the town on the ſecond day of January, after tho 
Swedes had, on the thirtieth of December, likewiſe 
ven up Anclam, where the conquerors took an 
red and fifty priſoners, and ſounda confiderable 
magazine of provitions and ammunition. Mareſphal 


ſixteen thouſand men. Upon his approach, the 
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_ BOOK Lehwald| hen paſſed the! Pene, entered Suediſt 
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| thence to Wolgaſt, the 

this town, as well as Schwinemunde; and the fort 
of Penemunde. The Prince of Holſtein advanced 
as far as Grimm and Grieftswalde, and the Swedes, 


7 


—— 


HISTORY Or ENGLAND. 


Pomerania, and reduced Gutzkow, Loitz, Tripſus, 
and Nebringen. At the ſame time, Lieutenant 


General Schorlemmer paſſed with his corps from the 


iſle of Wollin into the iſle of Uſedom, and from 
the Swedes having abandoned 


loſing one town after. another, till had nothing 
leſt in Pometania but the port of — conti- 
nued retreating till they had reached this laſt place. 
The French party in Sweden, to comfort the people, 
called this retreat, or rather flight, going into win- 
ter- quarters. The Pruſſian huſſars were not idle 
wherever they penetrated; for, beſides plundering 


and pillaging, they raiſed a contribution of an hun- 


dred and ſixty thouſand: crowns in Swediſſi Pome- 


rania. The Mecklenburghers, who had joined the 


Swedes with fix thouſand of their troops, now found 
exuſe to en 


| EG: — 
„ 2s —_ tg the reſentment of the victors, ho chaſ- 


them with the moſt ſevere exactions. The army 


of the Swedes, though they did not fight a battle, 


was, by ſie kneſa, deſertion, and other accidents, re- 
duced to half the number it conſiſted 8 


took the field. The Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſe 


ſccon aſter his territories were invaded by the French, 


in conſequence of their 


N in the affair of 
Haſtenbeck, had applied to the King of Sweden, as 
one of the guarantees of whe treaty of Weſtphalia, 


deſiring him to employ his offices with the 


court of France, to obtain a more favourable treat- 
ment for his dominions: but his Swediſh Majeſty, 


by the advice of the Senate, thought proper to refule 
. comply} 


with this requeſt, alleging, that as the 


crown of was one of the princi 


pal guarantees 
of the treaty of: Weſtphalia, it would be highly im- 
proper to take ſuch a ſtep, in favour of a prince = 


LI 4 


t o their, forwardneſs, being left quite 
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had not only broke the laws and conſtitutions of the THAP. 
Empire, in refufing to ſurniſii his contingent, but III. 
had evenaſſiſted. with his troops, a power known tobe 
its declared enemy. The Aulick council too, ſee- 
ing, or pretending to ſee, the behaviour of the Land- 
ve in the ſame light, iſſued a decree againſt his 
Serene Highneſs towards the end of this year. 
XXIII. The Court of Great-Britain, juſtly diſs 
caſed with the Dutch, on account of the extreme 
Mity with which they had 2 the French a free 
paſſage through Namur and Maeſtricht for their pro- 
viſions, ammunition and artillery, in the beginni 


of this campaign, had very properly remonſt rate ac 


againſt that ſtep; before it was abſolutely reſolved on; 
or at leaſt declartd to be ſo: but in vain; a puſilla- 
nimous anſwer being all the ſatisfaction that was ob 
taihed. The tameneſs and indifference with which 
the States General had fince {een Oſtend and Nieu- S 
port put into tlie hands of the French, drew upon 
their High Mightineſſes a further remonſtrance 
which was delivered to them on the twenty- eighth of 
1 — ear by Colonel _ his Bri- 
tannic jeſty's Plenipotentiary at the ie, in 
the fallowibg terms, * 2 to —— in 
theni a due ſenſe of their own danger, as well as to 
evince the injuſtice of the proceedingꝭ of the Houſe 
of Auſtria ;—* Conſidering the critical ſituation 
which Europe has been in during the courſe of this 
ir, in conſequence of meaſures coneerted to em- 
all Europe, the King of Great-Britain was 
willing to flatter himſelf that the Courts of Vienna 
and Verſailles, out of regard to the cireumſpect con- 
duct obſerved by your High-Mightineſſes, would 
have at leaſt informed you of the changes they have 
thought proper to make in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
It was with the utmoſt ſurprize the King heard, that 
without any previous 9 of your's, and almoſt, 
without giving you any notice, the Courr of Vienna 
had thought proper to put the tons df Oſtend and 
Von. IV. P Nieuport 
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BOOK Nieuport into the hands of the French troops, and 


* III. 
Ag 
1757. 


to withdraw her own, as well as her artillery and 
ſtores, whilſt France continues to ſend thither a for- 
midable quantity of both. The conduct. of the 
Court of Vienna towards his Majeſty is indeed ſo 


untmerited and ſo extraordinary, that it ĩs difficult to 


encouraged the two Courts, newly allied, to att 


find words to expreſs it: but whatever fallacious pre- 


texts ſhe may have made uſe: of to palliate her be- 
haviour towards England, it doth not appear that 


they can be extended ſo far as to excuſe the infringe- 
ment, in concert with France, of the moſt ſolemn 


treaties between her and your High Mightineſſes. 


The King never doubted that your High Mighti- 
neſſes would have made proper repreſentations to the 
two Courts newly allied, to demonſtrate the injuſtice 
of ſuch a proceeding, and the da that might af- 
terwards reſult from it. Your High Mightineſſes 
will have perceived that your ſilence on the firſt ſtep 


others; and who can ſay where they will ſtop? The 
pretext at firſt was, the need which the Empreſs- 


Queen ſtood in of the troops for the war kindled in 


the Empire, and the neceſſity of providing for the 


' fafety of thoſe important places, and aſterwards of 


their imaginary danger from England. But, High 
and Mighty Lords, it is but too evident that the 


two Powers, who have taken theſe meaſures in con- 


cert, have other projects in view, and have made 


new lations with regard to that country, which 


cannot but alarm the . States. The late 
demand made to your High Mightineſſes, of a paſ- 
ſage for a large train of warlike implements through 
ſome of the barrier towns, n order to be ſent to 


Oſtend and Nieuport, could not fail to awaken the 
King's attention. The ſincere friendſhip, and parity 


of intereſts, of Great Britain and Holland, require 
that they ſnould no longer keep ſilence, leſt, in the 


iſſue, it ſhould be conſidered as a tacit conſent, and 
as a relinquiſhment of all our rights. The King 
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corfimands me, therefore, to recall to your High CHAP: 
Mightineſſes the two-fold) right you have acquired 2, = 
to keep the Auſtrian Netherlands under the govern- 17%. 1 
ment of the Houfe of Auſtria; and that no other Ns 

has a title to make the leaſt alteration therein, with. 
out the conſent of :your;High Mightinefſes; unleſs 
the new allies have: reſolved to ſet aſide all prior 
treaties, and to diſpoſe at pleaſure of every thing 
that may ſuit their date intereſt. In the treat 


between your High Mightineſſes and the Crown of 
France, ſigned at Utrecht on the eleventh of April, 1; 
one thouſand feven hundred and thirteen, in the 11 
er article, are theſe words * is alſo agreed, Kid 
hat no province, fort town, or city of the ſaid Ne- my 
— 2 or of tho” Veh are given up by his 
Catholick Majeſty, ſhall ever be ceded, transferred, 
or given, or ſhall ever devolve to the Crown of 
France, or any Prince or Princeſs of the Houſe or 
ine of France, either by virtue of any giſt, ex 
change, marriage- contract, ſucceſſion by will, or by 
any other title whatever, to the power and authority 
of the Moſt Chriſtian King, or of any Prince or 
Princeſs of the Houſe or Line of France.“ In the 
bartier-treaty theſe very ſtipulations are repeated in 
the firſt article: His Imperial and Catholick Ma- 
jeſty promiſes and engages, that no province, city, 
town, fortreſs; or territory of the ſaid country, ſhall 
be ceded, transferred; given, orde vol ve to the Crown 
of France, ot to any other but the ſucceſſor of the 
dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, either 
by donation, ſale, womens, marriage contract, he- 
ritage, teſtamentary ſucceſſion, nor under any other 
pretext: hatſoever; ſo that no province, town, for- 
treſs, or territory of the ſaid Netherlands ſhall ever 
be ſubject to any other Prince, but to the ſucceſſor 
of the States of the Houſe of Auſtria alone, excepr= 
ing What has been yielded by the preſent treaty to 
the fajd Lords the States-General.” A bare readin; 
of theſe two articles is * to evince all mn | 
nnn 2 _ have 
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ſtup of your High Mightine 
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Hitch Mighrineſſes : 
and whatever pretext the 5 q Vienna and Ver- 


ſailles may allege, to cover the infraction of theſe 
treaties, the thing remains nevertheleſs evident, 
whilſt theſe two Courts are unable to prove that the 
wns. of Oſtend and Nieuport are not actually in 

he power of France. If their defigns are juſt, or 
able to thoſe treaties, they will doubtleſs not 
cruple, in the leaſt, to make your High Mighti- 
neſſes eaſy on that head, by e 1 them - 
ſelves to a quiet and pacifick neighbour, and by 
ing you indifputable proofs of their intentions to 
fil the ſtipulations of the faid two treaties, with 
regard to the Netherlands. The King hath ſo much 
confidence in the good ſenſe, prudence; and friend- 
ſhip is, that he makes not 
the leaſt doubt of your taking the moſt efficacious 
meaſures to clear up an affair of ſuch — 14 ez 
and of your being pleaſed, in concert witk his Ma- 


jeſty, to watch over the fate of a country, whoſe 


ſituation and independence have, for more than 
century, been rded as one of the principal 
ports of your liberty and commerce. It does 
not appear that this remonſtrance had the defired 
effect upon the States - General, vho were apprehen- 
nve of embroiling themſelves with an enemy ſo 
remarkably alert in taking all advantages. The 
truth is, they were not only unprepared for a rup- 
ture with France, but extremely unwilling to forego 


the commercial profits which they derived from 


their neutralitixyytt᷑ oh, * K 
XXIV. The King of Pruſſia, about this period, 
5 n 2 ee à ſuſpicion r rey on other 
Powers longed eagerly to enjoy the fame reſpite from 
the dangers and inconveniencies of war, and that he 
ran the riſque of being abandoned by his ſole 


and ally, who ed greatly alarmed at his defeat 


in Bohemia, and defirous of detaching himſelf from 
à connexion which might be productive of the moſt 


*" JN 2694 diſagreeable 
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Stimulated by this opinion, his Pruffian Majeſty is 
faid to have written an expoſtulatory letter * to the 
King of Great-Britain, in Which he 5 plainly taxes 
that Monarch with having inſtigated him to com- 
mence hoſtilities; and inſt upon his rememberi 
the engagements by which he was ſo ſolemnly bound. 
From the ſtrain of this letter, and the Pruſſian's de- 
e to jen Britiſh miniſter when 5 firſt ſet out 
r Saxony, importing, that he was to fight 
the King of England% battles, a n nd — 
rally conceived that thoſe two Powers had agreed to 
certain private pacta or conventions, the particulars 
of which 
declaration was delivered to the Pruſſian Reſident at 
London, which appears to have been calculated as 
an anſwer to the 2 In that paper the King of 
Great-Britain declared, that the overtures made by 
his Majeſty's electoral miniſters in Germany, touch- 
ing the checks received on the continent, ſhould 
have no influence on his Majeſty as King: that he 
faw, in the ſame light as before, the pernicious effects 
of the union between the Courts of Vienna and Ver- 
failles, threatening a ſubverſion of the whole ſyſtem 
of publick liberty, and of the independence of the 
European Powers: that he conſidered as a fatal con- 


ſequence of this dangerous connexion the ceſſion 


» The letter, which was written in French, we have tranſlated, for the 
reader's ſatisfaction. ä | 


| - 
rate of Hanover is not yet laid aſide. Is it y can 
i a reverſe 


our Majeſty will confider the ſtep bave made me hazard, and remern- 
1 theſe misfortunes that now impend over 
my head, I ſhould never have abandoned the Alliance of France, but for 
your flattering affuranees. I de not now fepent of the treaty I have con- 


cludeft with'your Majeſty; hut | hy a you will not ingloriouſſ Heme wap 


the mercy; of my enemies, after ving brought upon me a 
of 9 't depend upon your athoring to your repeate: 

"the twenty-fixth of laſt month; and chat vou will lis —— 
march Lam po Rn T5 i = FHRTY 7 Py 
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have not yet tranſpired. Certain it is, a 


| | 2r4 | 
diſagreeable conſequences to his continental intereſt. CHAP: 
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BOOK made by the Court of Vienna of the ports in the 
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Netherlands to France, in ſuch a critical ſinjation, 


and contrary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn treaties : 


that, whatever might be the ſucceſs of his army, his 


Majeſty: was determined to act in conſtant concert 


with the King of Pruſſia, in employing the moſt 


efficacious: means to fruſtrate the unjuſt and oppreſ- 
five deſigns of their common enemies. He con- 
eluded with aſſuring the King of Pruſſia, that the 
Britiſh; Crown: would continue to fulfil, with the 

reateſt punctuality, its engagements with his Pruſ- 
Lan Majeſty, and to ſupport him with firmneſs and 
vigour... Such a repreſentation could not fail of 


being agreeable to a Prince, who, at this juncture, 


ſtood. in need of an extraordinary cordial. He knew 


he could ſecurely depend, not only on the good faith 


of an Engliſh miniſtry, but alſo. on the good plight 
of the Britiſh nation, which, like an indulgent nurſe, 
hath always preſented the nipple to her meagre Ger- 
man allies. ,'T hoſe, however, who pretended to con- 
ſider and canvas events without prejudice and pre- 


2388 could not help owning their ſurprize, at 


ring an alliance ſtigmarized-as pernicious to the 
ſyſtem of publick liberty, and ſubverſive of the in- 
dependence of the European Powers, as they remem- 
bered that this alliance was the effect of neceſſity, to 
which the Houſe of Auſtria was reduced, for its oun 
preſervation; reduced, as its friends and partiſans 


affirm, by thoſe very Potentates that now reproached 


her with theſe gonnex ions 

S XXV. His Britannick Majeſty was. reſolved 
that the King of Pruſſia ſhould have no cauſe to 
complain of his indifference, whatever reaſons he 
had to exclaim againſt” the convention of Cloſter- 
Seven, which he did not ſcruple to.condemini as a 
very ſcandalous capitulation, as much as he diſap- 
proved of the conduct; in conſequence of which near 
forty thouſand men were ſoſhamefully diſarmed, and 
ſoſt to his cauſe. Thoſe ſtipulations alſo mer with 
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a very unfavourable reception in England, where the VIII. 


motions of the allied army, in their retreat before the 
enemy, were very freely cenſured, and ſome great 1757. 
names expoſed to the ridicule and contempt of the 
publick. This event, ſo ſingular in itſelf, and fo 
1mportant in its conſequences, attracted the attention 
of the Privy-council, where it is ſaid to have been 
can vaſſed with great warmth and animoſity of alter- 
cation. The — complained that he was re- 
ſtricted hy peremptory orders from the Regency of 
Hanover; and they were reported to have uſed re- 
criminations in their defence. In all probability, 
every circumſtance of the diſpute was not explained 
to the ſatisfaction of all parties, inaſmuch as that 
t Commander quitted the harveſt of military 
glory, and, like another Cincinnatus, retired to his 
plough. The Convention of Cloſter-Seven was 
equally diſagreeable to the Courts of London and 
Verſailles. The former ſaw the electorate of -Hano-— 
ver left, by this capitulation, at the mercy. of the 
enemy, who had viken poſſeſſion of the whole coun- 
try, fired the revenues, exacted contributions, and 
changed the whole form of government, in the name 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty : while the French 
army, which had been employed in oppoſing the 
Hanoverians, was now at liberty to throw their addi- 
tional force into the ſcale againſt the King of Pruſſia. 
who, at that period, ſeemed to totter on the verge 
of deſtruction. On the other hand; the French 
miniſtry thought their General had granted too fa. 
vourable torms to a body of forces, whom he had 
cooped up in ſuch a manner, that, in a little time, 
they wy have ſurrendered at diſcretion. They, 
therefore, determined either to provoke the Hano- 
_ venians by ill uſage to an infraction of the treaty, 
or, | ſhould that be found impracticable, renounce it 
as an imperfect convention, eſtabliſhed without pro- 
per authority. Both expedients were uſed without 
xelerve, They were no ſooner informed of the ca- 
r '” 1 : pitulation. | 
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0 K pitulation, than they refuſed to ac 
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and be diſarmed on their return to their own un- 
At the ſame time her General, who com- 


miniſtry kept aloof, and ſeemed reſolved that the 
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ity, except on condition that the Hanoverian troops 
ſhould formally. engage to deſiſt from, all ſervice 
againſt France and her allies during the preſent war, 


manded in the electorate, exhauſted the country, 
by levying exorbitant contributions, and connived 
at ſuch outrages as degraded his own dignity, and 
reflected diſgrace on the character of his nation. 
The Court of London, to make a merit of neceſſity, 
affected to conſider the conventional act as a provi= 
ſional armiſtice, to pave the way for a negociation 
that might terminate in a general peace, and pro- 
poſals were offered for that pupoſe: but the French 


electorate of Hanover ſhould be annexed to their 
King's dominions. At leaſt, they were bent upon 
Keeping it as a precious depoſitum, which, in the 
plan of a general pacification, they ĩimagined, would 


. counterbalance any advantage that Great-Britain 


might obtain in other parts of the world. Had 


they been allowed to keep this depoſit, the king- 
dom of Great - Britain would have ſaved about twen ty 


millions of money, together with the lives of her 


bdeſt ſoldiers; and Westphalia would have con- 


tinued to enjoy all the bleſſings of ſecurity and 


ce. But the King of England's tenderneſs for 
anover was one of the chief ſources of the miſ- 


unes which befell: the electorate; He could not 


bear the thoughts of ſeeing it, even for a ſeaſon, in 
the hands of the enemy; and his own ſentiments in 
this particular were rcintorced by the- preſſing re- 


a * as 2 Monarch, whom, at this 
juncture, he thought it dangerous to diſoblige. 
Actuated by theſe matives, he was plcaſed to fee. 


the articles of the convention ſo palpably contra- 
vened, becauſe the violation unbound his hands, 


and enabled him, conkiitently; with, good e 


its val. 


| 0 
Nee er ay 
take effectual for the aſſiſtance of his ally, and © HAR. 
the recovery of his own dominions. He, therefore, _**, 
in quality of Elector of Brunſwick-Lunenbourg, 1757 
abliſhed a declaration, obſerving, That his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland had, on his part, 
honeſtly ful filled all the conditions of the conven. 
tion; but the Duke de Richelieu — — 
the troaps ſhould enter into an engagement ſpeciſie 
above, and lay down. erate although it was 
expreſsly ſtipulated in the convention, that they 
ſhould not be regarded as priſoners of war, under 
which quality alone they could be diſarmed : that | 
the —— pretended to treat the convention 
as a military regulation only ; and, indeed, it was 
iginally nothing more; but as they had expreſsly 
_ its mp es + and a — had been 
a tions, though the French General would 
never anfwer categorically, hut waited always for 
freſh inſtructions from Verſailles, the nature of that 
act was totally changed; and what was at firſt an 
agreement between General and General, was now 
become a matter of tate between the two Courts of 
London and Verſailles: that, however hard the con- 
ditions of the convention: appeared to be for the 
troops of Hanover, his Britannick Majeſty would 
have acquieſced in them, bad not the French gla- 
ringly diſcovered their deſign of totally ruining his 
army, and his. dominions; and, by the moſt out— 
rageous conduct, freed his Britannick Majeſty from 
every obligation under which he had been laid by 
the convention: that, inthe midſt of the armiſtice, 
the moſt open hoſtilities had been committed: the 
caſtle of 1 — _ and 
illaged, and the i | iſoners of war: 
| 22 — French before the con- 
22 . pa — — OY to an ex- 
refs article ſtipulat cen the Generals, though 
[ing been affe en the par of the: Elo, 
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E by the immediate releaſe of the French priſoners; 
dme baities of thoſe diſtricts, from which the French 
2 troops were excluded by mutual agreement, had been 
fummoned; on pain of military executiom to appear 
| before the French commiſiary, and compelled to de- 
I þ liver into his hands the publick revenue: the French 
had appropriated to themſelves part of thoſe maga- 
Zines, which, by expreſs agreement, were deſtined for 
the uſe of the electoral troops; and they had ſeized 
the houſes, revenue, and oorn belonging to the King 
of England in the city of Bremen, in violation of 
their engagement to conſider that city as a place 
abſolutely free and neutral. He took notice, that 
they had proceeded to menaces unheard of among 
civilized people, of burning, ſacking, and deſtroy- 
ing every thing that fell in their way, ſhould the 
leaſt heſitation be made in executing the convention 
according to their interpretation.” Such were the 
profeſſed conſiderations that determined his Britan- 
nick Majeſty to renounce the agreement which they 
had — and _ e - to arms for the re- 
lief of his ſubjects and allies. It was in conſequence 
of this — * conferred the com- 
mand of his electoral army on Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick; brother to the Duke of that name who 
had diſtinguiſned himſelf in the Pruſſian army by 
his great military talents, and was, by blood and in- 
clination, as well as intereſt, ſuppoſed warmly at- 
tached to his Britannick Majeſty. The truth is, the 
King of Pruſſia recommended him to this com- 
mand, becauſe he knew he could depend upon his 
cConcurring with all his meaſures, in conducting the 
operations of the Britiſh army: The Duke de Riche- 
lieu was no ſooner informed of theſe particulars, 
than he ſent a letter to Prince Ferdinand, fpecifying, 
That although for ſome days he had perceived the 
Hanoverian troops in motion, in order to form 
themſelves into a body, he could not imagine the 
object of theſe movements was to infringe the 
- 6 5 3 convention 


* 
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convention of neutrality which had been eſtabliſhed 3 
between the Duke of Cumberland and himſelf, as As 
French General; that he was; blinded: ſo far by his 1757 
confidence in the good faith of the Elector of Hang- 
over, who had ſigned that convention, as to believe 
the troops were aſſembled for no other purpoſe than 
to he diſtributed into winter- quarters, which had 
been aſſigned them by the agreement; but his eyes 
were at laſt opened, by repeated advices which he 
had received from all quarters, importing, that the 
Hanoverians intended to infringe thoſe articles which 
ought to be ſacred and inviolable: he affirmed, the 
King his maſtey was ſtill willing togive freſh proofs 
of his moderation, and his dete to ſpare the effu- 
ſion of human blood: with that view he declared 
to his Seren Highneſs, in the name of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, that he perſiſted in his reſolution 
of fulfilling exactly all the points of the convention, 

rovided they ſhould! be equally obſerved by the 
. army; but he could not help appriſing 
his Serene Highneſs, that if this army ſhould take 
any equi vocal ſtep, and, ſtill more, ſhould it com- 
mit any act of hoſtility, he would then puſh matters 
to the laſt extremity, looking upon himſelf as au- 
thoriſed ſo to do by the rules of war: that he 4 
ſet fire to all palaces, houſes, and gardens ; ſack 
all the towns and villages, without ſparing the moſt 
inconſiderable cottage, and ſubject the country to all 
the horrors, of war and devaſtation. He conjured 
his Serene Highneſs to reflect on theſe particulars, 
and begged he would not lay him under the neceſſity 
of taking ſteps ſo contrary to his on perſonal cha. 
a as well as to the natural humanity: of the 
rench nation.“ To this letter, which was ſeconded 
the Count de Lynar the Daniſh Ambaſſador, who 
ad meditated the convention, Prince Ferdinand 
returned a very laconick anſwer, intimating, that he 
vould give the Duke de Richelieu his anſwer in per- 
ſon at the head of his army. At chis particular 
nn | Juncture, 


a S v * » 
* 2 . DFF on N 8 
a _ - —— — _ — 5 e — _—_— - as. — 1 * j - a 21 3 — » 2 
* »* ” Shes þ Xs 7 4 . * * we. be ona — — = Sons * 
a n —— 2 - > 2 
. 5 . 


: 
| | 
«+ 
a5 
37 
79 
7 
un 
1 
+ = 


- 
—— — 2 


1 
Fe 3 
} 
5 
; 
1 5 * 
1 
' vo þ 
1 
15 % 
114 
N * 
_ 
TY 
= * 
1 
q wo 1] 
: : 2 . 
3 4 
1 e 7 
. 
| ; 
2 
1 Ty 
— 1 
4 
bt \ 
FT = 
. 2 1 
ey | 4 
4 : q jd 
v3 : 
| l 
65 | 
4 x b 
þ 
| * 1 
hn 
* 
1 
Fg. 
N g 
2 
= 
I: 4 
: — y 


. 
_ _— — 2 
— = 
r 
n * » 

_ b "_ 4 


+ nen 


_— 
. 


draw upon himfelf the hoſtilities of an army which 
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ure, the French General was diſpoſed to abide 
the e original articles of the convention, rarher than 


he knew to be brave, reſolute, and well appointed, 
and which he ſaw at preſent animated with at! eager 
defire of wiping out the difgrace they had I 
by the capitulation, as well as of e 

2 from the grievous ee "which 


"x Xvi. About the nes eier Abe ber ue 
Fan army was wholly aſſembled at Stade, 
under the auſpices of Prince Ferdinand, who re- 
ſolved, without delay, to drive the French from the 
electorate, whirher they now began their march. 


Part of the enemy's rear, conſiſting of two thouſand | 


men, was, in thejr march back to Zell, attacked in 
the bailiwick of Ebſtorff, and 3 defeated by 
General Schuylenbourg: and, in w days after 


this action, another happened upon the river + Allen | 


| between two conſiderable bodies of each army, in 


which the Hanoverians, commanded by General 
Zaftrow, remained maſters of the field. Theſe 
tty advantages ſerved to encourage the allies, and 

t them in poſſeſſion of Lunenberg, Zell, and 

» of the Brunſwick dominions, whic | the enemy 
were obliged to abandon. The operations of Prince 
Ferdinand, however, were retarded by the reſolu- 
tion and obſtinate perfeverance of the French officer 
ho commanded the garriſon of Harbourg. When 
the Hanoverian troops made themſelves maſters of 
the town, he retired into the caſtle; which he held 
out againſt a conſiderable detachment of the allied 


army, by whom it was inveſted; at length, however, 


the ex bein entirely demoliſhed, he fire 
rendered u tulation. On the ſixth day of 


December — — — rds 


| Zell; where the French army had taken poſt, under 


the command of the Duke de Richelieu, who, at 


„ eee Hanoverians, called in his ud | 
vanced 
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rties, abandoned ſeveral magazines, burned 
all the 2 and buildings ; brjongt hg do the 


ſheep-walks of his Britannick Ma jeſty, . pay- 

the leaſt regard to the reproſentations made by 
Naber Ferdinand on this ſubject; reduced the ſub- 
urbs of Zell to aſhes after having allowed his men 
to plunder the houſes, and even ſet fire to the Or- 
phan-hoſpital, in which a great number of helpleſe 
children are ſaid to have periſhed.” One cannot, 
without horror; reflect upon ſuch brutal acts of in- 
humanity. The French troops on divers occaſions, 
and in different parts of the Empire, acted tragedies 
ofthe fame nature, which are not eafily rec 
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to the character of a nation famed for fentiment and 


civility. The Hanoverians having advanced within 
a league of Lell, the two armies began to cannonade 
each other the French troops, poſted on the right 
ofthe Aller, burned their wn, 10 and retired into 
the town, where they we ſtrongly entrench 
chat Prince Ferdinand 2 attempt the rive 
the paſſes of which were ſtrongly guarded by the 
enemy. Ar the ſame time, his troops were expoſed 
to grrat hardſhips from the ſeverity of the weather; 
he, therefore, retreated to Ulzen and Lunenbourg, 
where his army was put into 'winter-quarrers, and 
executed feveral ſmall enterpriſes by detachment, 
while the French General fined his head-quarters 
the city of Hanover, his cantonments exten 
far as in the neighbourhood of which many 
ſharp ſkirmiſhes were fought from the out- parties 
with various ſucceſs. Their Imperial Majeſties were 
no ſooner uppriſed of theſe trunſactions, which they 
conſidered as infractions of the convention, than the) 
ſent an intimation to the Baron de Steinberg, mi 
ſter from the King of Great- Britain as Elector of 
Hanover, that he fhould appear no more at court, 
or confer: with their miniſters; and that his reſidin 
at Vienna, as he might-eaſily conceive, could not 1 
47:68 A : in ä of. 1 
$18 retir 
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WE for his departure. The chagrin occaſioned at the 
Eos A 


757. court of Vienna by the Hanoverian army's having 


recourſe to their arms again was, in ſome meaſure, 
alleviated by the certain tidings received from Pe- 


terſburgh, that the Carina had ſigned her acceſſion 


form to the treaty between the Courts of Vienna, 
in Verſailles, and Stockholr dts Aach 
4 RXVIL In claſing our account of this year's 
tranſactions on the continent, ve may obſerve, that 
on the ſixteenth day of November the Queen of Po- 
land died at Berlin of an apoplexy, ſuppoſed to be 
occaſioned by the ſhock the recived on hearing that 
the French were totally defeated at Roſbach. She 
was a lady of exemplary virtue and piety; V hoſe con- 
ſtitution had been broke by grief and anxiety con- 
ceived from the diſtreſs of her own family, as well as 


from the miſery to which ſhe ſaw her people expoſed. 
With reſpect to the European powers that were not 


actually engaged as principals in the war, they ſeemed 
induſtriouſly to avoid every ſtep that might be con- 
ſtrued a deviation from the moſt ſcrupulous neu- 
trality. The States-General proceeded with g cat 
circumſpection, in the middle courſe between two 
powerful neighbours, equally jealous and formidable; 
and the King of Spain was gratified for his forbear- 


ance with a convention ſettled between him and the 


belligerent powers, implying, that his ſubjects ſnould 
purſue their commerce at ſea without moleſtation, 
provided they ſhould not tyanſport thoſe articles of 
merchandiſe which were deemed: contraband. by all 
nations. The operations at ſea, during the courſe 


of this year, either in Europe or America, were far 


rom being detiſive or important. The commerce 
of Great- Britain ſuſtained conſiderable damage from 


the actiyity and ſucceſs of French privatcers;: of 


which a great number had been d in the 
iſlands of Martinique and Guadaloupe. The Green- 


wich ſhip of war, mounted with fifty guns, and a 


, .. y 882 
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frigate of twenty, fell into the hands of the enemy, 


together with a very conſiderable number of trading 
veſſels. On the other hand, the Engliſſi 4 


and privateers acquitted themſelves with equal vigi- 


lance and valour. The Duc — large 


ſhip of fifty guns, was taken in the month of June 


two Britiſh ſhips: of war, after a ſevere enga 
pra and, — ſame time, the Aaulle t 
nearly the ſame force, was driven on ſhore and de- 
ſtroyed near Breſt by the Antelope, one of the Britiſh 
cruiſers. A French frigate of | twenty-ſix guns, 
called the Emeraude, was taken in the channel, 


inferior force, under the command of Captain Gil. 
chriſt, a gallant and alert officer, who, in the ſequel, 
ſignaliſed himſef on divers occaſions, by very extra- 
ordinary acts of valour. All the ſea- offioers ſeemed 
to he animated with a noble emulation to diſtinguiſh 


** 


after a warm engagement, by an Engliſh "ſhip of 


hog 


| 
IT 
| 


themſelves in the ſervice of their country, and the 


ſpirit deſcended even to the captains of privateers, 
who, inſtead of imitating the former — 
of that claſs, in avoiding ſhips of force, and center- 
ing their whole attention in advantageous prizes, 


now encountered the armed ſhips of the enemy, 


and fought with the moſt obſtinate valour * ws 
purſuit. of national glory... 

$ XXVIL Perhaps hiſtory cann6t afford a pr 
remarkable inſtance of deſperate courage than thar 
which was exerted in December of the — 
year, by the officers and crew of an Engliſh priva- 
teer, called the Terrible, under the 5 of 
Captain William Death, equipped with twenty-ſix 
carriage guns, and manned [with two hundred ſailors: 
On the twenty-third. day of the month he en 


arid made prize of a large French ſhip from St? 


Domingo, after an obſtinate battle, in which he loſt 
his own brother and ſixteen ſeamen: then he ſecured 
with forty men his prize, which containeq a valuable 


cargo, and — Wai 4 ins 


Ans fe, 


Hi 
YA © OK few days he had the misfortune to fall in with the 


ww 4 ing 
8 cannon, with a complement of three 
get — red — 


men. Their firſt ſtep was to at- 


> 


=; 


every ſea-rencounterthat happened within the preſent 
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— — a privateer of St. | Maloes, cat 


tac A the — was eaſily re- taken; then the 
two ſhips bore down upon the Terrible whoſe main. 
maſt was ſhot away by the firſt broadſide. Notwith.. 
_Randing this diſaſter. the Terrible maintained ſuch 
a furious engagement againſt both as can hardly be 


— 2 — The French 


commander and his ſecond were killed, with two 
thirds of his company ; but the laat Captain Death, 
with the greatet part of his officers, and almoſt his 
whole crew, having met with the ſame fate, his ſhip 
was boarded by the enemy, who found no- more than 
twenty · ſix per ſons alive, ſixteen of whom were mu- 
plat by che loſs of er arm, and the: other ten 
grievouſly wounded, The ſhip itſelf was fo — 
tered, that it could ſcarce be 7 above — 

the whole exhibited: a ſcene of blood, horror, 2 

deſolation. The victor itſelf lay like a wreck on 5 
ſurface; and in chis condition made ſhift, with great 
difficulty, to tow. the Terrible “ into St. Maloes, 
where ſhe was not beheld without aſtoniſhment and 
terror. This adventure was no ſooner knoun in 


England, than a liberal ſubſctiption was raiſed for 


the — vm of Death's widow, and that part of the 
ſurvived the engagement. In this, and 


year, the ſuperiority in {kill and reſolution was aſcer- 
tained to the Britiſh-mariners ; for even when they 
fought againſt great 

rally crowned; with ſucceſs., In the month 
vember, Captain Lockhart, a young gentleman, 

rags ogy prot e eqn oe arp; L W to Kone 


Wy ' 


odds, their courage was of 2 
0- 


SS ES BATS PpOTISO DO mO  PUPOMFSSO SIOPESSCSS PURSES 


% A 184571 22 
. l * * 5 * L — 4 +. x; ; 8 MF: 


2 as commander of a ſmall frigate; now added CHAP, 
conſiderably to his reputation, by — Me- ers | 
lampe, a French privateer of Bayonne, greatly ſupe- 1757. 

rior to his own ſhip in number of men and weight of 

metal. This exploit was ſeconded by another of the 

ſame nature, in his conqueſt of another French ad- 

venturer, called the Counteſs of Gramont; and a 

third large pri vateer of Bayonne was taken by Cap- 

tain Saumarez, commander of the Antelope. Ina a 

word, the narrow ſeas were ſo well guarded, that in 

a little time ſcarce a French ſhip durſt appear in the 

Engliſh channel, which the Britiſh traders navigated 

without moleſtation. - | LEN N N 

XXIX. On the firſt day of December, the King 

of Great- Britain opened the ſeſſion of Parliament 

with a ſpeech from the throne, which ſeemed calcu- 

lated to prepare the nation for the * of main- 

taining a new war on the continent of Europe. His 

Majeſty graciouſly declared, That it would have 

given him a moſt ſenſible pleaſure to acquaint them 

at the opening of the ſeſſion, that his ſucceſs in car- 

rying on the war had been equal to the juſtice of his 

cauſe, and the extent and vigour of the meaſures 

formed for that purpoſe. He expreſſed the firmeſt 

confidence, that the ſpirit and bravery of the nation, 

ſo renowned in all times, which had formerly ſur- 

mounted ſo many difficulties, were not to be abated 

by a few diſappointments, which, he truſted, might 

be retrieved 2 the bleſſing of God, and the zeal and 
ardour of his Parliament for his Majeſty's honour 

and the advantage of their country. He ſaid it was 

his determined reſolution to apply his utmoſt efforts 

for the ſecurity of his kingdoms, and for the reco- 

very and protection of the poſſeſſions and rights of 

his crown and ſubjects in America, and elſewhere, 

as well by the ſtrongeſt exertion of his naval force, 

as by all other methods. He ſignified, that another 
great object which he had at heart, was the preſer- 
vation of the proteſtant religion, and the liberties of 
Vol. IV. . Europe; 
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OK Europe; and, in that view, to and ad- 


here to his allies. For this cauſe; he aſſured them, 
he would decline no incanveniencies, and in this 
cauſe, he earneſtly ſolicited their hearty concur- 
rence and vigorous aſſiſtance. He obſerved; that 


the late ſignal ſucceſs in Germany had given a 


happy turn to affairs, which it was incumbent on 
them to improve; and that, in ſuch a critical con- 
——— the eyes of all Europe were upon them. 
Ie particularly recommended to them, that his 
good | brother and ally the King of Pruſſia might 
ſupported in ſuch a manner as his magnani- 
mity and active zeal for the common cauſe ap- 
ared to deſerve. To the Commons he expreſſed 
his concern that the large ſupplies they had already 
2 did not produce all the good fruits they 
d reaſon to expect; but he had ſo great a reli- 


ance on their wiſdom, as not to doubt of their 


mee He only deſired ſuch ſupplies as 
Id be neceſſary for the publick fervice; and told 
them they might de upon it, that the beſt and moſt 
uld be uſed. He took notice 
of that ſpirit of diſorder which had ſhownitſelfamong 
the common people in ſome parts of the kingdom; 
he laid injunctions upon them to uſe their endeavours 
ng and ſuppreſſing ſuch abuſes, and 
for maintaining che laws. and lawful authority. He 
concluded with obſerving, that nothing would ſo 
effectually conduce to the defence of 14 was 
dear to the nation, as well as to the reducing their 
enemies to reaſon, as union and harmony among 
themſelves. The time was, when every 3 
of this e ee which the reader will perceive is 
not remarkable for its elegance and propriety, would 
have been canvaſſed and impugned by the country 
pou in the Houſe of Commons. They would have 

puted the bad ſucceſsof the war tothe jndiſcretion 


of the miniſtry, in taking prepoſterous meaſures, 


and appointing commanders unequal to the * — 
"+ hs. k | 2 5 , ey 1 


7 
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They would have etiquired in what manner the pro 


teſtant religion was endangered; and, if it was, how 
it could be preſerved” or promoted by adhering to 
allies, who, without provocation, had well nigh 
ruined the firſt and principal Proteſtant country of 
the Empire. They would haye ſtarted doubts with 
reſpect to the late ſignal ſucceſs in Germany, and 
hinted, that it would only ſerve to protract the bur- 
then of a continental wat. They would have owned 
that the eyes of all Eutope were upon them, and 
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drawn this "conſequence; that it therefore behoved 


them to act with the more delicacy and caution in 


diſcharge of the ſacred truſt repoſed in them by 


their conſtituents: a truſt which their conſciences 
would not allbw to be fairhfully diſcharged, ſhould 
they ruſh precipitately into the deſtructive meaſures 
of a rath and prodigal miniftry, ſquander away the 
wealth of the nation, and add to the grievous incum- 
brances under which it groaned, in ſupport of con- 


nections and alliances that wereequally 5 OUS | 


confideration, and pernicious to her intereſt. ' 
would have inveſtigated that cauſe which was 
warmly recommended for ſupport, and pretended to 
diſcover that it was a cauſe in which Great-Britain 
ought to have had no concern, becauſe it produced 


a certainty of loſs without the wird wor 8 e 
c 


ſ 

vantage. They would have varie entially in 
their opinions of the neceſſary ſupplies, from the 
ſentiments of thoſe who prepared the eſtimates, and 
even declared ſome doubts about the cm to 
be uſed in managing the national expence; finally, 
they would have -repreſented the impoſſibility of 
union between the two parties, one of which ſeem 
bent upon reducing the other to beggary and con- 
tempt. Such was the ſtrain that uſed to flow from 
an oppoſition, ſaid to conſiſt of difloyalty and diſap- 
pointed ambition. But that malignant ſpirit w 
now happily extinguiſhed: ' The voice of the Sove- 
reign was adored as the oracle of a divinity, and thoſe 
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QOK happy 98 now approaching that ſaw the Com- 
mons of E 


gland pour their treaſures, in ſupport of 


a German prince, with ſuch a generous hand, that 


poſterity will be amazed at their liberalit x,. 
8 XXX. To the ſpeech of his Majeſty the Houſe 
of Lords returned an addreſs; in ſuch terms of com- 
Fre as had long diſtinguiſhed that illuſtrious aſ- 
embly.. The Commons exprefled their approbation 
and confidence with equal ardour, and not one ob- 
jection was made to the form or nature of the addreſs, 


| Rough one gentleman, equally independent in his 
min 


| and fortune, took exceptions to ſome of the 
meaſures which had been lately purſued. Their 
complaiſance was more ſubſtantially ſpec iſied in the 
reſolutions of the Houſe, as ſoon as the two great 
committees of ſupply were appointed. They granted 


for the ſea ſervice of the enſuing year ſixty thouſand 


men, including fourteen thouſand eight hundred and 


forty- five marines, and the ſtanding army, compre- 


hending four thouſand iavalids, was fixed at fifty- 
hree ona ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſeven 
effective men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion offi- 
ers included. For the maintenance of theſe forces, 
y ſea and land, the charge of guards and gaxxiſons, 
at home and abroad, the expence of the ordnance, 
and in order to make good the ſum which had been 
iſſued by his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance. of the 
addreſs from the Commons, they now allotted four 
Runen twenty-two thouſand, eight hundred and 
even pounds, ſeven ſhillings, - and three- pencc. 
They unanimouſly granted, as a preſent ſupply in 
the then critical exigency, towards enabling his 


Majeſty to maintain and keep together the army 


formed laſt year in his electoral dominions, and then 
ain put in motion, and actually employed againſt 


the common enemy, in concert with the King of 


Pruſſia, the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds: 
for the ordinary of the navy, including half - pay io 
the ſea- officers, they allowed two hundred twenty- 


four 
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four thouſand, - four hundred twenty-one , pounds, CHAP. 
five ſhillings and eight-pence : towards the building 
and ſupport of the three hoſpitals for ſeamen ar 2 58. 
Goſport, Plymouth, and Greenwich, thirty thouſand : 
pounds: for the reduced officers of the land- forces 
and marines, penſions to the widows of officers, and 
other ſuch military contingencies, forty thouſand 
nine hundred and twenty-ſix pounds, ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings and eleven pence; towards building, re-build- 
ing, and repairs of his Majeſty's ſhips for the enfuing 
year, the ſum of two Haw, yo thouſand pounds; for 
defraying the charge of two thouſand one hundred 
and twenty horſe, and nine thouſand nine hundred 
infantry, together with the general and ſtaff officers, 
the officers of the hoſpital and the train of artillery, 
being the troops of the Landgrave of Heſſe-Cafſel'in 
the pay of Great-Britain, for fixty days, together 
with the ſubſidy for the ſaid time, purſuant to treaty, 
they aſſigned thirty- eight thouſand three hundred and 
ſixty pounds, nineteen ſhillings and'ten-pence three 
farthings. To the Crag. pros” they gave 
forty thouſand Lune for the maintenance and 
education of deſerted young children, as well as for 
the reception of all ſuch as ſhould be preſented under 

a a certain age, to be limited by the governors and 
guardians of that charity. Three hun thouſand ' 
pounds were given towards diſcharging the debt of 
the navy, and two hundred and eighty- four thouſand 
eight hundred and two _—_ for making up the 
deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of the pre. 
ceding year. The Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel was, 
moreover, gratified with the further ſum of two hun- 
dred and three thouſand five hundred and thirty-ſix 
pounds, four ſhillings and nine-pence farthing, for 

e 5 of his N mw 3 of 
is ſubſidy. | ted fix and ſeventy 

; ond . his Majeſty ee 
good his engagements with the King of Pruſſia, pur. 

| at to a convention lately meters with that po? 
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thoufand men of the troops of Mancher, aug Welles. 


together with that by pea an ft-officers a 3 
ally employed nt on enemy, conce 
ith the Kir f Pruſſ ia, 1 25 the N eighth 
1 of Novem 2 in the laſt, to the twenty fourth o 
December in the preſent year A OETILR 7 be iſſue 
in adyance every two months, they allotred the 0 
of four hundred and fixt FUR thouſand len 
8 fix. Rübig - 0 a further- 
18 they Sante rec Me ghty-fi IX thouſand, 
ine hundred and fifteen Lace l thirteen ſhillings 
[PriIaPFFo, to. defray the charges of forage, 
RY * I train of artillery, proviſions, wood, 
ſtraw, = all other extraordinary FxprAſes contin. 
gencles, and loſſes whazſocyer, incurred, or to be 
incurred, on account of. his. Majeſty's . con- 
fiſting of thirty-cight GST men, 95 ly em. 
ozed againſt the common enemy, in concert with 
py King of Pruſſia, from November laſt to next 
December incluſive. For the extraordinary expenſes 
| FE the land- forces, and. other ſervices, incurred in 
che courſe of the laſt year, and not provided for by 
2 they allowed one undred | "Ge 
houſand, four hundred hay ior, 2 90 ee 
ſhillings and one farthing. They provided eight 
undred thouſand EIN to enable his Ma ajcſty ta 
efray. the like ſum. raiſed in purſuance of 
mage in the laſt ſeſſion of luer and 8 0 
5 the firſt aids and ſupplies to Bra in the 
rk ſeſſion, We x, thouſan 2 20 were 
ini wed on th ic - qut-penlioners of Chel a-hoſpital; 
ve 85 thouſand for the expenſe of dane 
| 3 the col 255 of Noya-Scoria and Georgia; for 
reimburſng to. the province. of Maſſachuler' $-Bay, 
700 the colony, of Connecticut, their expenſe in 
n prov 105 and ſtores to the troops raiſed 
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of the year one thouſarid ſeven hundred and fifty-fix, CHAP. 
the ſum of e r r _ eres. ſeven- II. 
tern pounds, ſeventeen thillings and fix-pence —.— 
ny; to be applied — the rebuild 758. 
don. bridge, carrying on the works for fo 2 — 
and ſecuring the harbour of Milford, and repairi 
the pariſh- church of St. Margaret, in Weſtminſter, 
they allotted rwenty=nine thouſand pounds. The 
Faſt-Indiacompany were indulged with twenty 
thouſand pounds on account, towards enabling them 
to defray che expenſe of a military force in their 
ſettlements, ta be maintained by them in lieu of the 
battalion of his Majeſty's forces withdrawn from 
thoſe ſettlements: the ſum of ten thouſand pounds 
was given, as uſual, for maintaining and ſu 
the Britiſh forts and ſettlementsont ecoaſtof Africa; 
and eleven thouſand four hundred and fifty were 
granted as an n ee ee to the ſalaries of the 
H in the ſuperior courts of judicature. They 
likewiſe 3 one hundred thouſand pounds for 
defrayi harge of pay and clothing to the mi- 
e 9 — * hundred thouſand poumds, 
to CS his Majeſty to defray" any extraordinary 
expenſes of the war, incurred, or to be incurred, for 
the ſervice of the current year; and to take all fu 
meaſures as might be neceſſary to diſappoint or de- 
feat any enterpriſes or deſigns of his enemies, as the 
ency of his affairs might require. The whole 
ſupplics of this ſeſſion amounted to the enormous ſum 
of ten millions, four hundred eighty-ſix —— | 
four hundred fifty-ſeven pounds, and one penny. 
Nothing could fo plainly demonſtrate the im 1 | 
confidence which the Parliament; at this ju N 
repoſed in the Sovereign and the miniſtry, as — 
conduct in granting ſuch liberal ſupplies, great part of 
which were beſtowed in favour of our German allies; 
whom the Britiſh: nation thus generouſly paid for 
ſighting their own battles. Beſides the ſum of one 
N ee hundred ſixty-one thouſand, eight 
e l 
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BOOK hundred ninety- ſeven pounds, four ſhillings and 
III. eight-pence, expreſsly aſſigned for the ſupport of 


LO 4 


1758. 


theſe continental connections, a ſum conſiderably 
exceeding the whole of the revenue raifed in the 
reign of Charles the Second, and what part of the 
ſum granted to the King for extraordinary expences 
might be applied to the ſame uſe, the article might 


not improperly be ſwelled with the vaſt expence 


incurred- by expeditions to the coaſt. of France; 
the chief, if not ſole, deſign of which ſeemed to 
be a diverſion in favour of the nation's allies in 
Germany, by preventing France from ſending ſuch 


numerous armies into that country as it could 


have ſpared, had not its ſea-coaſts required a con- 


ſiderable body of forces for its defence againſt the 


attempts of the Engliſh. Indeed the partiſans of 
the miniſtry were at great pains to ſuggeſt and in- 
culcate a belief, that the war in y was 
chiefly ſupported as a neceſſary diverſion in favour 
of Great-Britain and her plantations, which would 


have been expoſed to inſult and | invaſion, had 


not the enemy's forces been otherwiſe employed. 


But the abfurdity of this notion will at once 


to thoſe who conſider, that by this time 


cat-Britain was ſole miſtreſs of the ſea; / that rhe 
navy of France was almoſt ruined, and her com- 


ed; that the 


3 or mag ug grey 5 
Or lucceis, 


could not, with the leaſt pr 


hazard any expedition of conſcquence againſt Great- 


Britain, or any part of her dominions, while the 
ocean. was covered with ſuch powerful navies be- 


longing to that nation; and that if one third part 
of the money, annually ingulfed in the German 


vortex, had been employed in rams, the na- 


val forces of England, and thoſe forces properly 


exerted, not a fingle: cruiſer would have been able 


to ſtir from the harbours of France; all her colp- 
nies in the Weſt Indies would have fallen an 
caſy prey to the arms of Great- Britain; and, thus 
en y 1. Fut 
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muſt have been content to embrace ſuch terms of 


peace as the victor ſhould have thought proper to 1758. is 


XXXI. The funds eſtabliſhed by the committee 
of ways and means, in order to realiſe choſe articles 
of ſupply, conſiſted of the malt- tax the land-tax, at 
four ſhillings in 1 ſums remaining in the 
Exchequer produced from the ſinking fund, four 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, to be raiſed 
by annuities, at three pounds ten ſnillings per cent. 

r ann. and five hundred thouſand pounds by a 
— attended with annuities redeemable by 
Parliament, after the rate of three pounds per cent. 


per ann. theſe ſeveral annuities to be transferable at 


the Bank of England, and charged upon a'fund to 
be eſtabliſhed in this ſeſſion of Parliament ſor pay- 


ment thereof, and for which the ſinking fund ſhould 


be a collateral ſecurity one million, fix hundred 


* + f 8 * * ; * 
1 1 P | f { . f þ : 


ht nts e the nk o be of 
in a proportion not exceeding eight s to a prize; the s to | 
4 of ow} th blanks and 


e 
ree 2 cent. to commence from the firſt day 
ear thou 


towards raifing theſe five millions, with the caſhiers of the Bank, as a ſe- 
iy fan is th 


curity ure payments on the days appointed for that ole; that 
the ſeveral ſums ſo received by the zn ſhould be id 8 receipt 


of the Exchequer, to be applied from time to time to ſuch ſeryices as ſnould 
then have been voted by the Honſe of Commons in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and not otherwiſe ; that auy ſubſcriber, paying the whole- or any 
part of his ſubſcription previous to the days appointed for: the reſpective 

ſhould be allowed a diſcount, at the rate of three per cent. from 


6 * — . ” o 
the days of ſuch reſpoctive payments to the reſpeRive times on which ſuch, 
: - "4 > . * | paym ent? 


cut off from the reſources of commerce, ſhe CHAP: | 
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BOOK and ſix chouſand and ſeventy ſix pounds, five: ſhit. 
2 lings, one penny, one farthing, iſſued and applied 
2158, aut of ſuch — Veery or might ariſe from 
the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, and other revenues compo- 
ing the ſinking fund a tax of one ſhilling in the 
3 to be annually paid from all falaries, 
tees and perquiſites of offices and — 
3 payable out of any revenues belonging 
his Majeſty in Great- Britain, exceedling the 
yearly: value of one hundred pounds an impo- 
- fiioh of one ſtilling anually upon every dwell- 
mg-houſe inhabited within the kingdom of Great- 
Britain over and above all other duties already 
chargeable upon them, to commence from the fifth 
day of April an pers of ſfix-pence __ 
for every window or light im every dwelling- houſe 
inhabited in Britain whach ſhalb contain fifteen win 
dows or upwards; a continuation of certain acts 
near expiring, with reſpect to the duties payable on 
foreign ſail-cloth imported into Great-Britain, the 
exportation of Britiſh gun-powder, the ſecuring and 
encouraging the trade of his Majeſty's ſugar colo- 
nies in America, and the empowering the importers 
and proprietors of ſpirits from the Britiſh ſugar plan- 
tations to land them before payment of the duties of 
exciſe, and to lodge them in warehouſes at their 
own expenſt . an annual tax of forty ſhillingy for a 
licence to be taken out by every perſon trading in, 
felling, or vending gold or ſilver plate, in Iĩeu of the 
5 duty of fixpence per ounee on all ſilver plate, made 
= or wrought, or which: ought to be touched, aſſayed, 
| or marked in this kingdom, which duty now ceaſed 
and determined ceſſation of all draw-backs pay- 
able on the exportation of ſilver plate - a law prohi- 
biting all perſons ſrom ſelling, by retail, any ſweet ot 
made wines, without having firſt procured a licence 
. ̃ ——— 
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15 A e 5 loan N ll bills fon HE. 
0 5 an pounds, to, ged o *. 
granted in the: — * alen — 


ene Th os altes, amounted the. ſum 235. 
en ſeventy- nine thouſand, 6200 
1 an ee pounds, fix Fim, a 


C ing the mas ig ER five 
1 — 1 8 mrs f Do end two. hundre and 
ixty-fye ;pounds, illings, and Breach, 
t the' nation had reaſon. to hope that 1 urplus 
: yo 50 a million would n e 
2 ies in the next ſeſſion, des 
| ae ot guſe of Commons, whe 92 7 lait 
KNEW DO. ans the national. 9 15 72 5 
uncture, ſwelled to the, aſtoniſhin 1 Toa 
50 millions, three hundred and 9 
rh two. hundred. and. ten pounds, hineteen ſhil. 
1175 and ten-pence farthing ; a load chat UA 
ve cruſhed tbe national credit of e n 
in hriſtendom. 
CXXXIL. The liberality of the Parli | 
like the rock in the wilderneſs, Which flow! £4 
the welcome ſtream when touched by the. rod of 
Moſes,” The preſent ſupply which the Commons 
granted for the ſubſiſtence of the 5 MPR 
was, in purſuance of a meſſage from d 
Rk to the Houſe 0 Mr. Se 
gn 11 That the King had ordered 5 TD 


a e put again in motion, that it might 

Vigour againſt che common enemy, in conc 

bs his g rother and al „the King of-Pruſſiaz 
Bay the 5 and oo : ſie of the a e 
aving; rendered it inc e ROI 

5 8 til the further neceſſary, charge th ercof, 

8 as the more particulat meaſures then concerting 

effectual ſupport of his Pruſſian, Majeſty, = 
ho laid Sets Hh Houſe, bb King, relying. 

n the . zeal of bis faithful 4 = 

he 
1 888 ee 
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liberties of Europe againſt the dangerous deſigns bf 


4. France and her confederates, found himſelf, in the 


mean time, under the abfolure-neceſhity of recom. 
mending to 'the'Houfe" the ſpeedy conſideration o. 
ſucha preſent ſupply as might enable his Majeſty in 
this A ern e to ſubſiſt and keep dogether 
the ſaid army. This addreſs was no ſobner regited 

by the Speaker, than it was unanimouſly referred 
to the Committee of Supply, who gratified his Ma- 
Py wiſh ie reſo. * and, con- 
fidering their generous. diſpoſition, doubtteſs the 
fame compliance would have appeared, even though 
no mention had been made of the Ae reli. 
gion, which, to men of ordinaty penetration, ap- 
2 to have no natural derer the refer dl. 
pute between the belligerent powers, although former 
miniſters had often violently introduced it into meſ- 
N and pecches from the throne, in order to 
dazzle the eyes of the populace, even while they in- 
ſulted the underſtanding of thoſe who were capable 
of exercifing their own reaſon. This pretext was 
Vorn fo threadbare, that, among the ſenſible part of 
mankind, it could no longer be uſed without tncur- 
ring contempt and fidicule. In order to perſuade 
mankind that the Proteſtant 38h. 2586 was in danger, 
it would have been neceſſary to ſpecify the deſigns 
| 5 5 were formed T f. it, as well as the nature of 

e conſpiracy, and to deſcend to particulars, pro- 
Fin authenticated. In that caſe, great part of 


* 


urope would have been juftly alarmed. The 
tes-Creneral of the United Provinces, who, have 
made ſuch gloriqus and indefatigable efforts in ſup- 
rt of the Proteſtant. religion, would ſurely have 
tent an helping hand 8 its preſervation. © The 
Danes would not have ſtood tamely neutral, and 
feen the religion they prafeſt expoſed to the rage of 
ſuch a powerful confederagy, It is not to be 1ma- 
gined that the Swedes, who have ſo zealouſly main- 
tained the purity of the Proteſtant faith, would now 
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n 1  affociarion whoſe, aim was the ruin, of N 
RPE It is not, credible. that even the Hu Keg VID. 
rians, who profeſs the ſame faith, and other Pro- 58. 
teſtant States of the Empire, would enter ſo heartily \ 
into the intereſts of thoſe who. were bent upon its 

deſtruction ;, or that the Ruſſians would contribute oy 
- the aggrandiſement of the catholick faith and _ ww 

line, Io oppoſite to that of the Greek..church, ; 1 
ohh h they eſpouſe. As, therefore, no no particula "1 
of. oe Kay, was explained, no act of oppre 2 "Wt 

towards any Proteſtant State or 7 de Prone 1 
1 thoſe that were exerciſed, b Pee C 
themſelves; and as the Court of Vienna cas = 
diſavowed any. ſuch deſign, in che moſt ſolemn man- Fad 
ner, the unprejudiced part of mankind will. be apt 1; 
to conclude that the cr 4 Por religion was uſed; as in 
form rmer times, to arouſe, alarm, and inflame ; nor 

aL the artifice prove altogether unſucceſsful. - Not- 
wi ithſtanding the general lukewarmth of the ag 
matters of religion, it produced conſiderable 00 | 
among the fanatick ſectaries that ſwarm 1 
the Kingdom of England. The leaders of 
blind enthuſiaſts, either actuated by the ſpirit of 
deluſion, or defirous of recommending themſelves 
to the protection of the higher powers, immediately 
ſeized the hint, expatiating vehemently ap. the dan- 
ger that . over God's people; and exert- 

ing all their faculties to W 0 the belief of a reli, 
ious war, which never fails to exaſperateand impel 

he minds of men to ſuch deeds of cruelty and re- 

| venge as muſt diſcredit all religion, and even diſ- 
grace humanity, The ſignal truſt and confidence 
which the Parliament of England repoſed in the 
King, at this juncture, was in nothing more con- 
ſpicuous than in leaving to the Crown the unlimited 
application of the ſum granted for augmenting the 
— of the judges. In the reign of King WII. 
| liam, when the act of ſettlement was paſſed, the 
3 jealous of the influence which the Crown, 
40 145 by. might 1 
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BOOK. might acquire” over the Judges, Provided, by an 


% 


1758. 


expreſs clauſe of that act, that the commiſſions of 
the Judges ſhould' ſubſiſt 'quamdiu ſe bent geſſerint, 
and that their ſalafies ſhould be eftabliſhed :'bur 
now, we find a ſam of money granted for the aug- 


mentation of their ſalaxies, and the Crown veſted 


mat allies, that n the elevent 
eluded anew treaty of convention with his Pruſſian 


op 


this augmertation: a ſtretch of complaiſance;w 
how fate Toever it may appear during the reigh of 
Prince famed for integrity and moderation, will 
33 one day be conſidered as a very dangerous 
:ceſſion'to the prerogative. e 
S XXXIII. So fully perſuaded were the miniſtry, 
that the Commons would chearfully enable chem to 
pay what ſubſidies they might 5 to their Ger- 
of Aptil they con- 


with a'difcretiohaty power to proportion and apply | 
155 
of a 


Majeſty, which, tfat it might have the fitmet con- 


ſiſtence, and the greater authority, was, on the pt 


of Great- Britain, tranſacted and figned by alms 


adminiſtration'®. This rreary, which was kerle 
Weſtminſter, imported, © That the contracking 


powers having mutually reſolyed to continue their 


wiche; 


atfforts for the reciprocal defence and ſecurity, for 


the recovery of their poſſeſſions, the protection of 


heir allies, and the 4 wp of the liberties of the 
ritannick Majeſty had, from 
_ theſe conſiderations, determined to grant to his 


Germanick body, his 


Pruſſian Majeſty an immediate ſuccour in money, 


as being the moſt ready and the moſt efficacious 33 
and their Majeſties having judged it proper that 


_ * Theſe were, Sir Robert Henley, Lord of the Great Seal 
Earl of Granville, Prefident of the Council ; mas Holles Duke 
caſtle, Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; Robert Earl of Hol- 

dernaſle, one of the principal Secretaries of State; Philip Earl of Hard- 

i William Pitt, Eſq; another of the principal Secretaries of 
the name and on the 1 of his Pruſſian Majeſty, the —— 


5 


1 — — of — hls Privy — of Embaſſy, nd 
1 tent at the court of London Lovis Michel 
. 6 Charge . Ar : * ; ans Foe 


es > thereupon 


A 


rivy=counfſellors who had any ſhare itt the 
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thereapho a convention ſhould be made, ſor de- CHAR; 
claring and fixing their intentions upon this head, v 
they had nominated and authoriſed their reſpective 9 
miniſters, ho, after having mag, fre ans 5 
full powers to one yrs; eed to the following 
* :—The ys Nw 7 mg tt engaged 
to pay in the city of London, to ſuch perſon as 
ſhould be authoriſed to receive it by his Pruffian 
Majeſty, the ſum of four millions of German crowns, 
amounting to fix hundred and ſeventy. thouſand 
pouhds ſterling, to be paid at once, and in ane 

u hole ſum, immediately after the exchange of rati- 
fications, upon being demanded by his Pruſſtan 
Majeſty. This prince, on his part, obliged himſef 
i apply that ſum to the maintaining and augment- 

forces, which ſhould act in the beſt manner 
4 — of the common cauſe;;. and: for the | 

purpoſe of reciprocal defence and mutual ſecurity, | 
prope by their | faid Majeſties. Moreover, the 

1 parties engaged not to conclude 
any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, nor any 
other ſort of convention or agreement; with: the 
powers engaged in the preſent war, but in concert 
and by mutual agreement, wherein both ſhould be : 
nominally comprehended. Finally, it was ſtipulated. = 
that this Semen are thould be ratified, and the rati- ä = 
fications exchanged on both ſides, within the term Lit 
of fix weeks, to be computed from the re oh | 1 
ing this preſent convention, or ſooner, if poſſible. | | 

$ XXXIV. All the reſolutions to which the c 
mittee of ways and means agreed were executed | tp 

bills, or clauſes in bills, which afterwards received 7 
the royal ſanction. The militia ſtill continued to be TB 
an object of parliamentary care and attention: but 
the inſtitution was not yet heartily . embraced, be- 
cauſe ſeemingly diſcountenanced by the remnant of 
the old miniſtry, which ſtill: maintained a * 4 
place in the late coalition, and indeed almoſt ly 


— the diſtribution of penſions hs 
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BOOK The Commons having preſented-an addreſs to his 
I. Majeſty, with reſpect to thei harbour of Milford- 
RY haven, a book of plans and eſtimates for fortifying 

that harbour was laid before the Houſe, and a com- 
mittee appointed to examine the particulars. They 
were of opinion that the mouth of the harbour was 
too wide to admit of any fortification, or effectual 
defence ; but that the paſſage called Nailand- point, 
lying higher than Hubberſtone- road, might be for- 
tified, ſo as to afford ſafe riding and protection to 
the trade and navy of Great-Britain : that, if it 
935 ſhould be thought proper hereafter to eſtabliſh a 
| and dock for building and equipping fleets at 
ilford, no place could, the ſituation, nature, 
| foil, anda general concurrence of all neceffary local 
. | circumſtances, be more fitted for ſuch a defign : 
| that if a proper uſe were made of this valuable 
though long-neglected harbour, the diſtreſsful de- 
lays too often embarraſſing and diſappointing the 
nation in her naval operations, might be, Ip. 
meaſure, happily removed, to the infinite relief and 
enlargement of-the kingdom in the means of im- 
ving ats naval force; the neceſſary progreſs and 
execution of which was now ſo unhappily and 
frequently reſtrained and fruſtrated, by the want of 
a harbour like that of Milford-haven, framed by 
nature with ſuch local advantages. This report 
appeared to be ſo well ſu ed by evidence, that a 
bill was framed, and paſſed into an act, for grant- 
ing ten thouſand pounds towards carrying on the 
works for fortifying and ſecuring the harbour of 
Milford in the county of Pembroke. Other laws 
of national conſequence were enacted, in the courſe 
of this ſeſſion, with little or nd oppoſition. On 
the very firſt day of their fitting, * may 
received a petition from, the mayor, magiſtrates, 
merghants, and inhabitants of Liverpool, complain- 
ing of the high price of wheat, and other grain; 
ne their apprehenſion that it would conti- 
311 _ nue 
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nue to riſe, unleſa the time for: the importation of CHAP. | 


foreign corn, duty-free, ſnould be prolonged, or 
ſome other ſalutary meaſure taken by Parliament, 
to prevent dealers from engroſſing corn; ſubmitti 

to the wiſdom. of the Houſe a total ee. 
diſtilling and exporting grain while the high price 


ſhould continue; praying they would take the pte- 


miſes into conſideration, and grant a ſeaſonable 
relief to the petitioners, by a continuanee of a free 
importation, and taking ſuch other effectual means 
to reduce the growing - price of corn as to them 
ſhould ſeem neceſſary and expedient. This being 
an urgent caſe; that equally intereſted the humanity 
of the legiſlature and the manufactures of the king- 
dom, it was deliberated upon, and diſcuſſed with 
remarkable diſpatch. In a few days a bill was pre- 
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pared;. paſſed through both Houſes, and _ enacted 


into a law; continuing till the twenty- fourth day of 


December, in the preſent year, the three acts of 


laſt ſeſſion; for prohibiting the exportation of corn; 
for prohibiting the diſtillation: of ſpirits; and for 


De the importation of corn, duty- free. K 
ſecond 


w.was eſtabliſhed, regulating the price and 
aſſtze of bread, and ſubjecting to ſevere penalties 
thoſt WhO ſhould be concerned in its adulteration; 
In conſequence of certain reſolutions taken in a 
committee of the whole Houſe; a bill was preſented 
tor eee the pay ment of the bounty upon the 
exportation of corn, unleſs ſold at a lower price than 
is allowed in an act paſſed in the firſt year of the reign 
of William and Mary: but this bill, after having 
been read a ſecond time, and committed, was ne- 
glectedʒ and proved abortive. 8 | 
 $XXXYV. In confequence of a motion made by 
Mr. Grenville; a humane bill was prepared: and 


brought in for the encouragement of ſeamen em- 


ployed in the royal navy, eſtabliſhing a regular 
method for the punRual, frequent, and ceftain, pay- 
ment of their wages; enabling them more eaſily 

You. IV. R FN 
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BOOK and readily to remit money for the ſu of their 
III. wives and families, and . e frauds and 
Th 


175 


1 


the attendance of the members mentioned in their 


allowed, prepared, and paſſed into a law; though 


formed by their 1 what grounds, or 
ir ſhi 


hend moved for leave to bring in a new bill, to ex- 
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abuſes attending ſuch payments. is bill, having 
paſſed the Lower Houſe, engaged in a very parti. 
cular: manner the attention ot the Lords, Who, by 
divers meſſages to the Houſe of Commons, defired 
the attendance of ſeveral members. Theſe meſſages 
being taken into conſideration, ſeveral precedents 
were recited; a debate aroſe about their formality, 
and the Houſe unanimouſly reſolved that a meſſage 
ſhould be ſent to the Lords, acquainting them that 
the Houſe of Commons, not being 1 in- 


23 3. S8 828 9 8 


for what purpbſes, thei ps defired the Houſe 
would give leave to ſuch of their members as were 
named in the ſaid meſſages to attend the Houſe of 
Lords, in order to be examined upon the ſecond 
reading of the bill, the Commons hoped their Lord- 
ſhips would make them acquainted with their in- 
tention. The Lords, in anſwer to this intimation, 
gave the Commons to underſtand, that they deſired 


meſſages, that they might be examined as witneſſes 
upon the ſecond reading of the bill. This explana- 
tion being deemed ſatisfactory, the members attend- 
ed the Houſe of Lords, where they were carefully 
and fully examined, as perſons converſant in ſea- 
affairs, touching the inconveniencies which had for- 
merly attended the ſea-ſervice, as well as the reme- 
dies now propoſed : and the bill having paſſed 
through their Houſe, though not without warm 
oppoſition, was enacted into a law by his Majeſty's 
aſſent. The militia- act, as it paſſed in the Jaſt ſeſ. 
ſion, being found upon trial defective, Mr. Townſ- 


plain, amend, and enforce- it: this was accordingly 
it did not ſeem altogether free from material objec- 


tions, ſome of which were of an alarming nature. 
E 5 alle 


» - 


Hare er ne 008 
the power veſted by law in the Crown over the CHAP. 

militia, is even more independent than that which it 
exerciſes over the ſtanding army: for this laſt expires 1558. 
at the end of the year, if not continued by a new 

act of Parliament; whereas the militia is ſubjected 

to the power of the Crown for 15 term of five years, 

during which it may be called out into actual ſer- 

vice without conſent of Parliament, and conſequently 
employed for ſiniſter purpoſes. A commiſſion- 

officer in the militia may be detained, as ſubject to 

the articles of war, until the Crown ſhall allow the 
militia to return to their reſpective pariſhes ; and 

thus engaged, he is liable to death as a mutineer, 

or deſerter, ſhould he refuſe to appear in arms, and 

fight in ſupport of the worſt meaſures of the worſt 
miniſter. Several merchants and manufacturers of 

filk, offered a petition, repreſenting, that in con- 
ſequence of the act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, allowi 

the importation of fine organzine Italian thrown fill 

till the firſt day of December, in the year one thou- 

ſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven, they had given 

orders to their correſpondents abroad to ſend large 
quantities of ſuch filk through Germany to Ham- 

" h and Holland, e be the e e ee 

of things, might probably have arrived in London 
before the Ne ired, if their carriage had not been 
re by the great rains and inundations in 

taly and Germany, in the months of Auguſt and 
September laſt, which rendered the roads for many 
weeks impaſſable: that from unlucky accidents on 
ſhore, and ſtorms and contrary winds after the filk 
was ſhipped, it could not poſſibly arrive within the 
time limited by the act; and unleſs it ſhould be 
admitted to an entry, they, the petitioners, would 
be great ſufferers, the manufacturers greatly preju- 
diced, and the good end and purpoſe of the act in 
a great meaſure truſtrated : they, therefore, prayed 
leave to bring in a bill for allowing the introduc- 
tion of all ſuch fine Italian organzined filk as ſhould 
1 | 


EB, appear 
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appear to have been ſhipped in Holland and Ham- 
burgh for London, on or before the firſt day of 
December. The petition being referred to a com- 
mittee, which reported that theſe allegations were 
true, the Houſe complied with their requeſt, and 
the bill having paſlgd, was enacted into a law in 
the uſual form. A ſpeedy paſſage was likewiſe 
granted to the mutiny bill, and the other annual 
meaſure for regulating the marine forces, Which 
contained nothing new or extraordinary. A com- 


mittee being appointed to enquire what laws were 


already expired, or near expiring, they performed 
this difficult taſæ with indefatigable patience and 
perſeverance; and, in purſuance of their reſolutions, 
three bills were prepared and paſſed into laws, con- 


tinuing ſome acts tor a certain time, and rendering 


: 
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Among ſthoſe rendered perpetual, we find an add of the 0 and 1ath 
, Charles II. ſor preventing theft and rapine,, An act of the pth of 
George 1. for puniftung perſous going armed in diſguiſe. A clauſe in the 
ad ol the th of George I. to prevent the breaking down the bank vf any 
river; and anotker clauſe in the ſaid act, to prevent the treacherous cut- 
5105 of bop-binds. Severah, clauſes in an act of the zoth- of George 11, for 
puniſhing: perſons ſetting om fire any mine, &e. Ihe temporary part of 
528 of the 20th of Heorge ll. for taking away; the hereditary juriſdictions 
of Scotland, relating to the power of appealing to circuit courts. or 


continued were, I. An act of the T2th of George Illi for granting liberty 
e 


e 
ment of duties, until the twenty- ninth of September, one thouſand 2 


rry ſugare, &c. until che twenty-minth Septeniber, in year one thou- 
Kind ſeven hundred and Aixty four, and to the end of the, next ſeſſion of 
Purliameiit. II. An act of the 5th of George Il. to prevent frauds by bank- 
5 &c. for the ſame period. III. An act of the 8th of George II- 

r encouraging the importation of naval ſtores, &e- for the ſame period. 
TV. An act of the Igth of George II. for preventing frands in the 'admea- 
ſurement of coals, &c. until June 24, 1759; 5 this was added, 2 
bag gre clauſe for preventing the ſtealing or deſtroying of madder roots. 
V. An act of the gth of 'George II. for encouraging Ke manufacture of 
Beitifly fail-cloth until the ewenty-ninth of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fixty-four, VI. An act of the gqth: of George II. granting 
an allowance upon Britiſh made gunpowder, for the ſame period. In. An 
act of the ath of George II. for encouraging the trade of tor fone colomes, 
until the twenty-ninth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty- 
one. And, VIII. fo much of the act of the 15th and r6th of George II. to 
empower the importers of rum, &c. as relates to landing it before th ay- 


-kundred and lixty-four. ©. 


$ XXXVI. 
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+6 XXXVI, The Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and CHAP: | 


Commons of the city of London; in common- coun- 
cil affembled; having draun up a petition to the 
Houſe of Commons, alleging that the toll upon 
loaded veſſels, or other craft, paſſing through the 
arches of London- bridge, granted by a former act, 
paſſed in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred. and 
fifty, for improving, widening, and enlarging the 
paſſage both under and over the ſaid bridge, was 
altogether precarious, and inſuffic ĩent to defray the 
expenſe, including that of a temporary wooden 
bridge already erected; and praying that a bill might 
be prepared, for explaining and rendering that act 
eſfectual; a committee was appointed to examine 
the contents, and a bill brought in according to their 
requeſt. | This, however, was oppoſed by a petition 
from ſeveral perſons, owners of barges, and other 
craft navigating the river Thames, who affirmed, 
that if the bill Id paſs into a law as it then ſtood, 
it would be extremely injurious to the petitioners in 

irticular, and to the publick in general. Theſe 


— 
1758. 


— 


were heard by their counſel before the committee, 


dut no report was yet given, when the temporary 
bridge was reduced to aſhes. Then the Mayor, 


Aldermen, and Commons of London preſented an- 


other petition, alleging, that, in puriuance of the 
ers veſted in them by act of — they 

ad already demoliſhed a good number of the houſes 
on London- Bridge, and directed the reſt that were 
ſtanding tobe taken down with all convenient expe+ 


Q 


dition, that two af the arches might be laid into one 


for the improvement of the navigation; that they 
had, at a very great expenſe, erected a temporary 
wooden bridge, to preſerve a publick paſſage to and 
from the city, until the great arch could be fmiſhed, 
which temporary bridge being conſumed by fire, 
they muſt rebuild it with the greateſt expedition, 
at a further conſiderahle expence: that the ſum 


neceſſary for carrying 1 2 completing this 2 


* 
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BOOK and uſeful work, including the rebuilding of the 
\ DE aid temporary bridge, was eſtimated at fourſcoro 
1758. thouſand pounds: and as the improving, widening, 


and enlarging London-Bridge, was calculated fur 
the general good of the publick; for the advance- 
ment of trade and commerce, and for making the 
navigation upon the river Thames more ſafe and; 
fecure ; they, therefore, prayed the Houſe to take 
the premiſes into conſideration. This petition be- 
ing recommended by his Majeſty to the conſide- 


ration of the Houſe, was referred to the Committee 


of Supply, and produced the reſolution of granting 
fifteen thouſand pounds towards the rebuilding of 
London Bridge. A bill was beer re the 
title of an act to improve, ' widen, and enlarge the 
paſſage over and through London- Bridge, enforcing 
the payment of the toll impoſed upon loaded veſſels, 
which had been found extremely burthenſome to 
trade; but this incumbrance was prevented by 
another petition of ſeveral merchants, tradeſmen, 
and other inhabitants of the borough of Southwark, 
taking notice of the fiſteen thouſand pounds granted 


towards the repair of London- Bridge, and, as they 


were informed, intended to make the ſaid bridge 


free for all his Majeſty's ſubjects: they ſaid they 


hoped to partake of this publick bounty; but after- 
wards hearing that the biſl then depending was con- 


faid bridge, they repreſented the hardſhips which 


fined to the tolls formerly granted for: repairin ich | 


they and all-traders would continue to labour under 


they alleged, that the ſurveyors and-warkmen; then 
employed upon this work, had diſcovered: the true 
1 on which the bridge was built; that the 


oundation of the piers conſiſted of hard durable | 


ſtone, well cemented: together, and now as ſtrong 
and firm as when firſt built; that when; the bridge 


ſhould be finiſhed, great ſavings would be made in 

keeping it in repair, from the ſums formerly cx- 

pended, on a miſtaken opinion, that che foundation 
. | Jt. was 
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was of wood: that there were very conſiderable eſtatea CHAT: 


pointed. ſolely for the repairs of the bridge, which, 
9 — would be ſufficient to maintain it 
without any toll: or if they ſhould not be thought 
adequate to that purpoſe, they hoped the deficiency 
would not be made up by a toll upon trade and 
commerce, but rather by an impoſition on coaches, 
chariots, chaiſes, and ſaddle-horſes. This remon- 
ſtrance made no impreſſion on the Houſe. The hill 
being, on a motion of Sir John Philips, read a third 
wy = through both Houſes, and obtained the 
Rr. Deen 
S XXXVII. The intereſt of the manufactures 
was alſo conſulted in an act encouraging the growth 
of madder, a plant eſſentially neceſſary in dying and 
printing callicoes, which may be raiſed in land 
without the leaſt inconvenience. It was judged, 
upon enquiry, that the moſt effectual means to en- 
courage the growth of this commodity would be to 
aſcertain the tithe of it; and a bill was brought in 
for that purpoſe. The rate of the tithe was eſta- 
bliſhed at five ſhillings an acre; and it was enacted, 


that this law ſhould continue in force for fourteen 


years, and to the end of the next ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment; but wherefore this encouragement was made 
temporary it is not eaſy to determine. The laws 
e- to the poor, though equally numerous and 
oppreſſi 


ve to the ſubject, having been found defective, 


a new clauſe, relating to the ſettlement of ſervants 
and apprentices, was now added to an act paſſed in 
the twentieth year of the preſent reign, intituled, 
An act for th 

recovery of the wages of certain ſervants, and of 
certain apprentices. No countty in the univerſe 
can produce ſo many laws made in behalf of the 
poor as thoſe that are daily accumulating in England: 
in no other country is there ſo much money raiſed 
for their ſupport; by oe charity, as well as 


publick taxation: yet as much as any country 
70 0α⁰e | R 4 | ſ 


1warms 


1758. 


e better adjuſting and more eaſily 
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ſr" OK ſwarms with vagrant 8, and aeenhowith ob- 


Me — 
* 


jects of e diſtre "Ty — ſign either of miſ- 
conduct in the legiſlature, or a ſhameful relaxation 
in the executive part of the civil adminiftration.— 
The ſcenes of corruption, perjury, riot; and intem- 

rance, which every election for a member of Par- 
— had lately produced, were now. groun ſo 
infamouſly open and intolerable; and che right of 
voting was rendered ſo obſcure' and perplexed by 
the pretenſions and proceedings of allthe candidates 
for Oxfordſmire in the laſt election, that the funda- 


mentals of the conſtitution ſeemed to make, and 


the very eſſence of Parliaments to be in danger. 
Axtuated by theſe apprehenſions, Sir John Philips; 
a gentleman of Wales, ho had long diſtinguiſhod 
himſelf in the oppoſition; by his courage and inde- 
Bade ſpirit, moved for leave to bring in a bill that 

ould obviate any doubts which tight ariſe con. 
cerning the electors of knights of the thire ro; ferve 
in Parliament for England, and further regulate rhe 
proceedings of fuch e ections. He was accordingiy 


permitted to bring in ſuch à bill, in conjunctiun 


with Mr. Townſhend, Mr. Cornwall; and Lords 
Debate Carysfort; and in the uſual" courſe; the 


N was cnacted into a law; under 
, the ee 


over and above all rents and! 


An act for further explaining the laws 
ing the; electors of kniglus of the fhire to 
in Parliament ow that part of 'Grear-Britzzn 


called England. The preamble ſpecified, That 


2 2 an act paſs in the eighteenth year. oi 
the preſent reign, it was provided, that no perſon 
might vote at the election of a knight or knights 


af a ſhire: within England and Wales, without 


having a freehold eſtate, in the county fur which he 
votes, of the clear yearly. value of forty ſhillings, 


charges, payable out 
of or in reſpect to the ſame: nevertheleſs, certain 


perſons, who hold their eſtates by copy of court roll, 
pr 252 eee and have, at certain 
| _ 


AAS BIOMR GD T1 


times, preſumed to vote at ſuch elections: this act, be Mi 


therefore, ordained; that from and aſter the rw 
ninth day of June, in the preſent year, no perſon 
who holds his eſtate by copy of court- roll fhould 
be intitled thereby to vote at the election of any 
— t or knights of a ſhire within England or 
$; but every ſuch vote ſhould be void; and 
the perſon ſo voting ſhould forfeit :fifty pound ta 
any candidate for whom ſuch vote ſhould not 
been given, and who ſhould firſt ſue-for'the ſame; 


to be recovered with full coſts, by action of debt, 


in any court of icature . So far the act, thus 
ocured, may be attended with ſalutary conſe- 
fee but, in all probability, the intention of 
firſt movers and patrons was not fully anſwe 
E as no proviſion was made for 
— of et e. 


” 2 855 XVIII. Among the b 

— 5 courſe of this ſe 9 — turned on _ 
great conſequence to the community. 

dae Mr. Thomas Gore, and Mr., Charles 
end, were ordered by che Houſe to 


«Fil for the ſpeedy and al recruiting his Ma- 


land forces and marines, which was no more 
than a tranſcript of the tem act paſſed in the 
precedi ng leſſion unter the title 3 Fon, the: _ 


3% 
, 


For the eee ibs deten, eee _ 
R ſuch action might only ſet forth, in the declaration or bill, that 
the defendant was indebted to Him in the ſum of fift , alleging 
the offerice for which the ſuit ſhould be brought, and that the defendant 
ag acted, contrary to this act, without entioni the wu of —— 
Parliament, or the return "thereof and, upon of any iſſue, 
F ſhould not be obliged. to prove the writ, of ſuramons to Parlia 

return erpats, any warrant, or authority tp the ſher 
pon _— ſuch writ; that every ſuch action ſhould be commenced within 

Mi nin the 1 or he e r 
a + or be n e given 
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ions of the ſame nature 
have been as juſtly ſtarted againſt another bill, 
forꝭ the more eee eee of his Majeſty's 
navy, for preventing 

and encouragement of ſeamen belonging to ſhips 
and —_ — ſervice of the 3 The 
purport &' was to eſtabliſn regiſters or 
muſter- rolls of —— fiſhermen, lightermen, 
and watermen; obliging ſhip-maſters to leave ſub- 
ſeribed liſts of their reſorting crews at offices main. 
tained for that purpoſe, that a certain number 


of them might be choſen by lot for his Majeſty's 


ſervice, in aniy caſe of emergency. This 
however, was rejected, as an unneceſſary 1 
effectual incumbrance on commerce, whic g 
ä TH ina little time, diminiſh the 
of ſeamen, of conſequence act — 
3 to the 1 for which it was contriv 
rauds having been committed, and 
inceſſant — agar. by -private and clan- 
deſtine conveyances, a motion was made, and leave 


given, to form a bill for the public regiſtering of 


all deeds conveyances, wills, and other incum- 
brances, that might affect any honours, manours, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, within the 
kingdom of England, wherein publick regiſters 
were not already appointed by act of Parliament: 
—.— . 2 mn 

eſſion perty, met with a violent 
t e e as ſome 


People 
imagine, through the influence of thoſe who, per- 


haps, - had particular reaſons ſor countenane ing 
the preſent myſterious forms of conveyanci 
Such a bill muſt alſo have been diſagreeable a 
ati to the pride of thoſe landholders whoſe 


h a regiſter, every mort under [which t 
lucha WO ery mortgage gre 


ſome-prejudice to the 


ſertion, and for the relief 


neceſſary to the aſcertainment | 


eſtates were incumbered, becauſe, in conſequence of | 


bi 
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ject to which the Houſe converted its attention, 
was a bill explaining and amending a late act for 
eſtabliſhing a fiſh-· market in the city of Weſtmin- 
ſter, and preventing ſcandalous 2 of a few 
engroſſing fiſhmongers, whO impoſed exorbitant 
prices on their fiſh, and, in this particular branch 
of traffic k, gave law to above ſix hundred thouſand 
of their fellow - citizens. Abundance of pains was 
taken to render this bill effectual, for putting an end 
to ſuch flagrant impoſition. Enquiries were made, 
petitions read, counſel: heard, and alterations pro- 


ſed: at length the bill, having paſſed through the 


ower Houſe, was conveyed to the Lords, among 
whom it was: ſuffered do expire, on pretence that 
there, was nat time ſufhcient to deliberatt maturely 
on the n N= 6 E Rü 
S XXX 


bill which miſcarricd we ſhall explain, as an incident 


equally. extraordinary and intereſting. By an act 
fled in the preceding ſeſſion, for recruiting his 
ajeſty's land-forces and marines, we have al- 
8 obſerved, that the commiſſioners thereby ap- 
pointed were veſted with a power of judging ulti- 


** 


laboured would; be exactly known. The next ob. 92 
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X. The occaſion that produced the next 


mately, whether the perſons brought before them 


were ſuch as ought, by the rules preſcribed in the 
act, to be impreſſed into the ſervice: for it was ex- 
preſsly provided, that no perſon, ſo impreſſed by 
thoſe commiſſioners, ſhould be taken out of his 
Majeſty's ſeryice by anꝝ proceſs, other than for ſome 


criminal accuſation. During the receſs of Parlia- 
ment, a gentleman having been 2 before the 
avoy, his friends 


commiſſioners, and confined in the 
made application for a habeas- corpus, which pro- 
duced ſome heſitation, and indeed an inſurmountable 
difficulty : for, according to the ;writ of habeas- 
corpus, paſſed in the reign of Charles the Second, 


this privilege relates only to perſons committed for 


criminal or ſuppoſed criminal matters, and the gen, | 


tleman 
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| HED tleman did not ſtand in that predicament. Before 
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the queſtion could be determined he was diſcharged, 
in conſequence of an application io the Scbevkary at 
War; but the nature of the eaſe plainly painted out 

a defect in che act, ſtemingly of the moſſ dangerous 
— to the liberty of the ſub jest. In order 
to remeqy this defect, a bill. for giving a Moro peedy 
relief to the ſubject / pon the writ of habeas-corpus, 
was prepared, and preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
mons;*which''formed itſelf iht a committee, and 
made ſeveral amend ments. It imported, that the 
ſeveral proviſions made in the aforeſaid-act; paſſed 
in the reign of Charles II. for the awarding of writs 
of habeas corpus, in caſes of commitment or de- 
tainer ſor any eriminal or ſuppoſed criminal matter, 
Mould, in like manner, extend to all caſes where any 
perſon, not being committed or detained ſor any 
criminal or ſuppoſed criminal matter, ſhould be con- 
fined, or reſtrainedſof his or her liderty; under any 
colour or pretence wharſoever t- that, upon oath 


made by ſuch + ak ſo confined or reſtrained, or by 
18 


any other on his or her behalf, of any actual con- 
ſmement or reſtraint, and that ſuch confineinetit or 
reſtraint, to the beſt of the knowledge and belief of 
the perſon ſo applying, was not by virtue. of any 
commitment or detainer for any criminal ar 
poſed eriminal matter, an habeas- corpus, directed to 
the perſon or perſons ſo confining or reſtraining the 
party, as aforeſaid, ſnould be awarded and granted, 
in the ſame manner as is directed, and under the 
ſame penalties as are provided b the ſaid act in the 
caſe-of perſons committed and detained ſor any cri 


minab or ſuppoſed criminal matter: that the perſon 


or perſons before whom the party ſo confined or 


reſtrained ſhould be brought, by virtue of any ha- 


beas- corpus granted in the Vacation- time, under the 


authority of this act, might and Ihould, Within three 


days after the return made, proceed to gatnine into 
che wo contained in ſuch return, and into Men. 


of 


„ eluted deat dt . ; 


Satt 


of ſuch confinement and reſtraint: and thereupon 
either diſcharge, or bail, or remand the parties ſo 
brought, as the caſe ſhould require, and as to juſtice 
ſhould appertain. The reſt of the bill related to 
the return of the writ in three days, and the penal 
ties incurred by thoſe ho ſhould neglect or refuſe 
to make the due return, or to comply with any other 
clauſe of this regulation. The Commons ſeemed 
hearty in rearing” up this additional buttreſs to the 
liberty of their fellow- ſubjects, and paſſed the bill 
vuith the moſt laudable alacrity: but in the Houſe 
of Lords ſuch a» great number of objections was 
ſtarted, chat it ſunk at the ſecond reading, and the 
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Judges were ordered to prepare a bill for the ſame 


e to be laid before that Houſe in the next 
aan ene tg At abbot e 


NI. His Majeſty having recommended tlie 


care of the Foundling-Hoſpital to the Houſe of 


Commons, which chearfully granted forty thouſand 
pounds for the ſupport of that CINE 
annual expence of it appeared worthy of further.con- 
ſideration, and leave was granted to bring/ina bilt, 
for obliging all the pariſhes of England and Wales 
to keep (regiſters of all their deaths, births, and 
marriages, that from theſe a fund might be raiſed 
— 2 ſupport of the ſaid hoſpital. The bill 


was accordingly prepared by a committee appointed 


for the purpoſe: but before the Houſe could take 
the report into conſideration, the eee e 
rogued. The proprietors of the privateer the 


Antigallican, which had taken à rich French ſhip 


homeward- bound from China, and carried her into 
Cadiz, where the Spaniſh government had wreſted 
her by violence from the captors, and delivered her 
to the French owners, now preſented a patition to 
the Houſe of Commons, complaining of this inter- 
eee as an act of partiality and injuſtice; repre- 
nting the great expenſe at which the privateer had 
been equipped, the legality of che capture, the * 
110 8 | 
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tained, an 


imploring ſuch relief as the Houſe 


ſhould think requiſite. Though theſe allegations 


were ſupported by a ſpecies of evidence that ſeemed 
ſtrong and convincing. and it might be thought in- 
cumbent on the Parliament to vindicate the honour 
of the nation, when thus inſulted by a foreign Power, 
the Houſe, upon this occaſion, treated the petition 
with the moſt mortify ing neglect, either giving little 
credit to the aſſertions it contained, or unwilling to 
take any ſtep which inight at this juncture embroil 
the nation with the court of Spain on ſuch a frivolous 
ſubject. True it is, the Spaniſh government al- 
— in their own juſtification, that the prize was 

under the guns of Corunna, inſomuch that the 
ſhot. fired by the privateer entered that place, and 


damaged ſome houſes : but this allegation was 


never properly ſuſtained, and the prize was cer- 


tainly condemned as legal by the Court of Admi- 


S XII. As we have already given a detail of the 


trial of Sir John Mordaunt, it will be unneceſſary 


late any circumſtances of that affair, ex- 


5 f 
cept ſuch: as relate to its connexion with the pro- 


dceedings of Parlament. In the beginning of this 


ſeſſion, Lord Barrington, as Secretary at War, in- 


formed the Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, that 
Lieutenant-General Sir. John Mordaunt, a member 
of that Houſe, was in arreſt for diſobedience of his 
Majeſty's orders, while employed on the late expe= 


dition to the coaſt of France. The Commons im 


mediately reſolved, That an addreſs ſhould be pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty, returning him the thanks of 


this Houſe for his gracious me of that day, in 
the communication he had been pleaſed to of 
the reaſon for putting Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Mordaunt in arreſt. Among the various objects of 
commerce that employed the attention of the Houſe, 
one of the moſt conſiderable was the trade to _ 
„ i 2 C 
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cbaſt of Africa, for the protection of which an an- 
nual ſum had been granted for ſome years, to be 
expended in the maintenance and repairs of caſtles 
and factories. While a committee was employed in 
peruſing the accounts relating to the ſum granted in 
the preceding ſeſſion for this purpoſe, a petition from 
the committee of the African company, recom· 
mended in a meſſage from his Majeſty, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, ſoliciting further aſſiſtance for 


the enſuing year. In the mean time, a remonſtrance 
was offered by certain plantbrs and merchants, inn 


tereſted in and trading to the Britiſh ſugar colonies 
in America, alleging that the price of negroes was 
eatly advanced ſince the ſorts and ſettlements on 
e coaſt of Africa had been under the direction of 
the committee of the company of merchants trading 
to that coaſt; a circumſtance that greatly diſtre 
and alarmed the petitioners, prevented the cultiva- 
tion of the Britith colonies; and was à great derri- 
ment to the trade and navigation of the kingdom: 
that this misfortune, they believed, was in ſome 
meaſure owing to the ruinous ſtate and condition of 
the forts and ſettlements: that, in their opinion; the 
moſt effectual method for — ths intereſt 
of that trade on a reſpectable footing, next to that 
of an incorporated joint- ſtock company, would be 
putting thoſe forts and ſettlements under the ſole 
direction of the commiſſioners for trade and planta- 
tions: that the preſervation or ruin of the American 
ſugar colonies went hand in hand with that of the 


Nave trade to Africa : that, by an act | vamp in the 
fry 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and for ex- 
tending and 3 4. trade, the Britiſh ſab 
jects were debarred 


merchandize in the forts and ſettlements on the 


coaſt: they, therefore, prayed that this part of the 
be 6 all com 4 — 


act might be repealed; that all commanders of Bri. 
tiſh and American veſſels, free merchants; and all 
other his Majeſty's ſubjects, who: were ſettled, 1 
. | | >. + "Mgr: 
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BO don might at any time thereaſter ſettle in Africa, ſhould 
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have free liberty, from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet, to enter 
the forts and ſettlements, and to depoſit thęir goods 


and merchandize in the warchouſes thereunto be- 
longing ; ta ſecure their ſlaves or other purchaſes 


without paying any conſideration for the pa 

the ſlaves to be victualled at the proper I and 
charge of their reſpective owners. The Houſe 
having taken this petition into conſideration, en- 


quired into the proceedings of the company, a 
reviſed the act for N and improving the 


truſt repoſed in them, an 
pounds for maintaining the 
tlements in that part of, the. world. The e 


trade to Africa, n at the committee of 

the African company had . 41 up th 
ted ten 

1 2 5 forts and ſet- 


were. perfectly well acguainted wich the. weakn 
of the Britiſh caſtles on dhe coaſt of. Africa ; and 


had they known as Well, how to execute with 
ſpirit, as to plan with ſagacity,. t e 


which, in the courſe. of the ia Yeu ey 
in Guinea, 


made upon the principal Britiſh, fort 


: —_— he pion wat ended g. Lee the ale amt 
| referred to a committee, which, how 87 made no report.—A 


| vided be could be fecured in the | gnjoymnent { of the profits 
pars wp cnn might n: for ſuch a term oi 2 as Highs 4 Teem - 


would; have Succeeded, and all the other fettle- 
ments; would haye fallen into their ee 


b driterfir fac 21:92 9d); } 


ieee e 


that as no falt was made in the 'Briti mes in Ainetica, 

Ibliged to depend upon a recarious ;h 8 — 
foreigners; he, therefore, offered to undertake the making of marine- 
alt at a moderate price in one of thoſe colonits, at bis own' riſque 


to the Houſe a AR 4 and adequate — — an un- 


. not ealily « accounted for, Vie de ſuppoſe the 


Commons were of opinion, that ſuch and enterprise might coptribyte to- 


wards yay > our colonies too independent of their 1 1 N 
Equally unacconntable was the miſcarriage of another bill, brought 

regulating the manner of licenſing ate-bouſ Lr 
time: Hut whey a motif Was made for a, PORT TY" 
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XLII. The longeſt and warmeſt debate which CHAP. 

wus maintained in the courſe of this ſeffion aroſe . 

from a motion for leave to bring in a bill for ſhor- 1558. 

tening the term and duration of future Parliaments; 

à meaſure truly patriotic, againſt Which no ſub- 

ſtantial argument could be produced, although the 

motion Was rejected by the majority, on retence, 

that, "whilſt cke nation was engaged in ſich a dan 
rous and expenſive war, it would be improper 

think of introducing ſuch an aſteration in the form 

of government. Neaſons of equal ſtrength and ſoli- 

dity will never be wanting to the patrons and mini- 

ſters of corruption and venality. "The alteration J : 

ing 


poſed was nothing leſs than removing and annulling 
an eficroachment” which had been made on the con- 
ſtitutien;: it might have been effected without the 
leaſt pang or convulſion, to the general ſatisfaction 
of the nation: far from being unreaſonable at this 
juncture, it would have enhanced the national repu- 
tation abroad, and rendered the war more formida- 
ble to the enemies of Great - Britain, by convincing 
them chat it was ſupported by a Miniftry and Parlia- 
ment, who ſtood upon ſuch good terms with the 
people. Indeed, a quick ſucceſſion of Parliaments 
might have diſconcerted, and perhaps expelled that 
ſpirit of confidence and generofity which now ſo re- 
markably eſpouſed and gratified the Sovereign's pre- 
dilection for the intereſt of Hanover. Other com- 
mittees were eſtabliſhed, to enquire into the expence 
incurred by new lines and fortifications raiſed at 
Gibraltar; to examine the original ſtandards of 
weights and meaſures uſed in England; conſider the 
laws relating to them, and report their obſervations, 
together with theiropinionofthemoſt effectual means 
for aſcertaining and enforcing uniform ſtandards to 
be uſed for the future. The Commons were ned 2 
fectly fatisfed with the new works which had been 
raiſedat Gibraltar; and with reſpect to the weights 
and meaſures, the committee agreed to certain reſo- 
Vol. IV. 3 lutions, 
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lutions, but no further progreſs. was, made in this 
enquiry, except an order for printing theſe reſolu- 
tions, with the appendix. however, as the boxes 
containing the ſtandards were ordered to be locked 
up by the clerk of the Houſe, in all probability their 
intention was to proceed on this ſubje& in ſome fu- 
ture ſeſſion. On the ninth day of June ny bills 
received the royal aflent by commiſſion, his Majeſty 


being indiſpoſed ; and on the twentieth day of the 
ſame month, the Lords commiſſioners cloſed the 


ſeſſion with a ſpeech to both Houſes, expreſſing his 
Majeſty's deep ſenſe of their loyalty and good affec- 
tion, demonſtrated in their late proceedings, in 
their zeal for his honour and real intereſt in all parts, 
in their carneſtneſs to ſurmount every difficulty, in 
their ardour to maintain the war with the utmoſt vi- 


gour; proofs which muſt convince mankind that the 


ancient ſpirit of the Britiſh nation ſtill ſubſiſted in 
its full force. They were given to underſtand that 
the King had taken all ſuch meaſures as. appeared 
the moſt conducive to the accompliſhment of their 


publick-ſpirited views and wiſhes; that with their 


aſſiſtance, 'crowned by the bleſſing of God upon the 
conduct and bravery of the combined army, his Ma- 


jeſty had been enabled; not only to deliver his domi- 


nions in Germany from the oppreſſions and devaſta- 


tions of the French, but alſo to puſh. his advantages ' 
on this fide the Rhine; that he had cemented the 


union between him and his good brother the Ki 
of Pruſſia, by new engagements ; that the Briti 
fleets and armies were now actually employed in 


ſuch expeditions as appeared likely to annoy the 
enemy in the moſt ſenſible manner, and to promote 
the welfare and proſperity of theſe kingdoms; in 

rticular, to preſerve the Britiſh rights and poſ- 
eſſions in America, and to make France feel, in 


thoſeparts, thereal ſtrength and importanceof Great- 


Britain. The Commons were thanked for the am- 
ple ſupplies whichthey had ſo freely and unanimouſly. 


given, 


© 
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given, and aſſured on the part or his Majeſty en 
they ſhould be — with the moſt frugal œcο III. 
eſi 


nomy. They were deſired, in conſequence of the 
King's earneſt recommendation, to promote har- 


mony and good agreement amongſt his faithful ſub= 
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jects; ro make the people acquainted with the recti- 


tude and purity of his intentions and meaſures, and 
to exert themſelves in maintaining the peace and 
good order of the country, by enforcing obedience 
to the laws and lawful authority, _ | 
$XLIII. Never, ſurely had any ſovereign more 
reaſon to be pleaſed with the conduct of his miniſters, 
and the ſpirit of his people. The whole nation re- 
poſed the moſt unbounded confidence in the courage 
and diſcretion, as well as in the integrity of the mi- 
niſter, who ſeemed cager upon proſecuting the war 


with ſuch vigour and van as appeared almoſt un- 


exampled in the annals of Great-Britain. New le- 
vies were made, new ſhips put in commiſſion, freſh 
b. undertaken, and freſh conqueſts pro- 
Such was the credit of the adminiſtration, 
that people ſubſcribed to the government loans with 
ſurpriſing eagerneſs. Anunuſual ſpirit of enterpriſe 

and reſolution ſeemed to inſpire all the inividuals 

- that conſtituted the army wy 

for militaty fame diffuſed itſelf through all ranks in 
the civil department of life, even to the very dregs 


of the populace: ſuch a remarkable change from 


indolence to activity, from indifference to zeal, from 
timorous caution to fearleſs execution, was effected 
by the influence and example of an intelligent and in- 
ay miniſter, who, chagrined at the inactivity and 
diſgraces of the preceding campaign, had, on a very 
ſolemn occaſion, lately declared his belief that there 


was a determined reſolution, both in the naval and 
military commanders, againſt any vigorous exertion 


of the national power in the ſervice of the ef 5 
He affirmed, that though his Majeſty appeared ready 
to embrace every meaſure propoted by his miniſters 
9 | 8 2 5 . for 
2 | 


Ire 
navy; and the paſſion 
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yet ſcarce a man could be found with whom the ex- 
ecution of any one plan in which there was the lcaſt 
appearance of any danger could with, confidence be 
truſted, He particuhriſed the inactivity of one 


General in North-America, from whoſe abilities and 


erſonal bravery the nation had canceived great ex- 
e he complained, that this — 2 
mander had expreſſed. the moſt contemptuous diſ- 
regard for the civil power, from which he derived. 
his authority, by neglecting to tranſmit, for à con- 
9 Foy 5 time, an : 
ecedings but what appeared on. a, written ſcrap ot. 
paper: he 1 5 with a force by land and 
ea greater than ever the nation had heretoſore main- 
tained, with a King and miniſtry ardently deſirous oſ 
redeeming her glory, ſuccouring her allies, and pro- 


moting her true intereſt, a ſnameſul diſlike to the 


fervice every where prevailed, and few ſcemed af- 
tected with any other zeal than that of aſpiring to the 
higheſt poſts, and graſping the largeſt ſalaries. The 
cenſure levelled at the commander in America was 
founded on miſtake : the inactivity of that noble 
Lord was not more diſappointing to the miniſtry than 
diſagreeable to his own. inclination; He uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours to anſwer the expectation of the 
publick, but his hands were effectually tied by an 


abſolute impoſſibility of ſucceſs, and his conduck 


ſtood juſtificd. in the eyes of his Sovereign. A par- 


ticular and accurate detail of his proceedings he tranſ- 


mitted through a channel, which he imagined would 


have directly conveyed it to the foot of the throne; 
but the packet was faid to have been purpoſely inter- 


cepted and ſuppreſſed. Perhaps he was not alto- 
gether excuſable for having correſponded fo ſlightly 


with the Secretary of State; but he was faid to have. 
gong abroad in full perſuaſion that the miniſtry would 


e changed, and therefore his aſſiduities were prin- 
cipally directed to the great perſonage, who, in that 


caſe, 


Om, 


other advice of his Nr 
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caſe, would have fuperintended and directed all the © A7 


trations of the army. All forts of military pre- II., 
etſy in founderies, docks, arſenals, TDI N 
exerciting troops, and victualling tranſports, were - 
now carried on with ſuch diligence and difpatchas 
ſeemed to promiſe an exertion that would ſoon Mr 
literate the difagreeable remembrance of paſt diſ- 
grace.” The beginning of the year was, However, 
4 little clouded by 4 general concern for the death 
of his Majeſty's rhird daughter, the Princeſs Caro- 
line, a lady of the moſt exemplary virtue and AD 

character, why died at the age of forty-five, ſins 
4 cory . 4 8 of unaffected plety, 
and unbounded bene volenceee. 
* V. Tue Britiſmm cruifers kept the ſea during 
the ſeverityof winter, in order td protect the com- 
 metce of the kingdom, and annoy fa of the cnemy, 
They exerted rhemſelves with ſuch activity, an 
their vigilance was attended with ſuch ſucceſs, that ; 
8 of prizes were taken, and the trade 0 
Franet altti6ft torally extinguiſhed? A very gallant 
-xptolt was archieved by one Captain Bray, com- 
mayder of the Adventure, a' ſmall armed veſſel in 
the Goyertimient®s ſervice: falling in with the Mac- 
Hault, A la e privateer of Dunkirk, near Dungen- 
nefs, he ran het aboard, faſtened her boltſprit to his, 
capſtan, and, after 4 warm engagement, compelled, 
Bet commander to ſubmit. A French frigate of 
ehiftry-fix guns was taken by Capt. Parker, in a new. 
fire ſhip of inferior force. Divers privatcers of the 
enemy were ſunk, burned or taken, and à great 
number of merchant-ſhips fell into the hands of the 
Engtith. Nor was the fucceſs of the Britiſh ſhips o 
war confined to the Engliſh Changel. At this perio 
HE board of Admiralty received information fron 
Aﬀtnirat Cotes, in Jamaica of an action whic 
Ton OE ifland of Hiſpaniola, inthe mont 
tober of the preceding year,” between three 
Enghth ſhips of war and a French Nbzdron. Cap- 
N e tain 
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QO K tain Forreſt, an officer of ieee in the 


ſervice, had, in the ſhip Auguſta, ſailed from Port, 
Royal in Jamaica, accompanied by the Dreadnought 
and Edinburgh, under the command of the Captains 
Suckling and Langdon. He was ordered to cruiſe 
off Cape Francois, and this ſervice he literally per- 
formed in the face of the French ſquadron under 
Kerſin, lately arrived at that place from the coaſt of 
Africa. This commander, piqued at ſeeing himſelf 
thus inſulted by an inferior armament, reſolved to 
come forth and give'them battle ; and that he might 
either take them, or at leaſt drive them out of the 
ſeas, ſo as to afford a free paſſage to a great number 
of merchant ſhips then lying at the Cape, bound for 
e N he took every precaution which he thought 
neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs. He. reinforced his 
ſquadron with ſome ſtore-ſhips, mounted with guns, 
and armed for the occaſion, and ſupplied the defici- 
ency in his complements, by taking on board ſea- 
men from the merchants ſhips, and ſoldiers from the. 
gacrilon. Thus prepared, he weighed anchor, and 
ood out to ſea, having under his command four 
large ſhips. of the line, and three ſtour frigates, 
They were no ſooner. perceived advancing, than 
Captain Forreft held a ſhort council with: * two 
Captains. Gentlemen (ſaid he) you know our 
« own ſtrength, and ſee that of the enemy; ſhall we 
* give them battle?” They replying in the affir- 
mative, he added, Then fight them we will; 
I ̃ there is no time to be loſt ; return to your: ſhips, 
« and. get them ready for engaging,” Aſter this 
laconick conſultation among theſe three gallant offi- 
cers, they bore down upon the French ſquadron 
without. further. heſitation, and between three and 
four in the afternoon the action began with great im- 
petuofity. The enemy exerted themſelves with un- 
common ſpirit, conſcious that their honour was pe- 
culiarly at ſtake, and that they fought in ſight, as it 


+ 3.” 


were, of their own coaſt, which was lined with per 
| 7 FR 43-4 ar a ts 4 e. 
f * 
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notwithſtanding all their endeavours, their Commo- 
dore, after having ſuſtained a ſevere engagement, 
that laſted two hours and a half, found his ſhip in 
ſuch a ſhartered condition, that he made ſignal for 
one of his frigates to come and tow him out of the 
line. His example was followed by the reſt of his 
ſquadron, which, by this aſſiſtance, with the favour 
of the land breeze and the approach of night, made 
ſhift to accompliſh their eſcape from the three Britiſh 
155 5 which were too much diſabled in their maſts 
and rigging to proſecute their victory. One of the 
Fidlich dre was rendered altogether unſervice- 
able for action: their loſs in men amounted to three 
hundred killed, and as many wounded; whereas that 
of the Engliſh did not much exceed one third of 
this number. Nevertheleſs, they were ſo much da- 
maged, that, being unable to keep the ſea, they re- 
turned to Jamaica, and the French Commodore 


ſeiſed the opportunity of ſailing with a great convoy 


for Europe. The courage of Captain Forreſt was 


not more conſpicuous in his engagement with the 


French ſquadron near Cape-Francols, than his con- 
duct and ſagacity ina ſubſequent adventure near Port- 
au- Prince, a French harbour, ſituated at the bottom 
of a bay on the weſtern part of Hiſpaniola, behind 
the ſmall iſland of 8 Afﬀer M. de 3 had 
taken his departure from Cape- Francois for Euro 

Admiral Cotes, 8 up og windwaxd from Port. 
Royal in Jamaica with three ſhips of the line, re- 


ceived intelligence that there was a French fleet at 


Port- au- Prince, ready to fail on their return to Eu- 
rope: Captain Forreſt then preſented the Admiral 
with a plan for an attack on this place, and urged it 
carneſtly, '- This, however, was declined, and Cap- 
tain Forreſt directed to cruiſe off the iſland Gonave 
for two days only, the Admiral enjoining him ta re-: 


turn at the expiration of the time, and rejoin the 


ſquadron at Cape Nicholas. Accordingly, Captain 
FRE: e Forreſt, 


ple, expetting to ſee them return in triumph. But, I. 
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BOOK. Forreſt, in the Auguſta, proceeded up the bay, be- 
III. tween theifland. 812 55 ice EO view 
to execute a_ plan which he had himſelf projected. 
I Next day in the afternoon, though he perceived two 
ſloops, he forbore chaſing, hare wh bet faat riſque. 

a diſcovery; for the ſame purpoſe he hoiſted Dutch 
colours, and diſguiſed his ſhip with tarpaulins. At 

Ave inthe afternoon he diſcovered ſeven ſail of ſhips 

7 = the ho 25 hauled n o 

avoid ſuſpicion; but at the approach of nigbt gave 

Shale wich all the fail be CP 1 — _ 

k perceived two Tail, one of which fired a gun, and 
the other made the beſt of her way far Leoganne, 

| another harbour in the bay... At this period. PR: 
Forreſt reckoned eight ſail to lceward, near another 

port called Petit Gave; coming up with the ſhip 

which had fired the gun, ſhe ſubmitted without o — 

poſition, after he had hailed, and told her captain 

what he was, produced two of his largeſt cannon, 

| and threatened to fink her if ſhe ſhould give the 
; © leaſt alarm. He forthwith ſhifted the priſoners from 
this prize, and placed on board of her five-and- 

thirty of his on crew, with orders to ſtand for Petit 
Goaye and intercept any of the fleet that might at- 
tempt to reach that harbour. Then he made ſail 
after the reſt, and in the dawn of the morning, find- 
Ing himſelf in the midgle of their fleet, he began to 
fi at them all in their turns, as he could bring his. 
guns to bear: they returned the fire for ſome time; 
at length the Marguerite, the Solide, and the Theo- 
dore ſtruck” their colours. Theſe being ſecured, 
were afterwards uſed in taking the Maurice, Le 
Grand, and La Flore; the Brilliant alſo ſubmitted, 
and the Mars made fail, in hopes of eſcaping, but 
the Auguſta coming up with her about noon, ſhe 
Tikewiſe tell into the hands of the victor. - Thus, by 
a well- conducted ſtratagem, a Whole fleet of nine 
fail were taken by à fingle ſhip, in the neigbbour- 
hood of four or five harbours, in any one of which 


they 
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they would have found immediate ſhelter and fecus © * 
The prizes, which, ha to be richly , 

ho were lafely-conveyed to Jamaica, and there 2758. 
ſold at publick auction, for the benefit of the ca- 
tors, who may ſaſely challenge hiſtory ee, 494 
ſuch another inftance of ſurcefſs. 

XI. V. The miniſtry having determined wo 
make vigorous efforts againſt the enemy in North- 
America, Admiral Boſca wen was veſted witli the 
command of the fleet deſtined ſor that ſervice; and 
2 Wl from St. Helen's on the nineteenth day of 

February, when the Invincible, of ſeventy- four 

uns, — of the beſt ſhips that conſtituted his 
— ran a- ground, and periſhed: but her men, 
ſtores, and actil artillery - were ja ved, In che courſe of 
the ſucoeeding month, Sir Edward Hawke ſteered 11 
into the Bay of Biſcay with another ſquadron, in 11 
order to intercept any ſupplies from France deſigned 
for Cape- Breton or 2 — and about the fame 
time, the town of Embden, belonging to his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty, which had fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, was ſuddenly retrieved by the conduct of 
Commodore Holmes, ſtationed: on that coaſt, who 
ſent up tyo of his ſmall ſnips to anchor in che river 
between Knok and the city. The garriſon, amount- 
ing to three thouſand ſeven hundred men, finding 
themſelves thus cut off from all communication wich 
the country below, abandoned the place with great 
precipitation, and ſome of their baggage being ſent 
off by water, was taken by the boats which the Com- 
modore armed tor that. e. It was in the ſame 
month that the Admiralty received advice of another 
advantage by ſea, which had been gained by Ad- 
miral Oſborne, while he cruiſed between Ca de 
Gatt and Carthagena, on the coaſt of Spain. On the 
twenty-eight day of March he fell in with a French 
ſquadrop, commanded; by the Marquis du Queſne, 
conſiſting of four ſhips, _— the Foudroyant, 
ch CigHty; en, 2 . Ori- 
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flarnme, of fifty, and the Pleiade frigate, of twenty. 
four, in their paſſage from Toulon to'reinforce M. 
de la Clue, who had for ſome time been blocked up 
by Admiral Oſborne in the harbour of Carthagena. 

he enemy no ſooner perceived the Engliſn ſquadron 
than they diſperſed,” and ſteered different courſes: 
then Mr. Oſborne detached divers ſhips in-purfuit of 
each, while he himſelf, with the body of is fleet, 
ood off for the bay of Carthagena, to watel the 
motions of the French ſquadron which lay there at 
anchor. About ſeven in the evening, the'Orphee, 
having on board five hundred men, Aruck to Cap- 
rain Storr, in the Revenge; who loſt the calf of one 
leg in the engagement, during which he was ſuſtained 
by the ſhips Berwick and Preſtoen. The Mon- 
mouth, of fixty-four- guns, commanded by 5 5 
SGardener, engaged the Foudroyant, one of the 
largeſt ſhips in the French navy, mounted with four- 
ſcore cannon, and containing eight hundred men, 
under the direction of the Marquis du Queſne. 
The action was maintained with great fury on both 
ſides, and the gallant Captain Glidenss loſt his life ; 
nevertheleſs the fight was continued with unabating 
vigour by his lieutenant, Mr Carkett, and the Fou- 
droyant diſabled in ſuch a manner, that her com- 
mander ſtruck, as ſoon as the other Engliſh ſhips, 
the Swiftſure and the Hampton=Court, appeared. 
This mortifying ſtep, however, he did not take un- 
til he ſaw 7 5 ie like a wreck upon the water, 
and the decks covered with earnage, The Ori- 
12 = 3323 — under _ caſtle of 
iglos, by the ontague and Monarque, 
commanded by the Canning Rowley and Montague, | 
who could not complete their deſtruction wit 
1 neutrality of Spain. As for the Pleiade 
frigate, ſhe made her eſcape by being a prime failer. 
This was a ſevere ſtroke upon the enemy, who not 
only loſt two of their capital ſhips, but ſaw them 
added to the navy of Great- Britain, and the diſaſter 
8 | Was 
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ns followed cloſe by another, which they could CHAP; 
not help feeling with equal ſenſibility of mortification III. 

and chagrin. In the beginnin of April, Sir Edward 75. 
Hay ke, ſteering with his ſquadron into Baſque- road, 
on the coaſt of Poictou, diſcovered, off the iſle o 
Aix, a French fleet at anchor, conſiſting bf five 
ſhips of the line, with ſix frigates, and forty tranſ- 

rts, having on board three thouſand troops, and a- 
large quantity of ſtores and proviſions intended as a 

| ſupply for their ſettlements in North-America. 
They no ſooner ſaw the Engliſh Admiral advancing, : 
than they began to ſlip their cables, and fly in the 


Fi 


. 


utmoſt confuſion. Some of them eſcaped by ſea, 
but a greater number ran into ſhoal water, where 
they could not be purſued ; and next morning they 
appeared N on their broadfides. . Sir 
ward Hawke, who had rode all night at anchor 
a- breaſt of the iſle of Alix, fuxniſhed the ſhips In- 
trepid and Medway with truſty pilots, and ſeat them 
farther in When the flood began to make, with or- 
ders to. ſound a-head, that he might know whether 
there was any poſſibility of attacking the enemy, but 
the want of a ſufficient depth of water rendered the \ 
ſcheme impracticable. In the mean time, the French 
threw over-hoard their cannon, ſtores, and ballaſt; 
N and launches from neren eg em- 
p in carrying out to their 0 
through the aan mud, a8 on as 1 2 ſhould be 
water-borne by the flowing-tide, By theſe means 
their 1185 ſhips of war, and many of their tranſ- 
rts, eſcaped into. the river Charente; but their 
loading was loſt, and the end of their equipment 
totally defeated. Another conyoy of merchant ſhips, 
under the protection of three frigates, Sir Edward 
Hawke, a few days before, had chaſed into the har- 
bour of St. Martin's, in the iſle of Rhe, where they 
ſtill remained, waiting an PP for hazarding 
2 ſecond departure: à third, 88 of twelve 


ſaiß bound from x to Quebeck, under 


Fs 1 0 2 4.5 * - * * 
12 * 412270 9 ; * 


—— a 


. 
47 
1 
5 
$3 54 
bf 
14 
2+ 
13 
— g 1 
be: 
+2364 
IEG 
5 
4.0 
1 
at 
* 
8 
. 
4 
y Fr 
9 
0 
„ 
KY 
"tl 1 
a Ty 
To. 
* 
. 
5 bu 
1 
1 
Is 
4 
3 
14 
11 
#$T. 7 
bf | 
XI k 
11 
8 % 
TY: 4 l 
©xS- 1 
F.4 
iin 
1 
1 + 
i 
4 1 
14 
1 
34 
Sh | - 
4 7 
* a 
4 
7. $ 
£4 1 
1 - 
Fil 
$4; 
24f} 
© 
1 7 
"pH L 
vi 
"ar 
"2 
"4-4 
| 7 
4 
1 
* 
1 
2 6 
{l 
Ts 
| 
7 
4 
bn 
1 
12 
Ae 
# 
9 
1 
-N 
£7 
| # 
* 2 
o c N 
* 
! 


268 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


* convoy of a frigate and armeq veſſel, was ehCounter. 


— 
1758. 


ed at fea by one Britiſn th $49.4 of the line and wo 


Hre ſhips, Sick took the frigare and atmed veſſel, 
and to of the convoy afterwards met with the fame 


fate; but this advantage was 'over-balanced by the 


los of —— James Hume, commander of the 


Phito' fire hip, a brave accompliſhed officer, who, 


in an unequal combat with the enemy, refuſed to quit 
the deck even when he was difabled; and fell glori 


- ouſly; covered with wounds, exhorting the popie, 


| . by Rear-Admiral Broderic 


with his lateſt breath, to continue” the 1 * 


While the ſhip could Twitn; and acquft rh ſelves 
with honour in the ſervite of their 8 55 

IXIL VI. On the 'twehify-nitith dap 9 14% the 
Raibnabfe, à Frenth fflip of th Hine, tridunred with 
fixry-forr cannon, at on board H Hundred and 
thirty men, commanded bro Ware nba on 
Cbevalict de Rohah, wb. der 5 Mage om Port 
FOrient to Breſt, attacked e apta Unis, in 
the Porſerfhire, of feventy puns, and taken aftek an 
Obſtinate engagement, im Which one tunidred and 
fixty men of the Prince's domplement were killed or 


wounded, and HE ſuſtained great damage in His hull, 


falls, and rigging. Thefe fucceſſes were thoreover 
- uered by the tidings of a lamentable difafter char 
[the 1 Prince George, of 167 7 guns, com. 

nh pa 


to the Mediterranean. On the e Ah 


April, between one and two in the 2 — 


dreadful fire broke out in che fore part of the f 

and raged with ſuch fury: that bene 

the efforts of the officers and men for ſeveral 5 
the flames increaſed, and the ſhip being 90 

ro the "water's edge, che femnaft funk! about 

cnc in the evening. The horror and conſter 
tion of ſuch a ſcene are not eafily deſcribed. eg 
all cndeavours'proved fruitleſs, and no hope of pre- 


 ferving the ſhip remained, the barge was hoifted out 
forthe 5 of the Admi „ who” entered ir 


accordingly; 


ch 
ri 
in 
ne 
m 
ri 
d. 
th 
le 
th 
b. 
I 
tl 
te 
F 
et 
b 
ti 
i 
A 
a 
r 
} 
0 


HAS .,, 269 
accordingly; but all diſtinction of perſons heing now; CHAP: 
aboliſhed, the ſeamen ruſhed into it in ſuch crowds,. , ” 
that in a feẽ moments it overſet. . The Admiral, Pcs 1158. | 
foreſeeing that this would. be the caſe, {tripped fl 
his clothes, and committing; himſelf to the mercy; of, 
the waves, was ſaved by the boat of a merchant- 
ſhip, after he had Ons himſelf in the ſea a full 
hour hy ſwimming. Captain Payton, who was the 
ſecond in command, remained upon the quarter- 
deck as long as it was poſſible to — that ſtation, 
and then, deſcending by the ſtern ladder, had the 
good fortune to be — — into a boat belonging to 
the Alderney ſloop... The hull of the ſhip, maſts, pe hk 
rigging,/:were now in a blaze, | burſting tremendous. 
in ſeveral parts through horrid. c —_ of ſmoaks, | 
nn was heard but. the cracking of the flame r. 
mingled with the diſmal cries of terror and diſtrac. 
tion; nothing was ſeen, but acts of phrenzy and 
deſperation. The miſerable wretches, affrighted at 
the horrors of ſuch a conflagration, ſought a fate, 
leſs dreadful,, by plunging into the ſea, and about 
three hundred men were preſerved by the boats 
belonging to ſome ſhips that accompanied the N 
miral in his voyage, but five hundred, periſhed. in 
the ocean. 
. XLVII. The King 5 e e Et | 
coalt o 


tion, the firit, — gh of eleven great | 
commanded . by Lord Anſon and Sir m_ 
Hawke: the other, compoſed of four ſhips. of the 
line, ſeven, frigates, ſix floops, two fire-{hips,..two, 
bombs, ; ten, cutters, twenty tenders, ten ſtore-ſhips,j 
and one hundred tranſports, was put under the di- 
rection of Commodore Howe, who. had. ſignaliſed 
himſelf by his gallantry and conduct in the courſes 


bo on lat 1 ex A an of a de 
xpedition. ., The pl Mo 


BOOK ſcent upon France having been adopted by the mi- 
Ree niſtry, a body of troops, conſiſting of ſixteen regi- 


1758. 
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ments, nine troops of light horſe, andVix thouſand 
marines, was'a embed for the execution of this 
deſign,” and embarked under the command of the 
Duke of Marlborough; a nobleman, who, though 
he did not inherit all the military genius of his 
e yet far excelled him in the amiable and 

ial qualities of the heart: he was brave beyond 
all queſtion, generous to profuſion, and good-natured 
to exceſs. On this occaſion he was aſſiſted by the 


_ © councils of Lord 9 Sackville, ſecond in com- 


mand, ſon to the Duke of Dorſet; an officer of 
experience and reputation, who had, in the civil 


departments of government, exhibited proofs of 


extraordinary genius and uncommon 1 
The — having been encamped for ſome time 
upon the Iſle of Wight, were embarked in the latter 
end of May, and the two fleets ſailed in the begin- 
ning of June for the coaſt of Bretagne, leaving the 
people of England fluſhed with the gayeſt hopes of 
victory and conqueſt. -The two fleets parted at ſea: 
Lord Anſon, with his ſquadron, proceeded to the 
bay of Biſcay, in order to watch the motions of the 
enemy's ſhips, and harraſs their navigation; while 
Commodore Howe, with the land- forees, ſteered 


directly towards St. Maloes, a ſtrong place of con- 


ſiderable commerce, ſituated on the coaſt of Bre- 
tagne, againſt which the purpoſed invaſion ſeemed 
ro be chiefly intended. e town, however, was 
found too well fortified, both by art and nature, 
to admit of an attempt by ſea with any profpect of 


ſucceſs; and, therefore, it was reſolved to make a 


defcent in the neighbourhood; After the fleet had 
been, by contrary winds, detained ſeveral days in 
light of the French coaſt, it arrived in the bay of 
Cancalle, about two leagues to the eaſtward of St. 
Maloes, and Mr. Howe having filenced a fmall 
battery which the enemy had occaſionally raiſed 
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further oppoſition, on the ſixth day of June. The 
Duke of Marlborough immediately began his march 
towards St. Servan, with a view to deſtroy ſuch ſhip- 
ping and magazines as might be in any acceſſible 
parts of the river; and this ſcheme was executed 
with ſucceſs. A great quantity of naval ſtores, two 
ſhips of war, ſeveral privateers, and about fourſcore 
velſcls of different ſorts, were ſet on fire and reduced 
to aſhes, almoſt under the cannon of the place, 
which, however, they could not pretend to 1 
in form. His grace having received repeated a 

vices that the enemy were buſily employed in aſ- 


upon the beach, the. troops were landed, without CHAP. 
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ſembling forces to march againſt him, returned to 


Cancalle; where Mr. Howe had made ſuch a 
maſterly diſpoſition of the boats and tranſports, that 
the re-embarkation of the troops was performed with 
ſurpriſing eaſe and expedition. The forces; while 
they remained on ſhore, were reſtrained; from all 
outrages by the moſt ſevere: diſcipline; and the 
French houſes, which their inhabitants had aban- 
doned, were left untouched. Immediately after 
their landing, the Duke of Marlborough, as com- 
mander in chief, publiſhed and diſtributed a mani- 
teſto, addreſſed to the people of Bretagne, giving 
them to underſtand, that his deſcent upon the coait 
was not effected with a deſign to make war on the 
inhabitants of the open country, except ſuch as 
ſhould be found in arms, or otherwiſe oppoſing the 
operations of his Britannick Majeſty : that all who 


were willing to continue in peaceable poſſeſſion of 


their effects, might remain unmoleſted in their 
reſpective dwellings, and follow their uſual occupa- 
tions; that, beſides. the cuſtoms and taxes they uſed 


to pay to their own King, nothing ſhould be re- 


quired of them but what was abſolutely neceſſary for 


the ſubſiſtence of the army; and that, for all pro-- 
viſions brought in, they ſhould be paid in ready 


money. He concluded this notice with 8 
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they ſhould carry off their effects and proviſions, 
and abandon the places of their habitation, he would 
treat them as enemies, and deſtroy their houſes with 
fire and ſword. Fo the — of St. Maloes 
he likewiſe ſent a letter, importing, that as all - 
inhabitants of the towns and villages between Dina 
Rennes, and Dull, now in his poſſeſſion, had deſert 
their habitat ions, probably to avoid the payment 
of the uſual — and he being informed 
that the magiſtrates had compelled the 
country to retire into the town of St. Maloes; he now 


* ve them notice, that if they did not immediately 
n 


d them back to their houſes, and come themſelves 
to his head quarters, to ſettle the contributions, he 


ſhould think hunfelf obliged to proceed to — 


execution. Theſe threats, however, were not pu 

in force, although the magiſtrates of St. Maloes 5 
not think proper to comply with his injunction. But 
it was found altogether impoſſible to prevent irregu- 
larities among troops that were naturally licentious. 
Some houſes were pillaged, and not without acts of 
barbarity: but the offenders were brought to im- 
mediate juſtice; and it muſt be owned, as an incon- 
teſtable _ of the General's humanity, that in 


3 he magazines of the enemy at St. Servan, 
which may be termed the fuburbs of St. Maloes, 


one ſmall ftore-houſe to be fpared, be- 
— it could not be ſet on fire without endanger- 
ing the whole diſtrict. The Britiſh forces being re- 
embarked, r about five hundred light-horſe, 
which had been diſciplined and carried over with a 
view to ſcour the country, the fleet was detained by 


contrary winds in the bay of Cancalle for — 


days, during which a deſign ſeems to have been 
formed for attacking Granville, which had been 
reconnoitred by ſomeè of the engineers: but, in con- 
ſequence of their report, the ſcheme was laid aſide, 
and the fleet ſtood out to ſea, where it was expoſed 
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to ſome rough weather. In a few days, the wind CHAP. 
blowing in a northern direction, they ſteered again VIII. 
towards the French coaſt, and ran in with the land 1758, 
near Hayre-de-Grace; where the flat-bottomed boats, * 
provided for landing, were hoiſted out, and a ſecond 
diſembarkation expected. But the wind blowing 
violently towards the evening, the boats were re- 
ſhi , and the fleet obliged to quit the land, in 
order to avoid the dangers of a De Next 
day, the weather being more moderate, they re- 
turned to the fame ſtation, and orders were given 
to prepare for a deſcent; but the Duke of Nlarl 
borough having taken a view of the coaſt in an 
open cutter, accompanied by Commodore Howe, 
thought proper to wave the attempt. Their next 
ſtep was to bear away before the wind for Cherbourg, 
in the neighbourhood of which place the fleet came 
to anchor, Here ſome of the tranſports received 
the fire of ſix different batteries; and a conſiderable 
body of troops appeared in arms to diſpute the land- 
ing; nevertheleſs, the General reſolved that the 
forts Querqueville, l'Hommet, and Gallet ſnould 
be attacked in the night by the firſt regiment of 
guards. The ſoldiers were actually diſtributed in 
the flat-bottomed boats, and every preparation made 
for this enterpriſe, when the wind began to blow 
with ſuch violence, that the troops could not be 
landed without the moſt imminent danger and diffi- 
culty, nor properly ſuſtained in cafe of a repulſe, 
even if the diſembarkation could have been effected. 
This attempt, therefore, was laid aſide, but at the 
ſame time a reſolution taken to ſtand in towards the 
ſhore with the whole fleet, to cover a general land- 
ing. A diſpoſition was made accordingly; but the 
ſtorm increaſing, the tranſports ran foul of each 
other, and the ſhips were expoſed to all the perils ofa 
lee-ſhore, for the gale blew directly upon the coaſt; 
beſides, the proviſions began to tail, and the hay 
for the horſes was almoſt conſumed. Theſe con- 

r. IV. | be, curring 
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the diſembarkation to a more favourable 
portunity. The fleet ſtood out to ſea, and the tempeſt 
abating, they ſteered for the Iſle of Wight, and next 
day anchored at St. Helen's. Such was the iſſue of 
an enterpriſe atchieved with confiderableſucceſs, if we 
conſider the damage done to the enemy's ſhipping, 
and the other objects which the miniſtry had in view; 
namely, to ſecure the navigation of the channel, and 
make a diverſion in favour of the German allies, by 
alarming the French King, and obliging him to 
employ a great number of troops ts detend his coaſt 


from inſult and invaſion : but whether ſuch a 


mighty armament was neceſſary for the accompliſh- 
ment of theſe petty aims, and whether the ſame 
armament might not have been employed in exe- 
cuting {ſchemes of infinitely ter advantage to 
the nation, we ſhall leave to the judicious reader's 
own reflexion. | 

S XLVIII. The defigns upon the coaſt of France, 
though interrupted by tempeſtuous weather, were not 
as yet laid aſide for the whole ſeaſon: but, in the 
mean time, the t were diſembarked on the Iſle 
of Wight; and one bri marched to the north- 
ward, to join a body of troops with which the go- 
vernment reſolved to augment the army of the allies 
in Germany, commapede by Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick. The Duke of Marlborough and Lord 


George Sackville being appointed to conduct this 


itiſh corps upon the continent, the command of 
the marine expeditions devolved to Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Bligh, an old experienced officer, who had 
ſerved with reputation; and his Royal Highneſs 
Prince Edward, afterwards created Duke of York, 
entered as a volunteer with Commodore Howe, in 
order to learn the rudiments of the ſea-ſervice. 
The remainder of the rroops being re-embarked, 


and every thing prepared for the ſecond expedition, 


the fleet ſailed from St. Helen's on the firſt of Au- 
* 3 | be Nap guſt; 
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| guſt; and after a tedious paſſage from calms and CHAP. 
contrary winds; anchored on the ſeventh in the bay VIII. 
of Cherbourg. By this time the enemy had en- eg, 
trenched themſelves within a line, extending from 185 
the fort Ecœurdeville, which ſtands about two miles 
to the weſtward of Cherbourg, along the coaſt for 
the ſpace of four miles, fortified with ſeveral batte- 
ries at proper diſtances. Behind this retrenchment 

à body of horſe and infantry appeared in red and 

blue uniforms ; but as they did not advance to the 

open beach, the leſs riſque was run in landing the 

Britiſh forces. Ar firſt a bomb-kerch had been ſent 

to anchor near the town, and throw ſome ſhells into 

the place, as a feint to amuſe the enemy, and de- 

ceive them with regard to the place of diſembarka. 

tion, while the General had determined to wy 

about a league to the weſtward of Querqueville,' th 

moſt weſtern fort in the bay. The other bomb. 

ketches, being poſted along ſhore, did confiderable 

execution upon the entrenchments, not only by 

throwing ſhells in the uſual way, but alſo by uſing 

ball- mortars, filled with great quantities of balls, 

which may be thrown to a great diſtance, and, by 

ſcattering as' they fly, do abundance of miſchief. 

While the ketches fired without ceaſing, the gre- 


nadiers and guards were rowed regularly aſhore in | | 9 
the flat · bottomed boats, and, landing without oppo- $4 
firion, inſtantly formed, on a ſmall open portion of 5 


the beach, with a natural breaſt-work in their front, 
having on the other fide a hollow way, and a >. 4 | 
riſing beyond ĩt with a ſudden aſcent : on the left, 
the ground was interſected by hedges, and covered 
with orchards, and from this quarter the enemy ad- 
vanced in order. The Britiſh troops immediately ' 
quitted the breaſt=work, in order to meer them half. | 
way, and a ſtraggling fire began; but the French 
edging to the lett, took poſſeſſion of the hill, from 
whence they piqueered with the advanced poſts of 
the Engliſh. - In the mean time, the reſt of the in- 
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fantry were diſembarked, and the enemy at night 
retired. As the light troops were not yet landed, 
General Bligh encamped that night at the village of 
Erville, on a picce of ground that did not extend 
above four hundred paces; ſo that the tents were 
pitched in a crowded and irregular manner. Next 
morning, the General having received intelligence 
that no parties of the enemy were ſeen moving on 
the hill, or in the plain, and that Fort Querqueville 
was entirely abandoned, made a diſpoſition for 
marching in two columns to Cherbourg. An ad- 


vanced party took immediate poſſeſſion of Querque- 


flity. Theſe outrages, however, were no { 
- -knovn, than the General took immediate ſte 


ville; and the lines and batteries along the ſhore 
were now deſerted by the enemy. Ihe Britiſh 
forces marching behind St. Aulne, Ecœurdeville, 
Hommet, and La Galet, found the town of Cher- 
bourg likewiſe abandoned, and the gates being open, 
entered it without oppoſition. The citizens; en- 
couraged- by a maniteſto containing a promiſe of 

rotection, which had been publiſhed; and diſtri- 

uted, in order to quiet their apprehenſions, received 
their new gueſts with a good grace, overwhelming 
them with civilities, for which they met with a very 
ungrateful return; ſor as the bulk of the army was 
not regularly encamped and ſuperintended, the ſol- 
diers were at liberty to indulge themſelves in riot 
and licentiouſneſs. All night long they ravaged the 
adjacent country without reſtraint ; andas no guards 
had been regularly placed in the ſtreets and ave- 
nues of Cherbourg, to prevent diſorders, the town 
itſelf was not exempred from pillage and bruta- 


' for putting a ſtop to them for the preſent, and 


preventing all irregularities for the future. Next 
morning the place being reconnoitred, he deter- 
mined to deſtroy, without delay, all the forts and 
the baſon; and the execution of this deſign was 
left to the engineers, aſſiſted by the officers OO 

| | 8 


\ 
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fleet and artillery, Great ſums of money had been CHAP. 
expended upon the harbour and baſon of Cherbourg, Yb |, 
which at one time was conſidered by the French 7 
Court as an object of great importance, from its 
ſituation reſpecting the river Seine, as well as the 
oppoſite coaſt of England; but as the works were 
left unfiniſhed, in all appearance the plan had grown 
into diſreputation. be enemy had raiſed ſeveral 
unconnected batteries along the bay; but the town 
itſelf was quite open and defenceleſs. While the 
engineers were employed in demoliſhing the works, 
thelight-horſeſcoured the country, and detachments 
were every day ſent out towards Walloign, at the 

_ diſtance of four leagues frem Cherbourg, where the 
enemy were encamped, and every hour received 
reinforcements. Several ſkirmiſhes were fought by 
the out- parties of each army, in one of which Capt, 
Lindfay, a gallant young officer, who had been very 
inſtrumental in training the light-horſe, was mor- 
tally wounded. The Retour and baſon of Cher. 
bourg being deſtroyed, together with all the forts 
in the neighbourhood; and about twenty pieces of 
braſs cannon ſecured” on board the Engliſh ſhips, 1 
a contribution, ne. to about three thouſand 1 


pounds ſterling, was exacted upon the town, and a 1 

an of re- embarkation, concerted; as it appeared : 1 4 

om the reports of peaſants and deſerters, that the 1 
enemy were already increaſed to a formidable num- | Tat 
ber. A light entrenchment being raiſed, ſufficient | 18 
to defend the laſt diviſion that ſhould be re- embarked, Big 
the ſtores and artillery were ſhipped, and the light _ 
horſes conveyed on board their re PEN tranſports, cit 
by means of platforms laid in the flat-bottomed vel- Wal 
ſels. On thefixteenthday of Auguſt, at threeo'clock — +» uy 
in the morning, the forces marched from Cher- 105 
Bourg down to the beach, and re-embarked at Fort 1 
Galet, without the leaſt diſturbance from the enemy. BY 
4 XLIX.” This ſervice being happily performed, $51 
the flcex ſet fail for the coaſt of England, and an- 15 
1 = T 3 * 2 ; choreq; ; 4 


HISTORY OF/ENGLAND. 


BOOK chored in the road of Weymouth, under the 


III. 


1758. 
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high 
land of Portland. In two days it Worked and — 
again to the ſouthward; z but was obliged, by con- 
trary winds, to return to the ſame riding. The 
ſecond effort, however, was more effectual. The 
fleet with ſome difficulty kept the ſea, and ſteering. 
to the French coaſt, came to anchor in the bay 


25 Lunaire, two leagues to the weſtward of 


Maloes, againſt which it was Getermined to 
make another attempt. The ſloops and ketches 
being ranged along ſhore to cover the diſembark- 
ation, the troops landed on a fair open beach, and 
a detachment of grenadiers was ſent to the harbour 
of St. Briac, above the town of St, Malo, where 
they deſtroyed about fifteen ſmall veſſels: but St. 


Maloes itſelf being properly ſurveyed, appeared to 


be above inſult, either from the land forces or the 


| ſhipping. The mouth of the river that forms its 
baſon, 


extends above two miles in breadth at its 


narroweſt part, fo as to be out of the reach of land 
batteries, and the entrance is defended by ſuch forts 


and batteries as the thips of war could not pretend 
to ſilence, conſidering the difficult navigation of the 
channels; beſides fiſty pieces of large cannon planted 


on theſe forts and batteries, the enemy had mounte 


4 


forty. on the welt ſide. of the town; and the baſon 


was, moreover, ſtrengthened by ſeyen frigates ot 
armed veſſels, whoſe guns might have been braught 
to bear upon any batteries that could be raiſed on 
ſhare, as well as upon ſhips. entering by the uſual 
channel. For theſe ſubſtantial reaſons the deſign 
againſt St, Maloes was dropped; but the General 
being unwilling to re-embark, without haying taken 


ſome ſtep for the further, annoyance of the'enemy; 


reſolved to penetrate into the country, conducting 


his motions, however, ſo as to be near the. fleet; 


which had, by this time, quitted the bay of St. Las 
naire, where it could not ride with any ſafety; and 


anchored in the bay of St. Cas, about three leagues | 
een eee 


err p23 8 


Gifs On Friday the eighth of September, Ge- CH 


neral Bligh, with his little army, his march 
for Guildo, at the diſtance of nine miles, which he 
reached in the evening: next day he croſſed a lit- 
tle gut or inlet of 5 = ſea, at low water, and his 
lc 5 being incommoded by the peaſants, who fired 
at them from hedges and houſes, he ſent a prieſt 
with a meſlage, intimating, that if they would not 
deſiſt, he would reduce their houſes. to aſhes. No 
regard being paid to this intimation, the houſes 
were actually ſet on fire as ſoon as the troops had 
formed their camp about two miles on the other fide 
of the inlet. Next morning he proceeded to the 
village of Matignon, where, after ſome ſmart ſkir- 
miſhing, the. French piquets appeared, drawn up 


order, to the number of two battalions; but 


having ſuſtained a few ſhot from the Engliſh field- 

ieces, and ſeeing the grenadiers advance, they ſud- 
deu „ Bligh continuing his route 
through the village, encamped in the open ground, 
about three miles from the bay of St. Cas, which 


was this day reconnoitred for re-embarkation: for he 


now received undoubted intelligence, that the Duke 
d' Aiguillon had advanced from Breſt to Lambale, 
within fix miles of the Engliſh camp, at the head 
of twelve regular battalions, ſix ſquadrons, two re- 
giments of militia, eight mortars, and ten pieces of 
cannon. The bay of St. Cas Was covered by an 
entrenchment which the enemy had thrown, up, to 
prevent or oppoſe any diſembarkation: and on the 


* 


outſide of this work there was a range of ſand-hills 


extending along ſhore, which could have ſerved ay 
a cover to the enemy, from whence: they might have 
annoyed the troops in re-embarking: for this reaſon a 
opoſal was made to the General, that the forces 
uld be re- embarked from a fair 


| | ram a fair open beach on 
the left, between St. Cas and Guildo; but this ad- 


vice was rejected, and, indeed, the ſubſequent ope · 
rations of the army N ſtrongly of blind ben 
1 15 + Cy | 
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and raſh preſumption. Had the troops decamped 
in the night without noiſe, in all probability they 
would have arrived at the beach before the French 
had received the leaſt intelligence of their motion; 
and, in that caſe, the wh army, conſiſting of 
about fix thouſand men, might have been re-em- 
barked without the leaſt interruption : but, inſtead 
of this cautious manner of proceeding, the drums 
were beaten at two o'clock in the morning, as if 


with. intention to give notice to the enemy, who 


forthwith repeated the ſame ſignal. The troops 
were in motion before three, and thongh the length 
of the march did not exceed three miles, the halts 
and interruptions were ſo numerous and frequent, 
that they did not arrive on the beach of St. Cas 
till nine. Then the embarkation was begun, and 
might have been happily finiſhed, had the tranſports 
lain near the ſhore, and received. the men as faſt as 
the boats could have conveyed” them on board, 
without diſtinction; but many ſhips rode at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, and every boat carried the men 


on board the refpective tranſports” to which they 


belonged; à punctilio of diſpoſition by which a gre: 
deal ve ink was Werren ces 5 
fmall ſfiips and bomb · ketches were brought near the 
More, to cover the embarkation; and a confide- 
rable number of ſea-officers were ſtationed on tho 
beach, to ſuperintend the boats crews, and regulate 
the ſervice; but, notwithſtanding all their attention 
and authority, ſome of che boats were [otherwiſe 


employed Tal the unhappy ſoldiers. 
m 


Had all the cutters and ſmall:craft belonging to the 
feet been properly occupied in this ſervice, rhe du 
Fen and diſaſter of the day would ſcarce have-hap* 


pened. The Britiſn forces had 3 x liteſe 
bn the march but no confiderable body of the eneitiy 


5 peared until the embarkation was begun; then 
5 forthwith opened a battery of ten cannon and 
* | os a 


eight 


took poffeſfion of an eminence by a WInd-mill, 
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eight mortars, from whence they fired with conſi- CHAP. 


derable effect upon the g on the beach, and 
on the boats in their paſſage. moe afterwards be- 
gan to march down the hill, y covered by 4. 
Fs low way on their left, On to gain a w 
where they might form and extend themſelves along 
the front of the Engliſh, and advance againſt them 
under ſhelter of the ſand-hills; but in their geſcent 
they ſuffered extremely from the cannon and mortars 
of the ſhipping which made great havock, and 
threw them into confuſion. © Their line of march 
down the hill was ſtaggered and for ſome time 
continued in ſuſpenſe; then they turned off to one 
fide,” extended themfelves along a hill to their leſt, 
and advanced in a hollow way, from whence they 
ſuddenly-ruſtied out to the attack. Though the 
25 90 part of the Britiſh troops were already md 
arked;' the rear- guard, conſiſting of b gra 

diers, and half of the firſt! "reg! ent 

mained on the ſhore, to the n 4 of fit 7 21 Ns 
dred, under the command of Major-General Dury. 
This officer, ſeeing the French advance, ordered 


et 
1758. 


his troops to form in grand diviſions, and march 


from behind the bank that covered them, in order 
to charge the enemy before they could be formed 
n the plain. Had this ſtep been taken when it was 
ft ſuggeſted to Mr. Dury, before the French 
pete hy from the 'hollow way, perhaps it 
mig far ſucceeded” as to diſconcert and 


throw them into confuſion: but by this time they 
had extended themſelbes into à very formidable 
front; and no hope remained of being able to witha 


ſtand ſuch a ſuperior number. Inſtead of attempts 
ing to fight againſt'ſuch' odds in an open field of 


battle, they might have retreated: along the beach:ro | 


a ek on the left, ih>which' progreſs their right 
me would have been fecured by tie entrenchment; 
the Eneniy could not have ued them along 


the more, Fithour' nn to ſuch a fire * | 


*317 vj 14 


3 
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the ſhipping, as in all. probability they could not 
have ſuſtained; This ſcheme was en propoſed 


to Mr. Dury ;- but he ſeemed to be actuated by a 
ſpirit of infatuation. - The Engliſh line being drawn 


up in uneven: ground, began the action with an 
irregular fire from right ro left, which the enemy 


returned but their uſual fortitude and reſolution 
ſeemed to forſake them on this occaſion. They ſaw 
themſelves in danger of being ſurrounded, and cut 


in pieces; their officers dropped on every fide; and 


all hope of retreat was now intercepted. \-/ In this 
cruel dilemma their ſpirits-failed ; they were ſeized 
with a panick; they faultered, they broke; and in 
leſs than five minutes after the engagement began 
enemy, who no ſooner ſaw them give way than they 
fell in among them with their bayonets fixed, and 


made a great carnage. General Dury being dan- 
gerouſly wounded, ran into the ſea, where he periſh- 


ed; and this was the fate of a great number, officers 
as well as ſoldiers. Many ſwam towards the boats 
and veſſels, Which were ordered to give them all 
manner of aſſiſtance; but by far the greater number 
were either butchered on the beach, or drowned in 
the water: a ſmall body, however, inſtead of throw- 
ing themſelves into the ſea, retired to the rock on 
the left, where they made a ſtand, until they had 


_ exhauſted their ammunition, and then ſurrendered 
at diſcretion. The havock was moreover increaſed 
by the ſhot and ſhells. diſcharged. from the battery 


which the enemy had raiſed on the hill. The 
laughter would not have been ſo great had not the 
French ſoldiers been exaſperated: 

the frigates; which was ſtill maintained even after the 
Engliſh troops 
filenced by a ſignal from the Commodore, than the 


enemy exhibized' a noble example of ab 


and humanity, in granting immediate quarter 


protection t the vanquiſbed. About one thouſand 


y the fire from 


were routed: but this was no ſooner 


S SFB Sz 


oO ad 


— on this py ; 1 8 ad- 
vantage cheaply purchaſed by the French troops, 
among whom the ſhot and ſhells from the frigates 
and ketehes had done great execution. The cle 
mency of the victors was the more remarkable, as 


the ;Byitiſh troops in this expedition had been ſhame... 


fully guilty; of rharauding, pillaging, burning, and 
other exceſſes. . War h fe N N 
ſeyere in its. conſequences; that the exerciſe of gene- 
roſity and compaſſion, by which its horrors are miti- 
gated, - ought ever to be applauded, encou 
and imitated. We ought alſo to uſe gur beſt;endea- 
yours: to deſerye this treatment at the hands of a 
civilized enemy. Let us be humane in dur turn to 
thoſe whom the fate of war had ſubjected to our 
power: let us, in proſecuting our military opera- 
tions, maintain the moſt rigid diſcipline among the 
troops, and xreligiouſſy abſiain from all acts of vio+ 
lenee and oppreſſion. Thus, a laudable emulation 
will undoubtedly enſue, and the powers at war vie 
wich each other in humanity and politeneſs. In 
other reſpects, the commander of an invading arma 
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choſen men of the Engliſh army were killed and CHAP. 


1758, 


ment, will always find his account in being well with 


the common peaple of the country in which the 
deſcent is ak; he Buy civil treatment and ſeaſonable 
tificationg, they will be encouraged to bring into 
e.camp regular ſupplies of proviſion and refreſh- 
ment; they will mingle; with the ſoldiers, and even 
form friendſhips among them; ſerve as guides, meſ- 


ſengers, and Interpreters; let out their cattle; for 


hire as draft-horſes: work in their own perſons. as 


dayrlabourexs: diſcover proper fords, bridges, roads, 


paſſes, and deſiles; and. 3 managed, com- 
municate many uſeful hints of intelligence. If great 
care and cireumſpection be not exerted in maintain- 


3 line, and bridling the licentious diſpoſition 
of the ſoldiers, ſuch in will be productive of 


nothing but miſcarriage * iy 
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a e is but a pitatical way of carrying on wars ad 105 
: troops engaged: in it are, in ſome meature, wal 
1758. debauched by che nature of the ſervice. They are a 
_*. erowded together in tranſports; where the minute boys? 
particulars of military order cannot be obſerved, 2 
even though the good of the ſervice greatly: depends 2 
upon a due obſervance of theſe forms. The ſoldiers th 
grow negligent, and inattentive to cleamieſs andthe 2 
exterior ornaments of dteſs: they become flovenly, er 
ſlothful, and altogether aufit for a return of duty: lis 

rchty are tumbled about occafionaliy in ſhips and be 
 baats;landed and rezembarkedih a tumultuous man- gif 
ner, under à divided and diſorderly command: 1. 
they are accuſtomed to retire at the firſt report of 9 
an approachingenetny, and to take. ſnelter on àno- abi 
ther element; my, their ſmall pillaging parties are a 
often obliged to fly beforeunarmed peaſants. ' Their wh 
duty on fuch occaſions is the moſt unmanly part of rh 
a ſoldier's office; namely, to ruin, xavage, and de- the 
ſtroy. They ſoon yield to the WT ee e ſel 
lage, and are habituated to rapine they givelooſe Ge 

to intemperance, riot, and intoxication; commit a St 
thouſand exceſſes; and, when the enemy, appears, the 

run on board the {hips with their booty. Thus the the 
dignity of the ſervice is debafed : they doſe all ſenſe 1 
of honour and of ſhame: they are no longer re- 65 
ſtricted by military laws, nor over-awed by the ſank 


authority of officers; in a word, they degenerate 
unto a Gi ot lau leſs Buecaneers. From ſuch a 
total relaxation of morals and diſcipline, what can 


enſue but riot, confuſion, diſtonour, and defeat? ſos 
All the advantage that can be expected from theſe aA 
ſudden ſtarts at invaſion ill / ſcarce over balance * 
the evils e have mentioned together with the ex- ſea- 
traordinary expenſe of equipping armaments of this rect 
nature. Fuue it is, theſe deſcents oblige the French mal 
King to einploy a conſillexable number of his troops wit 
for the defence of his maritime places: they ſerve dil 
to ruin che trade of his ſubjeche, protect the haviga - 
Trav 1 455 _ Vc 
liz. 
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tion of Great-Britain, and ſecure its coaſt from in- CHAP. 
vaſion; but theſe purpoſes might be as effectually VIII. | 
anſwered, at a much ſmaller expenſe, by the-ſhip- >= 
ping alone. Should it be Judged expedient, how- 788. 
ever, to proſecute this deſultory kind of war, the 
commanders employed in it will do well to conſider, 
that a deſcent ought never to be hazarded in an 
enemy's country, without having taken proper pre- 
cautions to ſecure a retreat; that the ſevereſt diſci- 
line ought to be preſerved during all the operations 
Trad e that a — ought Neves to 
diſembark but upon a well concerted plan, nor com- 
mence his military tranſactions without ſome im- 
mediate point or object in view; that a re- embark- 
ation ought never to be attempted, except from a 
clear open beach, where the approaches of an enemy 
may be ſeen, and the troops covered by the fire of 
their ſhipping. Thoſe who preſumed to reflect upon 
the particulars of this laſt expedition, owned them- 
ſelves at a loſs to account tor the conduct of the 
General, in remaining on ſhore after the deſign upon 
St. Maloes was laid aſide; in penetrating ſo far into 
the country, without any viſible object; neglecting ; 
the repeated intelligence which he received; com- 1 
municating, by beat of drum, his midnight motions | 
1 
| 
f 


to an enemy of double his force; loitering near 

ſeven hours in a march of three miles ; and, laſtly, 
attempting the re-embarkation of the troops at a | 
place where no proper meaſures had been taken for %. batt: 
their cover and 2 — After the action of St. Cas, KEW 
ſome civilities, by meſſage, paſſed between the Duke Wk 
d'Aiguillon'and the Engliſh commanders, who were Bi 
favoured with a liſt of the priſoners, including four —_ 
ſea=captains; and aſſured that the wounded ſhould 
receive all poſſible comfort and affiſtance. Theſe 
matters being adjuſted, Commodore Howe returned 
with the fleet to Spithead, and the ſoldiers were 
diſembarked. 1 n 
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= 
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B 8 LI. The ſucceſs of the attempt upon Cher: 


* 


\ 


bourg had elevated the people toa degree of childiſh 


N triumph; and the government thought proper to 


indulge this petulant 


ſpirit of exultation, by expoſing 
twenty-one pieces of French cannon in Hyde- park, 
from whence they were drawn in proceſſion to the 


Tower, amidſt the acclamations of the populace. 
_ From this pinnacle of elation and pride they were 


precipitated to the abyſs of deſpon Jence or 2 


tion, by the account of the — at St. 


which buoyed up the ſpirits of the French in the 
ſame proportion. The people of that nation began 
to ſtand in need of ſome ſuch cordial after the loſſes 
they had ſuſtained, and the miniſtry of Verſailles did 
not fail to make the moſt of this advantage; they 
publiſhed 'a pompous; narrative of the battle at St. 
Cas, and magnified into a mighty victory the puny 
check which they had given to the rear-guard of an 
inconſiderabie detachment. The people received it 
with implicit belief, becauſe it was agreeable to their 
paſſions, and congratulated themſelves upon their 
ſucceſs in les, dictated by that vivacity ſo 
peculiar to the French nation. Indeed. theſe are 
artifices which the miniſters of every nation find it 
neceſſary to uſe at certain conjunctures, in govern- 
ing the turbulent and capricious multitude. After 
the mis fortune at St. Cas, nothing further was at- 
tempted by that armament; nor was any enterpriſe 
of importance atchieved by the Britiſh thips in Eu- 
rope during the courſe of this ſummer. The 
cruiſers, however, ſtill continued active and alert. 


| * Hervey, in the ſhip Monmouth, deſtroyed 


a French ſhip of forty guns in the iſland of Malta; 
an exploit of which the Malteſe loudly complained, 
as a violation of their neutrality. About twenty fail 
ot ſmall French veſſels were driven aſhore on the 
rocks of Bretagne, by ſome cruiſers belonging to the 
fleet commanded by Lord Anſon, after a ſmart en- 
gagement with two frigates, under whoſe convoy 

8 5 they 


onen . 
they failed; In the month of November the Belli- CH AP. 
ueux, a French ſhip of war, mounted with ſixty- . 
2 guns, having, my miſtake, run up St. George's 1358 
channel, and anchored in Lundy- road, * 1 
Saumarez; of the Antelope, then lying in King- 
road, immediately weighed and went in queſt of 
her, according to the advice he had received. When 
he appeared, the French Captain heaved up his 
anchor, and made a ſhow of preparing for an en- 
gagement; but ſoon hauled down his colours, and, 
without firing a ſhot, ſurrendered, with a comple- 
ment of ——— ſeventeen men, to a ſhip 
of inferior force, both in number of hands and 
weight of metal. By this time the Engliſh priva- 
teers ſwarmed to ſuch a degree in the channel, that 
ſcarce a French veſſel durſt quit the harbour, and 
conſequently there was little or no booty to be ob- 
tained. In this dearth of legal prizes, ſome of the 
adventurers were tempted to commit acts of piracy, 
and actually rifled the ſhips of neutral nations. A 
Dutch veſſel, having on board the and 
dome ſticks belonging to the Marquis de Pignatelli, 
Ambaſſador from the Court of Spain to the King ly 
of Denmark, was boarded three times ſucceſſively g = 
1 
bt 


by the crews of three different privateers, 'who 

forced the hatches, rummaged the hold, broke 

and rifled the trunks and boxes of the 3 

inſulted and even cruelly bruiſed his officers, ſtripped 

his domeſticks, and carried off his effects, together 
with letters of credit, and a bill of exchange. Com 

plaints of theſe outrages being made to the Court 


of London, the Lords of the Admiralty promiſed, Wig 
in the Gazette, a reward of five ma ch vat pounds, 1 
without deduction, to any perſon who ſhould diſ- 1 
cover the offenders concerned in theſe acts of piracy. | Wh 
Some of them were detected accordingly, - and ; Fn 
brought to condign punithment. | 44448 1 i : 


$ LIL. The Dutch had for ſome time carried on 
a very conſiderable traffick, not only in taking 25 
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BOOK fair advan of their neutrality, but alſo in ſup- 
— plying the French with naval ſtores, and tranſport- 
1758. ing the produce of the French ſugar-colonies to 
Europe, as carriers hired by the proprietors. The 
Engliſh government, incenſed at this unfair com- 
merce, proſecuted with ſuch flagrant partiality for 
their enemies, iſſued orders for the cruiſers to arreſt 
all ſhips of neutral Powers that ſnould have French 
property on board; and theſe orders were executed 
with rigour and ſeverity. A great number of Dutch 
. ſhips were taken, and condemned as legal prizes, 
both in England and Jamaica: ſometimes the owners 
met with hard meaſure, and ſome crews were treated 
with inſolence and barbarity. The ſubjects of the 
United Provinces raiſed a loud clamour againſt the 
Engliſh, for having, by theſe captures, violated the 
law of nations, and the particular creaty. of com- 
merce ſubſiſting between Great-Britain and the Re- 
blick. Remonſtrances were made to the. Engliſh 
Miniſtry, who expoſtulated, in their turn, with che 
Deputies of the States- General; and the two nations 
were inflamed againſt each other with the moſt bit- 
5 ter animoſity. The Britiſh Reſident at the Hague, 
ina conference with the States, repreſented, that the 
King his maſter could not hope to ſee peace ſpeedily 
re-eſtabliſhed, if the neutral Princes ſhould aſſume 
a right of carrying on the trade of his enemies; 
that he expected, from their knovn juſtice, and the 
alliance by which they were ſo nearly connected with 
his ſubjects; they would honeſtly abandon this frau- 
dulent commerce, and agree that naval ftores ſhould 
be comprebended in the claſs of contraband com- 
modities. He anſwered ſome articles of the com- 
pülaints they had made with an appearance of can- 
dour and moderation; declared his Majeſty's abhor- 
rence of the violences which had been committed 
upon the ſubjects of the United Provinces ; explained 
rhę ſteps which had been taken by the Engliſh go- 
| to bring the offenders to juſtice, as well 
as 


G EON UT A 


ſured them, that his Britannick Majeſty had nothin 
more at heart than to renew and maintain, in full 
force, the mutual confidence and friendſhip by which 
the maritime Powers of England and Holland had 
been ſo long united. 

S LUI. Theſe profeſſions of eſteem and affection 
were not ſufficient to quiet the minds, and appeaſe 


the reſentment of the Dutch merchants; and the 


French party, which was both numerous and power- 
ful, employed all their art and influence to exaſpe- 
rate their paſſions, and widen the breach between the 
two nations. The Court of Verſailles did not fail 
to ſeize this opportunity of infinuation: while, on 
one hand, their miniſters and emiſſaries in Holland 
exaggerated the indignities and injuries which the 
States had ſuſtained from the inſolence and rapacity 
of the Engliſh; they, on the other hand, flattered 
and oe them with little advantages in trade, and 
forma ag of reſpect. Such was the memo- 
rial deliwered by the Count D' Affry, intimating that 
the 2 een being under an abſolute neceſſity 
of employing all her forces to defend her heredi- 
tary dominions in Germany, ſhe had been obliged 
to withdraw her troops from Oſtend and Nieuport; 
and applied to the French King, as her ally neareſt 
at hand, to garriſon theſe two places, which, how- 


ever, ſhould be reſtored at the peace, or ſooner, - 


ſhould her Imperial Rey think proper. The 
ſpirit of the Dutch merc 


ants, at this juncture, and 
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as to prevent ſuch outrages for the future; and aſ- CHAP. 
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their ſentiments with reſpect to England, appeared 


with very high colouring in a memorial to the 
States-General, ſubſcribed by two hundred and ſixty- 


nine traders, compoſed and preſented with equal 
ſecreſy and circumſpection. In this famous remon- 


ſtrance they complained, that the violences and un- 


juſt depredations committed by the Engliſh ſhips of 


war and privateers on the veſſels and effects of them 
and their fellow- ſubjects, were not only continued, 
Vol. IV. | 66 bur 
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BOOK but daily multiplied; and cruelty and exceſ carried 


FL * 


1756. 


to ſuch a pitch of wanton barbarity, that the peti- 
tioners were forced to implore the aſſiſtance of their 


High Mightineſſes to protect, in the moſt efficacious 


manner, the commerce and navigation, which were 
the two finews of the Republick. For this neceſſary 
purpoſe they offered to contribute each his contin- 


gent, and to arm at their own. charge; and other 


propoſitions were made for an immediate augmen- 
tation of the marine. While this party induſtriouſly 
exerted all their power and credit to effect a rupture 


with England, the Princeſs Gouvernante employed 


all her intereſt and addreſs to divert them from this 
object, and alarm them with reſpect to the power 
and deſigns of France; againſt which ſhe earncſlly 
hs has them to augment their military forces by 


land, that they might be prepared to defend them 


ſelves againſt all invaſion. At the ſame time, ſhe 
ſpared no pains to adjuſt the differences between her 
huſband's country and her father's kingdom ; and, 


without doubt, her healing councils were of great 


efficacy in preventing matters from coming to a very 


dangerous cxtremity. 


$1 


y 


i 


| the Aulick Council againſt the Elector of Hanover and 
others. 


Duke de Randan. 


S XXIX. General Ob 


I: 

Fn taten. $ III. Unſucceſsful attempt upon Co- 
rere. S IV. Expedition to Cape Breton. & V. Louiſ- 
bourg taken, 5 VI. And St. Jobn's. $ VII. Un- 
ſucceſsful attempt upon Ticonderoga. $ VIII. Fort 
Frontenac taken and 1947 by the Engliſh. S IX. 
0 


Brigadier Forbes lakes 
ree taken. 
' $ XII, Gallant exploit of Captain Tyrrel. 
Tranſatttons in the Eaft- Indies. 
s the French fleet. 


u' 


IS. 


K On r H 


dition againſt Senegal. $ II. Fort Louis and © 


rt du Queſne. 5 X. Go- 


the French. Second engagement between 


Adm, Pococke and M. d Apebe. & XV. Progreſs of 
M. Lally. 


$ XVI. Tranſa&tons on the continent 


of Eurape. $ XVII. King of Pruſſia raiſes con- 


tributions in & 


„and the Domi nions of the. Duke 


of Wirtemberg., $ XVIII. State of the armies on 
the continent. & XIX. French King changes the 


adminiſtration of Hanover. 


between the French King and the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſe. 
and the Duke of Brunſwick: & XXII. Decree of 


B 
D 


XXI. Treaty between the French King 


$ XXIII. Bremen taken by the Duke de 


lio, and retaken by. Prince Ferdinand. & XXIV. 


de Richelieu recalled. Generous conduct of the 


XXV. The French abandon 


Hanover. Prince of Brunſwick reduces Hoya and Min 
den. $ XX VI. Prince Ferdinand defeats the French 
at Creveldt, and takes Duſſeldorp. $ XXVII. 
Prince of Yſenbourg defeated by the Duke de Broglio. 
$ XXVIII. General Imboff} defeats M. de Chevert. 


defeated by the French at 


- Landwernhagen. & XXX. Death of the Dute of 
Marlborough. * Operations-.of the King 


« < 


$ XI. Shipwreck of Captain Barton. 
$ XIII. 
Adm. Pococke en- 
$ XIV. Fort St. David's 


$ XX: Plan of a treaty 
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of Pruſſia, at the beginning of the campaign, 


$ XXXII. He enters Moravia, and inveſts Olmutz. 


$ XXXIII. He is obliged to raiſe the ſiege, and re- 
tires into Bohrmia, where he takes Koning ſeratz. 
S XXXIV. Progreſs of the Rifians. & XXXV. 
King of . Pruſſia defeats the Ruſſians at Zorndorf. 
S XXXVI. And ts defeated by the Auſtrians: at 
Hochkirchen. & XXXVII. He retires to Sileſia. 
$XXXVIII. Suburbs of Dreſden burnt by the Pru/- 
. ian govermr. S XXXIX. King of Pruſſia raiſes 
_ the ſiege of Neiſs, and relieves Dreſden. & XL. In- 
 habitants of Saxony erievouſly oppreſſed. XIII. 
, Progreſs of the Sweges in Pomerania. S XLII. 
Prince Charles of Saxony elected Duke of Courland. 
S XLNI. King of England's memorial to the Diet of 
the Empire. S XLIV. Death of Pope Benedict. 
$ XLV. King of Pcriugal aſſaſſinated. & XLVI. 
Proceedings of the French miniflry. $ XLVIIL. Con- 
duc of the King of Denmark. $XLVUIL. Anſwers 
1 the charges brought by the Dutch. againſi the 
Engliſh cruiſers. $ XLIX. Conferences between the 
Britiſh Ambaſſader and the Slales-General. \ L. 
Further proceedings. *'* © . 


91. 8 5 HE whole ſtrength of Great-Britain, 

during this campaign, was not exhauſted 
in petty deſcents upon the coaſt of France. The 
continent of America was the great theatre on which 
her chief vigour was diſplayed; nor did ſhe fail to 
exert herſelf in ſucceſsful efforts againſt the French 
ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa. The whole gum 
trade, from Cape Blanco to the river Gambia, an 
extent of five hundred miles, had been engroſſed by 


the French, who built Fort Louis within the mouth 


of the Senegal, extending their factories near three 


hundred leagues up that river, and on the ſame coaſt ' 


had fortified the iſland of Goree, in which they 


maintained a, conſiderable garriſon. The gum- 
ſenega, of which a great quantity is uſed by the 
5 2 manufacturers 


JJ. ͤ ĩðͤ2 * - os 
manufacturers of England, being wholly in the hands CHAP. 
of the enemy, the Englich dealers were obliged to 8 
buy it at ſecond-hand from the Dutch, who pur- ,..e. 
chaſed it of the French, and exacted an exorbitant 
rice for that commodity. This conſideration ſor- 

arded the plan for annexing the country to the 
poſſeſſion of Great-Britain. The project was firſt 
26nceived by Mr. Thomas Cumming, a ſenſible 

Quaker, who, as a private merchant, had made a 
voyage to Portenderrick, an adjoining part of the 
coaſt, and contracted a perſonal acquaintance with 
Amir, the Mooriſh King of Legibelli * He found 
this African Prince extremely well difpoſed towards 
the ſubjects of Great-Britain, whom he publickly 
preferred to all other Europeans, and ſo exaſperated 
againſt the French, that he declared he ſhould never 
be eaſy till they were exterminated from the river 1 
Senegal. At that very time he had commenced 
hoſtilities againſt them, and earneſtly deſired that 
the King of England would ſend out an armament 5 1 
to reduce Fort Louis and Goree, with ſome ſhips of 3 
force to protect the traders. In that caſe, he pro- ; 
miſed to join his Britannick Majeſty's forces, and | 
grant an excluſive trade to his ſubjects. Mr. Cum- 
ming, not only perceived the advantages that would 
reſult. from ek an excluſive privilege with regard 

to the gum, but foreſaw many other important con- +", 
ſequences of an extenſive trade in a country, which, - 

over and above the gum-ſenega, contains man t A 
valuable articles, fuch as gold-duft, elephants teeth, | 
hides, cotton, bees-wax, ſlaves, oſtrich-feathers, in- 
digo, ambergris, and civet. Elevated with the pro- 

| ſpect of an acquiſition ſo valuable to his country, 
this honeſt Quaker was equally minute and indefa- 
tigable in his enquiries touching the commerce of 
the coaſt, as well as the ſtrength and ſituation of the 
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The name the natives give to that part of South R to 
merchants and navigators by that of the Gum Coaſt, and d in maps, 
The, Sandy Deſert of Sata, and ſometimes Zara, 8 : 
MES French. 
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BOOK French ſettlements on the river Senegal; and, at 


— 
1758. 


his return to England, actually formed the plan of 
an expedition for the conqueſt of Fort-Louis. This 
was preſented to the Board of Trade, by whom it 
was approved, aſter a ſevere examination; but it re- 
quired the patriotic zeal, and invincible perſeverance 


of Cumming, to ſurmount a variety of obſtacles be- 


fore it was adopted by the miniſtry; and even then 
it was not executed in its full extent. He was 


abridged of one large ſhip, and in lieu of ſix hun- 
dred land forces, to be drafted from different regi- 


ents, which he in vain demanded, firſt from the 
ke of Cumberland, and afterwards from Lord Li- 
onier, the Lords of the Admiralty allotted two hun- 
dec marines only for this ſervice.” After repeated 
ſolicitation he, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and fifty-ſeven, obtained an order, that the 
two annual ſhips bound.to the coaſt of Guinea ſhould 
be joined by a ſloop and two buſſes, and make an 


attempt upon the French ſettlement in the river 
Senegal. Theſe ſhips, however, were detained by 


contrary winds until the ſeaſon was too far advanced 
to admit a probability of ſucceſs, and therefore the 
deſign was poſtponed. In the beginning of the 
preſent year, Mr. Cumming being reinforced with 
the intereſt of a conſiderable merchant in the city, 
to whom he had communicated the plan, renewed 
his 1 to the miniſtry, and they reſolved to 
hazard the enterprize. A ſmall ſquadron was 
7 for this expedition, under the command 
of Captain Marſh,” having on board a body of ma- 
rines, commanded by Major Maſon, with a detach- 
ment of artillery, ten pieces of cannon, eight mor- 
tars, and a conſiderable quantity of warlike ſtores 
and ammunition. Captain Walker was appointed 
engineer; and Mr. Cumming was concerned as a 
principal director and promoter of the expedition v. 


_  ® On fhis occaſion Mr. Cumming may ſeem to have aQed dire 


. contrary to the tenets of his religious profeſſion; but he ever dec 
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This little armament failed in the beginning of CHAP. 

March; and in their paſſage touched at the iſland . 

Teneriffe, where, while the ſhips ſupplied themſelves 1758. 

with wine and water, Mr. Cumming proceeded in 

the Swan to Portenderrick, being charged 

with a letter of credence to his old fri the Ing 

of that country, who had favoured him in his la 

viſit with an excluſive trade on that coaſt, by a 

formal. charter, written in the Arabic language. 

This prince was now up the country, engaged in 

a war with his neighbours, called the Diable Moors“; 

and the Queen-Dowager, who remained at Porten- 

derrick, gave Mr. Cumming to underſtand, that ſhe 

could not at preſent ſpare any troops to join the Eng- 

liſn in their expedition againſt Senegal: but ſhe 

aſſured him, that, ſhould the French be exterminated, 

ſhe and their ſubjects would go thither and ſettle. In 

the mean time, one of the chiefs, called Prince 

Amir, diſpatched a e to the King, with ad- 

vice of their arrival and defign. He declared that he 

would, with all poſſible TiC ae aſſemble three 
hundred warriors to join the Engliſhtroops, and that, 

in his opinion, the King would reinforce them with 

a detachment from his army. By this time, Captain 

Marſh, with the reſt of the armament, had arrived 

at Portenderrick, and fearing that the enemy might 

receive intimation of his deſign, reſolved to proceed 

on the expedition, without waiting for the eee | 

auxiluries. On the twenty-ſecond day of April he 
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to the miniſtry, that he was fully perſuaded bis ſchemes might be accom- 
pliſhed without the effuſion of human blood; and that if he thought other- 
wiſe, he would by no means have concerned himſelf about them. He alſo 
| defired, let the conſequence be what it might, his brethren ſhould not be 
chargeable with what was his own ſingle act. If it was the firſt military 
ſcheme of any quaker, let it be remembered it was alſo the firſt ſycceſsfu 
expedition of this war, and one of the firſt that ever was carried on agcord- 
ago ue - "ag ſyſtem of the Quakers, without the loſs of a drop of blood 
on either p 
This is the name by which the ſubjects of Legibelli diſtinguiſh thoſe of 
Brackna, who inhabit the country er up the river Fzncgal, and arein 
_ conſtant alliance with the French. | 3 15 
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_ BOOK yeighed anchor, and next day, at four o'clock, dif. 


„. 


Wed 


1758. 


covered the French flag flying upon Fort-Louis, 
ſituated in the midſt of a pretty conſiderable town, 
which exhibited a very agreeable appearance. The 
Commodore having made prize of a Dutch ſhip 
richly laden with gum, which lay'at anchor without 
the bar, came to anchor in Senegal-road at the 
mouth of the river: and here he perceived ſeveral 
armed ſloops which the enem detached to de- 
fend the paſſage of the bar, which is extremely dan- 

rous. All the boars were employed in conveying 


the ſtores into the ſmall craft, while three of the 


ſloops continued 2 fire over a narrow 
tongue of land with the veſſels of the enemy, con- 
ſiſting of one brig and fix armed ſloops, mounted 


with great guns and ſwivels. At length, the chan- 


nel being diſcovered, and the wind, which gene- 


rally blows down the river, chopping about, Cap- 
ei 


tain Millar, of the London buſs, ſeized that oppor- 
tunit: and paſſing the bar with a flowing ſheet, 
anchor on the inſide, where he lay till night, 
expoſed to the whole fire of the enemy. Next day 
he was joined by the other ſmall veſſels, and a re- 
gular engagement enſued, This was warmly main- 


tained on both ſides, until the buſſes and one dogger 


running a- ground, immediately bulged, and were 


filled with water. Then the troops they contained 


' took to their boars, and with ſome difficulty reached 


the ſhore, ; where they formed in a body, and were 
ſoon joined by their companions from the other veſ- 
ſels ; ſo that now the whole amounted to three hun- 
dred and ninety marines, befides the derachment of 
artillery. - As they laid their account with being at- 


tacked by the natives, who lined the ſhore at ſome ' 


diſtance, ſeemingly determined taoppoſethedeſcent, 


they forchwith threw up an entrenchment, and be- 
gan to diſembark the ſtores, great part of which lay 
under water. While they were employed in raiſing 


this occaſional defence, che negroes came in great 


numbers 
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numbers and ſubmitted; and on the ſucceeding day C HAP. 
they were reinforced by three hundred and fifty , IX. 0 
ſeamen, who paſſed the bar in ſloops, with their en- 1358. 
ſigns and colours flying. W 
$IL They had made no further progreſs in their ope- 
rations, when two French deputies arrived at the en- 
trenchment, with propoſals for a capitulation from 
the Governor of Fort-Louis. After ſome heſitation, 
Captain Marſh and Major Maſon agreed, That all 
the white people belonging to the — com 
at Senegal ſhouſd be ſafely conducted to France in an 
. Engliſh veſſel, without being deprived of their pri- 
vate effects, provided all the merchandize and un- 
coined treaſure ſhould be delivered up to the vidors ; 
and that all the forts, ſtore-hotſes, veſſels, arms, 
proviſions, and 2 article belonging to the com- 
pany in that river, ſhould be put into the hands of 
the Engliſh immediately aſter the capitulation could 
be ſigned. They promiſed that the free natives liv- 
ing at Fort-Louis ſhould remain in gun; ſſeſſion 
wr. effects, and in the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion; and that all negroes, mulattoes, and others, 
who could prove themſelves free, ſhould have it in 
their option either to remain in the place, or remove 
to any other part of the country. The Captains 
Campbell and Walker were immediately ſent up the 
river with a flag of truce, to ſee the articles ſigned 


and executed; but they were ſo retarded by the ra- 95 

idity of the ſtream, that they did not approach the | i bf 
ort till three in the morning. As ſoon as the day A 11 
broke they hoiſted their flag, and rowed up towards | 7 i 


a battery on a point of the iſland, where they lay 
upon their oars very near a full hour, beating the 
chamade; butno notice was taken of their approach. 


Cage 
S SON gr oo 
— — — 

PET =o TY - 


1 
This reſerve appearing myſterious, they retired * 
4 | 4 N 
+ # The viQors, however, committed a very great miſtake in allowing 1 
them to carry off their bookt and accounts, the peruſal of which would have 4 b 
been of infinite ſervice to the Engliſh merchants, by „. them of the | | 
ities, their value, the proper ſeaſons, and methods { proſecuting 1 
| ; " down 
| 1 
1 
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BOOK down the river to their entrenchment, where they 


. 
1753. 


f 


underſtood that 1 on the iſland were in 
arms, and had blocked up the French in Fort-Louis, 


reſolving to defend the place to the laſt extremity, 
unleſs they ſhould be included in the capitulation. 
This intelligence was communicated in a ſecond let- 
ter from the Governor, who likewiſe inſormed the 
Engliſh commander, that unleſs the French ditector- 


general ſhould be permitted to remain with the na- 


tives, as a ſurety for that article of the capitulation 


in which they were concerned, they would allow 
themſelves to be cut in pieces rather than ſubmit. 
This requeſt being granted, the Engliſh forces be- 
gan their march to Fort-Louis, accompanied by a 


number of long boats, in which the artillery and 


ſtores had been embarked. The French ſeeing them 
advance immediately ſtruck their flag; and Major 


Maſon took poſſeſſion of the caſtle, where he found 


ninety-two pieces of cannon, with treaſure and mer- 
chandiſe to a conſiderable value. The corporation 
and burghers of the town of Sencgal ſubmitted, and 


fwore allegiance to his Britannick Majeſty : the 


neighbouring princes, attended' by numerous reti- 


nues, viſited the commander, and concluded treaties 


with the Engliſh nation, and the King of Porten- 


derrick, or Legibelli, ſent an Ambaſſador from his 


camp to Major Mafon, with preſents, compliments, 
of congratulation, and aſſurances of friendſhip. The 
number of free independent Negroes and Mulattoes, 
ſettled at Senegal, amounted to three thouſand, and 


many of theſe enjoyed ſlayes and poſſeſſions of their 


own. The two French factories of Podore and Ga- 
lam, the latter ſituated nine-hundred miles farther 
up the river, were included in the capitulation ; fo 


that Great-Britain, almoſt without ſtriking a blow, 


found herſelf poſſeſſed of a conqueſt, from which, 
with proper management, ſhe may derive incon- 
cervable riches. This important acquiſition was in 
a great meaſure, if not entirely, owing to the ſaga- 
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city, zeal, and indefatigable efforts of Mr. Cumming, CHAR, 
g's {in only formed the plan, and ſolicited the ar- IX. 1 
mament, but al ſo attended the execution of it in per- 758, 1 
ſon, at the hazard of his life, and to the interrup- = 
tion of his private concerns. Y | | . 

III. Fort-Louis being ſecured with an Engliſh 
garriſon, . and ſome armed veſſels left to guard the 
paſſage of the bar, at the mouth of the river, the 

great ſhips proceeded to make an attempt upon the 
iſland of Goree, which lies at the diſtance of thirty 
| Us, j from Senegal. There the French company 
conſiderable magazines and warehouſes, and 
lodged the negro ſlaves until they could be ſhipped 
for the Weſt-Indjes. If the additional force which 
Mr. Cumming propoſed for the- conqueſt of this 
iſland had been added to the armament, in all pro- 
bability the iſland would have been reduced, and in 
that caſe, the nation would have ſaved the conſider- 
able expenſe of a ſubſequent expedition againſt it, 
under the conduct of Commodore Keppel. At pre- 
ſent, the ſhips by which Goree was attacked were 
found unequal to the attempt, and the expedition 
miſcarried accordingly, though the miſcarnage was 
attended with little or no damage to the aſſailants. 
$IV. Scenes of ſtill greater importance were acted 
in North-America, where, excluſive of the fleet and 
marines, the government had aſſembled about fiſty 
thouſand men, including two- and- twenty thouſand 
regular troops. The Earl of Loudoun having re- 
turned to England, the chief command in America 
devolved on Major-General Abercrombie; but as 
the objects of operation were various, the forces were 
divided into three detached bodies, under as many 
different commanders. About twelve thouſand were 
deſtined to undertake the ſiege of Louiſbourg, on 
the iſland of Cape-Breton. Ihe general himſelf re- 
ſerved near ſixteen thouſand for the reduction of 
Crown- Point, a fort ſituated on Lake Champlain: 
eight thouſand, under the conduct of 1 ey 
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BOOK General Forbes, were allotted for the conqueſt of 


— 
s. 


Fort du Queſne, which ſtood a great way to the 


ſouthward, near the river Ohio; and a conſiderable 


garriſon was left at Annapolis, in Nova- Scotia. The 
reduction of Louiſbourg and the iſland of Cape. 


Breton Den an object of immediate conſideration, 


was undertaken with all poſſible diſpatch. Major. 
General Amherſt being joined by Admiral Boſcawen, 
with the fleet and forces. from England, the whole 
armament, conſiſting of one hundred and fifty-ſeven 
ſail, took their departure from the harbour of Hali. 


| fax, in Nova-Scotia, on the twenty-cighth of May; 


and on the ſecond of June part of the tranſports an- 


chored in the bay of Gabarus, about ſeven miles to 
the weſtward of Louiſbourg. The garriſon of this 


* — commanded by the Chevalier Drucour, con- 


ed of two thouſand five hundred regular troops, 
three hundred militia, formed of the burghers, and 
towards the end of the ſiege they were reinforced by 


three hundred and fifty Canadians, including three- 


ſcore Indians. The harbour was ſecured by fix 
ſhips of the line, and five frigates *. three of which 
the enemy ſunk acroſs the harbour's mouth, in or- 
der to render it inacceſſible to the Engliſh ſhipping. 
The fortifications were in bad repair, many parts of 
them crumbling down the covered way, and ſeveral 
baſtions expoſed in ſuch a manner as to be enfiladed 
by the beſtegers, and no part of the town ſecure 
from the effects of cannonading and bombardment. 
The Governor had taken all the, precautions in his 
power to prevent a landing, by eſtabliſhing a chain 
of poſts, that extended two leagues and a half along 
the maſt inacceſſible parts of the beach: entrench- 
ments were thrown up, and batteries erected; but 
there were ſome intermediate places, which could not 


®* The Prudent, of ſeventy-four » the E renant, of - 
four guns; the Capricicux, * — of 1 
each ; the Apollo, of fiſty guns; the Chevre, Biche, Fidelle, Diana, and 


be 
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be properly ſecured, and in one of theſe che Erigliſh CHAP. 
troops were diſembarked. The diſpoſition being TR. 
made for landing, a detachment, in ſeveral floops 

under convoy, paſſed by the mouth of the harbour 
towards Lorembec, in order to draw the enemy's at- mn 
tention that way, while the landing ſhould really be 14 
effected on the other ſide of the town. On the eighth r 
day of june, the troops being aſſembled in the boats —_— 
before day-break, in three diviſions, ſeveral ſloops 5 
and frigates, that were ſtationed along ſhore in the E 
bay of Gabarus, began to ſcour the beach with their 
ſhot; and after the fire had continued about a' 
uarter of an hour, the boats, containing the divi- 
fon on the left, were rowed towards the ſhore, un- 
der the command of Brigadier-General Wolfe, an 
accompliſhed officer, who, in the ſequel, diſplayed 
very extraordinary proofs of military genius. At the 
ſame time the two other diviſions, on the right and 
in the centre, commaded by the Brigadiers Whit- 
more and Laurence, made a ſhow of landing, in 
order to divide and diſtract the enemy. Notwith- 
ſtanding an impetuous ſurf, by which many boats 
were overſet, and a very ſevere fire of cannon and 
muſquetry from the enemy's batteries, which did 
cee execution. Brigadier Wolfe purſued his 
int with admirable courage and deliberation. The 
oldiers leaped into the water with the moſt eager . 
alacrity, and, gaining the ſhore, attacked the enemy 
in ſuch a manner, that in a few minutes they aban- 
doned their works and artillery, and fled in the utmoſt. 
confuſion. The other diviſions landed alſo, but not 
without an obſtinate oppoſition; and the ſtores, 
with the artillery, being brought on ſhore, the town 
of Louiſbourg was formally. inveſted. The difhculty 
of landing ſtores and implements in boiſterous wea- 
ther, and the nature of the ground, which, being 
marſhy, was unfit for the conveyance. of heavy can- 
non, retarded the operations of the ſiege. Mr. Am- 
herſt made hisapproaches with greatcircumſpection, 
ecuring 
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Brigadier Wolfe, who exerted himſelf with amazing 


from the officers on 
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* ſecuring his camp with redoubts and epaulements 


from any attacks of Canadians, of which he imagined 
there was a conſiderable body behind him on the 
Hand, as well as from the fire of the French 


ſhipping 'in the harbour, which would otherwiſe - 


have annoyed him extremely in his advances. 

' I V. The Governor of Loui having de- 
ſtroyed the grand battery, which was detached from 
the body of the place, and recalled his out-poſts, 
prepared for making a vigorous defence. A very ſe- 
vere fire, well directed, was maintained againſt the 
beſiegers and their works, from the town, the iſland 
battery, and the ſhips in the harbour; and divers 
ſallies were made, though without much effect. In 
the mean time Brigadier Wolfe, with a ſtrong de- 
tachment, had marched round the .north-eaſt 
of the harbour, and taken poſſeſſion of the Light- 
houſe-point, where — — batteries againſt 
the ſhips and the 1fland fortification, which laſt was 
ſoon ſilenced. On the nineteenth day of June the 
Echo, a French frigate, was taken by the Engliſh 
cruiſers, after having eſcaped from the harbour : 

board of this ſhip the Admiral 
learned that the Bizarre, another frigate, had ſailed 


from thence on the day of the diſembarkation, and 


the Comete had ſucceſsfully followed her example. 
Beſides the regular approaches to the town, con- 
duced by the engineers under the immediate com- 
mand and inſpection of General Amherſt, divers 
batteries were raiſed by the detached corps under 


activity, and grievouſly incommoded the enemy, 


both of the town and the wn, On the twenty 
firſt = of July the three t 


ips, the Entrepre- 

nant, Capricieux, and Celebre, were ſet on fire by 

a bomb-ſhell, and burned to aſhes, ſo that none re- 

mained but the Prudent and Bienfaiſant, which the 

Admiral undertook to deſtroy. For this purpoſe, 

in the night between. the twenty-ſifth' and * 
| : 


1 


— 


JF AL wy 
ſixth days of the month, the boats of the ſquadron CHAP. 
were in two diviſions detached into the harbour, IX. 1 
under the command of two young captains, La . bl 


forey and Balfour. They accordingly. penetrated; 275% Wi 
in the dark, through à terrible fire of cannon and = 

uſquetry, and boarded the enemy ſword in hand. | = 
The Prudent, being a-ground, was ſet on fire, and " 
deſtroyed; but the Bienfaiſant was towed out of the | - Wn 


harbour in triumph. In the proſecution of the 
ſiege, the admiral and general co-operated with re- 
markable harmony; the former chearfully aſfiſting 
the latter with cannon and other implergents ; with 
detachments of marines to maintain poſts on ſhore, 
with parties of ſeamen to act as pioneers, and con- 
cur in working the guns and mortars. The fire of 
the town was managed with equal fkilt and acti- 
vity, and kept up with great perſeverance ;- until, 

at length, their ſhipping: being all taken and de- 
ſtroyed, the caſerns * ruined in the two principal 
baſtions, forty out of fifty-two pieces of cannon 
diſmounted, broke, or rendered unſerviceable, and 
divers practicable breaches effected, the Governor, 
in a letter to Mr. Amherſt, propoſed a capitula- 
tion on the ſame articles that were granted to the 
Engliſh at Port- Mahon. In anſwer to this pro- 
poſal he was given to underſtand, that he 3 his 
garriſon. muſt ſurrender themſelves prifoners of 
war, ortherwiſe he might next morning expect a 
general aſſault by the ſhipping under Admiral Boſ-— 
cawen. The Chevalier Drucour, piqued at the 
ſeverity of theſe terms, replied, that he would, 
rather than comply with them, ſtand an affault; but 
the commiſſary-general, and intendant of the colony, 
preſented a petition from the traders and inhabitants 


t may nos be amiſs to obſerve, that a cavalier, which Admiral 
Knowles had built at an enormous expenſe to the nation, while Louiſbou 
remained in the hands of the Engliſh in the laſt war, was, in the courſe. of 8 0 
this ſiege, entirely demoliſhed by tw or three ſhots from one of the Britiſh 
batteries; fo admirably had this piece of fortification been contrived and 
exccuted, under the eye of that profound engineer. 0 c 
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On the twenty-ſeventh day of July three companies 
of 23 commanded by Major Farquhar, 
roo 


Whitmore was detached into the town, to ſee the 
garriſon lay down their arms, and deliver up their 
colours on the eſplanade, and to poſt the neceſſary 

ards on the ſtores, magazines, and ramparts. 

hus, at the expenſe of about four hundred men 
killed and wounded, the Engliſh obtained poſſeſſion 
of the important ifland of Cape-Breton, and the 
ſtrong town of Louiſbourg, in which the victors 


found two hundred and twenty-one'pieces of cannon, . 


with eighteen mortars, and a conſiderable quantity 
of ſtores and ammunition. The merchants and in- 
habitants were ſent to France in liſh bottoms ; 
but the garriſon, together with the ſea-officers, 
marines, and mariners, amounting in all to five 
thouſand fix hundred and thirty-ſeven priſoners, were 
tranſported to e he loſs of Louiſbourg 
was the more ſevercly felt by the French King, as it 
had been attended with the deſtruction of ſo many 
conſiderable ſhips and frigates. The particulars of 
this tranſaction were immediately brought to Eng- 
land, in a veſſel diſpatched for that purpoſe, with 
Captain Amherſt, brother to the commander, who 


was alſo entruſted with eleven pair of colours taken 


at Louiſbourg : theſe were, by his Majeſty's order, 


carried in pompous parade, eſcorted by detachments 


of horſe and foot guards, with kettle drums and 
trumpets, from the palace of Kenſington to St. 


Paul's cathedral, where they were depoſited as tro- 
- Phies, under a diſcharge of cannon, and other noiſy 


expreſſions of triumph and exultation. Indeed, the 
public rejoicings for the conqueſt of Louiſbourg 


were diffuſed through every part of the Britiſh domi- 
ions, and addreſſes of congratulation were preſented 


to the King by a great number of flouriſhing towns 
and corporations. 9 e g __ , 
g VI. 


poſſeſſion of the weſtern gate; and Brigadier 


G E O & E II. 


5 vl. After the reduction of Cape-Breton, ſome C Har. 


ſnips were detached, with a body of troops under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel - Lord Rollo, 
to take poſſeſſion of the iſland of St. John, which 
alſo lies in the Gulph of St. Laurence, and, by its 
fertility in corn and cattle, had, ſince the beginning 
of the war, ſupplied Quebeck with conſiderable 
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quantities of proviſion. It was likewiſe the aſylum to 


which the French neutrals of Annapolis fled for ſhel- 
ter from the Engliſh government; and the retreat 
from whence they and the Indians uſed to make 
their ſudden irruptions into Nova-Scotia, where 
they perpetrated the moſt inhuman barbarities on 
the defenceleſs ſubjects of Great-Britain. The num- 
ber of inhabitants amounted to four thouſand one 
hundred, who ſubmitted, and brought in their arms; 
then Lord Rollo took poſſeſſion of the Governor's 


quarters, where he found ſeveral ſcalps of Engliſh. . 


men, whom the ſavages had aſſaſſinated, in conſe- 
quence of the encouragement they received from 
their French patrons and allies, who gratified them 
with a certain premium for mu, ſcalp they pro- 
duced. The iſland was ſtocked with above ten 
thouſand head of black cattle, and ſome of the 


farmers raiſed each twelve hundred buſhels of corn 


annually for the market of . 0 

$ VII. The joy and fatisfaction ariſing from the 
conqueſt of Louiſbourg and St. John, was not a 
little checked by the diſaſter which befel the main 
body of the Britiſh forces in America, under the 


immediate conduct of General Abercrombie, Who, 


as we have already obſerved, had propoſed the re- 
duction of the French forts on the Lakes George 


and Champlain, as the chief objects of his enter- 


prize, with a view to ſecure the e of the Britiſh 

colonies, and open a paſlage for the future conqueſt 

of Canada. In the 8 of July his forces, 

amounting to near ſeven thouſand e troops, 

and ten thouſand provincials, embarked on the Lake 
Vor. IV. X 5 


George, 
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BOOK George, in the neighbourhood of Lake Champlain 
Wl. on board of nine hundred batteaus, and ain, 


=> andthirty-five whale-boats, with proviſion, artillery, 


275 


and ammunition; ſeveral pieces of cannon being 


mounted on rafts to cover the purpoſed landing, 


which was next day effected without oppoſition. 
The General's deſign was to inveſt Ticonderoga, a 
Fort ſituated on a tongue of land, extending between 


Lake George and a narrow gut that communicates 


with Lake Champlain. This fortification was, on 
three fides, ſurrounded with water, and in front na- 
ture had fecured it with a moraſs. The Engliſh 
troops being diſembarked, were immediately formed 
into three columns, and began their march to the 


enemy's advanced poſt, conſiſting of one battalion, 
encamped behind a breaſt-work of logs, which they 


now abandoned with precipitation, after having ſet 
them on fire, and burned their tents'and implements. 
The Britiſh forces continued their march in the fame 
order; but the route lying through a thick wood 
that did not admit of any. regular progreſſion or 
paſſage, and the guides proving extremely ignorant, 
the troops were bewildered, the columns broken 
by falling in one upon-another. Lord Howe being 
2 at the head of the right centre column, 
encountered a French detachment who had likewiſe 
loſt their way in the retreat from the advanced poſt, 
and, a warm ſkirmiſh enſuing, the enemy were —_ 
with conſiderable loſs, a good number were killed, 
and one hundred and forty-eight were taken pri- 


' Toners, including five officers. This petty advan- 


tage was dearly bought with the loſs of Lord Howe, 
who fell in the beginning of the action, unſpeakably 
regretted as a young nobleman of the moſt promi 

— who had diftinguithed himſelf in a peculiar 
manner by his courage, activity, and rigid obſerva- 
tion of military diſcipline, and had acquired the 
eſteem and affection of the ſoldiery by his genero- 
ity, fwectneſs of manners, and engaging T_T 


E OR G E II. 
The General, perceiving. the 
fati and diſordered from want of reſt and re- 
freſhmentr, thought it adviſeable to march back to 
the landing-place, which they reached about eight 
in the morning. Then he: detached Lieutenant» 
Colonel Bradſtreet, with one regular regiment, fix 
companies of the Royal Americans, with the bat- 
teau- men, and a body of rangers, to take poſſeſſion 
of a ſaw- mill in the neighbourhood of Ticonderoga; 
which the enemy had abandoned. This poſt being 
ſecured, the General advanced again towards Ti- 
conderoga, where, he underſtood from the priſoners, 


the enemy had aſſembled eight battalions, with a a 


body of Canadians and Indians, amounting in all 


to fix thouſand. Theſe, they ſaid, being encamped 


before the fort, were employed in making a formi- 
dable entrenchment, where they intended to wait 
for a reinforcement of three thouſand men, who had 
been detached under the command of M. de Levi; 
to make a diverſion on the fide of the Mohawk 
river“; but, upon intelligence of Mr. Abercrom- 
bie's approach, were now recalled for the defence of 


Ticonderoga. This information determined the 


Engliſh General to ſtrike, if poſſible, ſome deciſive 


ſtroke before the junction could be effected. He, 


therefore, early next morning ſent his « 


acroſs the river on the oppoſite fide of the fort, to 


reconnoitre the enemy's entrenchments; and he re- 
ere that the works being ſtill unfiniſhed, might 
attempted with a good proſpect of ſucceſs. © A 


diſpofition was made accordingly for the attack, a 


and, after proper guards had been left at the ſaw- 


mill and the landing-place, the whole army was put 
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in motion. They advanced with great alacrity to- 


This officer intended to have made an irruption through the paſs of 


Oneida on the Mohawk river, but was recalled before he could execute his 
2 General Abercrombie afterwards ſent thither Brigadier Stanwix, 
with a c 


onſiderable body of Provincials; and this important paſs was ſecured! 


by « fort bal at that juoure.. 2, 
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found altogether impracticable. The breaſt-work 
was raiſed eight feet high, and the ground before it 


covered with an abbattis, or felled trees, with their 
boughs pointing outwards, and projecting in ſuch 
a manner as to. render the entrenchment almoſt in- 


acceſſible. Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouraging dit- 


ficulties, the Britiſh troops marched up to the aſſault 


_ vith an undaunted reſolution, and ſuſtained a terri- 


ble fire without flinching. They endeavoured ta 
cut their way through theſe embarraſſments with 
their ſwords, and ſome of them even mounted the 
parapet ; but the enemy were ſo well covered, that 
they could deliberately direct their fire without the 
leaſt danger to themſelves : the carnage was there- 
fore conſiderable, and the troops began to fall into 
confuſion, after ſeveral repeated attacks, which 
laſted above four hours, under the moſt diſadvan- 


tageous circumſtances. ' The General, by this tirhe, 
ſaw plainly that no hope of ſucceſs remained; and, 


in order to prevent a total defeat, took meaſures for 


the retreat of the army, which retired unmoleſted 


to their former camp, with the loſs of aboyt eigh- 
teen hundred men killed or wounded, including a 
great number of officers. Every corps of regular 
troops behaved, on this unfortunate occaſion, with 


remarkable intrepidity; but .the greateſt loſs was 
| ſuſtained by Lord John Murray's Highland regi- 
ment, of which above one half of the private men, 


and twenty-five officers, were either ſlain upon the 
ſpot, or deſperately wounded. Mr. Abercrombie, 
unwilling to ſtay in the neighbourhood of the enemy 
with forces which had received ſuch a diſpiriting 
check, retired to his batteaus, and, re- embarking the 
troops, returned to the camp at Lake George, 


from whence he had taken his departure. Cenſure, 
which always attends miſcarriage, did not ſpare the 


character of this commander; his attack was con- 
demned as raſh, and his retreat as PONCE 1 
k | 4 : 5 | 7 ſu C | 


% 
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ſuch caſe allowances muſt be made for the peeviſh- CH 


_ neſs of diſappointment, and the clamour of connec- 
tion. - How far Mr. Abercrombie acquitted him- 
ſelf in the duty of a General, we ſhall not pretend 
to determine; but if he could depend upon the 
courage and diſcipline of his forces, he ſurely had 
nothing to fear, after the action, from the attempts 
of the enemy, to whom he would have been ſupe- 
rior in number, even though they had been joined 
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by the expected reinforcement : he might, there: 


ſore, have remained on the ſpot, in order to exe- 
cute ſome other enterprize when he ſnould be rein- 
forced in his turn; for General Amherſt no ſooner 
heard of his difaſter than he returned with the troops 
from Cape- Breton to New-England, after havin 

left a ſtrong garriſon in Louiſbourg. At the head 
of fix regiments he began his march to Albany, 
about the middle of September, in order to join 


the forces on the lake, that they might undertake _ 


ſome other ſervice before the ſeaſon ſhould be ex- 
hauſted. | F 


$ VIIL. In the mean time, General Abercrombie 


had detached Lieutenant-Colonel Bradſtreet, with a 
body of three thouſand men, chiefly Provincials, to 
execute a plan which this officer had formed againſt 
Cadaraqui, or Fort Frontenac, ſituated on the north- 
ſide of the river St. Laurence, juſt where it takes 
its origin from the Lake Ontario. To the ſide of 
this lake he penetrated with his detachment, and 


embarking in ſome ſloops and batteaux, provided 


for the purpoſe, landed within a mile of Fort Fron- 
tenac, the garriſon of which conſiſting of one hun- 
dred and ten men, with a few Indians, immediately 
ſurrendered at diſcretion. Conſidering the import- 


ance of this poſt, which, in a great meaſure, com- 


manded the mouth of the river St. Laurence, and 
ſerved as a magazine to the more ſouthern caſtles, 
the French General was inexcuſable for leaving it in 


ſuch a defenceleſs condition. The fortification itſelf 
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was inconſiderable and ill contrived; nevertheleſs, 
it contained ſixty pieces of cannon, ſixteen ſmall 
mortars, with an immenſe quantity of merchandiſe 

d proviſions, depoſited for the uſe of the French 
forces detached againſt Brigadier Forbes, their weſ- 
tern garriſons, and Indian allies, as well as. for the 
ſubſiſtence of the corps commanded by M. de Levi, 
on his enterpriſe againſt the Mohawk river. Mr. 
Bradſtreet not only reduced the fort without blood- 


| ſhed, but alſo made himſelf maſter of all the enemy's 


ſhipping on the lake, amounting to nine armed 
veſſels, ſame of which carried eighteen-guns. Two 
of theſe Mr. Bradſtreet conveyed to Oſwego; whi- 
ther he returned with his troops, after he de- 
ſtroyed Fort Frontenac, with all the artillery, ſtores, 
proviſion, and merchandiſe which it contained. In 
conſequence of this exploit, the French tr to 
the ſouthward were expoſed to the hazard of ſtarv- 


ing; but it is not eaſy to conceive, the General's 


| 2 have rendered the 
La 


reaſon for giving orders to abandon and deſtroy a 
fort, which, if properly ſtrengthened and ſuſtained, 

Engliſh maſters of the 
ake Ontario, and grievouſly haraſſed the enemy, 
both in their commerce, and expeditions to the 
weſtward. Indeed, great part of the Indian trade 
centered at Frontenac, to which place the Indians 


annually repaired from all parts of America, ſome 


of them at the diſtance of a thouſand miles, and 
here exchanged their furs for European commodi- 
ties. So much did the French traders. excel the 
Engliſh in the art of conciliating the affection of 
thoſe ſavage tribes, that great part of them, in their 
yearly. progreſs to this remote market, 


fed by the Britiſh ſettlement of Albany, in New- 


ork, where they might have been ſupplied with 
what articles they wanted, much more cheap than 
they could purchaſe them at Frontenac or Montreal ; 


nay, the French traders uſed to furniſh themſelves 
with thele very commodities from the merchants of 
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le than that of procuring the ſame articles from 


France, loaded with the expence of a tedious and 
dangerous navigation, from the ſea to the ſource 


of the river St. Lawrencſe. 0 
IX. In all probability, the deſtruction of Fron- 
tenac facilitated the — againſt Fort du 
Queſne, - entruſted to the conduct of Brigadier 
Forbes, who, with his little army; begarthis march 
in'the beginning of July from Philadelphia for the 
river Ohio; a prodigious tract of country very little 


known, deftitute of military roads, incumbered with 


ew- Vork, and found this traffick much more pro- 2 P. 
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mountains, moraſſes, and woods, that were almoſt 


impenetrable. It was not without incredible exer- 
tion of induſtry, that he procured proviſions and 
carriages: for this expedition, formed new roads, 
extended ſcouting parties, ſecured camps, and ſur- 
mounted many other difficulties in the courſe of his 
tedious. march, during which he was alſo haraſſed 


ving penetrated with the main body as far as 


= ſmall detachments of the enemy's Indians. 
Ra 


 Ray's-Town, at the diſtance of ninety miles from 
Fort du Queſne, and advanced Colonel Bouquet, 
with two thouſand men, about fifty miles farther, to 
a place called Lyal-Henning, this officer detached 
ajor Grant, at the head of eight hundred men, to 


reconnoitre the fort and its out-works. The enemy 


perceiving him approach, ſent a body of troops 
againſt him, ſufficient to ſurround his whole de- 
tachment : a very ſevere action began,' which the 
Engliſh maintained with their uſual courage for 
three hours, againſt cruel odds; but at length, being 
overpowered by numbers, they were m—_— to give 
way, and retired in diſorder to Lyal-Henning, 
with the loſs of about three hundred men killed or 
taken, including Major Grant, who was carried 

riſoner to Fort du Queſne, and nineteen officers. 
Noowichſtandi 7 this mortifying check, Brigadier 


Forbes advanced with the army, reſolved to proſe- 
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BOOK cute his operations with vigour; but the enemy, 
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dreading the proſpect of a fiege, diſmantled and 


abandoned the fort, and retired down the river 


Ohi, to their ſettlements on the Miſſiſſippi. They 
quitred the fort on the twenty-fourth day of Novem- 
ber, and next day it was poſſeſſed by the Britiſh 
forces. As for the Indians of this country, _ 
c 


ſeemed heartily to renounce their connections wi 
France, and be perfect! 


recqnciled to the govern- 
ment of his Britannick Maze Brigadier Forbes 
having repaired the fort, changed its name from 
Du Queſne to Pittſburgh, ſecured it with a garriſon 
of provincials, and concluded treaties of friendſhip 

alliance with the Indian tribes. Then he 
marched back to Philadelphia, and in his retreat 
built a .blockhouſe, near Lyal-Henning, for the 
defence of Pennſylvania ; but he himſelf did not 


long ſurvive theſe tranſactions, his conſtitution 


having been exhauſted by the incredible fatigues of 
the ſervice. Thus have we given a icular 
detail of all the remarkable operations by which 
this campaign was diſtinguiſhed on the continent 
of America: the reader will be convinced that, 
notwithſtanding the defeat at Ticonderoga, and 
the diſaſter of the advanced party in the neighbour- 
hood of Fort du Queſne, the arms of Great-Bri- 


tain acquired many important advantages; and, 


indeed, paved the way for the reduction of Que- 


beck, and conqueſt of all Canada. In the mean 


time, the Admirals Boſcawen and Hardy, having 


left a conſiderable ſquadron at Halifax, in Nova- 
Scotia, returned with four ſhips of the line to Eng- 


land, where they arrived in the beginning of No- 


vember, after having given chaſe to fix large 
French 1 which they deſcried to jthe weſtward 
of Scilly, but could not overtake or bring to an 


engagement. 8 5 708 | | 
. $4 The conqueſt of the French ſettlement in 
the river Senegal being deemed imperfect and 
kinky of . incomplete, 
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iſland of Goree, the miniſtry of Great- Britain re- 
ſolved to crown the campaign in Africa with the 
reduction of that fortreſs. For this purpoſe Com- 
modore Kepple, brother to the Earl of Albemarle, 
was veſted with the command of a ſquadron, con- 
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ſiſting of four ſhips of the line, ſeveral frigates, two 


bomb-ketches, and ſome tranſports, having on 
board ſeven hundred men of the regular troops, 
commanded by Colonel Worge, and embarked in 
the harbour of Cork in Ireland, from whence this 
whole armament took their departure ontheeleventh 


day of November. After a tempeſtuous paſlage, 


in which they touched at the iſle of Teneriffe, they 


arrived at Goree in the latter end of December, and | 


the Commodore made a diſpoſition for attacking 
this land, which was remarkably ſtrong by nature, 


but very  indifferently fortified. - Goree is a ſmall | 


barren iſland, extending about three quarters of a 


mile in length, of a triangular form; and on the 


ſouth-weſt fide riſing into a rocky hill, on which 
the paltry fort of K. Michael is ſituated. There 
is another, ſtill more inconſiderable, called St. 
Francis, towards the other extremity of the iſland; 
and ſeveral batteries were raiſed around its ſweep, 
mounted with about one hundred pieces of cannon, 
and four mortars. The French governor, M. de 


St. Jean, had great plenty of ammunition, and his 


garriſon -amounted to about three hundred men, 
excluſive of as many negro inhabitants. The flat- 
bottomed boats, for diſembarking the troops, being 


hoiſted out, and diſpoſed * ide of the different 


tranſports, the Commodore ſtationed his ſhips on 
the weſt fide. of the iſland, and the engagement 
began with a ſhell from one of the ketches. This 


was a ſignal for the great ſnips, which poured in their 


broadſides without intermiſſion, and the fire was 
returned with equal vivacity from all the batteries 


of the iſland. In the courſe of the action the gan- 
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nonading from the ſhips became ſo fevere and 


quarters, in ſpite of all the efforts of the governor, 
who acquitted himſelf like a man of honour; but he 
was obliged to ſtrike his colours, and ſurrender at 
diferetion, after a ſhort but warm diſpute, in which 
the loſs of the Britiſh Commodore did not exceed 
one hundred men killed and wounded. - The ſucceſs 
of the day was the more extraordinary, as the French 

rriſon had not loſt a man, except one negro killed 
by the burſting of a bomb-ſhell, and the number 
of their wounded was very inconſiderable. While 
the attack laſted, the oppoſite ſhore of the continent 
was lined with a concourſe of negroes, aſſembled to 
view. the combat, who expreſſed their ſentiments 
and ſurpriſe in loud clamour and uncouth geſticula- 


tions, and ſeemed to be impreſſed with awe and 


aſtoniſhment at the power and execution of the 


Britiſh ſquadron. The French colours being ſtruck, 
as a ſignal of ſubmiſſion, the Commodore ſent a 
detachment of marines on ſhore, who diſarmed the 
garriſon, and hoiſted the Britiſh flag upon the caſtle 


of St. Michael: In the mean time, the governor . 


and the reſt of the priſoners were ſecured among the 


ſhipping. Thus the important iſland of Goree felt 


into the hands of the Engliſh, together with two 
trading veſſels that chanced to be at anchor in the 


road, and ſtores, money, and merchandiſe to the 


value of twenty thouſand pounds. Part of the 
troops being left in garriſon at Goree, under the 


command of Major Newton, together with three 


ſloops for his ſervice, the ſquadron being watered 


and refreſhed from the continent, that part of which 


id governed by one of the Jalof kings, and the 


_ Priſoners, with their baggage, being diſmiſſed" in 


three cartel ſhips' to France, the Commodore fer 


ſail for Senegal, and reinforced Fort- Louis with the 


reſt of the troops, under Colonel Worge, who was 
at this juncture favoured with @ viſit by the King of 


Legibelli: 


. 
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nan BONO an 1 
N but very little pains were taken to dif. CHAP, 
miſs this potentate in good humour, or maintain the IX. 
diſpoſition he profeſſed to favour the commerce of 75 . 
Great-Britain, True it is, he was deſirous of en- 
ing the Engliſh in his quarrels with ſome neigh- 
ring nations; and ſuch engagements. were: cau- 
tiouſly and politically avoided, becauſe it was the 
intereſt of Great- Britain to be upon good terms 
with every African Prince who could promote and 
extend the commerce of her ſubjects. GE 
XI. Commodore Keppel having reduced Goree; 
and-reinforced the garriſon of Senegal, returned to 
England, where all his ſhips arrived, after a very 
tempeſtuous voyage, in which the ſquadron had 
been diſperſed. This expedition, however fucceſsfut 
in the main, was attended with one misfortune, the 
loſs of the Lichfield ſhip: of war, commanded by 
Captain Barton, which, together with one , . | 
a bomb<tender, was wrecked on the coaſt of 
Barbary, about nine leagues; to the northward: of 
Saffy, in the dominions of Morocco. One hundred 
and thirty men, including ſeveral officers, periſhed 
on this occaſion; but the captain and the reſt of the 
company, to the number of two hundred and twenty, 
made ſhift to reach the ſhore, where they ran the 
riſque of ſtarving, and were cruelly uſed by the 
natives, although a treaty of peace at that time 
ſubſiſted between Great-Britain and Morocco; nay, 
they were even enſlaved by the Emperor, who de- 
tained them in captivity until they were ranſomed 
by the Britiſh government: ſo little dependance can 
be placed on the faith of ſuch. barbarian Princes, 
with whom it is even a diſgrace for any civiliſed 
nation to be in alliance, whatever commercial ad- 
vantages may ariſe from the connex ion. 
S XII. The incidents of the war that happened 
in the Weſt-Indies, during theſe occurrences, : 
may be reduced to a ſmall compaſs. Nothing ex- 
traordinary was achieved in the neighbourhood of 
e Ys Jamaica, 
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BOOK Jamaica; where Admiral Coates commanded 4 
II. fmall ſquadron, from which he detached cruiſers 
— occafionally for the protection of the Britiſh com- 
75"* merce; and at Antigua the trade was effectually ſe- 
eured by the vigilance of Captain Tyrrel, whoſe 


courage and activity were equal to his conduct 
and circumſpection. In the month of March, this 


gentleman, with his own ſhip the Butkingham, and 
the Cambridge, another of the line, -demoliſhed a 
fort on the iſland of Martinique, and deſtroyed four 
privateers riding under his protection; but his valour 
appeared much more conſpicuous in a ſubſequent 
engagement, which happened in the month of No- 
vember. Being detached on a cruiſe in his own 
ſhip, the Buckingham, by Commodore Moore, 
who commanded at the Leeward Iſlands, he fell in 
with the Weazle floop, ' commanded by Captain 
Boles, between the iſlands of Montſerrat and Guada- 
loupe, and immediately diſcovered a fleet of nine- 
teen fail, under convoy of a French ſhip of war 
carrying ſeventy-four cannon, and two large frigates. 
- Captain Tyrrel immediately gave chaſe with all the 
fail he could carry, and the Weazle running cloſe 
to the enemy, received a whole broadſide from the 
large ſhip, which, however, ſhe ſuſtained without 
much damage: nevertheleſs, Mr. Tyrrel ordered 
her commander to keep aloof, as he could not be 
ſuppoſed able to bear the ſhock of large metal, and 
he | himſelf prepared for the engagement. The 


_ -.., enemy's large ſhip, the Floriſſant, though of much 


eater force than the Buckingham, inſtead of 
ying-to for his coming up, e a running fight 


with her ſtern-chaſe, while the two frigates annoyed 
him in his courſe, ſometimes raking him fore and 
aft, and ſometimes lying on his quarter. At length 


he came along-fide of the Floriffant, within piſtol- 
ſhot, and poured in a whole broadſide, which did 


__ conſiderable execution. The ſalutation was returned 
with equal vivacity, and a furious engagement en- 


4 2 ; ſued. 
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ſueds Ca tain Tyrrel was wounded in the face, CHAP. 
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and loſt three fingers of his right hand; ſo that, IX. 


being entirely diſabled, he was obliged to delegate 
the command of the ſhip to his firſt lieutenant, Mr. 
Marſhal, who continued the battle with great gal- 
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lantry until he loſt his life : then the charge devolved 


to the ſecond lieutenant, who acquitted himſelf with 
equal honour, and ſuſtained a deſperate fight againſt 
three ſhips of the enemy. The officers and crew of 
theBuckinghamexerted themſelves withequal vigour 
and deliberation, and Captain Troy, who com- 
manded a detachment of marines on the poop, plied 
his ſmall arms ſo effectually, as to drive the French 
from their quarters. At length confuſion, terror, 
and uproar prevailing on board the Floriſſant, her 
firing ceaſed, and her colours were hauled down 


about twilight; but her commander, perceiving that | 


the Buckingham was too much damaged in her 
ins to purſue in any hope of ſucceſs, ordered 
all his ſails to be ſet, and fled in the dark with his 
two conſorts. Nothing but this circumſtance could 
have prevented a Briti ſip of ſixty-five guns, in- 
differently manned in reſpe&t to number, from 
taking a French tap of the line, mounted with 
ſeventy-four pieces of cannon, provided with ſeven 
hundred men, and aſſiſted by two large frigates, 
one of thirty-cight guns, and the other wanting two 
of this number. The loſs of the Buckingham, in 
this action, did not exceed twenty men killed and 
wounded ; whereas the number of the ſlain on board 
the Floriſſant did not fall ſhort of one hundred and 
eighty, and that of her wounded is faid to have 
exceeded three hundred. She was ſo diſabled in 
her hull, that ſhe could hardly be kept afloat until 


ſhe reached Martinique, where ſhe was repaired; - 


and the largeſt frigate, together with the loſs of 
forty men, received ſuch damage as to be for ſome 
time quite unſerviceable, - © 
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dor s XII. In the Eaft-Indies the tranſactions of the 


war were chequered with a variety of ſucceſs ; but, 
on the whole, the deſigns of the enemy were entirely 
' defeated. The French commander, M. de Buſſy, 
had, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty-ſix, quarrelled with Salabatzing, viceroy of 
Decan, becauſe this laſt would nor put him in 
poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of Golconda. In the courſe 
of the next year, while the Engliſh forces were em. 
ployed in Bengal, M. de Buffy made himſelf maſter 
of the Britiſh factories of Ingeram, Bandermalanka, 
and Vizagapatam, and the reduction of this laſt left” 
the enemy in poſſeſſion of the whole coaſt of Coro. 


mandel, from Ganjam to Maſſulapatam. While 


a body of the Engliſh company's forces, under 

Captain Catllaud, endeavoured to reduce the im- 

portant Fortreſs and town of Madura, the French, 

under M. D'Anteuil, inveſted Trichinopoly. Cail- 

landno ſooner received intelligence of the danger to 

which this place was expoſed, than he haſtened to its 

relief, and obliged the enemy to abandon the ſiege. 

Then he returned to Madura, and, after an unſuc- 

cefsful aſſault, made himſelf maſter of it by capitu- 

lation. During theſe tranſactions, Colonel Forde 
made an 3 upon the fort of Nelloure, a ſtrong 
pcs at the diftance of twenty-four miles from 
adras, but miſcarried; and this was alſo the fate 
of an expedition againſt Wandewaſh, undertaken by 

Colonel Aldercron. The firſt was repulſed in 
ſtorming the place, the other was anticipated by the 
French army, which marched from Pondicherry to 
the relief of the garrifon. The French King had 
ſent a conſiderable reinforcement to the Eaſt-Indies 
under the command of General Lally, an officer ol 
Iriſn extraction, together with ſuch a number of ſhips 
as rendered the ſquadron of M. d' Apchẽ ſuperior 

to that of Admiral Pococke, who had ſucceeded 
Admiral Watſon, lately deceafed; in the command 
of the Engliſh ſquadron ſtationed an the coaſt of 
FN Oe Coromandel, 


„ r err 
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Coromandel, which, in the beginning of this year, CHAP. 


, * 


was reinforced from England with ſeveral ſhips, 
under the direction of Commodore Stevens. Im- 
mediately after this junction, which was effected in 
the road of Madras on the twenty-fourth day of 
March, Admiral Pococke, who had already figna- 
lized himſelf by his courage, vigilance, and * 4 
failed to windward, with a view to intercept the 
French ſquadron, of which he had received intelli- 
gence. In two days he deſcried in the road of 


ort St. David the enemy's fleet, conſiſting of nine 


ſhips, which immediately ſtood out to ſea, and 
formed the line of battle a-head. The Admiral 
took the ſame precaution, and bearing down upon 


M. d'Apche, the engagement began about three in 


the afternoon. The French Commodore, having 
ſuſtained a warm action for about two hours, bore 


away with his whole fleet, and being joined by two _ 


ſhips, formed a line of battle again to leeward. 
Admiral Pococke's own ſhip, and ſome. others, 
being greately damaged in their maſts and rigging, 
two of his captains having mybehaved in the action, 


and night coming on, he did not think it adviſeable 


to purſue them with all the ſail he could carry; but, 
nevertheleſs, he followed them at a proper diſtance, 


| ſanding to the ſouth-weſt, in order to maintain the 


weather-gage, in caſe he ſhould be able to renew 
the action in the morning. In this 1 
however, he was diſappointed ; the enemy ſhow 
no lights, nor made any fignals that could be ob- 
ſerved; and in the morning not the leaſt veſtige of 
them appeared. Mr. Pococke, on the ſuppoſition 
that they had weathered them in the night, endea- 
voured to work up after him to windward ; but find- 
ing he loſt ground conſiderably, he dro anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadras, and 
received intelligence from the chief of that ſettle. 
ment, that one of the largeſt French ſhips, having 
n diſabled in the engagement, was run aſhore to 


the ſouthward of Alemparve, where their whole 
Ore | IT ſquadron 
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BOOK ſquadron lay at anchor. Such was the iſſue of the 


KEY 
1758. 


firſt action between the Englith and French ſquadrons 
in the Eaſt-Indies, which, over and above the loſs 
of a capital ſhip, is ſaid to have coſt the enemy 
about five hundred men, whereas the Britiſh Admiral 
did not loſe one fifth part of that number. Being 
diſſatisfied with the ee of three captains, 


be, on his return to Madras, appointed a Court- 


Martial to enquire into their conduct; two 


. were diſmiſſed from the ſervice, and the third 
was ſentenced to loſe: one year's rank as a poſt. 


e ͤ in 44 | | 

 $ XIV. In the mean time Mr. Lally had difem- 
barked his troops at Pondicherry, and taking the 
field, immediately inveſted the fort of St. David, 
while the ſquadron blocked it up by ſea. Two Eng- 


liſh ſhips being at anchor in the road when the 


enemy arrived, their captains ſeeing no poſſibility of 
eſcaping, ran them on ſhore, ſet them on fire, and 


Tetired with their men into the fortreſs, which, how- 


ever, was in a few days ſurrendered... A much more 
reſolute defence was expected from the courage and 
conduct of Major Polier, who commanded the gar- 
riſon. When he arrived at Madras he was ſubjected 


to a Court of Enquiry, which acquitted him of 


cowardice, but were of opinion that the place might 
have held out much longer, and that the terms on 
which it ſurrendered were ſnameſul, as the enemy 
were not even maſters of the outward covered way, 
as they had.made no breach, and had a wet ditch 


to fill up and paſs, before the town could have been 


properly aſſaulted. Polier, in order to wipe off this 


. difgrace, deſired to ſerve as a volunteer, with Colonel 


Draper, and was mortally wounded in a ſally at the 
ſiege of Madras. Admiral Pocecke having, to the 
deſi of his power, repaired his ſhattered ſhips, ſet 
ſail again on the tenth of May, in order to attempt 
the relief of Fort St. David's; but, notwithſtanding 
his utmoſt endeavours, he could not reach it in time 
da be of any ſervice. On the thirtieth day of * 
99 | month 


| 
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whence the French ſquadron ſtood away early next 

morning, nor was it in his power to come up with 

them, —_ he made all poſſible efforts for that 
ſe. 


hen receiving intelligence that fort 


b. Dan 
t. David's was ſurrendered to the enemy, he re- 
turned again to Madras, in order to refreſh his 


ſquadron. On the twenty-fiſth day of July, he 


failed a third time in queſt of M. q'Apche, and 


in two days perceived his ſquadron, conſiſting of |: 
eight ſhips of the line and a frigate, at anchor in 


the road of Pondicherry. They no ſooner deſcried 
him advancing than they ſtood out to ſea as-before, 
and he continued to chaſe, in hopes of bringing 
them to an engagement; but all his'endeavours 

roved fruitleſs tiſl the third day of Auguſt, when, 
lacks obtained the weather-gage, he. bore down 


upon them in order of battle. The engagement 
began with great impetuoſity on both fides; _ 


but in little more than ten minutes M. d'Apche 


ſet his fore-ſail, and bore away, his whole ſquadron 


following his example, and maintaining a running 
fight in a very Ar ang line. The Britiſh Ad- 
miral then hoiſted t 

which the enemy perceiving, thought proper tocut 
away their boats, and crowd with all the fail they 
could carry. They eſcaped, by favour of the night, 


into the road of Pondicherry, and Mr. Pococke 


anchored with his ſquadron off Carical, a French. 
ſettlement, having thus obtained an undiſputed 


victory, with the loſs of thirty men killed, and one 


hundred and fixteen wounded, including Commo- 


dore Stevens and Captain Martin, though their | 


wounds were not dangerous. The number of killed 


and wounded on board the French ſquadron 


amounted, according to report, to five hundred and 


forty ; and their fleet was ſo much damaged, that in 
the beginning of September their Commodore failed . 


e ſignal for a general chaſe, 
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for the iſland of Bourbon, in the ſame latitude with | 
N Mada- 


Vol. IV. 


25 e 
month he came in ſight of Pondicherry, from CHAP. 
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BOOK Madagaſcar, in order to refit ; thus leaving the com- 1 
III. mand and ſovereignty of the Indian ſeas to the == 
—7” Engliſh Admiral, whoſe fleet, from the beginning 
1758. . | Wy bs St 
of this campaign, had been much inferior to the o 
French ſquadron in number of ſhips and men, as 
, well as in weight of metal. T.- 9 * 
SXV. Mr. Latly having reduced Cuddalore and * 
Fort St. David's &; reſolved to extort a ſum of mo- of 
ney from the King of Tanjour, on pretence that, in 0 
the laſt war, he had granted an obligation to the * 
| French governor for a certain ſum, which had never B 
| : deen paid. Lally accordingly marched with a body 7” 
of three thouſand men into the dominions of Tan- le 
jour, and demanded ſeventy-two lacks of rupees. * 
This extravagant demand being rejected, he plun- 2 
dered Nagare, a trading town on the ſea-coaſt, and fi 
- afterwards inveſted the capital: but after he had pro- * 
fecuted the ſiege until a breach was made, his pro- tl 
. viſions and ammunition beginning to fail, ſeveral * 
vigorous ſallies being made by the forces of the King 5 
of Tanjour, and the place well defended by European * 


5 gunners, ſent from the Engliſh garriſon. at Trichi- 
oF nopoly, he found himſelf obliged to raiſe the ſiege, 
and retreat with precipitation, leaving his cannon 

behind. He arrived at Carical about the middle of 

Auguſt, and from thence retired to Pondicherry 

towards the end of September. He aſterwards can- 

toned his troops in the province of Arcot, entered 

the city without oppoſition, and began to make pre- 

parations for the ſiege of Madras, which ſhall be 

recorded among the incidents of the ſucceeding year. 

In the mean time, the lanꝗ- forces belonging to the 

+ Eaſt-India Company, were fo much out- numbered 

by the reinforcements which arrived with Mr. Lally, 

that they could not pretend to keep the field, but 


. Cnddalore was in ſuch a deſenceleſs condition, that it could make no 

reſiſtance ; and there being no. place in Fort St. David's bomb-provf, nor 
any proviſions or freſh water, the garriſon ſurrendered iv twelve days, on 

capitulation, after having ſuſlaĩned a ſevere bombardment, | | 


* 


eee ow no: cnn s on 


were 


e Gn nr 


vide as well as they could for the ſecurity of 


St. George, and the other ſettlements in that part 


of India. 


$ XVI. Having particulariſed the events of the 


war which diſtinguiſhed this year in America, Africa, 
and Aſia, thoſe remote ſcenes in which the intereſt 
of Great-Britain was immediately and intimately 
concerned, it now remains to record the incidents 
of the military operations in Germany, ſupported by 
Britiſh ſubſidies, and enſorced by Britiſh troops, to 
favour the abominable defigns of an ally, from whoſe 
ſolitary friendſhip the Britiſh nation can never reap 
any ſolid benefit; and to defend a foreign Elector, 
in whoſe behalf ſhe had already laviſhed an immen- 
fity of treaſure. Notwithſtanding the bloodſhed and 
ravages which had ſignaliſed the former campaign, 
the mutual loſſes of the belligerent powers, the in- 
credible expenſe of money, the difficulty of recruit- 
ing armies thinned by ſword and diſtemper, the 
ſcarcity of forage and proviſion, the diſtreſſes of 


ON : 323 
were obliged to remain on the defenſive, and pro- OH Af. 
ken 3x: 


—— 
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Saxony in particular, and the calamities of war, 


which deſolated the greateſt part of the empire, no 


propoſition of peace was hinted by either of the 


parties concerned; but the powers at variance ſeemed 


to be exaſperated againſt each other with the moſt 


implacable reſentment. Jarring intereſts were har- 
moniſed, old prejudices rooted up, inveterate jea- 
louſies aſſuaged, and even inconſiſtencies reconciled, 
in connecting the confederacy which was now formed 
and eſtabliſhed againſt the King of Pruſſia; and, on 
the other hand, the King of Great- Britain ſeemed 
determined toemploy the whole power and influence 
of his crown in ſupporting this Monarch. Yet the 
members of the grand confederacy were differently 
actuated by diſagreeing motives, which, in the ſe- 
quel, operated = the preſervation of his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, by preventing the full exertion of their 
united ftrength. The Empreſs-Queen, over and 
| | 3 nk m bove 
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BOOK above her deſire of retrieving Sileſia, which was her 


—— 
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rimary aim, gave way to the ſuggeſtions of per- 

onal hatred and revenge, to the gratification of 
which ſhe may be ſaid to have ſacrificed, in ſome 
meaſure, the intereſts of her family, as well as the 
repoſe of the Empire, by admitting the natural ene- 
mies of her Houſe into the Auſtrian: Netherlands, 
and inviting them to invade the dominions of her co- 
eſtates with a formidable army. France, true to her 
old political maxims, wiſhed to ſee the Houſe of Auſ- 
tria weakened by the diviſions in the Empire, which 
ſhe accordingly fomented : for this reaſon it could 
not be her intereſt to effect the ruin of the Houſe of 
Brandenburgh ; and therefore ſhe had, no doubt, 
ſer bounds to the proſecution of her ſchemes in 
concert with the Court of Vienna; but her deſigns 

inſt Hanover amounted toabſolute conqueſt : in 

purſuance of theſe, ſhe ſent an army of one hundred 


and twenty thouſand men acroſs the Rhine, inſtead 


of four-and-twenty thouſand, which ſhe had engaged 
to furniſh by the original treaty with the Empreſs- 
Queen of Hungary, who is ſaid to have ſhared in 
the ſpoils of the electorate. © The Czarina, by co- 
operating with the Houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria, 

ratified her perſonal diſguſt towards the Pruſſian 
Monarch, augmented her finances by conſiderable 
ſubſidies from both, and perhaps amuſed herſelf with 
the hope of obtaining an eſtabliſhment in the Ger- 
man Empire; but whether ſhe wavered in her own 
fentiments, or her miniſtry fluctuated between the 
promiſes of France and the preſents of Great-Bri- 
tain, certain it is, her forces had not acted with 


* vigour in Pomerania; and her General Apraxin, 


inſtead of proſecuting his advantage, had retreated 
immediately after the Pruſſians miſcarried in their 
attack. He was indeed diſgraced, and tried for 
having thus retired without orders: but, in all pro- 
bability, this trial was no other than a farce, acted to 
amuſe the other-confederates, while the Pane of 
ww f m— : | 'S u ia 


n 0.64 1; 


Ruſſia gained time to deliberate upon the offers that on AP. 


_ were made, and determine with regard to the advan- 
tages or diſadvantages that might accrue to her from 

perſevering in the engagements which ſhe had con- 
tracted.” As for the Swedes, although they had been 
inſtigated to hoſtilities againſt Pruſſia by the intrigues 
of France, and flattered with hopes of retrieving 
Pomerania, they proſecuted the war in ſuch a oy 


rited and ineffectual manner, as plainly proved that 


either the ancient valour of that people was extinct, 


or that the nation was not heartily engaged in the 
ar N 3 1 phe 
$ XVIE When the Ruſſian General Apraxin re- 
treated from Pomerania, Mareſchal Lehwald, who' 
commanded the Pruſſians in that country, was left 
at liberty to turn his arms againſt the Swedes, and 
accordingly drove them before him almoſt without 


j 


2 
a 
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oppoſition. By the „ of January they had 


evacuated all Pruſſian Pomerania, and Lehwald in- 
vaded their dominions in his turn. He, in a little 
time, made himſelf maſter of all Swediſh Pomera- 
nia, except Stralſund and the iſle of Rugen, and 


poſſeſſed himſelf of ſeveral magazines which the i 


enemy had erected. The Auſtrian army, after their 
defeat at Breſlau, had retired into Bohemia, where 
they were cantoned, the head- quarters being fixed 
at Koninſgratz. The King of Pruſſia having 
cleared all his part of Sileſia, except the town of 
Schweidnitz, which he circumſcribed with a block- 
ade, ſent detachments from hisarmy cantoned inthe 
neighbourhood of Breſlau, to penetrate into the Auſ- 
trian or ſouthern part of Sileſia, where they ſurpriſed 
Troppau and Jaggernſdorf, while he himſelf” re- 
mained at Breſlau, entertaining his officers with 
concerts of mufick, Not that he ſuffered theſe 


1758. 


amuſements to divert his attention from ſubjects of 


greater importance. He laid Swediſh” Pomerania 
under contribution, and made a freſh demand of 
five hundred thouſand crowns from the electorate of 
28 v 3 Saxony. 
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BOOK Saxany. Having received intimation that the Duke 


barns 
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XVIII. Before we procetd to enumerate 


of Mecklenbourg was employed in providing maga- 
zines for the French army, he detached a ads of 


troops into that country, who not only ſecured the 


azines, but levied conſiderable contributions; 


and the Duke retired to Lubeck, attended by the 


French miniſter. The States of Saxony having 
proved a little dilatory in obeying his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty's injunction, received a ſecond intimation, im- 
porting, that they ſhould. levy and deliver, within 
a certain time, eighteen thouſand recruits for his 
army, pay into the hands of his commiſſary one 

ears revenue of the electorate in advance; and 
Lak was taxed with an extraordinary ſubſidy of 
eight hundred thouſand crowns, on pain of military. 
execution, The States were immediately convoked 
at Leipzick, in order todeliberate on theſe demands; 
and the city being unable to pay ſuch a conſiderable 
ſum; the Pruſſian troops, began 'to put their Mo- 
nach's threats in execution. He juſtified theſe pro- 
ceedings, by declaring that the enemy had practiſed 
the ſame violence and oppreſſion on the territorĩes of 
his allies; but how the practice of his declared ene- 


mies, in the countries which they had invaded and 


ſubdued in common courſe of war, ſhould juſtify, 
him in pillaging and oppreſſing a people, with whom 
neither he nor his allies were at war, it is not eaſy 
to conceive. As little can we reconcile this conduct 


o the character of a Prince, aſſuming the title of 


rotector of the Proteſtant Religion, which is the 
eſtabliſhed faith among thoſe very Saxons who were 
fubjected to ſuch grievous impoſitions; impoſitions 


the more grievous and unmerited, as they had never 
taken any thare in the preſent war, but cautiouſly 


avoided. every ſtep that might be conſtrued into pro- 
vocation, ſince the King of Pruflia declared they. 
might depend upon his protection. n 
| the 
events of the campaign, it may be neceſſary in 


aerger 


Z m + TE. 


GEORGE It 


form the reader, that the forces brought into the CHAP. 


field by the Empreſs-Queen of Hungary, and the 
States of the Empire, the Czarina, the Kings of 
France and Sweden, fell very little ſhort of three 


4 
1758, 


hundred thouſand men; and all theſe were deſtined 


to act againſt the King of Pruſſta and the Elector of 
Hanover, In o 


deracy, his Pruſſian Majeſty was, by the ſubſidy 


from England, the ſpoils of Saxony; and the reve- 


nues of Brandenbourg, enabled to maintain an army 
of one hundred and forty thouſand men; while the 
Elector of Hanover aſſembled a body of ſixty thou- 


ſand men, compoſed of his own electoral troops, 


with the auxiliary mercenaries of Heſſe-Caſſel, 
Buckebourg, Saxegotha, and Brunfwick Wolfen 
buttel, all of them maintained by the pay of Great- 
Britain. At this juncture, indeed, there was no 


other fund for their ſubſiſtence, as the countries of 


Hanover and Heſſe were poſſeſſed by the enemy, 

and in the former the government was entirely 

change. PF 

* NIX. In-the month of December in the 29: 
ing year, a farmer of the revenues from Paris 


ſit ion to this formidable confe. 


arrived at Hanover, where he eſtabliſhed his office, 


in order to act by virtue of 8 from one john 
Faidy, to whom the French King granted the di- 
rection, receipt, and adminiſtration of all the duties 
and revenues of the electorate. This director was, 
by a decree of the Council of State, empowered to 
receive the revenues, not only of Hanover, but alſo 
of all other countries that ſhould be ſubjected to his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in the courſe of the cam- 


paign; to remove the receivers who had been em- 


ployed in any part of the direction, receipt, and 


ad miniſtration of the duties and revenues of Hano- 


ver, and appoint others in their room. The French 


King, by the ſame decree, ordained, that all per- 
ſons who had been entruſted under the preceding 
goyernment with W accounts, regiſters, 
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BOOK or eſtimates, relating to the adminiſtration of the 


—— 
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revenues, ſhould communicate them to John Faidy, 
or his attornies; that the magiſtrates of the town, 
diſtricts, and commonalties, as well as thoſe who 
directed the adminiſtration of particular ſtates and 
rovinces, ſhould deliver to the ſaid John Faidy, or 
is attornies, the produce of ſix years of the duties 


and revenues belonging to the ſaid towns, diſtricts, 


and provinces, reckoning from the firſt of Janua 

in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
one, together with an authentick account of the ſums 
they had paid during that term to the precedin 

Sovereign, and of the charges neceſſarily incurred. 
It appears from the nature of this decree, which was 
dated on the eighteenth day of October, that imme- 


diately after the conventions of Cloſter- Seven and 


Bremenworden “, the Court of Verſailles had deter- 
mined to change the government and ſyſtem of the 
electorate, contrary to an expreſs article of the capi- 
tulation granted to the city of Hanover, when it 
ſurrendered on the ninth day of Auguſt; and that 
the Crown of France intended to take advantage of 
the ceſſation of arms, in ſeizing places and pro- 
vinces which were not yet ſubducd: for, by the de- 
cree above-mentioned, the adminiſtration of John 
Faidy extended to the countries which might here- 


after be conquered. . With what regard to juſtice, 


then, could the French government charge the 
Elector of Hanover with the infraction of articles? 


or what reſpect to good faith and humanity did the 


Puke de Richelicu obſerve, in the order iſſued from 
Zell, towards the end of the year, importing, that 
as the treaty made with the country of Hanover had 


been rendered void by the violation of the articles 


ſigned at Cloſter- Seven, all the effects belonging to 


* Six, days after the convention was figned at Cloſter-Seven, another 
act of accommodation was concluded at Bremenworden, between the 
Generals Sporcken and Villemur, relating to the releaſe of priſoners, and 
ne other points omitted in the convention. 5 Ka 


the 


e K O r 


army, ſhould be confiſcated for the uſe of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty? ? * 7 by. 

XX. The Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, being de- 
ſirous of averting a like ſtorm from his dominions, 
not only promiſed to renounce all connection with 
the Kings of Great-Britain and Pruſſia, but even ſo- 
licited the court of France to receive him among the 
number of its dependants; for, on the eighteenth 


day of October, the miniſter of the Duc de Deux- 


nts, delivered at Verſailles, in the name of the 
. — the plan of a treaty founded on the fol- 
lowing conditions: The Landgrave, after having 
expreſſed an ardent deſire of attaching himſelf wholly 
to France, propoſed theſe articles: That he ſnould 
enter into no engagement againſt the King and his 
allies; and give no aſſiſtance, directly or indirectly, to 


the enemies of his Majeſty and his allies : that he 


ſhould never give his vote, in the general or parti- 
cular aſſemblies of the Empire, againſt his Majeſty's 
intereſt; but, on the contrary, employ his intereſt, 
Jointly with France, to quiet the troubles of the Em- 
pire: that, for this end, his troops, which had ſerved 
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in the Hanoverian army, ſhould engage in the ſer- 


vice of France, on condition that they ſhould not 


act in the preſent war againſt his Britannick Majeſty; 


that, immediately after the ratification of the treaty, 


his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty ſnould reſtore the domi- 
nions of the Landgrave in the ſame condition they 
were in when ſu 
theſe dominians ſhould be exempted from all further 
contributions, either in money, corn, forage, wood, 
or cattle, though already impoſed on the ſubjects of 


ued by the French forces: that 


Heſſe; and the French troops pay for all the pro- 


viſion with which they might be ſupplied; in which 


_ caſe the Landgrave ſhould exact no toll for warlike 
ſtores, proviſions, or other articles of that nature, 
which might paſs through his dominions: that the 

King of France ſhould guarantee all his eſtates, 2 
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BOOK the rights of the houſe of Heſſe-Cafſel, particularly 


III. 
. 


the act of aſſurance ſigned by his ſon, the hereditary 
prince, with regard to religion; uſe his intereſt with 
the Emperor and the Empreſs-Queen, that, in con- 
fideration of the immenſę loſſes and damages his moſt 
Serene Highneſs had ſuffered ſince the French invad- 
ed his 
with Eng 


in arrears ſubſidies by this accom- 


modation, he might from furniſhing his 


contingent to the army of the Empire, as well as 
from paying the Roman months granted by the diet 
of the Empire; and if, in reſentment of this con- 
vention, the ſtates of his Serene Highneſs ſhould be 
attacked, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhould afford 
the moſt ſpeedy and effectual ſuccours. Fheſe pro- 
_ will ſpcak for themſelves to the reader's appre- 

enſion; and if he is not blinded by the darkeſt 
miſts of prejudice, exhibit a clear and diſtinct idea 
of a genuine German ally. The Landgrave of 
Heſſe-Caſſel had been fed with the good — of 
England, even in time of peace, when his friend- 
ſhip could not avail, nor his averſion prejudice the 
intereſts of Great-Britain: but he was retained” in 
that ſeaſon of tranquillity as a friend, on whoſe ſer- 


vices the moſt implicit dependance might be placed 


in any future ſtorm or commotion. - How far he 


merited this confidence and favour might have been 
determined by reflecting on his conduct during the 
former war: in the courſe of which his troops were 


hired to the King of Great- Britain and his enemies 


alternately, as the ſcale of convenience happened to 


| E Since the commencement of the pre- 
ent 


troubles, he had acted as a mercenary to Great- 
Britain, although he was a principal in the diſpute, 
and ſtaad: connected with her —— by ſolemn 
treaty, as well as hy all the ties of gratitude and ho- 
nour: but now that the cauſe of Hanover ſeemed to 
be on the decline, and his n dominions had ſuf- 
ſtred by the fate of the war, he not only appeared 
1 | Wl 


, and of the t ſums he ſhould loſe - 
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| one, | 3 
willing to abandon his benefator and ally, hut even C HAT. 
ſued to be inliſted in the ſervice of his adverſary, | IX 
This intended defection was, however, prevented mY 
by a*ſudden turn of fortune, which be could not | 
poſſibly foreſee ; and his troops continued to act in 
cConjunction with the Hanoverians. 
XXI. The Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel was not 
ſingular. in making ſuch advances to the French, 
monarch. The Duke of Brunſwick, - ſtill more 
nearly connected with the King of Great-Britain, 
uſed ſuch uncommon expedition in detaching him 
ſelf from the tottering fortune of Hanover, that in 
ten days aſter the conventionof Cloſter- Seven he had 
concluded a treaty with the courts of Vienna and 8 
Verſailles; ſo that the negociation muſt have been 0 
begun before that convention took place. On the 
twentieth day of September his miniſter at Vienna, 
by virtue of full powers from the Duke of Brunſwick, 
accepted and ſigned the conditions which the French 
King and his Auſtrian ally thought proper to im- 
_ Theſe imported, Fhat his Moſt Chriſtian 
ajeſty thould keep poſſeſſion of the cities of Brunſ 
wick and Wolfenbuttel during the war, and make 
uſe of the artillery, arms, and military ſtores depo- 
ſited in their * ro that the Duke's forces, on 
their return from the camp of the Duke of Cumber- 
land, ſhould be diſbanded and diſarmed; and take 
an oath, that they ſhovld not, during the preſent 
war, ſerve againſt the King or his allies: that the 
Duke ſhould be permitted to maintain a battalion of 
foot, and two ſquadrons of horſe; for the guard of 
his perſon and caſtles; but the regulations made by. 
Mareſcal Richelieu and the intendant of his army 
ſhould ſubſiſt on their preſent footing: that the Duke 
ſhould furniſh his contingent in money and troops, 
agreeably to the laws of the Empire: that his forces 
ſnhould immediately join thoſe which the Germanick 
body had aſſembled; and that he ſhould order his 
miniſter at Ratiſbon to vote conformably to the re- 
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brother Prince Ferdinand: 
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the Emperor. In conſideration of all theſe conceſ- 
ſions, the Duke was reſtored to the favour of the 
French King, who graciouſly promiſed that neither 


his revenues nor his treaſure ſhould be touched, nor 


the adminiſtration of juſtice invaded; and that no- 
thing further ſhould be demanded, but winter-quar- 
ters for the regiments whnch-ſhould paſs that ſeaſon 
in the country of Brunſwick. How ſcrupulouſly 
ſoe ver the Duke might have intended to obſerve the 
articles of this treaty, his intentions were fruſtrated 
by the conduct of his brother Prince Ferdinand, who, 
being inveſted with the command of the Hanoverian 
army, and ordered to reſume the operations of war 
againſt the enemy, detained the troops of Brunſwick, 
as well as his nephew the Hereditary Prince, notwith- 
ſtanding the treaty which his brother had fighed, and 
the injunctions which he had laid upon his ſon to 
uit the army; and make a tour to Holland. The 
ke wrote an expoſtulatory letter. to. Prince Ferdi- 


nand, pathetically:complaining that he had ſeduced 


his troops, decoyed his ſon, and diſgraced: his 
family; inſiſting upon the Prince's purſuing his 
journey, as well as upon the return 1 5 the troops: 
and threatening, in caſe of non- compliance, to uſe 
other means that ſhould be more effectual v. Not- 
„ Tranflation of che letter written by the Duke ef Brunſwick to bis 


— 


| g , = I THOU gem 
% I KNOW yon too well to doubt that the ſituation in which we ſtand 


at preſent, with reſpect to each other, gives you abundance of uneaſineſs; 
nor will you doubt that it gives me equal concern: indeed, it afflicta me 


tly. Mean while I could neyer, my deareſt brother, have believed 
that you would be the perſon who ſhould carry away from me my eldeſt 


ſon, I am exceedingly mortified to find myſelf under the hard neceſſity | 


of telling you that this ſtep is contrary to the law of nations, and the 


conſtitution-of the Empire; and that, if you perſiſt in it, you will dif- 
grace your family, and bring a ſtain upon your country, which you pre- 


tend to ſerve. Hereditary Prince, my ſon, was at Hamburgh by my 
order, and you have carried him to Stade. Could he diſtruſt his uncle, an 
uncle who hath. done fo much honour to his family? Could he believe 


ibs chi ule wait dert im of liberty, a berry derer refuſed tothe 
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pproved and confirmed ; 
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withſtanding this warm remonſtrance, Prince Fer- CH A- 
dinand adhered to his plan. He detained the troops 1*-* 

and the Hereditary Prince, who, being fond of the ——_ 
ſervice, in a little time ſignaliſed himſelf by very 5 
extraordinary acts of bravery and conduct; and 


loweſt officer? 1 ordered him to make a tour to Holland: could not the 

loweſt officer have done as much? Let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that my 

troops, among whom he ſerved, were to have ſtaid with the Hanoverians, 

would it not have been ſtill in my power to give an officer leave of abſence, - 

or even leave to reſign his — hab and would you hinder your bro- 

ther, the head of your family, and of ſuch a family as ours, to exerciſe 

this * with regard to a fon, mm is the A a=. of wp 

rights an tives you cannot be ignorant ? It is impo you 

Sy in concelved fach defiges, without the ſuggeſtion of others. "Thoſe who 

did ſuggeſt them have trampled on the rights of nature, of nations, and 

of the princes of Germany ; they have induced you to add to all theſe the 
moſt cruel inſult on a brother whom you love, and who always loved you 

with the warmeſt affection. Would you have your brother lay his juſt, *; 

complaints againſt you before the whole Empire, and all Europe? Are not 

ur proceedings. without example ? What is Germany become? What are 

its princes become, and our houſe in particular? Is it the intereſt of the two 

kings, the cauſe of your country, and my cauſe that you pretend to fi 

port ?—I repeat it, brother, that this deſign could not have been framed 

you, I again command my ſon to purſue his journey; and I cannot con- 

eeive you will give the leaft obſtruction; if you ſhould (which I pray God 

avert) I ſolemnly declare that I will not be conſtrained by ſuch meaſures, 

nor ſhall I ever forget what I owe to myſelf. As to my troops, you may 

ſee what I have written on that head to the Hanoverian miniſtry. 

Duke of Cumberland, by the convention of Cloſter-Seven, difmiſſed them, 

and ſent them home; the ſaid miniſtry gave me notice of this convention, 

a8 a treaty by which I was bound. The march of the troops was ſettled z and 

an incident happening, they halted : that obſtacle being removed, they 

were to have continued their march. The court of Hanover will be no 

longer bound by the convention, while I not only accepted it on their word, 

but have alſo, in conformity with their inſtructions, negotiated at Verſailles, 

and at Vienna. After all theſe ſleps, they would have me contradi& 

elf, break my word, and entirely ruin my eſtate, as well as my honour. 

Did you ever know your brother guilty of ſuch things? True it is, I have, 

as you ſay, ſacrificed my all; or rather, I have been ſacrificed. The only 

thing left me is my honour; and in the wry contraſt of our ſituations, 

I lament both you and myſelf, that it ſhould be from you, my dear bro- 

ther, I ſhould receive the cruel advice to give up my honour. I cannot 

liſten to it; I cannot recede from my promiſe. My troops, therefore, muſt 

return home, agreeably to what the Duke of Cumberland and the Hano- 

verian miniſtry ſtipulated with regard to me in the ſtrongeſt manner. I am 

afraid that the true circumſtances of things are concealed from you. Not |, 

to detain your expreſs-too long, I ſhall ſend you, by the poſt, copies of all 

I have written to the Hanoverlan miniſtry. It d e your honeſt heart 

2 I am, with a heart almoſt broken, yet full of tenderneſs for you, 


« Blanckenbourg, Nov. 27. 1757.“ 
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that expreſaly contradicted his engagements with the 
courts of Vienna and Verſailles. 
$XXII. The defeat of the French army at Roſ- 
bach, and the retreat of the Ruſſians from Pome. 
rania, had entirely changed the face of affairs in the 


Empire. The French King was ſoon obliged to 


abandon his conqueſts on that fide of the Rhine, and 


his threats ſounded no longer terrible in the ears of 
the Hanoverian and Pruſſian allies. As little formi- 


dable were the denunciations of the Emperor, who 
had, by a decree of the Aulick council, communi- 
cated to the diet certain mandates, iſſued in the 
month of Auguſt in the preceding year, on pain of 
the ban of the Empire, which avocatory letters an- 
nexed, againſt the King of Great-Britain, Elector 
of Hanover, and the other princes acting in concert 
with the King of Pruſſia. The French court like wiſe 
publiſhed a virulent memorial, after the convention 


of Cloſter-Seven had been violated, and ſct aſide, 
* 'drawing an invidious parallel between the conduct of 


the French Kingandtheproceedings ofhisBritannick 


Majeſty ; in which the latter is taxed with breach of 
faith, and almoſt every meanneſs that could ſtain the 
character of a monarch. In anſwer to the Emperor's 
decree, and this virulent charge, Baron Gimmengen, 
the electoral miniſter of Brunſwick Lunenbourg, 
preſented to the diet, in November, a long memo- 
rial, recapitulating the important ſervices his Sove- 


reign had done the Houſe of Auſtria, and the un- 


grateful returns he had reaped, in the Queen's re- 


ſing to aſſiſt him, when his dominions were threaten- 


ed with an invaſion. He enumerated many in- 


ſtances in which ſhe had aſſiſted, encouraged, and 


even joined the enemies of the electorate, in con- 


tempt of her former encouragements, and directly. 
contrary to the conſtitution of the empire. He re- 
futed every article of the charge which the French 
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| G E OR O E II. 
court had brought againſt him in their virulent libel, 
retorted 5 of perfidy and ambition, 
and, with reſpect to France, juſtified every particular 
of his own conduct. - 

XXIII. While the French and Hanoverian ar- 
mies remained in their winter-quarters, the: former 


at Zell, and the latter at Lunenbourg, divers petty | 


enterpriſes were executed by detachments vrith vari- 
ous ſucceſs. The Hanoverian General Juncheim, 
having taken poſt at Halberſtadt and Quedlimbourg, 
from whence he made excurſions even to the gates 
of Brunſwick, and kept the French army in conti- 
nual alarm, vas viſited by a large body of the enemy, 


who compelled him to retire to Acherſſeben, com- 


mitted great exceſſes in the town of Halberſtadt and 
its neighbourhood, and carried off hoſtages for the 


payment of contributions. General 13 
ed the 


another Hanoverian officer, having diflodg 
French detachments that occupied Burgh, Vogelſack, 
and Ritterhude, and cleared the whole territory of 
Bremen, in the month of January the Duke de 
Broglio affembled a conſiderable corps of troops that 
were cantoned at aan iris Rothenburg, and 
the adjacent country,' and | 

demanded admittance, threatening that, in cafe of 
a refufal, he would have recourſe to extremities, and 
puniſh the inhabitants ſeverely, ſhould rhey make 
the leaſt oppoſition. When their deputies waited 
upon him, to deſire a ſhort time for deliberation, 
| he-anſwered, Not a moment—the Duke de Riche- 
« lieu's orders are peremptory, and admit of no de- 
*lay.”” He accordingly ordered the cannon to ad- 
vance; the wall was ſcaled, andthe gates would have 


been forced open, had not the magiſtrates, at the 
earneſt imporrunity of the people, refolved to com- 


ply with his demand. A ſecond depuration was im- 
mediately diſpatched to the Duke de Broglio, ſigni- 


fying their compliance; and the gates being 1 


e, to Bremen, 
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BO OK marched into the city at midnight, after Havi 


III. 
8 
1758. 


mont, to the general 


romiſed upon his honour, that no attempt ſhould 
made to the prejudice of its rights and preroga- 
tives, and no outrage offered to the privileges of the 
regency, to the liberty, religion, and commerce of 
the inhabitants. This conqueſt, however, was of 
ſhort duration. Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick be- 
ing joined by a body of Pruſſian horſe, under the 


command of Prince George of Holſtein Gottorp, the 


whole army vas put in motion, and advanced to 
the country of Bremen about the middle of February. 
The enemy were diſlodged from Rothenburg, Otterſ- 
burg, and Verden, and they abandoned the city of 
Bremen at the approach of the Hanoverian General, 
who took poſſeſſion of it without oppoſition. + 
XXIV. By this time the court of Verſailles, be- 
ing diſſatisfied with the conduct of the Duke de 
Richelieu, had recalled that General from Germany, 
where his place was ſupplied by the Count de Cler- 
Kals on of the army, as 
well as the joy of the Hanoverian ſubjects, among 
whom Richelieu had committed many flagrant and 
inhuman acts of rapine and oppreſſion. The new 
commander found his maſter's forces reduced to a 
deplorable condition, by the accidents of war, and 
diſtempers ariſing from hard duty, ſevere weather, 
and the want of neceſſaries. As he could not pre- 
tend, with ſuch a wretched remnant, to oppoſe the 
deſigus of Prince Ferdinand in the field, or even 
maintain the footing which his predeceſſor had 


gained, he found himſelf under the neceſſity of re- 


tiring with all poſſible expedition towards the Rhine. 
As the allies advanced, his troops retreated- from 
their diſtant quarters with ſuch precipitation, as to 


leave behind all their fick, together with a great 


part of their baggage and artillery, beſides a great 


number of officers and ſoldiers, that fell into the 
hands of thoſe parties by whom they were 3 | 


G E OR G E 1. 


intended to abandon that city, were overwhelmed 


with the fear of being ſulyected to every ſpecies of 


violence and abuſe; but their apprehenſions were 
happily diſappointed by the honour and integrity 
of the Duke de Randan, the French Governor, who 
not only took effectual meaſures for reſtraining the 
ſoldiers within the bounds of the moſt rigid diſcipline 


46, 7 37 
The inhabitants of Hanover, perceiving the French CHAP. 
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and moderation, but likewiſe exhibitcd a noble proof 


of ee almoſt without example. Inſtead of 
de 


roying his magazine of proviſions, according.to 


the uſual [apa of war, he ordercd the whole to be 
either fold at a low 22 or diſtributed among the 
oor of the city, who had been long expoſed to the 


orrors of famine: an act of godlike humanity, 


which ought to dignify the character of that worthy 
nobleman above all the titles that military fame can 
deſerve, or arbitrary monarchs beſtow. The re- 

ency of Hanover were ſo deeply impreſſed with a 
ſenle of his heroick behaviour on this occaſion, that 


| they gratefully acknowledged it, ina letter of thanks. 


to him and the Count de Clermont ; and on the day 
of ſolemn thankſgiving to Heaven, for cheirbeing de- 
livered from their enemies, the clergy, in their ſer- 
mons, did not fail to celebrate and extol the chari 
and benevolence of the Duke de Randan. Suc 
glorious teſtimonies, even from enemies, muſt have 
afforded the moſt exquiſite pleaſure to a mind en- 
dued with ſenſibility ; and this, no doubt, may be 
termed one of the faireſt triumphs of humanity. 
XXV. The two grand diviſions of the French 
army, quartered at Zell and Hanover, retired in 
ood order to Hamelen, where they collected all 
their troops, except thoſe that were left in Hoya, and 


about four thouſand men placed in garriſon at Min- 


den, to retard the operations of the combined army. 


Towards the latter end of February, Prince Ferdl. | 


nand of Brunſwick, having received intelligence that 
. Count de Chabot was 7 with a conſiderable 
e Dak 2 e 


body 
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B 8 body of troops at Hoya, upon the Weſer, detached 


1758. 


the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick, with four bat- 


talions, and ſome light troops and dragoons, to diſ- 


Hereditary Prince paſſed the Weſer at Bremen with 


> ofhisderachment, while the reſtadvancedonthis 
ide 


march the troops that were in Embden, 


of the river ; and the enemy, being attacked in 
front and rear, were inalittletimeforced; andthrown 
into confuſion. The bridge being abandoned; and 
near ſeven hundred men taken priſoners, the Count 


de Chabot threw himſelf, with two battalions; into 


the caſtle, where he reſolved to ſupport himfelf, in 
hope of being relieved. . The regiment of Bretagne, 
and ſome detachments of d ns, were actually on 
the march to his aſſiſtance. The Hereditary Prince 
being made acquainted with this circumſtance, be- 
ing alſo deſtitute: of heavy artillery to beſiege the 
place in form, and taking it for granted he ſhould 
not be able to maintain the poſt after it might be 


taken, he liſtened to the terms of capitulation pro- 


ed by the French General, whoſe garriſon was 
uffered to march out with the honours of war; but 


their cannon, ſtores, and ammunition were ſur- 


rendered to the victor. This was the firſt exploit 
of the Hereditary Prince, whoſe valour and activity, 
on many ſubſequent occaſions, ſnone with diſtin- 
guiſhed luſtre. He had no ſooner reduced Hoya, 


than he marched to the attack of Minden, which 


he inveſted on the fifth day of March, and on the 
fourteenth the garriſon ſurrendered at diſcretion. 
After the reduction of this city, the combined army 
advanced towards Hamelen, where the French Ge- 
neral had eſtabliſhed his head- quarters: but he aban- 
doned them at the approach of the allies, and leav- 


ing behind all his ſick and wounded, with part of 


his magazines, retired without halting to Pader- 
born, and from thence to the Rhine, recalling in his 
Caſſel, and 

ee 


lodge them from that neighbourhood. This enter- 
pr e was executed with the utmoſt way ver ag The 
| | 
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the landgraviate of Heſſe, all which places were now CHAP, 


evacuated. They were terribly haraſſed in their 


IX. 


retreat by the Pruſſian huſſars, and a body of light 135 


horſe, diſtinguiſned by the name of Hanoverian 


hunters, who took a great number of priſoners, _ 


together with many baggage-waggons, and ſome 
artillery. Such was the precipitation of the enemy's 


retreat, that they could not find time to deſtroy all - 


their magazines of proviſion and ' forage; and even 
— to call in the garriſon of Vechte, a ſmall for- 

$ in the neighbourhood of Diepholt, who were 
made priſoners of war, and here was found a com- 


Count de Clermont, having reached the banks of 


the Rhine, diſtributed his forces into quarters of 


cantonment in Weſel and the adjoining country, 
while Prince Ferdinand cantoned the allied army 


in the biſhoptick of Munſter: here, however, he did 
not long remain inactive. In the latter end of 
May he ordered a detachment to paſs the Rhine at 


Duyſbourg, under the command of Colonel Schei- 
ther, who executed his order without loſs, defeated 
three battalions of the enemy, and took five pieces 


plete train of battering cannon and mortars. The 


of cannon. In the beginning of June the whole 


army paſſed the Rhine, on a bridge conſtructed for 


the occaſion; defeated a body of French cavalry, 


and obtained divers other advantages in their march 
towards Weſel. Kaiſerſworth was ſurpriſed, the 
greater part of the garriſon either killed 

and Prince Ferdinand began to make preparations 


or taken; 


for the ſiege of Duſſeldorp. In the mean time, the 


Count de Clermont, being unable to ſtop the rapi- 
dity of his progreſs, was obliged to ſecure his troops 


* 


perly rein 


S XXVI. The court of Verſailles, though equally 
morti fied and confounded at the turn of their affairs 


in Germany, did not ſit tamely and behold this re- 
verſe; but exetrted __ uſual ſpirit and expedition 
e 2 in 


with e e until he ſhould be pro-—̃ 


% 
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aſſembled a body of troops at Hanau, under the di- 
rection of the Prince de Soubiſe, who, it was ſaid, 
had received orders to penetrate, by the way of 
Dona wert, Ingoldſtadt, and Arnberg, into Bohemia. 
In the mean time, reinforcements daily arrived in 
the camp of the Count de Clermont; and, as repeated 
complaints had been made of the want of dilcjpline 
and ſubordination in that army, meaſures were taken 


for reforming the troops by ſeverity and example. 
The Mareſchal Duke de Belleiſle, who now acted as 


Secretary at War with uncommon ability, wrote-a 


letter, directed to all the colonels of infantry, threat- 


ening them, in the King's name, with the loſs of 


their regiments, ſhould they connive any longer at 


the ſcandalous practice of buying commiſſions; an 


abuſe which had crept into the ſervice under various 


ä ee to the diſcouragement of merit, the re- 


xation of diſcipline, and · the total extinction of 


laudable emulation. The Prince of Clermont hav- 


ing quitted his ſtrong campat Rhinefeldt, retired to 
Nuys, a little higher up the river, and detached a 
conſiderable corps, under the command of the 


Count de St. Germain, to take poſt at Crevelt, ſitu- 


ated in a plain between his army and the camp of 
the allies, which fronted the town of Meurs: after 
ſeveral motions on both ſides, Prince Ferdinand re- 


ſolved to attack the enemy, and forthwith made a 


diſpoſition for this purpoſe. He aſſigned the com- 
mand of the whole left wing, conſiſting of eighteen 
battalions and twenty-eight rons, toLieutenant- 
General Sporcken: the conduct of the right wing, 
compoſed of ſixteen battalions and fourteen ſqua- 


drons, was entruſted to the Hereditary Prince and 
Major-General Wangenheim; the ſquadrons, with 


the addition of to regiments of Pruſſian dragoons, 
ere under the immediate direction of the Prince of 
Holſtein, while the Hereditary Prince commanded 
the infantry. The light troops, conſiſting of five 

e ſquadrons 


* 
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adrons of huffars, were divided betweenthe Prince CHAP. 
0 3 and Lieutenant-General Sp. T= M. E. 

jo Luckner's ſquadron, together with Scheither's 7 $y 1 

5 were drdaved to erte the flank of the 1888 MW 

enemy's right, and with this view were poſted in the : N 

village of Papendeick ; and a battalion of the troops - 

of Wolfenbutrel were left in the town of Hulſte, to : i 

cover the rear of the army. Prince Ferdinand's de- = 

ſign was to attack the enemy on their leſt flank; but | =—_ 
the execution was rendered extremely difficult by | 
the woods and ditches that embarrafſedthe route, and 

the numerous ditches that interſected this part of the 1 

country. On the twenty- third day of June, at four 1 

in the morning, the army began to move; the right == 

advancing in two columns as far as St. Anthony, 4 

and the left marching up within half a league of | is 

Crevelt. The Prince fang viewed the poſition of | if 

the enemy from the ſteeple of St. Anthony, pro- 

cured guides, and having received all the AA 75 

hints of information, proceeded to the right, in or- 

der to charge the enemy's left flank by the villages 

of Worſt and Anrath; but, in order to divide their 

attention, and keep them in ſuſpenſe with reſpect to 

the nature of his principal attack, he directed the 

General Sporcken and Oberg to advance againſt 

them by the way of Crevelt and St. Anthony, and, 

in particular, to make the moſt of their artillery, 
that, being employed in three different places at 
once, they might be prevented from ſending any 
reinforcement to the left, where the chief attack was 
intended. Theſe precautions being taken, Prince, 

Ferdinand, putting himſelf at the head of the grena- 

diers of the right wing, continued his march in two 

columns to the village of Anrath, where he fell in 
with an advanced party of the French, which, after 

a few diſcharges of muſquetry, retired to their camp 

and gave the alarm. In the mean time, both ar- 

mies were drawn.up in order of battle ; the troops 

of the allics in the plain between the villages of An- 

ee 2 3 | rata 
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Vuhoſe leſt was covered with a wood. The action be. 


7. 


gan about one in the afternoon, with a ſevere can- 
nonading on the part of Prince Ferdinand, which, 


though well ſupported, proved ineffectual in drawing 
the enemy from their cover: he, therefore, deter- 
mined to diſlodge them from the wood by dint of 


ſmall arms. The Hereditary Prince immediately 


advanced with the whole front, and a very obſtinate 


action enſued. Meanwhile, the cavalry on the 
right in vain attempted to penetrate the wood on the 


other ſide, where the enemy had raiſed two batteries, 


Which were ſuſtained by forty ſquadrons of horſe. 


; regret gf his country | 


After a terrible fire had been maintained on both 


ſides, till five in the afternoon, the grenadiers forced 
the entrenchments in the wood, which were lined by 
the French infantry. Theſe giving way, abandoned 
the wood in the utmoſt diſorder ; but the purſuit 
was checked by the conduct and reſolution of the 
_ enemy's cavalry, which, notwithſtanding a dreadful 


fire from the artillery of the allies, maintained their 
ground, and covered the foot in their retreat to 

uys. The ſucceſs of the day was, in a good mea- 
ſure, owing to the artillery on the left and in the 
centre, with which the Generals Sporcken and Oberg 
had done great execution, and employed the atten- 
tion of the enemy on that fide, while Prince Ferdi- 
nand proſecuted his attack on the other quarter. It 


muſt be owned, however, that their right wing and 


centre retired in great order to Nuys, though the 


left was defeated, with the loſs'of ſome ſtandards, 


colours, and pieces of cannon, and fix thouſand men 
killed, wounded, or taken priſoners . This victory, 


- * Among the French officers who loſt their lives in this en 


was the Count de Giſors, only ſon af the Mareſchal Duke de Belleiſle, 


und laſt hope of that illuſtrious family, a young nobleman. of extraor- 
— accompliſhments, who finiſhed a ſhort life of honour in the em- 
brace of military glory, and fell gallantly fighting at the head of his 

ent, to the inexpreſſiblę grief of his aged father, and the univ 
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men, was not at all deciſive in its conſequences; 
and, indeed, the plan ſeemed only calculated to 
diſplay the enterprifing genius of the Hanoverian 
General. True it is, the French army took refuge 
under the-cannon of Cologn, where they remained, 
without hazarding any ſtep for the relief of Duſſel- 


dorp, which Prince Ferdinand immediately inveſted, 


and in a few days reduced, the | garriſon being 


allowed to march out with the honours of war, on 


condition that they ſhould not, for the ſpace of one 
year, carry arms againſt the allies, 


CXXVIL It was at this period that Count de 


Clermont reſigned his command, which was con- 
ferred upon N. de Contades, and the French army 
was conſiderably rein forced. He even threatened 
to attack Prince Ferdinand in his turn, and made 
ſome motions with that geln. but was prevented 
by the little river Erff, behind which the Prince 
reſolved to lie quiet, until he ſhould be joined by 
the body of Britiſh troops under the command of 
the Duk | 

which had juſt landed at Embden. He flattered 
himſelf that the Prince of , Yſenbourg, at the head 
of the Heſſian troops, would find employment for 
the Prince de Soubiſe, who had marched from Ha. 
nau, with a deſign to penetrate into the landgraviate 
of Heſſe-Caſſel: his vanguard had been already 
ſurpriſed and defeated by the militia of the country; 
* the Prince of Yſenbourg was at the head of a 
conſiderable body of regular forces, aſſembled ta 
oppoſe his further progreſs. Prince Ferdinand, 
therefore, hoped that the operations of the French 
General would be effectually impeded, until he him- 


ſelt, being joined by the Britiſh troops, ſhould be 


e of Marlborough, the firſt | diviſion. of 


3 
however, which coſt the allies about fifteen hundred OHA P. 
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in a condition to paſs the Meuſe, transfer the ſeat 


of war into the enemy's country, thus make a diver- 
ſion from the Rhine, and perhaps oblige the Prince 
de Soubiſe to come to the aſſiſtance off the principal 
nnd 2 = 5 French 
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BOOK French army commanded by M. de Contades. He 


had formed a plan which would have anſwered theſe 


8. purpoſes effęctually, and, in execution of it, marched 
to 


* 


Ruremond on the Maeſe, when his meaſures were 
totally diſconcerted by a variety of incidents which 
he could not foreſee. The Prince of Yſenbourg 


Was, on the twenty-third day of July, defeated at 


Sangerſhauſen by the Duke de Broglio, whom the 


Prince de Soubiſe had detached againft him with a 


number of troops greatly ſuperior to that which the 
Heſſian General commanded. The Duke de 
Broglio, who commanded the corps that formed the 
vanguard of Soubiſe's army, having learned at Caſ- 
ſel, that the Heſſian troops, under the Prince of 
Yſenbourg, were retiring towards Munden, he ad- 
vanced, on the twenty- third of July, with a body of 


eight thouſand men, to the village of Sangarſhau- 
ſen, where he found them drawn up in order of bat- 
tle, and forthwith made a diſpoſition for the attack. 


At firſt his cavalry were repulſed by the Heſſian 
horſe, which charged the French infantry, and were 
broke in their turn. The Heſſians, though greatly 


inferior in number to the enemy, made a very obſti- 


nate reſiſtance, by favour of a rock in the Fulde that 
covered their right, aud a wood by which their left 


was ſecured. The diſpute was ſo obſtinate; that the 


enemy's. left was obliged to give ground; but the 
Duke de Broglio, ordering a freſh corps to advance, 
changed the fortune of the N Heſſians, 
overpowered by numbers, gave way; part plunged 
mto the river, where many periſhed, and part threw 
themſelves into the wood, through which the) 
eſcaped from the purſuit of the huſſars, who took 
above two hundred ſoldiers and fifty officers, includ- 
ing the Count de Canitz, who was ſecond in com- 
mand. They likewife found on the field of battle 
ſeven pieces of cannon; and eight at Myinden : but 
the carnage was pretty. conſiderable, and nearly 


| equal on both ſides. The number of the killed and 
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wounded, on the ſide of the French, exceeded two CHAP. 
thouſand; the loſs of the Heſſians was not ſo grrat. IX. 
The Prince of Y ſenbourg, having collected the re- 15 58. 
mains of his little army, took poſt at Eimbeck, : 
where he foon was reinforced, and” found bimſelf 
at the head of twelve thouſand men: but, in conſe- 
quence of this advantage, the enemy became maſters. 
of the Wefer, and oppened to themſelves a free paſ-, 
fi neo Wenpanng 6 THO Poon oo inte 
FIXXVIII. The . of Prince Ferdinand 
upon the Maeſe, had been retarded by a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of heavy rains, which broke up the roads, 
and rendered the country impaſſable; and now, 
the certain information of this unlucky check left, 
him no alternative but a battle or a retreat acroſs 
the Rhine: the firſt was carefully avoided by the 
enemy; the latter reſolution, therefore, he found 
himſelf under a neceſſmy to embrace. In his. 
preſent poſition he was hampered by the French 
army om one wing, on the other by the fortreſs of 
Gueldres, the gartiſon of which had been lately re- 
inforced; as well as by divers other poſts, capable of 
obſtructing the convoys and ſubſiſtence of the com- 
bined army: beſides, he had reaſon to apprehend, 
that the Prince de Soubiſe would endeavour to inter- 
cept the Britiſh troops in their march from Embden, 
Induced by theſe conſiderations, he determined to 
repaſs the Rhine, after having offered battle to the 
enemy, and made ſeveral motions'for that purpoſe. 
Finding them averſe to an engagement, he made ; 
his diſpoſitions for forcing the ſtrong paſs of Wach- 
tendonck, an iſland ſurrounded by the Niers, of 
very difficult approach, and fituated exactly in hi 
route to the Rhine. This ſervice was performed 
by che Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick; who, per- 
ceiving the enemy had drawn up the bridge, ruſhed - 
into the river at the head of his pond . [eb ha 
drove them away with their bayonets, and cleare . 
the bridges for the paſſage of the army towards 
ö Ragzinebergen. 
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III. ceived intelligence, that M. de Chevert, reputed one 
— of the beſt om in the French ſervice, had paſſed 


ens 
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the Lippe with fourteen battalions and ſeveral ſqua- 
drons, to join the garriſon of Weſel, and fall upon 
Lieutenant-General Imhoff, who commanded a de- 


tached corps of the combined army at Meer, that 
he might be at hand to guard the bridge which the 


Prince had thrown over the Rhine at Kees His 
e 


pe Highneſs was extremely deſirous of 
cours to General Imhoff; but the troops were too 
much fatigued to begin another march before morn- 


ing; and the Rhine had overfioywed its banks in 
ſuch a manner as to render the bridge at Rees im- 


paſſable, ſo that M. Imhoff was leſt to the reſources 


of his own conduct and the bravery of his troops, 


conſiſting of fix battalions and four ſquadrons, already 


. weakened by the abſence. of different detachments. 
This General having received advice, on the fourth 


of Auguſt, that the enemy intended to paſs the Lippe 


the ſame evening with a conſiderable train of artil- 


lery, in order to burn the bridge at Rees, decamped 


with a view to. cover this place, and join two batta- 
lions which had . paſſed the Rhine in boats, under 
the command of General Zaſtrow, who reinforced 
him accordingly ; but the enemy not appearing, he 
concluded the information Was falle, aud 
reſume his advantageous poſt at Meer. Of this he 
had no ſooner repoſſeſſed himſelf, than, his advanced 
guards were engaged with the enemy, who, march 


do the attack from Weſel, under the command of 


Lieutenant-General de Chevert, conſiſting of the 
whole corps intended for the ſiege of Dulſeldorp. 
Imboft's front was covered by coppices and ditches, 
there being a | riſing ground on his right, from 
whence he could plainly diſcernthe whole force that 
advanced againſt him, together. with the manner of 
their approach, Perceiving them engaged in that 


pie, 


nding 


ſolved to 


Cifficulr ground, De poſted one regiment, in a cop. 
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pice, with orders to fall upon the leſt flank of the 8 F. 


enemy, which appeared quite uncovered; and as 
ſoon as their fire began, advanced with the reſt of 


his forces to attack them in front. The bayonet 


was uſed on this occaſion, and the charge given 


with ſuch impetuoſity and reſolution, that, after a 


ſhort reſiſtance, the enemy fell into confuſion, and 
fled towards Weſel, leaving on the ſpot eleven pieces 


of cannon, with a great number of waggons and 
other carriages: beſides the killed and wounded, 
who amounted to a pretty conſiderable number, the 


victor. took three hundred and fifty-four priſoners, 
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including eleven officers; whereas, on his part, the 


RR Foe purchaſed at a very ſmall expenſe. 
=» 
Wangenheim paſſed the Rhine with ſeveral ſqua- 
dirons and battalions, to reinforce General Imhoff, 
and enable him to proſecute the advantage he had 
gained, while Prince Ferdinand marched with the 
reſt of the army to Santen: from thence he 


ceeded to Rhineberg, where he intended to paſs ; 
but the river had overflowed to ſuch a degree, that 
here, as well as at Rees, the ſhore was inacceſſible ; 


ſo that he found it neceſſary to march farther down 
the river, and lay a bridge at Gtiethuyzen. The 
enemy had contrived four veſſels for the deſtruction 
of this bridge ; but they were all taken before they 
could put the 7 in execution, and the whole 
army ed on the 

any loſs or further interruption. At the ſame time 
the Prince withdrew his garriſon from Duſſeldorp, 
of which the French immediately took poſſeſſion. 
Immediately after his paſſage he received a letter 
from the Duke of Mad ovoot acquainting him 


that the Britiſh troops had arrived at Lingen, in 


their route to Coesfeldt: to which place General 
Imhoff was ſent to receive them, with a ſtrong de- 
tachment. Notwithſtanding this junction, the twa 
armies on the Rhine were ſo equally matched, that 


IX. Immediately after this action, General 


tenth day of Auguſt, without 
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during the remaining part of the campaign. M. de 
Contades, wi Ko proſpect of obtatning the leaſt 
advantage over Prince Ferdinand, detached Prince 
Xaverius of Savony with a ſtrong reinforcement to 
the Prince de Soubiſe, who had taken poſſeſſion of 
Gottengen, and ſcemed determined to attack the 


Prince of Yſenbourg at Eimbeck. That this officer 


Pieces. The cavalry ſupported t 
Ine, the villa Sof Lu ns 


525 


might be able to give him a proper reception, 
Prince Ferdinand detached General Gdeig With ten 
thouſand men to Lipſtadt, from whence, ſhould 
occaſion require, they might continue their march, 
and join the Heffians. The whole body, when 
thus reinforced; did not exceed twenty thouſand 
men, of whom General Oberg now affumed* the 
command : whereas the troops of Soubiſe were in- 
ereaſed to the number of thirty thouſand. The 
allies had taken poſt upon the river Fulde at San- 
garſhauſen, where they hoped the French would 
attack them; but the defign of Soubiſe was firſt to 
diſlodge them from that advantageous ſituation. 
With this view, he made a motion, as if he had in- 
tended to turn the camp of the allies by the road of 
Munden. In order to prevent the execution of this 
ſuppoſed defign, General Oberg decamped on the 
tenth” of October, and, paſſing by the village of 
Landwernhagen, advanced towards  Luttenberg, 
where, underſtanding the enemy. were at his heels, 
he fortf with formed his troops in order of battle, his 


right to the Fulde, and his left extending to a thicket 


upon an eminence, where he planted five” field- 
Arbe wings in a third 
ttenberg was in tlie reat, and 
four pieces of cannon were mounted on i 
round that flanked this village. The Frencf 
faving likewife paſſed Landwernhagen, poſted their 
left rowards the Fulde, their right extending far 
beyond the left of the allies, and their front being 
ſtrengthened with above thirty pieces of —_— At 
S bar 
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four in the afternoon, the enemy began the battle be * 6 
with a ſevere. cannonading, and at the ſame time the 
firſt line. of their infantry attacked Major-General | 17 59. 


Zaſtrow, Who was poſted. on the left wing of the 
allies, This boch of the French vas repulſed; but 
in the ſame moment, a conſiderable line of cavalry 
advancing, charged Kt 
Theſe were {npport 
with cannon, which, a 
the confederates to give way; and General Ober 
in order. to prevent. a total defeat, made a diſpol 
tion for a retreat, which was performed, in'tolerable 
order; not but that he ſuffered greatly, in paſſing 
through a defile, from the ſire of the enemy's can- 
non, which was brought up, and managed under 
the direction of the Duke de Broglio. Having 
marched through Munden, by midnight, the retir- 
ing army lay till morning under. arms in the little 
lain near Grupen, on the other ſide of the Weſer; 


ut at day - break proſecuted their march, after hav- 


ing withdrawn the garriſon from Munden, until 
they arrived in the neighbourhood of, Gunterſheim, 
where they encamped. In this engagement General 
Oberg loſt about fifteen hundred men, his artillery, 
baggage, and ammunition. He was. obliged - to 


abandon, a magazine of hay and ſtraw at Munden, 


and leave part of his wounded. men in that place 
to the humanity, of the victor. But, aſter all, the 
French ee reaped very little advantage from 


XX this time Prince Ferdinand had re- 


tired into Weſtphalia, and fixed his head - quarters at 
Munſter, while M. de Contades encamped near Ham 
upon the Lippe; ſo that, although he had obliged 
the French army to evacuate Hanover and Heſſe 
in the beginning of the year, when they were weak - 
ened by death and diſtemper, and even driven them 
beyond the Rhine, where they ſuſtained, a defeat; 
yet they were ſoon put in a condition to baffle all his 


e allies in front and flankx. 
2 afreſh body of infantry 
ter a warm diſpute, obliged 
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phalia, where they eſtabliſhed their winter-quarters, 


g. extending themſelves in ſuch a manner as to com- 


mand the whole courſe of the Rhine on both ſides, 
while the allies were diſpoſed in the landgraviate of 


Heſſe-Caſſel, and in the biſhopricks of Munſter, 


Paderborn, and Hildeſneim. The Britzſh troops 
had joined them ſo late in the ſeaſon, that they had 
no rtunity to ſignalize themſelves in the field; 
yet the fatigues of the campaign, which they had 
ſeverely felt, . fatal to their commander, the 
Duke of Marlborough, who died of a dyſentery at 
rs univerſally lamented. 5 e 
SXXXI. Having thus icularifed the opera- 
tions of the allied 1 del ce commencement of 


the campaign, we ſhall now endeavour to trace the 


Reps of the King of Pruſſia, from the period at which 
His army was aſſembled for action. Having collected 
his force as ſoon as the ſeaſon would permit, he 
undertook the fiege of Schweidnitz in form on the 
twenty-firſt day of March; and carried on his ope- 
rations with ſuch vigour, that in thirteen days the 

iſon — themſelves priſoners of war, 
after having loſt one half of their number in the 
defence of the place. While one part of his troops 


were engaged in this ſervice, he himſelf, at the 


head of another, advanced to the eaſtern frontier of 
Bohemia, and ſent a detachment as far as Traute- 
riſoned by a body of Auſtrians, who, after 


naw 
nan obſtinate reſiſtance, abandoned the place, and 


retreated towards their grand army. By this ſucceſs 
he opened to himſelf a way into Bohemia, by which 


be poured in detachments of light troops, to raiſe 


contributions, and haraſs the out-poſts of the 
enemy. At the ſame time the Baron de la Mothe 
Fouquet marched with another body againſt the 


Auſtrian General Jahnus, poſted in the county of 


Glatz, whom he obliged to abandon all the poſts 
he occupied in that country, and purſued as far as 


F / 


Nachod, 


r of RR os 
Nachod, within twenty miles of Koninſpratz, where CHAP. 
the grand Auſtrian army was encamped, under the X. 
command of Mareſchal Daun, who had lately ar- cg. 
riyed from Vienna *. Over and above theſe excur- * 
lions, the King ordered a body of thirty thouſand 
men to / be aſſembled, to act under the command of 
his brother Prince Henry, an accompliſhed warrior, 
againſt che army of the Empire, which the Prince 
de-Deuxponts, with eren a ſhift to 
form again near Bamberg, in N Sha a 
A XXXU.. The King of Pruſſia, whoſe defigns 
_ were. perhaps even greater than he cared to own, 
reſolved to ſhift the theatre of the war, and pene- 
trate into Moravia, a fertile country, which had 
hitherto been kept ſacred from-ravage and contri- 
bution. . Having formed an army of fifty thouſand 
choice troops, near Nieſs, in Sileſia, he divided 
them into three columns; the firſt commanded by 
Mareſchal Keith, the ſecond by himſelf in perſon, 
and the third conducted by Prince Maurice of An- 
hault-Deſſau. In the latter end of April they be- 
gan their march towards Moravia; and General De 
fi Ville, who commanded a body of troops in that 
country, retired as they advanced, after havin 
thrown a ſtrong reinforcement into Olmutz, which 
the King was determined to beſiege. Had he 
paſſed by this fortreſs, which was ſtrongly fortified, 
and well provided for a vigorous defence, he might 
have advanced to the gates of Vienna, and reduced 
the Emperor to the neceſſity of ſuing ſor peace on 
his gyn terms; but it ſeems he was unwilling to 
deviate ſo far from the common maxims of war as 
to leave a fortified place in the rear; and, there- 


Ad chis juncture the Pruſſian commandant of Dreſden being admitted 
into the Japan palace, to fee the curious porcelaine with which it is 
adorned; perceived à door built up; and ordering the paſſage to be opened, 
entered a large ent, where he found three thouſand tents, and other 
bee A eſe had been concealed with when the Pruſſians firſt took _ 
eſſion of the city: they were immediately ſeized by the commandant, 
and diſtributed among the-troops of Prince Henry's amp. 


— 


fore, 
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BOOK fore, he determined to make himſelf maſter of it 
* before he ſhould proceed. For this purpoſe it was 
7798. immediately inveſted: orders were iſſued to haſten 
up the heavy artillery, and Mareſchal Keith was 
appointed to ſuperintend and direct the operations 
of the fiege. Meanwhile, the Auftrian comman- 
der, Count Daun, being informed of his Pruffian 
Majeſty's motions and deſigns, quitted his camp at 
Leutomyſſel in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by 
the way of Billa. Being ſtill too weak to encoun- 
ter the Pruſſians in the field, he extended his troops 
in the neighbourhood of the King's army, between 
-Gewitz and Littau, in a mountainous ſituation, 
- where he ran little or no riſk of being attacked. 
Here he remained for ſome time in quiet, with the 
fertile country of Bohemia in his rear, from whence 
he drew plentiful ſupplies, and received daily rein- 
forcements. His ſcheme was to relieve the beſieged 
occaſionally; to haraſs the beſiegers, and to inter- 
cept their convoys from Sileſia; and this ſcheme 
fucceeded to his wiſn. Olmutz is ſo extenſive in 
its works, and ſo peculiarly ſituated on the river 
Morava, that it could not be completely inveſted 
without weakening the poſts of the beſieging army, 
by extending them to a prodigious circuit; fo that, 
in ſome Peres, they were eaſtly forced by detach- 
ments in the night, who fell upon them ſuddenly, 
and ſeldom failed to introduce into the 73 bay em 
of men, proviſions, and ammunition. The forage 
in the neighbourhood of the city having been pre- 
viouſly deſtroyed, the Pruſſian horſe were obliged 
to nr excurſions at a great diſtance, conſequently 
expoſed to oa and liable to ſurpriſe; and, in a 
word, the Pruſſians were not very expert in the art 

of town taking. 5 
VIXXXIII. Count Daun knew how to take ad- 
vantage of theſe circumſtances, without hazarding 
a battle, to which the King provoked him in vain. 
Wie the garriſon made repeated ſallies to he 
| 5 f „ rene 


* - 
4 * R E 


== 


e 


ral haraſſed their foraging parties, fell upon diffe- 
rent quarters of their army in the night, and kept 
them in continual alarm. Nevertheleſs, the King 
finiſhed" his firſt parallel; and proceeded with ſuc 
vigour. as ſeemed to promiſe a ſpeedy reduction of 
the place, when his defign was entirely fruſtrated 
by an untoward incident. Mareſcha! Daun, having 
received intelligence that a large convoy had ſet out 
from Sileſia for the Pruſſian camp, reſolved to ſeize 
this opportunity of compelling the King to deſiſt 


from his enterprize. He ſent General Jahnus, with- 


a ſtrong body of troops, towards Bahrn, and ano- 
ther detachment to Stadtoliebe, with inſtructions 
to attack the convoy on different ſides; while he 
himſelf advanced towards the beſiegers, as if he in- 
tended to give them battle. The King of Pruſſia, 
far from being deceived by this feint, began, from 
the motions of the Auſtrian General, to ſuſpect his 
real ſcheme, and immediately diſpatched General 


Ziethen, with a ſtrong reinforcement, to protect 
the convoy, which was eſcorted by eight battalions, 


and about four thouſand men, who had been ſick, 
and were juſt recovered. Before this officer joined 
them, the convoy had been attacked on the twenty- 
eighth day of June; but the aſſailants were 8 
with conſiderable loſs. Mareſchal Daun, however, 
took care that they ſhould be immediately rein- 
forced; and next day the attack was renewed with 
much greater effect. Four hundred waggons 
guarded by four battalions, and about one thouſand 
troopers, had 

when the Auſtrians charged. them furiouſly on 
every ſide : the communication between the head 


and the reſt of the convoy was cut off; and 


1758. 


juſt paſſed the defiles of Domſtadt, 


General Ziethen, after having exerted all his 


efforts for its | preſervation, being obliged to 
abandon the waggons, retired to Troppau. Thus 


the whole convoy fell into the hands of the 


8 Aa | enemy, 
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the operations of the beſiegers, the Auſtrian Gene- CHAP. 
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BOOK enemy, who took above fix hundred priſoners, to- 


— 
1758, 


Olmurz the more ne, After the _ had 
Illy e 


with General Putkammer; and the King of 

ſſia was obliged to relinquiſh his enterprize. "This 
was a mortifying neceſſity to a Prince of his high 
ſpirit, at a time when he ſaw himſelf on the eve of 


reducing the place, notwithſtanding the gallant de- 
fence which had been made by General Marſhal, the 


vernor. Nothing now remained but to raiſe the 
ege, and retire, without loſs in the face of a vigilant 
enemy, prepared to ſeize every opportunity of ad- 
vantage: a taſk which, how hard ſoever it may ap- 
ar, he performed with equal dexterity and ſucceſs, 
Inſtead of retiring into Sileſia, he reſolved to avert 
the war from his own dominions, and take the route 
of Bohemia, the frontiers of which were left unco- 
vered by Mareſchal Daun's laſt motion, when he 
advanced his quarters to Poſnitz, in order to ſuccour 


taken his meaſures, he carefully concealed his deſign 
from the enemy, and, notwithſtanding the loſs of 
his convoy, proſecuted the operations of the fi 
with redoubled vigour, till the firſt day of July, 
when he decamped in the night, and his 
march to Bohemia. He himſelf, with one diviſion, 
took the raad to Konitz; and Mareſchal Keith 
having brought away all the artillery, except four 
mortars, and one diſabled cannon, purſued his march 
by the way of Littau to Muglitz and Tribau. Al- 


though his Pruſſian Majeſty had gained an entire 


march upon the Auſtrians, their light troops, com- 
manded by the Generals Buccow and Lexdality did 
not fail to attend and haraſs his army in their re- 
treat; but their endeavours were in a great meaſure 
fruſtrated by the conduct and circumſpection of the 
Pruſſian commanders. After thę rear of the army 
had paſſed the defiles of Krenatz, General Laſci, 
who was poſted at Gibau with a large body of Auſ- 


-trian-troaps, occupied the village of Krenau with a 


detachmentof grenadiers, who were ſoon diſlodged 4 


„ RR Or: $85 5. 355 

and the Pruſſians purſued their march by Zwittau CHAP. 
to Leutomyſſel, where they ſeized a magazine of 422 

meal and forage. In the mean time, General de 1758. 

Ratzow, who conducted the proviſions and artillery, 

found the hills of Hollitz poſſeſſed by the enemy, 

who cannonaded him as he advanced; but Mareſchal 

Keith, coming up, ordered him to be attacked in the 
rear, and they fled into a wood with precipitation, 

with the loſs of ſix officers and three hundred men, 

who were taken priſoners. While the Mareſchal 

was thus em — 0 the King proceeded from Leu- 

tomyſſel to pi where General Buccow, 

who had got the ſtart of him, was poſted with ſeven 

thouſand men behind the Elbe, and in the entrench- 
ments which they had thrown upall round the city. 

The Pruſſian troops as they arrived paſſed over the 

little river Adler, and as the enemy had broken 
down the bridges over the Elbe, the ing ordered 

them to be repaired with all expedition, being de- 
termined to attack the Auſtrian entrenchments: but 

General Buccow did not wait for his approach. He 

abandoned his entrenchments, and retired with his 
troops to Clumetz; ſo that the King took poſſeſſion 

of the moſt important poſt of Koningſgratz without 
further oppoſition. An Auſtrian corps having taken 

poſt between him and Hollitz, in order to obſtruct - 
the march of the artillery, he advanced againit them 

in perſon, and having driven them from the place, 

all his cannon, military ſtores, proviſion, with fifteen 
hundred fick and wounded men, arrived in ſafety at 

Koningſgratz, where the whole army ay 

His intention was to transfer the ſeat of war from 
Moravia to Bohemia, where he ſhould be able to 
maintain a more eaſy communication with his on 
dominions: but a more powerful motive ſoon obliged 

him to change his reſolution. ee e 

 \XXXIV. After the Ruſſian troops under Apraxin 

had retreated from Pomerania in the courſe of the 

| Aa2- pteceding 
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the common cauſe, ſhe diſgraced her chancellor, 
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preceding year, and the Czarina ſeemed ready to 
change her ſyſtem, the Courts of Vienna and Ver- 


failles had, by dint of ſubſidies, Ne preſents, 
and intrigues, attached her, in all appearance, more 


firmly than ever to the confederacy, and even in- 


duced her to augment the number of troops deſtined 
to act againſt the Pruſſian Monarch. She not only 
ſigned her acceſſion in form to the quadruple alliance 
with the Empreſs-Queen and the Kings of France 
and Sweden; but, in order to manifeſt her zeal to 


Count Beſtuchef, who was ſuppoſed averſe to the 


war: ſhe divided her forces into ſeparate bodies, 


under the command of the Generals Fermer and 


and on the twenty-ſecond his lig 


Browne, and ordered them to put their troops in 
motion in the middle of winter. Fermer accord- 
ingly began his march in the es of January, 

t troops took poſ- 
ſeſſion of Koningſberg, the capital of Pruſſia, with- 
out oppoſition; for the King's forces had quitted 
that country, in order to proſecute the war in the 
weſtern . parts of Pomerania. They did not, how- 
ever, maintain themſelves in this part of the coun- 
try; but, after having ravaged ſome diſtricts, re- 
turned to the main body, which halted on the Viſ- 
tula, to the no ſmall diſturbance of the city of Dant- 
zick. The Reſident of the Czarina aclualhy de- 
manded that the magiſtrates ſhould receive a Ruſſian 
garriſon : ademand which they not only perempto- 


rily refuſed, but ordered all the citizens to arms, 


and took every other method to provide for their de- 
fence. At length, aſter ſome negociation with Ge- 


neral Fermer, the affair was compromiſed: he de- 


fiſted from the demand, and part of his troops paſſed 
the Viſtula, ſeemingly to invade Pomerania, in the 


| eaſtern part of which Count Dohna had aſſembled 


an army of Pruſſians to oppoſe. their progreſs. But 
after they had pillaged the open country, they re- 
. 8 joined 


— 
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joined their main body; and General Fermer, turn- CH AP. | 
ing to the left, advanced to Sileſia, in order to co- IX. 


operate with the other Ruſſian army commanded oy 1758. 


Browne, who had taken his route through Poland, 

and already paſſed the Poſna. By the firſt of July, 

both bodies had reached the frontiers of Sileſia, and 

ſome of their Coſſacks, penetrating into that pro- 

vince, had committed dreadful ravages, and over- 

whelmed the inhabitants with conſternation. Count 

Dohna, with the Pruſſian army under his command, 

had attended their motions, and even paſſed the 

Oder at Frankfort, as if he had intended to give 

them battle: but he was too much inferior in num- 

ber to hazard ſuch a ſtep, which became an object 

of his Sovereign's own perſonal attention. Mareſchal 

Daun had followed the King into Bohemia, and, on 

the twenty-ſecond day of y 5 eee on:-me + * 

hills of Libiſchau, a fituation almoſt inacceſſible, 

where he reſolved to remain, and watch the motions 

of the Pruſſian Monarch, until ſome opportunity 

ſhould offer of acting to advantage. Nature ſeems 

to have expreſsly formed this Commander with ta- 

lents to penetrate the deſigns, embarraſs the genius, 

and check the impetuoſity of the Pruſſian Monarch. 

He was juftly compared to Fabius Maximus, diſtin- 

guiſhed by the epithet of Cunctator. He poſſeſſed 

all the vigilance, caution, and ſagacity of that cele- 

brated Roman. Like him, he hovered on the ſkirts 

of the enemy, haraſſing their parties, accuſtoming 

the ſoldiers to ſtrict diſcipline, hard ſervice, and the 

face of a formidable foe, and watching for oppor- . 

tunities, which he knew how to ſeize with equal cou- 

rage and celerity. | Norham, 

| XXXV. The King of Pruſſia, being induced 

by a concurrence of motives to ſtop the progreſs of 

the Ruſſians in Sileſia, made his diſpoſitions for re- 

treating from Bohemia, and on the twenty- fifth day 

of July quitted the camp at Koningſgratz. He was 
ö Aa 3 attended 
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light troops, who did not fail to incommode his 
rear: but, notwithſtanding theſe impediments, he 
paſſed the Mittau, proceeded on his route, and on 


the ninth day of Auguſt arrived at Landſhut. From 
_ thence he haſtened with a detachment towards 


and perſeverance; atlength ral Seydlitz, havin 


Frankfort on the Oder, and joined the' army com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Dohna at Gorgas. 


Then the whole army paſſed the Oder by a bridge 


thown over it at Gataviſe, and having reſted one 
day, advanced to Dertmitzel, where he encamped. 
The Ruſſians, under General Fermer, were poſted on 


the other fide of the little river Mitzel, their 1 55 
ett to 


extending to the village of Zwicker, and their! 

Quertchem. The King being determined to hazard 
a battle, paſſed the Mitzel on the twenty- fifth in the 
morning, and turning the flank of the enemy, drew 


up his army in order of battle in the plain between 


the little river and the town of Zorndorf. The 
Ruſſians, by whom he was outnumbered, did not 


decline the diſpute; but as the ground did not 75 


mit them to extend themſelves, they appeate 


four lines, forming a front on every ſide, Jefended 


by cannon and a chevaux-de-friſe, their right flank 
covered by the village of Zwicker. After a warm 
cannonade, the Prufhan infantry were ordered to at- 


tack the village, and a body of grenadiers advanced 


tothe aſſault; but this brigade unexpectedly giving 
way, occaſioned a conſiderable opening in the line, 
and left the whole left flank of the infantry unco- 
vered. Before the enemy could take advantage of 
this incident, the interval was filled 'up by the ca- 


valry under the command of General Seydlitz ; and 


the King, withhis uſual preſence of mind, ſubſtituted 


another choice body of troops to carry on the attack. 


This began about noon, and continued for ſome time, 
during which both ſides fought with equal courag 


route 


— 


nn 1 
routed. the Ruſſian cavalry, fell upon the flank of the CHAP. 
infantry with great fury, which being alſo dreadfully IX. 
annoyed by the Pruffian artillery, they abandoned _— 
the village, together with their military cheſt, and 88 
cat part of their baggage. Notwithſtanding this | 
ſs, which had greatly diſordered their right wing, 
they continued to ſtand their ground, and terrible 
| havock was made among them, not only with the 
ſword and bayonet, but alſo by the cannon, which 
were loaded with grape ſhot, and being excellently 
ſerved, did great execution. Towards evening the 
confuſion among them increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that in all robability they would have been entirely 
routed, had they not been favoured by the approach- 
ing darkneſs, as well as by a particular operation 
which was very gallantly performed. One of the 
Ruſſian Generals perceiving the fortune of the day 
turned againſt them, rallied a ſelect body of troops, 
and made a vigorous impreſſion on the right wing of 
the Pruſſians. This effort diverted their attention ſo 
ſtrongly to that quarter, that the right of the Ruſ- 
ſians enjoyed a reſpite, during which they retired in 
tolerable order, and occupied a- new poſt on the 
right, where the reſt of their forces were the. more 
eaſily aſſembled. In this battle they are ſaid to have 
loſt above fifteen thouſand men, thirty-ſeven colours, 
five ſtandards, twelve mortars, the greater part of 
their baggage, and above one hundred pieces of 
cannon. Among the priſoners that fell into the 
hands of the victor, were ſeveral general officers, 
and a good number loſt their lives on the field of 
battle. The victory coſt the King above two thou- 
fand men, including ſome” officers of diſtinction, 
particularly two aides-du-camp, who attended his 
own perſon, which he expoſed without ſcruple to all 
the perils of the day. It would have redounded till 
more to his glory, had he put a ſtop to the carnage; 
for, after all refiſtance was at an end, the wretched 
| ; Aag Ruſſians 
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BOOK Ruſſians were hewn down without mercy. It muſt 


be owned, indeed, that the Pruſſian ſoldiers were, in 
a peculiar manner, exaſperated againſt this enemy, 
becauſe they had laid waſte the country, burned the 
villages, ruined the peaſants, and committed many 
hornd acts of barbarity, which the practice of war 
could not authoriſe '*,, The Pruſſian army paſſed 
the night under arms, and next morning the can- 

855 : nonade 


* A detail of the cruelties committed by thoſe barbariang cannot be 
read without horror. They not only burned a great number of villages, 
but they raviſhed, rifled, murdered, and mutilated the inhabitants, without 
diſtinction of age or ſex, without any other provocation or incitement 
than brutal luſt and wantonneſs of barbarity. ey even violated the ſe- 
pulchres of the dead, which have been held ſacred among the moſt ſava 
nations. At Camin and Breckholtz they farced open the ves and ſe- 


| oy vaults, and ſtripped the bodies of the Generals Schlaberndorf and 
u 


itz, which had been depoſited there. But the collected force of their 
vengeance was diſcharged againſt Cuſtrin, the capital of the New Marche 
of Brandenburgh, fituated at the conflux of the Warta and the Oder, about 
fifteen Engliſh miles fram Frankfort. The particulars of the diſaſter that 
befel this city, are pathetically related in the following extracts from à let- 
ter written by an inhabitant and eye-witneſs. ; 
„On the thirteenth of Auguſt, abqut three o'clock. in the afternoon, 
a ſudden report was ſpread that q body of Ruſſian huſſars and coſſacks ap- 
peared in fight of the little ſuburb. All the people were immediately in 
motion, and the whole city was filled with terror, eſpecially as we were 
certainly informed that the whole Ruſſian army was. advancing from Me- 
ſerick and Konigſwalda, by the way of Landſberg. A reinforcement was 
immediately ſent to our piquet-guard in the ſuburb, amounting, by this 
junction, to three hundred men, who were ſoon attacked by the enemy, 
and the ſkirmiſh laſted from four till ſeven o'clock in the evening. During 
this diſpute, we could plainly perceive, , from our ramparts and church- 
ſteeple, ſeveral-perſons of diſlinction, mounted on Engliſh horſes, recon- 
noitring our fortification through perſpective glaſſes. ey retired, how- 
eyer, when our cannon began to fire: then our piquet took poſſeſſion of 
their former poſt in the ſuburb ; and the reinforcement we had fent from 
the city returned, after having broke down the bridge over the Oder. 
Next day Count Dohna, who cummanded. the army near Frankfort, ſent 
ig a reinforcement of four battalions, ten ſquadrons, and a ſmall body of 
huffars, under the command of Lieutenant-General Scherlemmer. The 
huſſars and a body of dragoons were added to the piquet of the little ſuburb; 
the four battalions pitched their tents on the Anger, between the ſuburb and 
the fortification ; and the reſt of the dragoons remained in the field, to 


cover the long fuburb. General Scherlemmer, attended by our Governor, 


Colonel Schuck, went with a ſmall party to. obſerve the enemy; but were 
"obliged. to retire, and were purſued by the coſſacks to the walls of the city. 
Between ſour and five o'clock next morning the poor inhabitants were rouſed 
from their fleep by the noiſe of the cannon, intermingled with the diſmal 


ſhrieks and hideous yellings of the coſſacks belonging to the Ruſſian army. 
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nonade was renewed againſt the enemy, who, never- C HAT. 
theleſs, maintained that poſition, without flinching. IX. 
On the twenty-ſeventh, they ſeemed determined to 1558. 
7A 3535 hazard 


beheld the whole plain, extending from the little ſuburb to the foreſt, cover- 
ed with the enemy's troops, and our light horſe, ſupported by the infantry, 
engaged in different places with their irregulars. At eight I deſcried a 
body of the enemy's infantry, whoſe van conſiſted of four or five thou- 
ſand men, advancing towards the vineyard, in the neighbourhood of 
which they had raiſed occaſional batteries in the preceding eyening ; 
from theſe they now played on our piquet-guard and uber“, Who 
were obliged to retire, They then fired, en ricochet, on the tents and 
baggage of the four battalions encamped on the Anger, who were 
o compelled to retreat. Having thus cleared the environs, they threw 
into the city ſuch a number of bombs and red-hot bullets, that by nine in 
the morning it was ſet on fire in three different places; and the ſtreets 
being narrow, burned with ſuch fury, that all our endeavours to extinguiſh 
it proved ineffeQual. At this time the whole atmoſphere appeared like a 
ſhower of fiery rain and hail; and the miſerable inhabitants thought of 
nothing but ſaving their lives by running into the open fields. The whole 
lace was filled with terror and conſternation, and reſounded with the 
rieks of women and children, who ran about in the utmoſt diſtraction, 
expoſed” to the ſhot and the bomb-ſhells, wkich, burſting, tore in pieces 
every thing that ſtood in their way. As I led my wife, with a youn 
child in her arms, and drove the reſt of my children and ſervants half 
naked before me, thoſe inſtruments of death and devaſtation fell about us 
like hail; but, by the mercy of God, we all eſcaped unhurt. Nothi 
could be more melancholy and affecting than a fight of the | 
people, flying in crowds, and leaving their all behind, while they rent the 
ſky with their lamentations. Many women of diſtin&tion 1 ſaw without 
ſhoes and ſtockings, and almoſt without clothes, who had been rouſed from 
their beds, and ran out naked into the ſtreets. When my family had 
reached the open plain 1 endeavoured to return, and ſave ſome of my | 
effects; but I could not force my way through a niultitude of peopl 7" 
thronging out at the gate, ſome ſick and bed-ridden perſons being carri 780 
on horſeback and in carriages, and others conveyed on the backs of their 
friends, through a moſt dreadfu} ſcene of horror and deſolation. A great 
number of families from the open country, and defenceleſs towns in Pruſſia 
and Pomerania, had come hither for ſhelter with their moſt valuable eſfeQs, 
when the Ruſſians firſt entered the King's territories. Theſe, as well as 
the inhabitants, are all ruined ; and many, who a few days ago poſſeſſed 
conſiderable wealth, are now reduced to the utmoſt indigence. 
neighbouring towns and villages were ſoon crowded with the people of 
rin ; the roads were filled with objects of miſery ; and nothing was 
ſeen but nakedneſs and deſpair ; pocking heard but the cries of hun 
_ fear, and diſtraction. For my own part, I ſtayed all night at Goltz, and then 
proceeded for Berlin. Cuſtrin is now a heap of ruins. The great maga- 
zine, the Governor's houſe, the church, palace, the ſtore and ar- 
tillery houſes, in a word, the old and new towns, the ſuburbs, and all 
the bri were reduced to aſhes; Wy the aſhes were deſtroyed, I 
the piles and ſterlings were burned to the water's edge. The writings of 
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all colleges, together with the archives of the country, were totally 
copſumed, together with a prodigious magazine of corn and flour, va- 
lued at four millions of crowns. The cannon in the arſenal were all 
pred | | bed; 
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BOOK hazard another action, and even attack the con- 


1758. 


querors: inſtead of advancing, however, they took 


the route of Landſberg; but afterwards turned 
off towards Vietzel, and poſted themſelves between 
the rivers . Warta and that village. Immediately 
after the battle, General Fermer“, Who had re- 
ceived a ſlight wound in the action, ſent a trumpet, 
with a letter to Licutenant-General Dohna, deſiring 
a ſuſpenſion of arms for two or three days to bury 


the dead, and take care of the wounded ; and pre- 


ſenting to his Pruſſian Majeſty the humble requeſt 
of General Browne, who was much weakened with 
the lofs of blood, that he might have a paſſport, by 
virtue of which he could be removed to a place where 
he ſhould find ſuch accommodation as his ſituation 
required. In anſwer to this meſſage, Count Dohna 
ve the Ruſſian General to underſtand, that as his 
ruſſiun Majeſty remained maſter of the field, he 
would give the neceſſary orders for interring the 
dead, and taking care of the wounded on both ſides: 
he refuſed a fuſe nſion of arms, but granted the re- 
queſt of General Browne; and concluded his letter 


dy complaining of the outrages which the Ruſſian 


troops ſtill continued to commit, in pillaging and 
burning the King's villages. ol 1 


melted ; and the loaded bombs and cartridges, with a large quantity of gun- 
der, went off at once with a moſt horrible exploſion.” A t number 
of the inhabitants are * ſuppoſed to have periſhed in the flames, or 
under the ruins of the houſes, or to have been ſuffocated in ſubterrancqus 
vaults and caverns, to which they had fled for ſafety.” | 
Nothing could be mare inhuman, or contrary to the practice of a ge 
nerous enemy, than ſuch vengeance wreaked upon the innocent i 
bitants; for the Ruſſians did not begin to batter the fortifications until 
all the reſt of the place was deſtroyed.” In the courſe of this campaign, 
the Ruſſian coffacks are ſaid to have plundered and burned fourteen 
large towns and two hundred villages, and wantonly butchered above 
ewo thouſand defenceleſs women and children, Such monſters of bar- 
barity ought to be excluded from all the privileges of human nature, 
and hunted down as wild beaſts, without pity or ceſſation. ' What in- 


famy ought thoſe powers to incur, who employ and encourage ſuch ruthleſs 
barbarians. 


General Fermer was of Scottiſh extract, and General Browne actu- 
ally a native of North- Britain. 5 tans e ; VI. 
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"SXXXVI. The King of Pruſſia had no ſooner C HA. 

repulſed the enemy in one quarter than his preſence _ | 

was required in another. When he quitted Bohe- ,, 58. 

mia, Mareſchal Daun, at the head of the Auftrian *. 

army, and the Prince de Deuxponts, who com- 

manded the forces of the Empire, advanced to the 

Elbe, in order to ſurround the King's brother Prince 

Henry, who, without immediate ſuccour, would not 

have been able to preſerve his footing in Saxony. 

The Prufſian monarch, therefore, determined to 

ſupport him with all poſſible expedition. In a few 

days after the battle, he began his march from Cuſ- 

trin with a reinforcement of twenty-four battalions 

and great part of his cavalry, and purſued his route 

with ſuch unwearied diligence, that by the fifth day 

of September he reached Torgau, and onthe eleventh 

joined his brother. Mareſchal Daun had poſted him 

ſelf at Stolpen, to the eaſtward of the Elbe, in 

order to preſerve an eaſy communication with the 

army of the Empire encamped in the neighbour- 

hood of Koningſtein, to favour the operations of 

General Laudohn, who had advanced through the 

Lower Luſatia to the frontiers of Brandenburgh; 

to make a diverſion from the ſouthern parts of 12 

Sileſia, where a body of Auſtrian troops acted under 1 
the command of the Generals Haarache and De 430 

Ville; and to interrupt the communication between 

Prince Henry and the capital of Saxony. On the 

fifth day of N the garriſon in the ſtrong 

fortreſs of Koningſtein ſurrendered themſelves pri- 

ſoners of war, after a very feeble reſiſtance, to the 

Prince de Deuxponts, who forthwith took poſſeſſion 

of the ſtrong camp at Pirna. When the King of 

Pruffia, therefore, arrived at Dreſden, he found 

the army of the empire inthis 33 and Mare- 

ſchal Daun in a ſtill ſtronger ſituation at Stolpen, 

with bridges of communication thrown over the 

Elbe, ſo that he could not attack them with any 

proſpect of advantage. He had no other reſolution 
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es HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
BOOK to take but that of endeavouring to cut them off 
III. from ſupplies of proviſion, and with this view he 
marched to Bautzen, which he occupied. This 
motion obliged the Auſtrian General to quit his 
camp at ee. but he choſe another of equal 


ſtrength at Libau ; yet he afterwards advanced to 
Ritthtz, that he might be at hand to ſeize the firſt fa- 
vourable occaſion of executing the reſolution he had 
formed to attack the Pruſſians. The King having 
detached General Ratzow on his left, to take 15 
ſeſſion of Weiſſenberg, marched forwards with the 
body of his army, and poſted himſelf in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hochkirchen, after having diflodged 
the Auſtrians from that village. Matters were now 
brought to ſuch a delicate criſis, that a battle ſeemed 
inevitable, and equally deſired by both parties, as an 
event that would determine whether the Auſtrians 
ſhould be obliged to retreat for winter- quarters into 
Bohemia, or be enabled to maintain their ground 
in Saxony. In this ſituation Mareſchal Daun re- 
ſol ved to act offenſively; and formed a ſcheme for 
attacking the right flank of the Pruſſians by ſur- 
priſe. This meaſure was ſuggeſted to him by an 


overſight of the Pruſſians, who had neglected to 


occupy. the heights that commanded the village of 
Hochkirchen, which was only guarded by a few 


free companies. He determined to take the advan- 


tage of a very dark night, and to employ the flower 
of his whole army on this important ſervice, well 


knowing, that ſhould they penetrate, through the 


flank of the enemy, the whole Pruſſian army would 
be diſconcerted, and inall probability entirely ruined. 
Having taken his meaſures with wonderful ſecrecy 
and eircumſpection, the troops began to move in 


the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth of 


October, favoured by a thick ſog, which greatly 


increaſed the dark neſs of the night. Their firſt care 


Was to take poſſeſſion of the hill that commanded 


Hochkirchen, from whence they poured down 1 
| the 
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the village, of which they took poſſeſſion, after CHAP. 
having cut in pieces the free companies poſted IX. 
there. The action began in this quarter about four © EE: 
in the morning, and continued ſeveral hours with 7388. 
eat fury, for, notwithſtanding the impetuous ef= 

orts of the Auſtrian troops, and the confuſion 
occaſioned among the Pruſſians by the 8 
a vigorous ſtand was made by ſome general officers, 

who, with admirable expedition and preſence of 
mind, aſſembled and arranged the troops as they 
could take to their arms, and led them up to the 
attack without diſtinction of regiment, place, or 
precedence. While the action was obſtinately and 
deſperately: maintained in this place, amidſt all the 
horrors of darkneſs, carnage, and confuſion, the 
King being alarmed, exerted all his perſonal acti- 

vity, addreſs, and recollection, in drawing regu- 
 larity from diſorder, arranging the different corps, 
altering” poſitions, reinforcing weak poſts, encou- 
raging the ſoldiery, and oppoling the efforts of the 
enemy; for although they made their chief impreſ- 

ſion upon the right, by the village of Hochkirchen, 
Mareſchal Daun, in order to divide the attention / 
of the King, made another attack upon the left, 
which was with difficulty ſuſtained, and effectually 
prevented him from ſending reinforcements to the 

right, where Mareſchal Keith, under the greateſt 
diſadvantages, bore the brunt of the enemy's chief 
endeavours. Thus the battle raged till nine in the 
morning, when this gallant officer was ſhot through 

the heart. Prince Francis of Brunſwick had met 

with the ſame fate; Prince Maurice of Anhalt was 
wounded and taken priſoner, and many others 

were either lain or diſabled. As the right wing 

had been ſurpriſed, the tents continued ſtanding, 

and greatly embarraſſed them in their defence. 

The ſoldiers had never been properly drawn up 

in order; the enemy ſtill l in their — 5 
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BOOK tack with ſucceſſive reinforcements and redoubled 


2758, 


reſolution ; and a conſiderable. ſlaughter was made 


by their artillery, which they had brought up to 
the heights of Hochkirchen. All theſe: circum. 
ſtances concurring, could not fail to increaſe the 
confuſion and diſaſter of the Pruſſians; fo that 
about ten the King was obliged to retire to Do- 
breſchutz, with the loſs of ſeven thouſand men, 
of all his tents, and part of his e. Nor 
had the Auſtrian General much cauſe to boaſt of 
his victory. His loſs of men was pretty near equal 
to that of the Pruſſian monarch: and; whatever 
reputation he might have acquired in foiling that 
enterpriſing Prince, certainly his deſign did not 
take effect in its full extent, for the Pruſſians were 
next day in a condition to hazard another engage- 
ment. - The King of Pruſſia had ſuſtained no 
mage which he could not eafily repair, except the 
death of Mareſchal Keith, which was doubtleſs an 


irreparable misfortune *. 
| SEL BE ex a $ XX-XVII. 


* As little notice was taken, in the detail publiſhed by authority, 
of any ang which this great man acted in the _ of  Arerxrinch 
and a report was induſtriouſly circulated in this kingdom, that he was ſur- 

iſed in his tent, naked, and half aſlecp, we think it the duty of a candid 

iſtorian to vindicate his memory and reputation from the foul aſperſion 
thrown by the perfidious and illiberal hand of envious malice, or elſe 
contrived to ſcreen ſome other character from the imputation of miſ- 


conduct. This taſk we are enabled to perform by a gentleman of candour 


and undoubted credit, who learned the follbwing particulars at Berlin from 


a perſon that was eye-witneſs of the whole tranſaction. Field-Mareſchal 


Keith, who arrived in the camp the very day that preceded the battle, diſ- 
approved of the ſituation of the Pruſſian army, and remonſtrated to the 
King on that ſubject. In conſequence of his advice, a certain General was 
ſent with a detachment to take poſſeſſion of the heights that commanded 
the village of Hochkirchen; but by ſome fatality he miſcarried. - Mareſ- 
chal Keith was not in any tent, but lodged with Prince Francis of Brunſ- 
wick, in a houſe belonging to a Saxon major. When the firſt alarm was 
given in the night, he i tly mounted his horſe, afſembled a body of 
So neareſt troops, and marched directly to the place that was attacked. 
The Auſtrians had taken poſſeſſion of the hill which the Pruffian officer 
was ſent to occupy, -and this they fortified with cannon ; then they made 
themſelves maſters of the village in which the free companies of Anginelli 
had been poſted. Mareſchal Keith immediately 22 e 
the Auſtrian General, and knowing the importance of "this p ith: 

gireccd all his efforts. He is Pen lod on the treope to the attack of 
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I XXXVII. His Pruſſian Majeſty remained with CHAP» 
his army ten days at Dobreſchutz, during which be IX. : 
endeavourcd to bring the Auſtrians to a ſecond en- 1758. 
ement; but Count Daun declined the invitation, 55 
and kept his forces advantageouſly poſted on emi- 
nences planted with artillery. His aim having been 
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the village, from whence he drove the enemy; but being overpowered 
by numbers continually pouring down from the hills, he was obliged to 
retire in his turn. He rallied his men, returned to the charge, and re- 
. poſſeſſion of the place: being again repulſed by freſh reizforce» 
ents of the enemy, he made another effort, entered the village a third 
time, and finding it untenable, ordered it to be ſet on fire. Thus he kept 
the Auſtrians at bay, and maintained a deſperate conflict againſt the flower 
of the Auſtrian army, from four in the morning till nine, when the Pruf- 
Gans were formed, and began to file off in their retreat. During the whole 
_ diſpute he rallied the troops in perſon, charged at their head, and expoſed 
his life in the hotteſt of a dreadful fire, like a private captain of grenadiers. - 
He found it neceſſary to exert himſelf in this manner, the better to remove 
the bad effects of the confuſion that prevailed, and in order to inſpirit the 
troops to their utmoſt exertion by his voice, preſence, and example. Even 
when dangerouſly wounded, at eight in the morning, he refuſed to quit 
the field; but continued to fignaliſe himſelf in the midſt of the carnage : 
until nine, when he received a ſecond ſhot in his breaſt, and fell ſpeechleſs 
into the arms of Mr. Tibay, au Engliſh volunteer, who had attended him 
during the whole campaign. This 8 who was likewiſe wounded, 
applied to a Pruſſian officer for a file of men to remove the Marbſchal, 
being uncertain whether he was entirely deprived of life. - His requeſt 
Was granted; but the ſoldiers, in advancing to the ſpot, were counters | 
manded by another officer. He afterwards fpoke on the ſame ſubject to 
one of the Pruſfan Generals, a German Prince, as he chanced to paſs on 
horſe-back; when Mr, Tibay told him the: Field-Mareſchal was lying - 
wounded on the field, he aſked if his wounds were mortal; and the 
other anſwering he was afraid they were, the Prince ſhrugged up his ſhoul- 
ders, and rode off without further queſtion. The body of this great 
officer, being thus ſhamefully abandoned, was ſoon ſtripped by the Auſtrian 
ſtragglers, and lay expoſed and undiſtinguiſhed on the field of battle. In 
'chis ſituation it was perceived by Count Laſci, fon of the General of that 
name, with whom Marcſchal Keith had ſerved in Ruſſia. This young 
Count had been the Mareſchal's pupil, and revered him as his military 
father, though employed in the Auſtrian ſervice. He recogniſed the body 
by the ſcar of a dangerous wound, which General Keith had received 
in his thich at the fiege of Ockzakow, and could not help burſting” into 
tears to ſee his honoured maſter thus extended at his feet, a naked, lifes 
lefs, and deſerted corpſe. He forthwith cauſed the body to be covered 
and interred. It was afterwards taken up, and decently buried by the 
curate of Hochkirchen; and, finally, removed to Berlin by order of the 
King of Pruſſia, who beſtowed upon it thoſe funeral honours that were 
due to the dignified rank and tranſcendent merit. of the deceaſed 5 merit 
ſo univerfally acknowledged, that even the Saxons lamented him as their 
beſt _ and _ who protected 2087 from violence and outrage, 
even while he z principal part in ſubjecting them to the dominuwn 
of his ſovereign, 1 8 . | 
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| BOOK fruſtrated at Hochkirchen, where he fought with 
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many advantages on his ſide, he would not hazard 


another battle upon equal terms, with ſuch an enter- 
ER enemy, rendered more vigilant by the check 
e had received, already reinforced from the army of 


Prince Henry, and eager for an opportunity to re- 


trieve the laurel which had been ſmatched from him 


by the wiles of ſtratagem, rather than by the hand of 


valour. Count Daun, having nothing more to hope 


from the active operations of his own army, con- 
tented himſelf with amuſing the Pruſſian monarch in 
Luſatia, while the Auſtrian Generals, Harſche and 
De Ville, ſhould proſecute the reduction of Neiſs 


and Coſel, in Sileſia, which they now actually in- 


veſted. As the Pruſſian monarch could not ſpare 


_ detachments to 2 every different corps of his 


* 
: 


enemies that ated againſt him in-. different parts of 
his dominions, he reſolved to make up in 3 
what he wanted in number, and, if poſſible, to raiſe 
the ſiege of Neiſs in perſon. With this view he de- 
camped from Dobreſchutz, and, in ſight of the 
enemy, marched to Gorlitz without the leaſt inter- 


ruption. From thence he proceeded towards Sileſia 


with his uſual expedition, notwithſtanding all the 
endeavours and activity of General Laudohn, who 


haraſſed the rear of the Pruſſians, and gained ſome 


petty advantages over them. Count Daun not only 
ſent this detached corps to retard them in their 


march; but, at the ſame time, by another route, 


detached a/ ſtrong reinforcement to the army of the 
beſiegers. In the mean time, having received intel- 


ligence that the army. of Prince Henry in Saxony was 
conſiderably weakened, he himſelf marched thither, 
in hopes of expelling the Prince from that country, 
and reducing the capital in the King's abſcnce. In- 


deed, his defigns were ſtill more extenſive, for he 


propoſed to reduce Dreſden, Leipſick, and Torgau 


— 


% 


at the ſame time; the firſt with the main body 4 


5 GNA 369 
der his own direction, the ſecond by the army of CHAT 
the Empire under the Prince de Denxponts, and the IX. 
third by a corps under General Haddick, while the TXT 
forces directed by Laudohn ſhould exclude the King * = 
from Luſatia. In execution of this plan he marched + 
directly to the Elbe, which he paſſed at Pirna, and 
advanced to Dreſden, which he hoped would ſur- 
render without putting himto the trouble of a formal 
ſiege. The army. of Prince Henry had already re- 
tired to 'the weſtward of this capital before the 
Prince de Neuxponts, who had found means to cut 
off his communication with Leipfick, and even | 
inveſted that city. During theſe tranſactions, Ge- 
neral Haddick advanced againſt Torgau. Fe: 
S XXXVIII. The Field-Mareſchal Count Daun 
ap we, on the fixth day of November within 
ſight of Dreſden, at the head of ſixty thouſand men, 
encamped next day at Lockowitz, and on the eighth 
his advanced troops attacked the Pruſſian huffars 
and independent battakons, which were poſted at 
Striefſen and Gruenewieſe. Count Schmettau; who 
commanded the garriſon, amounting to ten thou- 
ſand men, apprehenſive that, in the courſe of ſkir- 
miſhing, the Auſtrian troops might enter the ſuburbs "lt 
pellmell, poſted Colonel Itzenplitz, with ſeven hun- SE 
dred men, in the redoubts that ſurrounded the : — 
ſuburbs, that in caſe of emergency they might ſup- 
port the irregulars: at the ſame time, as the houſes 
that conſtituted the ſuburbs were generally ſo high 
as to overlook the ramparts, and command the city, 
he prepared combuſtibles, and gave notice to the 
magiſtrates that they would be ſet on fire as ſoon as 
an Auſtrian ſhould appear within the place. - This 
muſt have been a dreadful declaration to the inha- - : 
bitants of theſe ſuburbs, which "compoſe one of the 
moſt elegant rowns in Europe. In theſe houſes, 
which were generally loſty and magnificent, the 
faſnionable and wealthy claſs of people reſided, and 
here a number of artiſts carried ona variety of curi- 
r B b ous 
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the mercy and forbearance of the Pruſſian Governor, 
and repreſented, in the moſt ſubmiſſive ſtrain, that 
as they were unconcerned in the war, they h 

they ſnould be exempted from the horrors of de- 


vaſtation. In vain the royal family, who remained 


at Dreiden, conjured him to f. that laſt refuge 


of diſtreſſed royalty, and allow them at leaſt a ſecure 
_ reſidence, ſince they were deprived of every other 


comfort. He continued inflexible, or rather deter- 


-_ mined to execute the orders of his maſter, which in- 


deed he could not diſobey with any regard to his own 
ſafety. On theninth day of November, about noon, 
the Auſtrian vanguard attacked the advanced poſt of 
the garriſon, repelled the huſſars, drove the inde- 
— 2 battalions into the ſuburbs, and forced three 


of the redoubts, while their cannon played upon the 
toun. The Governor, . vigorous attack 
in the city, after 


next day, recalled his troops wit 
they had ſet fire to the ſuburbs. . At three in the 


morning the ſignal was made for this terrible con- 


flagration, which in a little time reduced to aſhes 


the beautiful ſuburbs of Pirna, which had ſo lately 


_ flouriſhed as the ſeat of gaiety, plcaſure; and the in- 
exious arts. Every bolom warmed. with benevo- 


ence muſt be affected at the recital of ſuch calami- 
ties. It excites not only our compaſſion for the un- 
happy ſufferers, but alſo our reſentment againſt the 


28 of ſuch enormity. Next day Mareſchal 


wn ſent an officer to Count Schmettau, with a 
meſſage, expreſſing his ſurpriſe at the deſtruction of 
the ſuburbs in a royal reſidence, an act of inhuma- 


nity unheard of among chriſtians. He deſired to 


know if it was by the governor's order this meaſure 
was taken; and aſſured him, that he ſhould be re- 
ſponſible, in his perſon, for whatever outrages had 
been or might be committed againſt a place in which 


a royal family reſided. Schmettau gave him to un- 
gerſtand, that he had orders to defend the town to 
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the laſt extremity, and that the preſervation of what CHAP. 
remained depended entirely on the conduct of his IX. 
excellency ; for, ſhould he think proper to attack _ 
the place, he (the Governor) would defend himſelf - 8 
from houſe to houſe, and from ſtreet. to ſtreet, and 
even make his laſt effort in the royal palace, rather 
than abandon the city. He excuſed the deſtruction 
of the ſuburbs as a neceſſary meaſure, authoriſed by 
the practice of war; but he would have found it a 
difficult taſk to reconcile this ſtep to the laws of 
eternal juſtice, and far leſs to the dictates of com- 
mon humanity. Indeed, if the ſcene had bp 
in an enemy's country, or if no other ſtep could have 
ſaved the lives and liberties of himſelf and his gar- 
riſon, ſuch a deſperate remedy might have food 
excuſed by the law of nature and of nations: but on 
this occaſion he occupied a neutral city, over which 
he could exerciſe no other power and authority but 
that which hederived from illegal force and violence; 
nor was he at all reduced to the neceſſity of ſacrificing 
the place to his own ſafety, inaſmuch as he might 
have retired unmoleſted, by virtue of an honourable 
Sf I which however: he did not demand. 
| Whether the peremptory order of a ſuperior will, 5 
in foro cumſcientiæ, juſtify an officer who hath com- = 
mitted an — ] or inhuman action, is a queſtion 1 
that an Engliſh reader will ſcarce leave to the deter- 149 
mination of a German caſuiſt with one hundred ang 
fifty thouſand armed men in his retinue. Be this aas 
it will, Mr. Ponickau, the Saxon miniſter, imme... 
diately after this tragedy was acted, without waiting 
for his maſter's orders, preſented a memorial to the 
Diet of the Empire, complaining of it as an action 
reſerved for the hiſtory of the war which the King of 
Pruſſia had kindled in Germany, to be. tranſmitted 
to future ages. He affirmed, that, in execution of 
Schmetrau's orders the ſoldiers had diſperſed them- 
{elves in the ſtreets of the Pirna and Witchen ſuburbs, 
broke open the houſes and ſhops, ſer fire to the 
ER Bb2 '- *combuſtibles, - 
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doors; that the violence of the flames was kept up 


by. red-hot balls fired into the houſes, and along the 


ſtreets ; that the wretched inhabitants, who forſook 


their burning houſes, were ſlain by the fire of the 


cannon and ſmall arms; that thoſe who endeavoured 
to ſave their perſons and effects were puſhed down 


and deſtroyed by the bayonets of the Pruſſian ſol- 
diers poſted in the ſtreets for that purpoſe: he enu- 
merated particular inſtances of inhuman barbarity, 


and declared that a great number of people periſhed, 
either amidſt the flames, or under the ruins of 

houſes. The deſtruction of two hundred and fifty 
elegant houſes, and the total ruin of the inhabitants, 


were circumſtances in themſelves ſo deplorable, as 
to need no aggravation: but the account of the 
Saxon miniſter was ſhamefully exaggerated, and all 


the particular inſtances of cruelty falſe in every cir- 
cumſtance. Baron Plotho, the miniſter of A 


denburgh, did not fail to anſwer every article of the 


Saxon memorial, and refute the particulars therein 
alleged, in a fair detail, authenticated by certifi- 
cates under the hands of the magiſtrates, judges, and 
principal inhabitants of Dreſden. The moſt extra- 
l part of this defence or vindication was the 
concluſioi 

Diet, that the King of Pruſſia, from his great love 
to mankind, always felt the greateſt emotion of 


ſoul, and the moſt exquiſite concern, at the effuſion 


of blood, the devaſtation of cities and countries, and 
the hotrors of war, by which ſo many thouſand fel- 
low- creatures were overwhelmed; and that if his 
ſincere and honeſt inclination to procure peace to 


Germany, his dear country, had met with the leaſt 


regard, the preſent war, attended with ſuch bloodſhed 


and deſolation, would have been prevented and 


avoided. He, therefore, declared that thoſe who 
excited the preſent troubles, who, inſtead of extin- 
guifhing, threw oil upon the flames, muſt anſwer 
eee 0 | to 


n, in which the Baron ſolemnly aſſured the 
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to God for the ſeas of blood that had been, and'CHAP. 
would be ſhed, for the devaſtation of ſo many IX. 
countries, and the entire ruin of ſo many innocent XY - 
individuals. Such declarations coſt nothing to thoſe *7** 
hardened politicians; who, feeling no internal check, | 
are determined to ſacrifice every conſideration to 
the motives of rapacity and ambition. It would be 
happy, however, for mankind, were Princes taught 
to believe, that chere is really an omnipotent and all- 
judging power, that will exact a ſevere account of 
their conduct, and puniſh them for their guilt, 
without any reſpect to their perſons; that pillaging 
a whole people is more cruel than robbing a ſingle 
zerſon; and that the maſſacre of thouſands” is, a 
eaſt, as criminal as a private murder. 
XXXIX. While Count Daun was employed 
in making a fruitleſs attempt upon the capital of 
Saxony, the King of Pruſſia proceeded in his march 
to Neifs; which was completely inveſted on the third 
day of October. The operations of the ſiege were 
carried on with great vigour by the Auſtrian Gene- 
ral, De Harſche, and the place was as vigorouſl 
defended by the Pruſſian Governor, Theſkauz til! 
the firſt day of November, when the Pruſſian Mo- © 
narch approached, and obliged the beſiegers toaban- "x 
don their enterprize. M. de Harſche having raiſed 414 
the fiege, the King detached General Fouquet with = 
a body of troops acroſs the river Neiſs,'and imme- ma 
diately the blockade of Coſel was likewiſe aban- _ 
doned.” De Harſche retired to Bohemia, and De 
Ville hovered about Jagernſdorf. The fortreſs of 
Neiſs was no ſooner relieved, than the King of 
Pruſſia began his march on his return to Saxony, 
where his immediate preſence was required. At the 
ſame time, the two bodies under the Generals Dohna N 
and Wedel penetrated by different routes into that 1 

country. The former had been leſt at Cuſtrin, to 

watch the motions of the Ruſſians, who had by this e 
time retreated to the Viſtula, and even croſſed that 5 
th er e 
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98 river at Thorn, and the other had, during the 


campaign, obſerved the Swedes, who had now 


entirely evacuated the Pruſſian territories, ſo that 
Wedel was at liberty to co-operate with the King 
in Saxony. He accordingly: marched to Torgau, 


the ſiege of which had been undertaken by the Auſ- 


trian General, Haddick, who was repulſed by 


Wedel, and even purſued to the neighbourhood of 


Eulenbourg. Wedel, being aſterwards joined by 
Dohna, drove him from thence with conſiderable 
loſs, and then raiſed the ſiege of Leipfick. Mean 


while, the King proſecuted his march towards the 


capital of Saxony, driving before him the body of 


Auſtrian troops, under Laudohn, who retreated to 


Zittau. On the tenth day of November Count 


Daun retired from Dreſden, and with the army of 
the Empire fell back towards Bohemia; and on the 


twentieth the King arrived in that city, where he 


approved of the Governor's conduct. The Ruſſian 


zeneral foreſeeing that he ſhould not be able to 


maintain his ground during the winter in Pomera- 
nia, unlefs he could fecure ſore ſea- port on the 


Baltick, by which he might be ſupplied with provi- 
ſions, detached General Palmbach, with fifteen 
thouſand men, to beſiege the town of Colberg, an 
inconſiderable place, very meanly fortificd. It was 
accordingly inveſted on the third day of October: 
but the beſiegers were either ſo ill provided with 
proper implements, or ſo little acquainted: with 
operations of this nature, that the Wn 
feeble, maintained the place againſt all their 

for ſix- and- twenty days at the expiration of which 


activity apd valour of the Pruſliz Monarch, hi 


Generals and officers, ſix were raiſed almoft 
at the fame period, namely, 


Toms 


Coſel, Torgau, Leipſick, and Dreſden,  - 7 
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XL. The variety of fortune which the King of CH AP- 
Pruſſia experienced in the courſe of this campaign I. 
vas very remarkable; but the ſpirit af his conduct, g. 
and the rapidity of his motions, were altogether A 
without example. In the former campaign we were 
dazzled with the luſtre of his victories; in this we 
admire his fortitude and ſkill in ſtemming the dif. 
ferent torrents of adverſity, and riſing ſuperior to his 
evil fortune. One can hardly without aſtoniſhment 
recollect, that in the courſe of a few months he in- 
vaded Moravia, inveſted Olmutz, and was obliged 
to relinquiſh that deſign; that he marched: through 
an enemy's country, in the face of a great army, 
which, though it haraſſed him in his retreat, could 
not, in a route of an hundred miles, obtain 
advantage over him; that in ſpite of his diſaſter at 
Olmutz, and the difficulties of ſuch. a march, he 
g into —_— — — —— 
oni atz, executed anot angerous | 
gun march to the Oder, defeated a great army 
Ruſſians, and returned by the way of Saxony, 
from whence he drove the Auſtrian and Imperial 
armies; that after his defeat at Hochkirchen, where 
he loſt two of his beſt Generals, and was obliged to 
lea ve his tents ſtanding, he baffled the vigilance and 
ſuperior number of the victorious army, ruſhed like 
a whirlwind to the relief of Sileſia, invaded by an 
Auſtrian army, which he compelled to retire with 
ipitation from that province; that, with the 
3 rapidity of motion, he wheeled about to 
Saxony, and once more reſcued it from the hands 
of his ad verſarirs; that in one campaign he made 
twice the circuit of his dominions, relieved them 
all in their turns, and kept all his poſſeſſions entire 
2 the united eſſorts of numerous armies, con« 
by Generals of conſummate ſkill and un- 
daunted reſolution. His character would have been 
ſtill more complete, if his moderation had been 
equal to his courage: * ” this particular we can- 
3 | 4 | not 
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BOOK not applaud his conduct. Incenſed by the perſecut- 
wit ing ſpirit of his enemies, he wreaked' his vengeance 


on thoſe who had done him no injury; and the cru- 
eltics which the Ruſſians had committed in his do- 
minions were retaliated upon the unſortunate inha- 
bitants of Saxony. In the latter end of 


\ 


letter to the magiſtrates” of Leipzig, requiring 
them, in the King's name, to pay a new contribu- 
tion of ſix hundred thouſand crowns, and to begin 
immediately with the ptyment of one-third part, on 
pain of military execution. In anſwer to this de- 
mand, the tk. amr repreſented that the city 

exhauſted by the enormous contribu- 
tions already raiſed, was abſolutely incapable of fur- 


niſning further fupplies; that the trade was ſtagnated 


and ruined, and the inhabitants ſo impoveriſhed, 
that they could no longer pay the ordinary taxes. 


This remonſtrance made no im n. At five in 


2 the Pruſſian ſoldiers aſſembled, and 
were poſted in all the ſtreets, ſquares, market- 


a places, cæmeteries, towers, and ſteeples; then the 


gates being ſhut, in order to exclude the populace 


of the ſuburbs from the city, the ſenators were 


brought into the town-hall, and accoſted by General 
Hauſs, who told them, the King his would 
have money; and if they refuſed to part with it the 
city ſhould. be plundered. To this peremptory 
— they replied to this effect: We have no 
“more money, —we have nothing left but life; and 
« we recommend ourſelves to the King's merey.“ 
In conſequence of this declaration; diſpoſitions were 
made for giving up the city to be plundered. Can- 
non were planted in all the ſtreets, the inhabitants 
were ordered to remain within doors, and every 
houſe reſounded with diſmal cries and lamentations. 


The dreaded pillage, however, was converted into 
a regular exaction. on of ſoldiers, commanded 
by a ſubaltern, went from 


1 houſe to houſe, ſigni- 
n fying 
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his {pecie, on pain of immediate pillage and maſ- 
ſacre; and every inhabitant delivered up his all with- 
out further heſitation. About ſix in the evening, 
the ſoldiers returned to their quarters; but the 


magiſtrates were detained in confinement, and all 


the citizens were overwhelmed with grief and con- 


ſternation. Happy Britain, who knoweſt ſuch 


ievances only by report! When the King of 
Pruflia firſt entered Saxony, at the beginning of 


the war, he declared he had no deſign to make a 
queſt of that electorate; but only to keep it as a 


con 
depoſitum for the ſecurity of his own dominions, 
until he could oblige his enemies to acquieſce! in 
reaſonable terms of peace; but upon his laſt arrival 
at Dreſden he adopted a new reſolution. In the 
beginning of December, the Pruſſian directory of 


war iſſued a decree to the deputies of the States of 


the Electorate, demanding a certain quantity of flour 
and forage, according to the convention former 
ſettled; at the ſame time ſignifying, that thou 
the King of Pruſſia had hitherto treated the Electo- 
rate as a country taken under his ſpecial r eng 
the face of affairs was now changed in ſuch a man- 
ner, that for the future he would confider it in no 
other light than that of a —— country. The 
Ruſſians: had ſeized in Pruſſia all the eſtates and 


effects belonging to the King's officers: a retaliation 


was now made upon the effects of the Saxon officers, 
who ſerved in the Ruſſian army. Seals were put 
on all che cabinets containing papers belonging to 
the privy<counſellors of his Poliſn Majeſty, and 
they themſelves ordered to depart for Warſaw at a 
very ſhort warning. Though the city had been im- 

iſhed by former exactions, and very lately 


e e burgher that he ſhould produce all CHAP: 
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jected to military execution, the King of Pruſſia 


demanded: freſh contributions, and even extorted 


them by dint. of ſeverities that ſhock humanity. He 
W 
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obliged them to draw bills for very large ſums on 
their foreign correſpondents: a method of —.— 
ing much more ſuitable to the deſpotiſm of a'Per. 
fian ſophi towards a conquered people who profeſſed 
a different faith, than reconcileable to the 3 
of a Proteſtant prince towards a 
of brethren, with whom he was connected = 
common ties of neighbourhood and. religion. {the 
if they had acted as declared enemies, and been 
ſubdued with arms in their hands, the — 2 of 
war on the ſide of the conqueror ought to have 
ceaſed with the hoſtilities of the conquered, who, 


dy ſubmitting to his ſway, would have become his 


ſubjects, and in that capacity had a claim to his 


12 protection. To retaliate upon the Saxons, who had 


eſpouſed no quarrel, the barbarities committed by 
the Ruſſians, with whom he was actually at war; and 


to treat as a conquered province a neutral country, 
which his enemies had entered by violence, and been 
obliged to evacuate by force of arms: was a ſpecies 
of conduct founded on pretences which overturn all 
right, and confound all reaſon. 

$ X11. Having recorded all the tranſactions of 
the campaign, except. thoſe in which the Swedes 
were concerned, it now remains that we ſhould par- 
ticulariſe the p ſs which was made in Pomerania 


by the troo „„ 


of Count We have already obſerved, 
that inch e of the year the Pruſſian Ge- 

„ Lebwald, ig of th ye them to evacuate 
the — — province, except Stralſund, which was 
likewiſe inveſted. This, in all bility, would 
have been beſieged in form, not Lehwald re- 
the command of the Proflians, on account of 


his great age and infirmities, and his ſucceſſor Count 


Dohna been obliged to withdraw his troops, in 
order to oppoſe the Ruſlian-army on the other ſide 
of Pomerania, The blockade of Stralſund being 


conſequently 
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con ly raiſed; and that part of the country CHAP. 
entirely evacuated by the Pruſſians, the Swediſh IX. 
troops advanced again from the ifle of Rugen, to 778. 
which they had retired: but the ſupplies and rein- 
forcements they expected from Stockholm were de- 
layed in ſuch a manner, either from a deficiency in 
the ſubſidies promiſed by France, or from the ma- 
of thoſe who were averſe to the war, 

that great part of the ſeaſon was elapſed before they 
undertook any important enterprize. Indeed, while 
they lay en under the cannon of Stralſund, 
waiting for theſe ſupplies, their operations were re- 
tarded by the exploſion of a whole ſhip-load of gun- 

ended for their uſe; an event imputed 
to the practices of the Pruſſian party in Sweden, 
which at this period ſeemed to gain ground, and 


even threa a change in eee At le 
the reinforcement arrived about the 333 | 


June, and their General ſeemed determined to act 
with vigour. In the beginning of July, his army 
being put in motion, he ſent a detachment to diſ- 

lodge the feẽ Pruſſian troops that were left at An- 

clam, Demmin, and other 3 to guard that 
frontier; and they retreated accordingly. Count 

Hamilton having nothing further to oppoſe him in 

the field; in a very little time recovered all Swediſh 

Pomerania, and even made hot incurſions into the 

Pruſſian territories. | Mean while, a combined fleet 

of thirty=three Ruſſian and ſeven Swediſh ſhips of 

war appeared in the Baltick, and anchored between 
the iſlands.of Dragoe and Amagh; but they neither 
landed troops, nor committed hoſtilities. The 
Swediſh General advanced as far as Fehrbellin, ſent 
out parties that raiſed contributions within five-and- 

twenty miles of Berlin, and threw the inhabitants of 
that capital into the utmoſt conſternation. The 

King of Pruſſia, alarmed at their progreſs, diſpatched 

General Wedel from Dreſden, with a body of troops 

that were augmented on their march; ſo that, 5 
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| BOOK che twentieth of September, he found himſelf ar 


Berlin with eleven thouſand effective men, at the 
g. head of whom he proceeded againſt Count Hamil- 
ton, while the Prince of Bevern, with five thouſand, 


advanced on the other ſide from Stetin. At their 
approach, the Swediſh commander retired, after 
having left a garriſon of fourteen hundred men at 
Fehrbellin, in order to retard the Pruſſians, and 
ſecure the retreat of his army. The place was im- 
mediately attacked by General Wedel; and though 


the Swedes diſputed the ground from houſe to houſe 


with uncommon obſtinacy, he at laſt drove them 


out of the town, with the loſs of one half of their 


number either killed or taken priſoners. The body 
of the Swediſh army, without hazarding any other 


action, immediately evacuated the Pruſſian terrĩto- 
ries, and returned to the neighbourhood of Stral- 


ſund, intending to take winter- quarters in the iſle 
of Rugen. Count Hamilton, either diſguſted at the 
reſtrictions he had been laid under, or finding him- 
ſelf unable to act in ſuch a manner as might redound 
to the advantage of his reputation, threw. up his 
command, retired from the army, and reſigned all 
his other employments. WE Es n 
SXLII. The King of Pruſſia was not only fa- 
voured by a conſiderable party in Sweden, but he 
had alſo raiſed a ſtrong intereſt in Poland; among 


ſuch Palatines as had always oppoſed the meaſures 
of the reigning family. Theſe were now reinforced 


by many patriots, who dreaded the vicinity, and 
ſuſpected the deſigns of the Ruſſian army. The 
diet of the republick was opened on the ſecond day 
of November; and, after warm debates, M. Ma- 
lachowſki was unanimouſly elected Mareſchal: but 


no ſooner had the chambers of nuncios begun their 


deliberations, than a number of voices were raiſed 
againſt the encroachments of the Ruſſian troops, 


who had taken up their reſidence in Poland; and 
; heavy complaints were made of the damages 13 
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tained from their cruelty and rapine. Great pains CHAP. 
were taken to appeaſe theſe clamours; and many IX. 
were prevailed upon to refer theſe grievances to the 9 1 
King in ſenate; but when. this difficulty. ſeemed 3. 
almoſt ſurmounted, Padhorſki, the nuncio of Vol- | 
hinia, ſtood up, and declared that he would not 
permit any other point to be diſcuſſed in the diet, 
while the Ruſſians maintained the leaſt footing 

within the territories of the republick. Vain were 
all the attempts of the courtiers to perſuade and 
mollify this inflexible patriot, he ſolemnly proteſted 
| inſt their proceedings, and haſtily withdrew ; ſo 
that the Mareſchal was obliged to diſſolve the aſſem- 
bly, and recourſe was had to a /enatus conſilium, to 
concert proper meaſures to be taken in the preſent 
conjuncture. The King of Poland was, on this 
occaſion, likewiſe diſappointed in his views of pro- 
viding: for his ſon, Prince Charles, in the duchy of 
Courland, He had been recommended by the court 
of Ruſſia, and even approved by the States of that 
country; but two difficulties occurred. The States 
declared, they could not proceed to a new election 
during the life of their former Duke, Count Biron, 
who was ſtill alive, though a priſoner in Siberia, 
unleſs their duchy ſhould. be declared vacant by the 
King and Republick of Poland; and, according to 
the laws of that country, no Prince could be elect. 
ed, until he ſhould have declared himſelf of the 
Augſburgh confeſſion. His Poliſh Majeſty, how- 
ever, being determined to ſurmount all obftacles to 
his ſon's intereſt, ordered Count Malachowſki, High 
Chancellor of Poland, to deliver to Prince Charles 
a diploma, by which the King granted permiſſion to 
the States of Courland to elect that Prince for their 
Duke, and 8 the day for his election and 
hi 
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inſtalment; Which 8 took place in the 
month of January, notwithſtanding the clamour of 
many Poliſh dees, who perſiſted in affirming, 
that che King Fad ue power to grant ſuch 8 
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without the, conſent of the diet. The viciſſitudes 
of the campaign had produced no revolutions in the 


ſeveral ſyſtems adopted by the different powers in 


N 4 The Czarina, who in the month of june 
had ſignified her ſentiments and deſigns againſt the 
King of Pruſſia, in a declaration delivered to all the 


foreign miniſters at Peterſburgh, ſeemed now, more 


than ever, determined to act vigorouſly in behalf 
of the Empreſs-Queen of Hu , and the unfor- 
tunate King of Poland, who ſtill reſided at Warſaw. 
The court of Vienna diſtributed among the Impe- 
rial miniſters at the ſeveral courts of the Empire 
copies of a reſcript, explaining the conduct of her 
Generals ſince the beginning of the campaign, and 
concluding with expreſſions of ſelf-approbation to 
this effect: Though the iſſue of the campaign 
be not as yet entirely ſatisfactory, and ſuch as 925 


be deſired, the Imperial court enjoys, at leaſt, the 


ſincere ſatisfaction of reflecting, that, according to 
the change of circumſtances, it inſtantly took the 
moſt vigorous reſolutions; that it was never deficient 
in any thing that might contribute to the good of 
the common cauſe, and is now employed in making 
preparations, from which the moſt happy conſe- 


quences may be expected.“ 


$ XLIIL. We have already hinted at a decree of 
the Aulick council of the Empire, publiſhed in the 
month of Auguſt, enjoining all directors of circles, 
all Imperial towns, and the nobleſſe of the Empire, 
to tranſmit to Vienna an exact liſt of all thoſe who 


had diſobeyed the avocatoria of the Empire, and 


adhered to the rebellion raiſed by the Elector of 


Brandenburgh; that their revenues wg be ſequel- - 


tered, and themſelves puniſhed in their honours, 
perſons, and effects. As the Elector of Hanover 


was plainly pointed out, and, indeed, expreſsly men- 


tioned in this decree, the King of Great-Britain, by 


the hands of Baron Gemmegen, his electoral mini- 


5 ſter, preſented a memorial to the diet of the Em- 


ire 
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ire in the month of November, enumerating the C HA k. 
inſtances in which he had exerted himſelf, and even 
expoſed his life, for the {= ly em and aggrandiſe- 
ment of the Houſe of Auſtria, In return for theſe 
important ſervices, he obſerved, that the Empreſs- 
Queen had refuſed him the aſſiſtance ſtipulated in 
treaties againſt an invaſion planned by France, whoſe 
hatred he had drawn upon himſelf by his friendſhip 
to that Princeſs; and his e Majeſty even 
denied him the dictatorial letters which he ſolicited; 
that the court of Vienna bad ſigned a treaty with 
the Crown of France, in which it was ſtipulated 
that the French troops ſhould paſs the Weſer, and 
invade the electorate of Hanover, where they were 
joined by the troops of the Empreſs-Queen, who 
ravaged his Britannick Majeſty's dominions with 
greater cruelty than even the French had practiſed; 
and the ſame Duke of Cumberland, who had been 
wounded at Dettingen in the defence of her Impe. 
rial Majeſty, was obliged to fight at Haſtenbeck 
inſt the troops of that very Princeſs, in defence 
of his father's dominions; that ſhe ſent commiſſa.. 
ries to Hanover, who ſhared with the Crown of 
France the contributions extorted from that Elec. 
torate: rejected all propoſals of peace, and diſmiſſed 
from her court the miniſter of Brunſwick-Lunen., 
bourg: that his Imperial Majeſty, who had ſworn to 
protect the Empire, and oppoſe the entrance of fo- 
reign troops deſtined to oppreſs any of the States of 
Germany, afterwards required the King of England 
to withdraw his troops from the countries which 
they occupied, that a French army might again have 
free paſſage into his German dominions : that the 
Emperor had recalled theſe troops, releaſed them 
from their allegiance to their Sovereign, enjoined 
them to abandon their poſts, their colours, and the 
ſervice in which they were embarked, on pain of 
being puniſhed in body, honour, and eſthte; and 
that the King of England himſelf PN 
5. wi 
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BOOK vith the ban of the Empire. He took notice, that, 


1758. 


in quality of Elector, he had been accuſed of refuſing 
to concur with the reſolutions of the diet taken in 
the preceding year, of entering into alliance with 
the Ki of Pruſſia, joining his troops to the armies 
of that Prince, . auxiliaries belonging to 
the States of the Empire, ſending Engliſn forces into 


Germany, where they had taken poſſeſſion of Emb- 


den, and exacting contributions in different parts of 


Germany. In anſwer to theſe imputations, he al- 


leged that he could nor, conſiſtent with his own 
ſafety, or the dictates of common ſenſe, concur with 


_ © a majority, in joining his troops, which were im- 


mediately neceflary for his own defence, to thoſe 
which, from the arbitrary views. of the court of 
Vienna, were led againſt his friend and ally, the 
King of Pruſſia, by a Prince who did not belong 
to the generality of the Empire, and on whom the 
command had been conferred, without a previous 


concluſum of the Germanick body; that, with re- 


ſpect to his alliance with the King of Pruſſia, he had 


a right, when deſerted by his former allies, to feek 


aſſiſtance whereſoever it could be procured: and 


ſiurely no juſt grounds of complaint could be offered 


_ thoſe of Brunſwick- 


againſt that which his Pruſſian Majeſty lent, to de- 
liver the electoral States of Brunſwick, as well as 
olfenbuttel, Heſſe, and Bucke- 
bourg, from the oppreſſions of their common enemy, 
Poſterity, he ſaid, wpuld hardly believe, that at a 


time when the troops pf Auſtria, the Palatinate, and 


Wirtemberg, were eygaged to invade the countries 


of the Empire, otfer members of the Germanick 
body, who employed auxiliaries in their defence, 


ſhould be threatenqd with outlawry, and ſequeſtra- 
tion. He owned, that, in quality of King, he had 
ſent over Engliſh ps to Germany, and taken 


. Poſſeſſion of Embden; ſteps for which he was ac- 


'countable to no power upon earth, although the 


conſtitutions of the Empire permit the os” 
* make 
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make uſe of foreign troops, not indeed for the pur- 1 
poſe of invaſion or conqueſt in Germany, but for os 
their defence and preſervation. He alſo acknow- 13 58. 
ledged that he had reſented the conduct, and chaſ-—- 
tiſed the injuſtice, of thoſe co- eſtates who had aſſiſted | 
his enemies, and helped to ravage his dominions; 
inferring, that if the Crown of France was free to 
pillage the eſtates of the Duke of Brunſwick, and 
te 4 ve of Heſſe-Caſſel, becauſe they had 
ſupplied the King of England with auxiliaries; if 
the Empreſs- Queen had a right to appropriate to 
herſelf half of the contributions raiſed by the 
French King in theſe countries, ſurely his Britan- 
nick Majeſty had an equal right to make thoſe 
feel the burden of the war who had favoured the 
unjuſt enterpriſes of his enemies. He expreſſed his 
hope, that the diet, after having duly conſidered 
theſe circumſtances, would, by way of advice, pro- 

ſe to his Imperial Majeſty that he ſhould annul 
bis moſt inconſiſtent mandates, and not only take 
effectual meaſures to protect the electotate and its 
allies, but alſo give orders for commencing againſt 
the Empreſs- Queen, as Archducheſs of Auſtria, the 
Elector Palatine, and the Duke of Wirtemberg, 
ſuch proceedings as ſhe wanted to enforce againſt 
his Britannick Majeſty, Elector of Brunſwick- Lu- 
nenbourg. For this purpoſe the miniſter now re- 
queſted their Excellencies to aſk. immediately the 
neceſſary inſtructions for their principals. The reſt 
of this long memorial contained a juſtification of his 
Britannick Majeſty's conduct in deviating from the 
capitulation of Cloſter- Seven; with a refutation'of 
the arguments adduced, and a retortion of the re- 
proaches levelled againſt the King of England, in 
the paper or manifeſts compoſed and publiſhed 
under the direction of the French miniſtry, and 
intituled, * A Parallel of the Conduct of the King 
of France with that of the King of England, relative. 
to the Breach of the Capitularion of Cloſter-Seven 
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BOOK by the Hanoverians. But to this invective a more 
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% 


land forces, and aſpire at conqueſts.” Such were 


circumſtantial anſwer was publiſhed; in which, 


among other curious particulars, the letter of ex. 


ſtulation, ſaid to have been written by the Pruſ- 
an Monarch to the King of Great-Britain after the 
defeat at Colin, is treated as an infamous piece of 
forgery, produced by ſome venal pen emp to 
impoſe upon the publick. The author alſo, in his 


endeavours to demonſtrate his Britannick Majeſty's 


averſion to a continental war, very juſtly obſerves, 
that none but ſuch as are u uainted- with the 
maritime force of England can believe, that, with- 
out a diverſion on the continent, to employ part of 


the enemy's force, ſhe is not in a condition ts hope 


for ſucceſs, and maintain her ſuperiority: at ſea. 


England, therefore, had no intereſt to foment quar- 
rels or wars in Europe; but, for the ſame reaſon, 


there was room to fear that France would embrace a 


different ſyſtem : accordingly, ſhe took no pains to 
conceal her views, and her envoys declared publickly, 
that a war upon the continent was inevitable; and 
that-the King's dominions in Germany would be 
its principal object. He afterwards, in the courſe 
of hi 2 ons « that me __ be 
very. ignorant, indeed, who 1 ine the forces 
of Fri are not able to refill thoſe of France, 
unleſs the latter be hindered from turning all her 
efforts to the ſea. In caſe of a war upon the conti- 
nent, the two powers muſt pay ſubſidies; only with 
this difference, that France can employ her own 


the profeſſed ſentiments of the Britiſh "miniſtry, 
fl upon eternal truth and demonſtration; and 
openly avowed, when the bufineſs was to prove that 
it was not the intereſt of Great- Britain to maintain 
a war upon the continent; but, afterwards; when 
this continental war was eagerly eſpouſed, foſtered, 
and cheriſhed by the blood and treaſure of the 


liſh nation, then the partiſans of that very miniſtry, 


DASS 


en 
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which had thus declared that England, without any SAT. 


diverſion on the continent of Europe, was an over- 
match for France by ſea, which may be termed the 
Britiſh element; then their partifans, their cham- 
pions, declaimers, and dependants were taught to 


riſe in rebellion againſt their former doctrine, and, 
in defiance of common ſenſe and reflection, affirm * 


that a diverſion in Germany was abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to the ſucceſsful iſſue of England's operations 


in Aſia, Africa, and America. Notwithſtanding all 
the facts and arguments afſembled in this elaborate 
memorial, to expoſe the ingratitude of the Empreſs. 
Queen, and demonſtrate the oppreſſive meaſures 
adopted by the-Imperial power, it remains to be 
proved, that the member of a community is not 
obliged to yield obedience to the reſolutions taken, 
and the decrees publiſhed, by the majority of thoſe 
who compoſe this community; eſpecially when re- 


enforced- with the authority of the ſupreme magi- 


ſtrate, and not repugnant to the fundamental con- 
ſtitution'on which that community was eſtabliſhed. 

$ XLIV. If the Empreſs-Queen was not gratified 
to the extent of her wiſhes in the fortune of the 
campaign, at leaſt her ſelf-importance was flattered 
in another point, which could not fail of being in- 
tereſting to a Princeſs famed for a glowing zeal 


and inviolable attachment to the religion of Rome. 


In the month of Auguſt the Pope conferred upon 


— 
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her the title of Apoſtolical Queen of Hungary, con- | | 


veyed by a brief, in which he extolled her piety, 
and launched out into retroſpective eulogiums of her 
predeceſſors, the Princes of Unger. had been 
always accuſtomed to fight and overcome for the 


catholick faith under this holy banner. This com- 


pliment, however, ſhe did not derive from the 

regard of Proſper Lambertini, who exerciſed the 

NI. ſway under the aſſumed name of Benedict 
V. 


C02 


That pontiff, univerſally eſteemed for his 
good ſenſe, moderation, and humanity, had * 
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his laſt in the month of April, in the eighty-fourth 


year of his age FE and in July was ſucceeded in the 
FA 


__ y by inal Charles Rezzonico, Biſhop ot 


Padua, by birth a Venetian. He was formerly 


Auditor of the Rota; afterwards promoted to the 


rple by Pope Clement XII. at the nomination 


of the Republick of Venice; was diſtinguiſhed by 
the title of St. Maria d'Ara Cceli, the principal con- 


vent of the Cordeliers, and nominated protector ot 
the Pandours, or Illyrians. . When he aſcended the 
papal chair, he aſſumed the name of Clement XIII. 


in gratitude to the laſt of that name, who was his 


benefactor. Though of a diſagreeable perſon, and 
even deformed in his body, he enjoyed good health, 
and a vigorous conſtitution. As an eccleſiaſtick, 
his life was exemplary ; his morals were pure and 
unimpeached: in his character he is ſaid to have 
been learned, diligent, ſteady, devout, and, in every 


reſpect, worthy to ſucceed ſuch a predeceſſor as 


Benedict. 


$XLV. The King of Spain wiſely perſiſted in 
reaping the advantages of a neutrality, notwith- 


. ſtanding the intrigues of the French partiſans at the 


Court of Madrid, who endeavoured to alarm his 
jealouſy by the conqueſts which the Engliſh had pro- 


jjected in America, The King of Sardinia ſaga- 


ciouſly kept aloof, reſolving, in Imitation of his pre- 
deceſſors, to maintain his power on a reſpectable 
footing, and be ready to ſeize-all opportunities to 
extend and' promote the intereſt of his crown, and 
the advantage of his country. As for the King of 
Portugal, he had prudently embraced the ſame ſyſ- 
tem of forbearance: but, in the latter end of the 


- ſeaſon, his attention was engroſſed by a domeſtick 
incident of a very extraordinary nature. Whether he 


5 a general ſpirit of diſaffection among his nobility ; 


had, by particular inſtances of ſeverity, exaſperated 
the minds of certain individuals, and exerciſed his 
dominion in ſuch acts of arbitrary power as excited 


or, 


n 

the encroaching Jeſuits in Paraguay, and their cor- 
reſpondents in Portugal, had incurred the reſent- 
ment of that ſociety, we ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine: perhaps all theſe motives concurred in giving 
birth to a conſpiracy againſt his life, which was 
actually executed at this juncture with the moſt de- 
ſperate reſolution, On the third day of September, 
hho King, according to con, e out in a car- 
riage to take the air, accompani 

was, in the night, at a ſolitary place near Belem, at- 
tacked by three men on horſeback, armed with 


muſquetoons, one of whom fired his piece at the 


coachman without effect. The man, however, ter- 
rified both on his on account and that of his So- 
vereign's, drove the mules at full ſpeed; a circum- 
ſtance which, in ſome meaſure, diſconcerted the other 
two conſpirators, who purſued him at full gallop, 
and having no leiſure to take aim, diſcha 


paſs between the King's right arm and his breaſt, 
dilacerating the parts from theſhoulder tothe elbow, 


but without damaging the bone, or penetrating into 


the cavity of the body. Finding himſelf grievouſ] 

voted and the blood flowing a-pace, he, with 
ſuch preſence of mind as cannot be ſufficiently ad- 
mite, inſtead of proceeding to the palace, which 
was at ſome diſtance, ordered the coachman to return 
to Junqueria, where his principal ſurgeon reſided, 


and there his wounds were immediately dreſſed, 


By this reſolution, he not only prevented the irrepa- 


rable miſchief that — 5 have ariſen from an ex- ' - 


ceſſive effuſion of blood; but, without all doubt, 
ſaved his life from the hands of other aſſaſſins, poſted | 
on the road to accompliſh the regicide, in cafe he 
ſhould eſcape alive from the firſt attack. This in- 
ſtance of the King's recollection was magnified into 
a miracle, on a ſuppoſition that it muſt have been 

2h e the 


by one domeſtick, 


their 
pieces at random through the back of the carriage. 
The ſlugs with which they were loaded happened to 
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B © OX the effect of divine inſpiration; and, indeed, 


2 le addicted to ſuperſtition, might well paſs for 


: "4 a favourable interpoſition of Providence. The King, 


turbance in the kingdom. : [3 
_ $XLVI. The domeftic occurrences of France 


eing thus diſabled in his right arm, ifſued a decree, 
inveſting the Queen with the abſolute power of go- 
vernment. In the mean time, no be ba acceſs 
to his preſence but herſelf, the firſt miniſter, the 
Cardinal de Saldanha, the phyficians, and ſurgeons. 


An embargo was immediately laid on all the K. 


ing in the port of Liſbon. Rewards were public K- 
|: offered, together with the promiſe of pardon to 
= accomplices, for detecting any of the aſſaſſins; 
and ſuch other meaſures, uſed, that in a little time 
the whole conſpiracy was diſcovered: a conſpiracy 
the more dangerous, as it appeared ta have been 
formed by perſons of the firſt quality and influence, 


The Duke de Aveiro, of the family of Maſcarenhas; 


the _—_ de Tavora, who had been viceroy of 
Goa, and now actually enjoyed the commiſſion of 
General of the horſe ; the Count de Attougui, the 
Marquis de Alloria, together with their wives, chil- 
dren, and whole families, were arreſted immediately 
after the aſſaſſination, as aq in the deſign; 
and many other accomplices, including ſome Jeluits, 
were apprehended in the ſequel. The further pro- 


ceedings on this myſterious affair, with the fate of 


the conſpirators, will be particulariſed among the 
tranſactions of the following year. At preſent, itwill 


be ſufficient to obſerve, that the King's wounds were 


artended with no bad conſequences ; nor did the 
impriſonment of thofe noblemen produce any diſ- 


* 


were tiſſued with a continuation of the diſputes be- 
tween the Parliaments and Clergy, touching the bull 


Unigenitus. In vain the King had interpoſed his 


authority; firſt propoſing an accommodation; then 
commanding the Parliament to forbear taking cog- 
nizance of a religious conteſt, which did not 2 
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peace of his dominions to 12758. 


recall and re- inſtate thoſe venerable patriots; and 
being convinced of the intolerable inſolence and 
turbulent ſpirit of the Archbiſhop of Paris, had 
_ exiled that prelate in his turn. He was no ſooner 
re-admitted to his function, than he reſumed his 
former conduct, touching the denial of the ſacra- 
ments to thoſe who refuſed to acknowledge the bull 


Unigenitus: he even acted with redoubled zeal ; in- 


trigued with the other prelates; caballed among the 
inferior clergy; and not only revived, but aug- 
mented, the troubles throughout the whole king- 
dom. Biſhops, curates, and monks preſumed to 
with-hold ſpiritual conſolation from petfons in ex- 
tremity, -and were puniſhed by the civil power, 
Other Patliaments of the kingdom followed the 
example exhibited by that of Paris, in aſſerting their 
authority and privileges. The King commanded 
them to deſiſt, on pain of incurring his indignation: 


they remonſtrated, and perſevered; while the Arch- 


biſhop repeated his injunctions and cenſures, and 
continued to inflame the diſpute to ſuch a dangerous 


degree, that he was given to underſtand he ſhould 


be again obliged to quit the capital, if he did not 
proceed with more moderation. But the chief care 
of the French miniſtry was employed in regulating 
the finances, and eſtabliſhing funds of credit for 


raiſing money to pay ſubſidies, and maintain the war 


in Europe and America. In the courſe of this year 
they had not only conſiderably reinforced their ar- 


mies in Germany, but made ſurpriſing efforts to 


ſupply the colony of Canada with troops, artillery, 
ſtores, and ammunition, for its defence againſt the 
operations of the Britiſh forces, which greatly out- 
numbered the French upon the continent, The 


Court of Verſailles practiſed every ſtratagem toelude 


the vigilance of r cruiſers, The ſhips 
ARE C4 
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HISTORY. OF. ENGLAND. 
deſtined for America they detached, both ſingle and 


in convoys, ſometimes from the Mediterranean, 
ſometimes from their harbours in the Channel. They 
aſſembled tranſports in one port, in order to with. 
draw the attention of their enemies from another, 
where their convoys lay ready for failing; and in 
boiſterous weather, when the Engliſh could no longer 
block up their harbours, their ſtore-ſhips came forth, 
and hazarded the 'voyage, for the relief of their 
American ſettlements. Thoſe that had the good 
fortune to arrive on the coaſt of that continent were 
obliged to have recourſe to different, expedients for 
eſcaping the Britiſh ſquadrons ſtationed at Halifax, 
or cruiſing in the bay of St. Laurence. They either 
ventured to navigate the river before it was clear of 
the ice, ſo carly in the ſpring, that the enemy had 
not yet quitted the harbour of Nova-Scotia; or they 


, waited on the coaſt of Newfoundland for ſuch thick 


fogs as might ſcreen. them from the notice of the 
Engliſh cruiſers, in n the gulf; or, laſtly, 
they penetrated through the Straits of Belleiſle, a 


r e paſſage, which, however, led them di- 
rect 


y into the river St. Laurence, at a conſiderable 
iſtance above the ſtation of the Britiſh: ſquadron, 
ough the French navy was by this time ſo re- 
duced, that it could neither face the Engliſh at ſea, 
nor furniſh proper convoys for commerce, her mi- 
niſtry nevertheleſs attempted to alarm the ſubjects 


of Great-Britain with the project of an invaſion. 


Flat-bottomed boats were built, tranſports collected, 
large ſhips of the line equipped, and troops ordered 


to aſſemble on the coaſt for embarkation; but this 


was no more than a feint to arouſe the apprehenſion 


of the Engliſh, diſconcert the adminiſtration, pre- 


judice the national credit, and deter the government 


from ſending forces to keep alive the war in Ger- 


by 


many. A much more effectual method they took 


'. to diſtreſs the trade of England, by laying up their 


uſeleſs {hips of war, and encouraging 8 


„ ĩðͥ ²ͤ LvL ²; 9 TRE Gy 


060 ö 

of ſtout pri vateers, which did conſiderable d 

to the commerce of Great- Britain and Ireland, 
cruiſing in the ſeas of Europe and America. Some 
of them lay cloſe in the harbours of the Channel, 
fronting the coaſt of England, and darted out occa- 
ſionally on the trading ſkips of this nation, as they 


received intelligence from boats employed for that 


purpoſe. Some choſe their ſtation in the North-ſea, 
where a great number of captures were made upon 
the coaſt of Scotland ; others cruiſed in the chops of 
the Channel, and even to the weſtward of Ireland ; 
but the far greater number ſcoured the ſeas in the 
neighbourhood of the Leeward Iſlands in the Weſt. 


Indies, where they took a prodigious number of Bri- - 
tiſh ſhips, ſailing to and from the ſugar-colonies, and 


conveyed them to their own ſettlements in Marti- 
98 Guadaloupe, or St. Domingo. 


: 


XLVII. With —_— to the war that raged in 


Germany, the King of Denmark wiſely purſued that 
_ courſe, which happily preſerved him from being in- 
volved in thoſe troubles by which great part of Eu- 


rope was agitated, and terminated in that point of 


national advantage which a King ought ever to have 


in view for the benefit of his people. By obſerving . 
a ſcrupulous neutrality, he enhanced his importance 
among his neighbours : he ſaw himſelf courted by 


all the belligerent powers: he ſaved the blood and 
_ treaſure of his ſubjects : he received large ſubſidies, 
in conſideration of his forbearance ; and enjoyed, 
unmoleſted, a much miore conſiderable ſhare of com- 


merce than he could expect to carry on, even in 
times of univerſal tranquillity. He could not per- 


ceive that the Proteſtant religion had any thing to 
apprehend from the confederacy which was formed 


againſt the Pruſſian Monarch; nor was he miſled 


into all the expenſe, the perils, and ner of a 

fanguinary war, by that gnis fatuus which hath ſe- 

duced and e 

under the ſpecious title of the balance of power in 
, 1 7. 
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other opulent nations, 
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BOOK Germany. Howſoever he might be ſwayed by pri- 
vate inclination, he did not think it was a point of 
1758. „ e his kingdom, whether Pomerania was 
pPooſſeſſed by Sweden or Pruſſia; whether the French 
army was driven back beyond the Rhine, or pene- 
trated once more into the electorate of Hanover: 
whether the Empreſs-Queen was 2 of her re- 
maining poſſeſſions in Sileſia, or the King of Pruſſia 
circumſcribed within the original bound of his do- 
minion. He took it for granted that France, for 
her,own ſake, would prevent the ruin of that enter- 
prifing Monarch; and that the Houſe of Auſtria 
would not be ſo impolitick, and blind to its own in- 
. tereſt, as to permit the Empreſs of Ruſſia to make 
and retain conqueſts in the Empire: but even if 
theſe powers ſhould be weak enough to ſacrifice all 
the maxims. of ſound policy to caprice or reſent- 
ment, he did not think himſelf ſo deeply concerned 
in _ ova, as, for the diftant proſpect of what 
might poſſibly happen, to plunge headlong into a 
— that muſt be — 8 and imme- 
diate diſadvantages. - True it is, he had no heredi- 
tary electorate in Germany that was threatened with 
- Invaſion; nor, if he had, it is to be ſuppoſed that a 
Prince of his ſagacity and patriotiſm would have 


carious defence of a diſtant territory. It was re- 
ſerved for another nation to adopt the pernicious 
abſurdity of waſting its blood and treaſure, exhauſt- 
ing its revenues, loading its own back with the moſt 


g with bankruptcy and ruin; in'a word, of ex- 
pending above an hundred and fifty millions ſterling 
In fruitleſs efforts to defend a diane country, the 
entire property of which was never valued-at one 
twentieth part of that ſum; a country with which 
it had no natural connexion, but a common alliance 
E! from accident. The King of Denmark, 


impoveriſhed his kingdom of Denmark, for the pre- 


a impoſitions, incurring an enormous debt, 
i 


himſelf a Prince of the Empire, and * 


I 


- 
a 
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ſcenes of the preſent war, did not yet think himſelf ſo 
nearly concerned in the iſſue, as to declare himſelf 
either principal or auxiliary in the quarrel : yet he 
took care to maintain his- forces by ſea and land 
upon a reſpeQable footing; and by this conduct, he 
not only provided for the ſecurity of his-own coun- 
try, but overawed the belligerent Powers, who con- 
ſidered him as a Prince capable of making Either 
ſcale preponderate, juſt as he might chooſe to trim 
the balance. Thus he perſerved his wealth, gom- 
merce, and conſequence undiminiſhed ; and, in- 
ſtead of being ed as a party, was honoured as 
an umpire. 5 

2 XLVIn. The United Provinces, though as 
adverſe as his Daniſh Majeſty to any participation 


inthe war, did not, however, ſo ſcrupulouſly obſerve. 


the neutrality they profeſſed : at leaſt, the traders of 
that republick, either from an inordinate thirſt of 
lucre, or a ſecret biaſs in favour of the enemies of 
Great-Britain, aſſiſted the French commerce with all 
the appearance of the moſt flagrant partiality. We 
have, in the beginning of this year's tranſactions, 
obſerved, that a great number of their ſhips were 
taken by the Engliſh cruiſers, and condemned as 
legal prizes, for having French property on board : 
that the Dutch merchants, exaſperated by their loſſes, 
exclaimed againſt the Engliſh as pirates and rob- 
bers, petitioned the States for redreſs in very high 
terms, and even loudly clamoured for a war againſt 
Great- Britain. The charge of violence and injuſtice, 
which they brought againſt the Engliſh, for taking 
and confiſcating the ſhips that tranſported to Europe 
the produce of the French iſlands in the Weſt-Indi 


| 08 
of dominiors in Germany, almoſt contiguous to the CHAP, 
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es 
they founded on the tenth article of the treaty of 


commerce between Great-Britain and the States- 
General of the United Provinces, concluded in the 
year one thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty-eight, 
ſtipulating, © That Ln. ern 
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BOOK the ſhips of the ſubjects of the United Provinces, 


175 


though the lading, or part thereof, may belong to 
g, the enemies of Great-Britain, ſhall be free and un- 


moleſted, except theſe be prohibited goods, which 
are-to be ſerved in the manner deſcribed by the 
foregoing articles.” From this article the Dutch 


merchants argued, that, if there be no prohibited \ 


goods on board, the Engliſh had no right to ſtop or 
moleſt any of their ſhips, or make the leaſt enquiry 
to whom the merchandize belonged, whence it was 


| * or whither bound. This plea the Engliſh 


caſuiſts would no means admit, for the following 
reaſons: A general and perpetual licence to carry on 


the whole trade of their enemy would be ſuch. a 


glaring abſurdity, as no convention could authoriſe : 


common ſenſe has dictated, and Grotius declared, 
that no man can be ſuppoſed to have conſented to 


an abſurdity; therefore, the interpretation given by 
the Dutch to this article could not be ſuppoſed to be 
its true and genuine meaning ; which, indeed re- 
lates to nothing more than the common courſe of 
trade, as it was uſually carried on in time of peace. 


But, even ſhould this interpretation be accepted, the 
article, and the treaty itſelf would be ſuperſeded and 
annulled by a ſubſequent treaty, concluded between 


the two nations in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and ſeventy-five, and often confirmed ſince that pe- 


riod, ſtipulating, in a ſecret article, That neither of 


the contracting parties ſnould give, nor conſent, that 
any of their ſubjects and inhabitants ſhould give 


any aid, favour, or counſel, directly or indirectly, 
by land or ſea, or on the freſh waters; nor ſhould 
furniſh, or permit the ſubjects or inhabitants of their 
. reſpective territories to furgiſh any ſhips, ſoldiers, 
ſeamen, victuals, monies, 


ruments of war, gun- 


powder, or any other neceſſaries for making war, to 
the enemies of either party, ofany rank or condition 
ſoever. Now, the Dutch have infringed this article 
in many inſtances during the preſent war, both in 
I | | 5 Europe 
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Europe and America; and, as they have ſo openly CHAP. 
contravened one treaty, the Engliſh are not obliged DE 
to obſerve any other. They, moreover, forfeited all N. 4 
right td the obſervance of the treaty in queſtion, | | 
retuſing the ſuccours with which they were —_y 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to furniſh the King of 
Great-Britain, in caſe any of his territories in Fu- 
rope ſhould be attacked: for nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than the allegation upon which 
this refuſal was founded: namely, that the hoſtilities 
in Europe were commenced by the Engliſh, when 
they ſeiſed and confiſcated the veſſels of France; 
and they, being the aggreſſors, had no right to in- 
ſiſt upon the ſuccours ſtipulated in a treaty which 
was purely defenſive. If this argument has any 
weight, the treaty itſelf can have no ſignification. 

The French, as in the preſent caſe, will always com- 
mence the war in America; and when their ſhips, 
containing reinforcements and ſtores for the main- 
tenance of that war, ſhall be taken on the European 
ſeas, perhaps in conſequence of their being expoſed 
for that purpoſe, they will exclaim that the Engliſh 
were the aggreſſors in Europe, conſequently deprived 
of all beneht accruing from the defenfive treaty ſub. 
liſting between them and the States-General of the 
United Provinces. It being impoſſible for the 
Engliſh to terminate the war, while their enemies 

_ denive the finews of it from their commerce carried 

on in neutral bottoms, they are obliged to ſuppreſs 
ſuch colluſions, by that neceſſity which Grotius him- 
ſelf hath awed to be a ſufficient excuſe for de- 
viating from the letter of any treaty whatſoever. In 
time of peace no Dutch ſhips were permitted to 
carry the produce of any French ſugar iſland, or 

even to trade in any of the French ports in America 
or the Weſt-Indies; conſequently, the treaty which 
they quote can never juſtity them in carrying on a 
commerce, which, as it did not exiſt, and was not 

1 2 * ' foreſeen, 
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BOOK foreſeen, could not poſſibly be guarded againſt when 
II. that convention was ratified. ius, whoſe autho- 


1758. 


rity is held in ſuch veneration among the Dutch, 
has determined that every nation has a right to ſeize 


and confiſcate the goods of any neutral power, which 


ſhall attempt to carry them into any place which is 
blocked up by that nation, either by land or ſea. 
The French iſlands in the Weſt-Indies were fo 
blocked up by the Engliſh cruiſers, that they could 
receive no relief from their own government, con- 


' ſequently no neutral power could attempt to pg 
t 


them without falling under this predicament *. 


was for theſe reaſons that the King of England de- 
clared, by the mouth of Mr. Yorke, his miniſter 


enipotentiary at the Hague, in a conference held 
p . of Auguſt "Bro the Deputies of the 
States-General, that though he was ready to concur 
in every meaſure that ſhould be pro ſed 
farisfaction to their High Mightineſſes, with whom 


he had always ſtudied to live in the moſt perf 


union, he was nevertheleſs determined not to ſu 

the trade of the French colonies in America to be 
carried on by the ſubjects of other Powers, under 
the ſpecious pretext of neutrality : nor to permit 
words to be interpreted as a licence to drive a trade 
with his enemies, which, though not particularly ſpe- 
cified in the articles of contraband, was nevertheleſs 
rendered ſuch in all reſpects, and in every ſenſe, by 
the nature of the circumſtances, It is not at all 
mark a to on. the Tre ganuateey, | rater tho fiat of 
neutrality ; but the Dutch and Engliſh joined in ſeiſing the veſſels that were 
thus employed. Complaints of theſe captures were made at London and 


the Hague, and the complainants were given to underſtand at both place 
on any trade with France, but, 


to 
what was uſual in time of peace. bs of this declaration, Mr. 


tion, and . lan of his work to the celebrated Puffendes f. 
who ſignified his ſentiments in a letter, which is perſerved by the | 

Nations, 

, f more 


for giving 


in his notes upon that author's trea on the Law of Nature | 
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complain, than that the Engliſh government ſhould 
iſt in confiſcating the ſhips that were found to 
contain the merchandiſe of their enemies. The 
individual traders of every mercantile nation will 
run conſiderable riſques in extending their particular 
commerce, even when they know it muſt be detri- 
mental to the general intereſt of their country. In 
the war maintained by the confederates againſt Louis 
XIV. of France, the merchants ſhips of the Duteh 
carried on an uninterrupted trade to the French 
ports: and, notwithſtanding the repeated ſolicita- 
tions of b e the States-General could never 
be prevailed upon to prohibit this commerce, which 
undoubtedly enabled France to protract the war. 
The truth is, they gave the Britiſh 1 
derſtaſid, that unlell mer connived at this traffick, 


their ſubjects could not poſſibly defray their propor- 
tion of the expenſe at which the war was maintained. 


It is well known through all Europe, that the ſub- 


jects of the United Provinces reaped conſiderable 


advantage, not only from this branch of illicit trade, 
but alſo by providing for both armies in Flanders, 
and by the practice of ſtock-jobbing in England; 
conſequently, it was not the intereſt, either of the 


States-General, or the Engliſh General, between 


whom there was a very good underſtanding, to 
bring that war to a ſpeedy concluſion; nor, indeed, 
. ought we to fix the im ion of partiality upon a 

whole nation, for the private conduct of individuals, 
influenced by motives of ſelf- intereſt, which co-ope- 
rate with the ſame 
the ſubjects 
former war, ſuch a ſcandalous appetite for gain pre- 
vailed in different parts of the 
that the French iſlands were actually ſupplied with 
proviſions, ſla ves, and lumber, from Ireland and 
the Britiſh colonies in North-America; and Mar- 


. 
— 


commander 


miniſtry to un- 


in Holland, and among 
of Great- Britain. In the courſe of the 


itiſh dominions, 


unique, in particular, muſt have ſurrendered to the 


more ſurpriſing that the Dutch merchants ſhould CHAP. - 
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the whole party that oppoſed the Houle of Orange, 


— 


thoſe ſeas, had it not been thus ſupported by Eng- 


liſh” ſubjects. Certain it is, the Dutch had ſome 
reaſon to complain that they were decoyed into this 


ſpecies of traffick by the article of a treaty, which 


in their opinion, admitted of no limitation; and 


that the government of Great- Britain, without any 
previous warning, or explaining its ſentiments on 


this ſubject, ſwept the ſea at once of all their veſſels 


employed in this commerce, and condemned them, 
without mitigation, to the entire ruin of many 
thouſand families. Conſidering the intimate con- 
nection of mutual intereſt ſubſiſfing between Great- 
Britain and the States of the United Provinces, they 


| ſeem to have had ſome right to an intimation of this 


nature, which, in all probability, would have in- 
duced them to reſign all proſpect of advantage from 


the proſecution of ſuch traffick. 


S XILIX. Beſides the univerſal clamour excited 


in Holland, and the famous memorial preſented to 
the States-General, which we have already men- 
tioned in another place, a deputation of merchants 
waited four times ſucceſſively on the Princeſs Re- 


gent, to explain their grievances, and demand her 
"concurrence in augmenting the navy for the preſer- 


vation of their commerce. She promiſed to inter- 


poſe her beſt offices with the court of Great-Bri- 
tain; and theſe co-operating with repreſentations 
made by. the States-General, the Engliſh miniſter 


vas empowered to open conferences at the Hague, 


in order to bring all matters in diſpute to an ami- 
cable accommodation. Theſe endeavours, however, 
proved ineffectual. The Britiſh cruifers continued 
to take, and the Britiſh courts to condemn, all Dutch 
veſſels containing the produce of the French ſugar 
iſlands. The merchants of Holland and Zealand 
renewed- their complaints with redoubled clamour, 
and all the rrading part:of the nation, reinforced by 


cried 


cried aloud for an immediate augmentation of the CHAP, 


marine, and repriſals upon the pirates of England. IX. 
The Princeſs, in order to avoid extremities, was 1778. 
obliged not only to employ all her perſonal influ- | 
ence with. the States-General,. but alſo to-play off 
one faction againſt another, in the way of remon- 
{trance and exclamation. As far back as the month 
of June, ſhe preſented a memorial to the States- 
General, reminding them, that in the beginning of 
the war between France and England, ſhe had ad- 
viſed an augmentation ſhould be made in their land 
forces, to ſtrengthen the garriſons of the frontier 
towns, and cover the territories of the republick 
from invaſion. She gave them to underſtand, that 
the provinces of Gueldres and Overyflel, intimidated 
by the proximity of two formidable armies, had re- 
ſolved to demand that the augmentation of their 
land forces ſhould be taken into conſideration by 
the other provinces; and requeſted her to reinforce 
their ſolicitations that this meaſure might immedi- 
ately take place. This requeſt, ſhe ſaid, ſhe the 
more readily granted, as ſhe could not but be ſen- 
ſible of the imminent danger that threatened the Re- 
publick, eſpecially ſince the Hanoverian army had 
paſſed the Rhine; and as it behoved the State to 
put itſelf in a condition to hinder either army from 
retiring into the territories of the Republick, if it 
ſhould be defeated; for, in that caſe, the conqueror 
being authoriſed to purſue his enemy wherever he 
can find him, would bring the war into the heart of 
their country. This repreſentation had no other 
effect than that of ſuſpending the meaſure which 
cach party propoſed. The Princeſs, in her anſwer 
to the fourth deputation of the merchants, declared 
that ſhe beheld the preſent ſtate of their trade with 
the moſt anxious concern ; that its want of protec- 
tion was not her fault, but that of the towns of Dort, 
Haerlem, Amſterdam, Torgau, Rotterdam, and 
the Brille, to whoſe conduct it was owing, that the 
| Dd. 5 forces 
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forces of the State, by ſea and land, were not now 


on a better footing. The deputies were afterwards 
referred to her miniſter, M. de la Larrey, towhom 
they repreſented, that the augmentation of the land 
forces, and the equipment of a fleet, were matters 
as diſtinct from each other as light from darkneſs ; 
that there was no preſſing motive for an ang- 
mentation of the army, © whereas, innumerable 


reaſons tendered the equipment of a fleet a matter 


of the moſt urgent neceſſity. In a few days after 
this repreſentation was made, the Princeſs, in an 
aſſembly of the States-General, requeſted their High 
Mightineſſes, that ſeeing their earneſt and repeated 


efforts to induce the provinces of Holland, Zealand, 


Frieſland, and Weft-Friefland, to acquieſce in the 
propoſed augmentation of forces by ſea and land, had 
not hitherto met with ſucceſs, they would now con- 
fider and deliberate upon ſome expedient for termi- 
nating this affair, and the ſooner the better, in or- 
der, on one hand, to ſatisfy the ſtrong and well- 

rounded inſtances made by the provinces of Guel- 
— via Utrecht, Overyſſel, and Groningen; and, on 
the other, to comply with the ardent juſt deſires 
expreſſed by the commercial inhabitants of the 
country. She told them, that the deputation which 


- waited on her conſiſted of forty merchants, a num- 


ber that merited attention no leſs than the ſpeech 
they pronounced, of which a great number of printed 
copies were diſtributed through all parts of the 
country. Without making any particular remarks 
on the harangue, ſhe' only obſcrved, that the drift 
of it did not tend to facilitate the negociation begun 
with Great-Britain, nor to induce the nation to pre- 


fer a convention to a rupture with that crown. From 


this circumſtance ſhe inferred, it was more than 
time to finiſh the deliberations on the propoſal for 
augmenting the forces both by ſea and land; a 


meaſure, without which ſhe was convinced in her 


conſcience the State was, and would always remain, 
he expoſed 
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to all ſorts of misfortune and danger, both CHAP. 


m hereafter! 7 ne tine, 

5 L. In conſequence of this interpoſition, the 
States- General that ſame day ſent a letter to the 
States of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, communi- 


8 
758. 


cating the ſentiments of the Princeſs-Regent, and 


inſiſting upon the neceſſity of complying with her 


propoſal of the double augmentation. They ob- 
ſerved, that an augmentation of the land forces, for 
the defence of the frontiers, was unavoidable, as 
well as an equipment by ſea for the ſecurity of com- 
merce: that the States of the provinces of Gueldres, 
Utrecht, Overyſſel, and Groningen, joined with 


them in the ſame opinion; and accordingly had in- 
fiſted, by divers letters and propoſitions, on thoſe 
two points ſo eſſential to the publick intereſt. They 


repreſented the danger of delay, and the fatal effects 
of diſcord: they propoſed, that by a reciprocal 
indulgence one party ſhould comply with the ſen- 
timents of the other, in order to avoid a ſchiſm and 
dangerous diviſion among the confederates, the con- 
ſequences of which would be very deplorable; while 
the republick, in the mean time, would remain in 
a defenceleſs condition, both by ſea and land, and 
depend upon the arbitrary power of its neighbours. 
They conjured them, therefore, as they Values the 
ſafety of their country, and all that was dear to 
them, as they regarded the protection of the good 
inhabitants, the concord _ harmony which at all 
times, but eſpecially at the preſent critical juncture, 
was of the laſt neceſſity, that they would ſeriouſly 


reflect upon the exhortations of her Royal Highneſs, 


as well as on the repeated inſtances of the majority of 
the confederates; and take a wiſe and ſalutary reſo. 
lution with regard to the propoſed augmentation of 
' the land forces, ſo that this addition, together with 
an equipment at ſea, might, the ſooner the better, 
be unanimouſly brought to a concluſion. It was 
undoubtedly the duty 8 all who wiſhed well to their 
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' BOOK country, to moderate the heat and precipitation of 
. thoſe, who, provoked by their loſſes, and ſtimulated 
8. by reſentment, endeavoured at this period to in- 
volve their nation in a war with Great-Britain. Had 
matters been puſhed to this extremity, in a few 
months'the republick would, in all probability, have 
been brought to the brink of ruin. The Dutch 
Vere diſtracted by internal diviſions; they were al- 
together unprovided for hoſtilities by ſea ; the ocean 
was covered with their trading veſſels; and the 
naval armaments of Great-Britain were ſo numerous 
and powerful as to render all reſiſtance on that ele- 
ment equally vain and pernicious. The Engliſh 
could not only have ſcoured the ſeas, and made prize 
of their ſhipping; but were allo in a condition to re- 
duce or demoliſh all their towns in Zealand, where 
' they would hardly have met with any oppoſition. 


* « 
, # 1 * 
— 


$1 


Gröner 


nA. x. ak 
81. Domeft ike accurrences in Great-Britain. - § II. 


Trials of Drs. Henſey and Shebbeare. & III. Infli- 


. tufion of the Magdalen and Afylum.. & IV. Society 
or the encouragement of arts. & V. Seſſion. opened. 


VI. New treaty with the King of Pruſſia. I VII. 


Supplies granted. S VIII. King's meſſage to the 
Commons. $ IX. Bills relating to the diftillery,” and 
the exportation of corn. & X. Petition from 72 32 


tices of Norfolk. $ XI. Bill for the importation of 


- ſalted beef from Ireland continued. & XII. Repula- 
tions with' reſpect to privaleers. & XIII. New 


militia laws. f XIV. Ad for the relief of debtors 


revived. $ XV. Bills for the importation of Iriſh 
beef and tallow. & XVI. Ad relative to Milford- 
haven. S XVII. Bill relative to the duty on pen- 
fions. S XVIII. 4A relative lo the duty on plate. 
$ XIX. Cambrick aff. & XX. Unſucceſsful bills. 


' $XX[T. Caſe of the inſolvent debtors. & XXII. 


Caſe of Captain Walker. & XXIII. Remarks on 
the bankrupi-laws. & XXIV. Enquiry into the flate 
. of the poor. & XXV. Regulations of weights. and 
meaſures. $XXVI. Reſolutions concerning the Found- 

ling-boſpital. & XXVII. Meſſages from the Kin 
to the Parliament. & XXVIII. Seffron choſe. 
$ XXIX. Preparations for war. & XXX. Death 
of the Princeſs. of Orange and Princeſs Elizabeth 


Caroline. $ XXXI. Examples made of pirates. 
$ XXXII. Accounts of ſome remarkable murders. 


$XXXIIL Murder of Daniel Clarke. $ XXXIV. 
Majority of the Prince of Wales. & XXXV. Reſo- 
lulions concerning a new Bridge at Black-friars. 
$ XXXVI. Fire in Curnbill. & XXXVII. Me- 
thod contriped to find out the longitude. & XXX VIII. 
Inſtallation at Oxford. & XXXIX. Deplorable 


incident at fea. $ 5 SY made by ſeparate 


crutſers 


© 
py A _ — 
* Is — — 


Q 
"i . 2 —— — q 
ms ES oe —-—-—— ——_ . — 2 
ad * - 
hw — 


— — 
As — 9 2 
2 
* 0 "_ 
- * 


— 4 — 
— — - 2 = 


CY b i 


22 —ů—— 
1 


8 


+ — 
* 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
erutſers. $XLI. Captain Hood takes the Bellona. 
$ XLII. And Captain Barrington the Count de St. 
Florentin. $ XLIII. Captain Falkner takes a French 
Eaſft-Indiaman. & XLIV. Prizes taken in the 

 Weſt-Tndies. $ XLV. Engagement between the 


Hercules and the Floriſſant. $ XLVI. Havre-de- 


x 
% 
= 
. 


Grace bombarded by Admiral Rodney. S XLVII. 
. Adm. Boſcawen defeats M. de la Clue. $ XLVIII. 


* $FXLIX. Account of Thurot. L. French 
Meet ſails from Brefl. LI. Admiral Hawke de- 
feats M. de Conflans. $ LII. Proceedings of the 
Iriſh Parliament. & LIII. Loyalty of the Iriſ 
cathalicks.. & LIV. Dangerous inſurrection in Dub- 
lin. SLV. Alarm of a deſcent in Scotland. 


Book I. HILE..the operations of the war were 
. W 3 


Lg 
1758. 


proſecuted through the four quarters of 
the globe, the iſland of Great-Britain, which may be 
termed the centre that gave motion to this vaſt ma- 
chine, 7 65 all the tranquillity ofthe moſt profound 
peace, and ſaw nothing of war but the preparations 


and trophies, which ſerved only to animate the na- 


tion to a deſire of further conqueſt; for the dejec- 


tion occaſioned by the misfortune at St. Cas foon 
vaniſhed before the proſpect of victory and ſucceſs, 
Conſidering the agitation naturally produced among 


the common people, by the practice of preſſing men 


into the ſervice of the navy, which, in the beginning 
of the year, had been carried on with unuſual vio- 


lence, the levy of ſo many new corps of ſoldiers, 


and the endeavours uſed in forming the national 
militia, very few diſturbances happened to interrupt 
the internal repoſe of the nation. From private 
ads of malice, fraud, violence, and rapine, no 
community. whatſoever is exempted. In the month 
of April, the temporary wooden-bridge over the 
Thames, built for the conveniency of carriages and 


paſſengers, while the workmen ſhould be employed 
1 | in 


ts uu: made by the French for invading"Eng- 
and. 
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in widening and repairing London- Bridge, was ma- CHAP, 
lic iouſly ſet on fire in the night, and continued burn- X. 
ing till noon next day, when the ruins of it fell into 7566. 
the river. The deftruXtion of this conveniene ß 
proved very detrimental to the commerce of the 

city, notwithſtanding the vigilancy and diſcretion of 
the magiſtrates, in applying remedies for this miſ- 
fortune. A promiſe of the King's pardon was offered 
in a publick advertiſement, by the Secretary of State, 
and a reward of two hundred pounds by the city of 
London, to any perſon who ſhould diſcover the per- 
. of ſuch wicked outrage ; but nevertheleſs 
e eſcaped detection. No individual, nor any. 
ſociety of men, could have the leaſt intereſt in the 
execution of ſuch a ſcheme, except the body of 
London watermen ; but as no diſcovery was made 
to the prejudice of any perſon belonging to that 
ſociety, the deed was imputed to the malice of ſome 
ſecret enemy to the publick. Even after a new 
temporary bridge was erected, another attempt was 
made (in all probability by the ſame incendiary) to 
reduce the whole to aſhes, but happily miſcarried, ' 
and a guard was appointed, to prevent any ſuch 
atrocious efforts in the ſequel. Dangerous tumults 
were raiſed in and about Mancheſter, by a prodi- 
gious number of manufacturers, who had left off 
working, and entered into a combination to raiſe, 
by force, the price of their labour. They had formed 
a regular plan, and collected large ſums for the main- 
tenance of the poorer ſort, while they refuſed ta 
work for their families. They inſulted and abuſed 
all thoſe who would not join in this defection; diſ- 
perſed incendiary letters, and denounced terrible 
threats againſt all ſuch as ſhould preſume to oppoſe 
their proceedings. But theſe menaces had no effect 
upon the magiſtrates and juſtices, who did their duty 
with ſuch diſcretion and courage, that the ringleaders 
being ſingled out, and puniſhed by law, the reſt were 
ſoon reduced to order. 7 FIN 
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BOOK _ $11. In the month of June Florence Heriſey, an 


obſcure phyſician, and native of Ireland, who had 
been apprehended , for treaſonable practices, was 
tried in the court of King's-Bench, on an indict- 
ment for high treaſon. In the courſe of the trial it 
| 1 7 that he had been employed as a ſpy ſor 
x e French miniſtry ;. to which, in conſideration of 
a paltry penſion, he ſent intelligence of every mate- 
rial occurrence in Great- Britain. The correſpon- 
dence. was managed by his brother, a Jeſuit, who 
acted as chaplain and ſecretary, to the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador at the Hague. The Britiſh reſident; ar 
that court having learned from the Spaniſh miniſter 
Fame ſecrets. relating to England, even before th 
were communicated to him from the Engliſh 
miniſtry, was induced to ſet on foot an enquiry 
touching the ſource of this information, and ſoon 
received; an aſſurance, that the ſecretary of the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador had a brother, a phyfician in 
London. The ſuſpicion naturally ariſing from this 
ircumſtance being imparted to the miniſtry; of 
a H-ajes was narrowly watched; and 
twenty- nine of his letters were intercepted. From 
the contents of theſe he was convicted of having 
given the French court the firſt notice of the expe- 
dition to North-America, the capture of the two 
ſhips, the Alcide and Lys, the ſailing; and deſtina- 
tion of every ſquadron, and, armament, and the 
difficulties that occurred in raiſing money for the 
 " ſervice of the public. He had even informed them, 
that the ſecret expedition of the foregoing year was 
intended againſt, Rochefort, and adviſed a deſcent 
upon Great-Britain, at a certain time and place, 
as the moſt, effectual method of diſtreſſing the 
E and affecting the publick -credit. 
After a long trial he was found guilty of treaſon, and 
received the ſentence. of death uſually, pronounced 
on ſuch occaſions: but whether he earned forgive- 
_ neſs by ſome, material diſcovery, or the Ro 
Ee gg, pe | found 


— 


| 


1 


e neten 


found him ſo inſenſible and . ee that he CHAP. 


was aſhamed'to'take his life, he eſcaped execution, 
and was pardaned, on condition of going into per- 
petual exile: The ſeverity of the government was 
much about the ſume period exerciſed on Dr. Sheb- 
beare a publick writer, who, ih a ſeries of printed 
letters to the people of England, had animadverted 
on the conduct of the miniſtry in the moſt acrimo- 
nious terms, ſtigmatiſed — — names with all 


the virulence of cenſure, and even aſſaulted the 


throne itfelf with oblique inſinuation and iromcal 
ſatire. The miniſtry, incenſed at the boldneſs, and 
ſtill more enraged at the ſucceſs of this author, 
whoſe writings were bought with avidity by the 
| eee determined to puniſh. him ſeverely for 
is arrogance and abuſe,” and he was apprehended 
by a warrant from the ſecretary's office. His ſixth 
letter to the people of England was pitched upon 
as the foundation of a proſecution. After a ſhort 
trial in the court of Log ns, he. was found 
guilty of having written the ſixth letter to the peo- 
ple of England, adjudged a hbellous pamphlet, ſen- 
tenced to ſtand in the pillory, to pay a ſmall fine, 
to be impriſoned three years, and give ſecurity for 
his future good behaviour: fo that, in effect, this 
good man ſuffered more for having given vent to 
the unguarded effuſions of miſtaken zeal, couched 
in the language of paſſion and ſcurrility, than was 
inflicted upon Henley, a eonvicted traitor, who had 
acted as a ſpy for France, and betrayed his own 
country for hire. | a ac 
' -FNE Amidſt a variety of crimes and diſorders, 
arifing from impetuoſity of temper, unreined paſſion, 


luxury, extravagance, and an almoſt total want of 


police and ſubordination, the virtues of benevolence 
are always ſpringing up to an extraordinary growth 
in the Britiſh ſoil; and here charities are often 
eſtabliſhed by the humanity of individuals, which 
in any other country would be honoured as national 
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7758 


and infirmaries in London and Weſtminſter, erected 
and maintained by voluntary contributions, or raiſed 
by the princely donations of private founders... In 
the courſe of this year the publick began to enjoy 
the benefit of ſeveral admirable inſtitutions. Mr. 
Henry Raine, a private. gentleman of , Middleſex, 
had, in his lite-time, built 'and endowed an hoſpital 
for the, maintenance of forty maidens. By his 
will he bequeathed a certain — of money to accu- 
mulate at intereſt, under the management of truſ- 
tees, until the yearly produce ſhould amount to two 
hundred and ten pounds, to be given in marriage- 
portions to two of the maidens educated in his hoſ- 
ital, at the age of twenty-two, who ſhould be the 
{ recommended for piety and induſtry by the 


. maſters or miſtreſſes whom they had ſerved. In 


the month of March, the ſum deſtined for this 


laudable purpoſe was completed: when the truſtees, 


by. publick advertiſement, ſummoned- the maidens 


. educated in the hoſpital to appear on a certain day, 


with- proper certificates of their behaviour and cir- 
cumſtances, that ſix of the moſt deſerving might 
be ſelected to draw lots for the prize of © his 
pounds, to be paid as her marriage portion, pro- 
vided ſhe married a man of an unblemiſhed charac- 
ter, a member of the church of England, reſiding 


* within certain ſpecified pariſhes, and approved by 


the truſtees. - Accordingly, on the firſt of May the 


candidates appeared, and the one being gained by 
e 


one young woman, in preſence of a numerous 
aſſembly of all ranks, attracted by curioſity, the 
other five maidens, with a ſixth, added in lieu of 
her who had been ſucceſsful, were marked for a 
ſecond chance on the ſame day of the Vang 
8 when a ſecond prize of the ſame value would 
preſented: thus a new candidate will be added 
every year, that every maiden who has been edu- 
cated in this hoſpital, and preſerved her e | 
| | a” without 


* 


ORG AM. 
without reproach, may have a chance for the noble C HAF. 


donation, which is alſo accompanied with the ſum 
of five pounds to defray the expenſe of the wedding 
entertainment. One ſcarce knows whether moſt to 
admire the plan, or commend the humanity of this 
excellent inſtitution. Of equal and perhaps ſuperior 
merit was another charitable eſtabliſhment; which 
alſo took effect about this period. A ſmall number 


of humane individuals, chiefly citizens of London, 


deeply affected with the ſituation of common proſ- 
titutes, who are certainly the moſt forlorn of all 


human creatures, f. a generous reſolution in 


their favour, ſuch as even the beſt men of the 
kingdom had never before the courage to avow. 
They conſidered that many of theſe unhappy crea- 
tures, ſo wretched in themſelves, and ſo productive 


of miſchief to ſociety, had been ſeduced to vice in 
their tender years by the perfidious artifice of the 


other ſex, or the violence of unruly paſſion, before 
they had acquired experience to guard againſt the 
one, or foreſight to perceive the fatal conſequences 
of the other: that the jewel, reputation, being thus 
irretrievably loſt, perhaps in one unguarded moment, 
they were covered with ſhame and diſgrace, aban- 
doned by their families, excluded from all pity, re- 
gard and aſſiſtance: that, ſtung by ſelf-conviction, 
infulted with reproach, denied the privilege of 

enitence and contrition, cut off from all hope, 
impelled by indigence, and maddened with deſpair, 
they had plunged into a life of infamy, in which 
they were expoſed to deplorable viciſſitudes of miſery, 
and the moſt excruciating pangs of reflex ion that any 
human being could ſuſtain : that, whatever remorſe 
they might feel, howſoever they might deteſt their 
own vice, or long for an opportunity of amendment, 
they were entirely deſtitute of all means of reforma- 
tion: they were not only depri ved of all poſſibility of 
profiting by thoſe precious moments of repentance, 


in 


and becoming again uſeful members of ſociety; but, 
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to perſevere in the paths of proſtitution, and act as 
the inſtruments of heaven's vengeance in propagati 

diſtemper and profligacy, in — the bodies and 
debauching the minds of their fellow=creatures. 
Moved to ſympathy and compaſſion by theſe con- 
ſiderations, this virtuous band of aſſociates deter- 
mined to provide a comfortable aſylum for female 
penitents, to which they might fly for ſnelter from 


the re es of vice, the miſeries of Hfe, and the 


ſcorn of mankind ; where they might indulge the 


ſalutary ſentiments of remorſe, make their peace 


with heaven, accuſtom themſelves to induſtry and 


. temperance, and be profitably re- united to ſociety, 


from which they had been ſo unhappily diſſevered. 
The plan of this excellent inſtitution being formed, 
was put in execution by means of voluntary ſub- 
ſcription, and the houſe opened in Goodman's- 


fields, under the name of the Magdalen-hoſpital, 


in the month of Auguſt; when fifty petitions were 
preſented by penitent proſtitutes; ſoliciting admit - 
tance. Another aſylum was alſo opened by the hand 
of private charity, on the Surry-fide of Weſtmin- 
ſter- bridge, for the reception and education of female 
orphans, and children abandoned by their parents. 

IV. Nor was encouragement refuſed to thoſe 


who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by extraordinary ta- 


lents in any branch of the liberal and uſeful arts and 
ſciences, though no MaSenas appeared among the 


| miniſters, and not the leaſt ray of patronage glim- 


mered from the throne. The protection, cute 
nance, and gratification ſecured in other countries 
by the inſtitution of academies, and the Hberalities 
of Princes, the ingenious in England deri ved from 
the generoſity of a publick, endued with taſte and 
ſenſibility, eager ſor improvement, and proud of 
patronizing extraordinary merit. Several years had 
already elapſed fince a ſociety of private perſons was 
inſtituted at London, for the encouragement of arts, 
| | manufactures, 


F 


{4 6/8 04G, 18-1 


manufactures, and commerce. It conſiſted of a CHAP. 
ſident, vice-preſident, ſ , regiſter, col- X. 


1 


ector, and other officers, elected from a very con- 
ſiderable number of members, Who pay à certain 
early contribution for the purpoſes of the inſtitution. 

the courſe of every year they held eight general 
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meetings in a large aſſembly- room, built and fur- | 
niſhed, at the common expenſe; beſides the ordi- 


nary. meetings of the ſociety, held every week, 
from the ſecond Wedneſday in November to the 
laſt Wedneſday in May; and, in the intermediate 
time, on the firſt and third Wedneſday of every 
month. At theſe ordinary meetings, provided the 
number then preſent exceeded ten, the members 
had a right to proceed on bufineſs, and power to 
appoint ſuch committees as they ſhould think ne- 
0 Ihe money contributed by this aſſociation, 


after the neceſſary expenſe of the ſociety had been 
deducted, was * in premiums for planting 
or 


and huſbandry; iſcoveries and improvements 
in chemiſtry, dying, and mineralogy; for pro- 
moting the ingenious arts of drawing, engraving, 
caſting, Painting; ſtatuary, and ſculpture; for the 
improvement of may 

various articles of hats, crapes, druggets, mills, 
marbled- paper, 5 ing- wheels, toys, 
yarn, knitting, and weaving. They likewiſe allot- 
ted ſums. fot the advantage of the Britiſh colonies 
in America, and beſtowed premiums; on thoſe ſet- 


tlers who ſhould excel in curing cochineal, planting 


logwood-trees,.. cultivating olive- trees, producing 
myrtle-wax, making pot-aſh, preſerving raiſins, 


manufactures and machines in the 


curing ſafflour, making ſilk and wines, importing 


ſturgeon, preparing iſinglaſs, planting hemp an 

cinnamon, extracting opium and the gum of the 
perſimon- tree, colledting ſtones of the-mango, which 
ſhould be found to vegetate in the Well. indies; 
raiſing ſilk-graſs, and laying out provincial gardens. 
They, moreover, allowed a gold medal, in honour 


1 of 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK of him who ſhould compoſe the beſt treatiſe on the 
| III. arts of peace, containing an hiſtorical account of 


the progreſſibe improvements of agriculture, manu- 
factures, and commerce in the kingdom of England, 


with the effects of thoſe improvements on the morals - 


and manners of the PP e and pointing out the 
moſt Moyes means for their future advancement. 
In a word, the fociety is ſo numerous, the contri- 
butions fo conſiderable, the plan ſo judiciouſly laid, 
and executed with fuch diſcretion and pr as to 
promife much more effectual and extenſive advan- 
tage to the publick than ever accrued from all the 
boaſted academies of Chriſtendom. The artiſts of 
London had long maintained a private academy 
for improvement in the art of drawing from living 
res; but, in order to extend this advantage, 
which was not attained without difficulty and ex- 
penfe, the Duke of Richmond, a young nobleman 
of the moſt amiable character, provided a la 
apartment at Whitehall, for the uſe. of thoſe who 
Nugdied the art of painting, ſculpture, and engrav- 
ing; and furtiſhed it with a collection of original 
pPlaiſter caſts from the beſt antique ſtatues and buſts 
at Rome and Florence. Here any learner had 
liberty to draw, or make models, under the eye 
and inſtructions of two eminent artiſts; and twice a 
year the munificent founder beſtowed premiums of 
filyer medals on the four pupils who excelled the 
. . reſt in drawing from a certain figure, OI 
the beſt model of it in baſſo-relievo *. . 
Ann J | . Ls #3» 1 1 Mou. 
Among other tranſactions that diſtinguiſh the hiſtory of Great-Britain, 
fearce a ks Kas away ler roducing ſome incofent that ſtrongly 
marks the ſingular character of the Engliſh nation. A very extraor 
inftance of this nature, relating to the late Duke of Marlborough, we; tha! 
record among the events of this year, althotigh it derived its origia from 
the latter — of the laſt, and cannot be properly enumerated 
occurrences that appertain to general hiſtory. Towards the end of No- 
veamber, in the preceding year, the above-mentioned noble received, 
by the poſt, a letter direcked “To his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
wk core und ponle'/ net pnieining this uber . 1 
« My Lonn, I, 3 
« As ceremony is an idle thi moſt accafions, more eſpecially 
to perſons in my (tate of mind, I proceed immediately to 2 
| | | yo 


JU 
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g v. On the twenty- third day of November both CHAP. 
Houſes of Parliament met at Weſtminſter, when his 


Majeſty 


von with the motive and end of addreſſing this epiſtle to you, which is 


equally intereſting to us both. © You are to know then, that my reſent 
fraction in life 1 that I ſhould prefer annihilation to a continuance in 
it. Deſperate diſeaſes require deſperate remedies ; and you are the man I 
have pitched upon, either to e me or unmake yourfelf. As I nev 
had the honour to live among the great, the tenour of my propoſals 

not be very courtly 3 but let that be an argument to enforce a belief of what 
I am now going to write, It has employed my invention far ſome time to 
find out a method of deſtroying anather without expoſing my own life: that 
I have accompliſhed, and defy the law. Now, for the application of it, 
Tam deſperate, and muſt be provided for. You have it in your power; 
it is my buſineſs to make it your inclination to ſerve me, which you n 
determine to comply with, by procuring me a genteel ſupport for my life, 
or yohr - own will'be at a period, before this ſeſſion of Parliament is over, 
I have more motives than one for ſiugling you out upon this occaſion ; and 
I give you this fair warning, becauſe the means I ſhall make uſe of are too 
fatal to be eluded by the power of phyſick. If you think this of any con» 
ſequence, you will not fail: to meet the author on Sunday next, at ten in the 
morning, or on Monday ut the weather ſhould be rainy on Sunday) near 
the firſt tree beyond the ſtyle in Hyde-Park, in the foot-walk to Kenſing- 
ton. Secreſy and compliance may preſerve you from a double danger of 
this ſort, as there is a certain part of the world where your death has more 
than been wiſhed for «a 94 motives. I know the world too well to 


truſt this ſecret in any but my own./ A few days determine me your 
friend or enemy. Boos 45 ; 

| | 1 1 175 | « FELTON. 
. ® You will that I mean you ſhould; be alone; and 


depend 
it, that a diſcovery of any artifice in this affair will be fatal to yon. 


y ſafety is inſured by my ſilence, for confeflion only can condemn me. 

The Duke, in compliance with this ſtrange remonſtrance, appeared at 
the time and place appointed, on horſeback and alone, with piſtols before 
him, and the ſtar of his order diſplayed, that he might be the more eaſily 
known,. He had likewiſe taken the precaution. of engaging a friend to 
attend in the Park, at ſuch a diſtance, however, as ſcarce to be obſervable. 
He continued ſome time on the ſpot without ſeeipg any perſon he could 
ſuſpect of having wrote the letter, and then rode away; but chancing to 
turn his head when he reached Hyde-Park corner, he, perceived a man 
ſtanding at the bridge, and looking at the water, within twenty yards of 
the tree which was deſcribed in the letter, He forthwith rode hack at a 


gentle pace, and paſſing by the perſon expected to be addrefled ; but as no 


advance of this kind was made, he, in repaſſing, bowed to the ſtranger, 


and aſked if he had not ſomething to communicate? The man replying, 


No, I don't know you;"” the Duke told him his name, adding, < Now 
you know me, I imagine you have e e. ſay to me. But he ſtill 
anſwered in the negative, and the Duke rode home. In a day or. two.after 
this tranſaction another letter was brought to him, couched in the follow- 
terms: 5 ' * 5 | 


Mr Loan, | 15 tr, 
« YOU. receive this as an acknowledgment of your punqQuality... as 
to the time and place of meeting on Sunday laſt, though it was 
| | | | owing 


* 


f 


us 
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* 1 
— W 


1s. 


* 


commiſſion, and the Lord-keeper harangued them 
F, | to 


* 


of being artned, 


too conſpicuous. You 


e you it anſwered no purpoſe. The 
and the enſign of your order were uſeleſs, 
needed 'no attendant, the was not calculated for miſchief, nor was 
any intended. If you in the weſt aiſle of Weſtminſter-Abbey, to- 
wards cleven'o*clock on Sunday next, ſagacity will point out the 
perſon whom you will adereſs, by g his company to take a turn 
or two with you. You will not fail, on enquiry, to be acquainted with 
the name and place of abode. According to which direction you will 
pleaſe to ſend two or three hundred pound bank-notes the next day by 
the pentiy-poſt. Exert not your curioſity too carly: it is in your power 
to make me grateful on certain terms. I have who are faithful, 
but they do not bark before they bite. 


The duke, determining L 
the Abbey at the time prefcribed ; and, after having walked up and down 
for five or ſix minutes, ſa w the very ſame perſon to whom he had ſpoke in 
Hyde-Park enter the Abbey, with another man of a creditable appearafice. 
This laſt, after they had viewed ſome of the moruments, went into the 
choir, and the other turning back advanced towards the duke, who ac- 
coſting him, aſked him if he had any ny demi to him, or any commands 
for him ? He ied, © No, my lord, I have not.“ — Sure you have,” 
ſaid the Duke; but he perfiſted in his denial. Then the duke leaving hin, 
took ſeveral turns in the aiſle, while the ſtranger walked on the other fide. 
But nothing further paſſed between them, and although the duke had 

ided ſeveral perſons in diſguiſe to apprehend the delinquent, he for- 

giving the ſignal, that notwithſtanding appearances, he might run nd 
riſque of injuring an innocent Not long after this ſecond diſap- 


pointment received a third letter, to the following effe@ : | 
Mu Lon, 
- « 1 AM fully convinced you had a ion on Sunday: I interpret 


dle to anſwer — wo ou will ſce me again ſoon,” as it were by 
accident, and ma y where I go to; in conſequence of which, by 
being ſent to, 1 wait on your Grace, but to be quire alone, 


non-comp 
ſure; and ftrong ſuſpicion the utmoſt that can poſſibly enſue upon it, 


while the chances would be ten-fold againſt you. You will bly be 


The expreſſion, you will ſee me again ſoon, as it were by acci- | 


dent,” plainly pointed at the pet ſon to whom he had ſpoke in the Park, 


| and in the Abbey; nevertheleſs, be ſaw him not again, nor N 
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to this effect. He told them, his Majeſty had di- C 
rected the Lords of the Commiſſion to aſſure his 


Parliament 


NN thing farther of hs alfuir er tee monthe;-at ihe expiration/of- 


e poſt brought him the following letter 
May it pleaſe your Grace, *. : 4 js eee 
« T have reaſon to believe that the ſon of ont Barpatd, a ſurveyor, in 


" * 


Abingdon- buildings, Weſtminſter, is acquainted with, ſome ſecrets that 
nearly concern your ſafety : his father is now gut of town, which will 


give you an opportunity of queſtioning him mote. privately ; it would be 
uſt an Grace, as well as dangerous to me, to appear more pub- 
lickly in this allair,. | | . 


4 - 2 . , 
er 1 Your ſincere ' 
NOS WE MO Rn 1 


« ANONYMOUS, 


„He frequently goes to Storey's-Gate coffee-houſe.”” 
| in about aw _after this intimation was received, the Duke ſent u 
perſon to the coffee-houſe, to enquire for Mr. Barnard, and tell him he 
would be glad to ſpeak to him. e meſſage was delivered, and Barnard 


declared he would wait upon his Grace next Thurſday, at half an hour 


after ten in the morning. He was punctual to his intment, and na 


ſooner appeared than the Duke recogniſed him to be the perſon to whom 


he had ſpoke in the Park and the Abbey. Having conducted him into an 
apartment, and ſhut the door, he aſked, as before, if he had any thing to 


mmunicate: and was anſwered, as formerly, in the negative. Then the 
Duke repeated every circumſtance of this ſtrange tranſaction; to which 
Barnard liſtened with attention and ſurpriſe, yet without exhibiting-any_ 
ke obſerving that it was . 

| import written with the cors - 
reQneſs of a ſcholar, the other replied, that a man might be very poor 


marks of confcious guilt or confuſion. The 
matter of aſtoniſhment to ſee letters of ſuch i 


and very learned at the fame time. When he ſaw the fourth letter, 


in which his name was mentioned, with the circumſtance of his ſather*s 


abſence, he ſaid, ** It is very odd, my father was then out of town.” 
An expreſſion the more remarkable, as the letter was without date, and 
he not, as an innocent man, be ſuppoſed to know at what time it 
was. written,” The Duke having made him acquainted with the 1 
culars, told him, that if he was innocent he ought to uſe his endeavours 
to detect the writer of the letters, eſpecially of the laſt, in which he was 

named. To this admonition he returned no other anſwer but a 


expreſaly 
Imile, and then withdrew,—He was afterwards taken into cuſtody, and 
tried at the Old-Bailey, for ſending a threatening letter, contrary to the 


ſtatute ;. but no evidence could be found to prove the 1 of — 
hand-writizig : nor did an tion a againſt him, ex is 
being in He „and 2 ſter- ; at the tim and plac 
appointed in the two / firſt letters. On the other hand, Mr. 

proved, that on the Sunday, when he ſaw the Duke in Hyde-Park, he 
was on bis way to Kenſington, on particular buſineſs, by his father's order, 


him that very morning: that he accordingly went thither, 


to 
and dined with his uncle, in company with ſeveral other perfons, to whom 
he related what had paſſed-between the Duke of Marlborough and him 
in the Park : that has being afterwards in Weſtminſter-Abbey was the 


effect of mere accident; that Mr. James Greenwood, his i who 4 


had lain the preceding night at his father's houſe, deſired him to dreſs 
himſelf, that they might walk together in the Park; and he did not com- 
You, IV. Oh | ply 


off 
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wiſhed, a fafe and honourable 


faction in being able to lay before them any events 


ingdoms : that in conſequence of their advice, and 
enabled by the aſſiſtance which they unanimouſly 
gave, his Majeſty had. exerted his endeavours to 
carry on the war in the. moſt vigorous trranner, in 
order to attain that deſirable eng, always to be 
ce“: that it had 
pleaſed the Divine Providence to beſs his meafures 


and arms with ſucceſs in ſeveral parts, and to make 


the enemies of the nation feel, that the ſtrength of 


ply with his requeſt till after much folicitation : that be propoſed to enter 


the Park without ing through the Abbey, but was prevailed upon b 

Mri Greenwood, L — « deſire oſ * the 2 — 
ment of General Hargrave; that as he had formerlf communicated to his 
friend the Grange circumſtance. of the Duke's ſpeaking to him in Hyde- 
Park, Mr. Greenwood no ſooner ſaw that nobleman in the Abbey, than 


be give hotice to Mr. Barnard, who was very ſhort - ſighted; and that, 


from his paſſing them ſeveral times, concluding he wanted to ſpeak with 
Mr. Barnard alone, he quittsd him, and retired into the choir, that they 
might commune together without interruption. It kkewiſe appeared, from 
undoubted evidence, that Barnard had often mentioned openly, to his 
friends and acquaintance, the circumſtances of what — 12 him 
and the Duke in the Park and in the Abbey; that his father was # man 


of unblemiſhed reputation, and iv affluent circumſtances; that he himſelf 


was never reduced to any wamt, or ſuch exigence as 8 impel him te 
any deſperate methods of obtaining money; that his fidelity had been 
oſten tried, and his life always irreproachable. For theſe reaſons he was 
acquitted of the erime laid to his charge, and the myſtery remains to this 
diy undiſcovered. | | f 
After all, the author of the letters does not ſeem to have had any real 


. deſign to extort money, becuuſe the ſcheme was very ill calculated for that 


purpoſe, and, indeed, could not poſſibly take effect, without the moſt immi- 
nent riſque of detection. Perhaps his aim was nothing more than to gratify 


4 petulance and peculiarity of humour, by alarming the Duke, one 


the curioſity of the publick, puazling the multitude, and giving riſe 

a thouſahd ridiculous conjeRures. If any thing more was intended, and 
the Duke earneſtly defired to knory the extent of the ſcheme, he might, 
when he cloſeted the perſon ſuſpected, have encouraged him to a decla- 
ration, by promiſing inviolable ſecreſy on his word and honour, in which 
any than would have confided as a facred obligation. On the whole, it is 
faurpriſing that the death of the Duke, which happened iti the courfe of 
this year, was never attributed to the ſecret practices of this incendiary 


correſpondent, who had given him ts underſtand, that his vengeance, 


though Now, would not be the leſs certain. 


V In the month of * the King, in quality 6f Elector of Hanover, 
Having occaſion for two hundred thouſand pounds, a loan by ſubſcription 


for that ſum was opened at the Bank, and filled immediately by ſeven 
er eight money dealers of London, N 


7 * | 7 5 Great- 


that might promote the honour and intereſt of his 
ki 


a 


Great-Britain is not to be provoked with im unity: 9 P. 
that the conqueſt of the ſtrong fortreſs of Louiſ- . 


bourg, with the iſlands of Cape-Breton and St. 
John; the demolition of Frontenac, of the nige 
importance to his operations in America, and the 
reduction of i could not fail to bring great 
diſtreſs on the French commerce and colonies, and, 
in proportion, to procure great advantage to thoſe 
of Great-Britain. He obſerved, that France had 


alſo been made ſenſible, that whilſt her forces are 
ſent forth to invade and ravage the dominions of 


her neighbours, her own coaſts are not inacceſſible 


to his Majeſty's fleets and armies : a truth which 


ſhe had experienced in the demolition of the works 


at Cherbourg, erected at a great expenſe, with a 
rticular view to annoy England, as well as in 


the loſs of a great number of ſhips and veſſels; 
but no treatment, however injurious to his Majeſty, 
could tempt him to make retaliation on the inno- 


cent ſubjects of that crown. He told them, that 
in Germany his Majeſty's good brother, the King 


of Pruſſia, and Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick 
had found full employment for the enemies of 
France and her confederates, from which the Eng- 
liſn operations, both by ſea and in America, had 
derived the moſt evident advantage; their ſucceſſes, 
owing,, under God, to their able conduct, and the 

of his Majeſty's troops, and thoſe of his 


gag | 
allies, having been ſignal and glorious. The King, 


* 


moreover, commanded them to declare, that the 


common cauſe of liberty and independency was 


ſtill making noble and glorious efforts againſt the 
unnatural union formed to oppreſs it: that the 
commerce of his ſubjects, the ſource of national 
riches, had, by the vigilant protection received 
from his Majeſty's fleet, flouriſhed in a manner 
not to be paralleled during ſuch troubles: In this 
{tate of things, he ſaid, the King, in his wiſdom, 
* | Ee 2 "thought 
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* ty thought it unneceſſary to uſe many words to * 


1758. 


ſuade them to bear up againſt all difficulties, effec- 
tually to ſtand by, and defend his Majeſty,” vigo- 
rouſſy to ſupport the King of Pruſſia, and the reſt 
of his Majeſty's allies, and to exert themſelves to 
reduce their enemies to equitable terms of accom- 
modation. He obſerved to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that the uncommon extent of this war, in 
different parts, occaſioned it to be uncommonly 


expenſive: that the King had ordered them to de- 


clare to the Commons, that he ſincerely lamented, 


and cog felt, for the burthens of his people: 
Cc 


that the ſeveral eſtimates were ordered to be laid 
before them: and that he defired only ſuch ſupplies 
as ſhould be requiſite to puſh the war with advan- 


tage, and be adequate to the neceſſary ſervices. In 
the laſt place, he aſſured them the King took fo 


much fatisfaftion in that good harmony which ſub. 


- fiſted among his faithful ſubjects, that it was more 
proper for him now to thank them for it, than to 
repeat his exhortation to it: that this union, neceſ- 
ſary at all times, was more eſpecially fo in ſuch 
critical conjunctures; and his Majeſty doubted not 


but the good effects the nation had found from it 
would. be the ſtrongeſt motives to them to purſue 


 it.—The reader will, no doubt, be ſurpriſed to find 


this harangue abound with harſhneſs of period and 
inclegancy of expreſſion: he will wonder that, in 


. particulariſing the ſucceſſes of the year in America, 
no mention is dag 5 the redu r of Fort Du 
ueſne on the river Ohio; a place o t import- 

8 both from its mr and | cn 

erection of which had been one great motive to 
the war between the two nations: but he will be 
fill more ſurpriſed to hear it declared from the 
throne, that the operations, both by ſea and in 


America, had derived the moſt evident advantage 


from the war in Germany, An aſſertion the more 


extra 


tion, the 


N : _ 


* 
* 


en een 


ſwer to the lel, which we have already men- 


4 
extraordinary, as the Britiſh miniſtry, in their an- CHAP. 


tioned, had expreſsly affirmed, that © none but» 1558. 


ſuch as are unacquainted with the maritime force 


of England can believe; that without a diverſion 
on the- continent, to employ part of the enemy's- 


force, ſhe is not in a condition to hope for ſucceſs, 
and maintain her ſuperiority at ſea. That they 
muſt be very 8 indeed, who imagine that 
the forces of England are not able to reſiſt thoſe 
of France, unleſs the latter be hindered from turn- 


ing all her efforts to the ſea.” It is very remarx- 


able, that the Britiſh miniſtry ſhould declare that 
the war in Germany was favourable to the Engliſh 
operations by ſea and in America, and almoſt in 


the ſame breath accuſe the French King of having 


fomented that war. Let us ſuppoſe that France 
had no war to maintain in Europe; and aſk' in 
what manner ſhe, in that caſe, would have oppoſed 


the progreſs of the Britiſh arms by ſea, and in 


America? Her navy was reduced to ſuch a con- 
dition that it durſt not quit her harbours; her 
merchant-ſhips were all taken, her mariners con- 
fined in England, and the ſea was covered with 


Britiſh cruiſers: in theſe circumſtances, what _ 


dients could ſhe have contrived for ſending ſup- 


lies and reinforcements to America, or for oppoſ— 


ing the naval armaments of Great-Britain in any 
other part of the world None. Without ſhips 
and mariners, her troops, ammunition, and ſtores 
were, in this reſpect, as uſeleſs as money to a man 


ſhip-wrecked on à deſolate iſland. But, granting 


that the war in Germany had, in ſome meaſure, 
diverted the attention of the French miniſtry from 


the proſecution of their operations in America, (and 


this is granting more than ought to be allowed) 
the queſtion is not, whether the hoſtilities upon the 


continent of Europe prevented France from ſend- 
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422 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
BOOK ing a great number of troops to Canada; but 
VE” whether the war in Germany was either neceſſary 
1758., or expedient for diſtreſſing the French more effec. 
tually in other parts of the world? Surely every 
intelligent man of candour muſt anſwer in the 
negative. The expenſe incurred by England for 
ſubſidies and armies in the empire, exceeded three 
millions ſterling annually; and this enormous ex- 
nſe, without being able to protect Hanover, only 
ſerved to keep the war alive in different parts of 
Germany. Had one half of this ſum been employed 
in augmenting and extending the naval armaments 
of Great-Britain, and in reinforcing her troops in 
America and the Weſt-Indies, France would have 
been, at this day, deprived of all her ſugar colo- 
nies, as well as of her ſettlements on the conti- 
nent of America; and, being abpplutely cut off 
from theſe ſources of wealth, woulfl have found it 
impracticable either to gratify her ſubſidiaries, or 
to maintain ſuch formidable armies to annoy her 
neighbours. Theſe are truths, which will 8 
to the conviction of the publick, when the illuſive 
ſpells of unſubſtantial victory are diſſolved, and 
time ſhall have e the thick miſts of preju- 
dice, which now ſeem to darken and perplex the 
underſtanding of the people. | cy 
S VI. The conduct of the Adminiſtration was ſo 
agreeable to both Houſes of Parliament, that in their 
addreſs to the throne they expreſſed their unſhaken 
zeal and loyalty to his Majeſty's perſon, congratu- 
lated him on the ſucceſs of his arms, and promiſed 
to ſupport his meaſures and allies with ſteadineſs and 
alacrity “. It was probably in conſequence of this 
2 | 1 aſſurance 


That the of diſaffeQion to the King's which was fo 
woe trumpeted former miniſters and their adherents againſt thoſe 
2 o had honeſty and courage to oppoſe the meaſures of a weak and cor- 
©  rupt adminiſtration, was entirely falſe, and without foundation, appeared 
t this junctuie, when, in the midſt of a cruel, oppreſlive, and continental 
* ; . ” | . 0 * 4 £ ' war, 


” eg * 


EA 3 3 TI. 
C MRS» 


— 


d EON dE u. 


aſſurance that a new treaty between Great-Britain CH AP. 
and Pruſſia was concluded at London on the ſeventh . X. 


day of December, importing, That as the burtheh- 


ſome war, in which the King of Pruſſia is engaged, 


_ lays him under the neceſſity of making freſh efforts 

to defend himſelf againſt the 0 of enemies 
who attack his dominions, he is obliged to take new 
meaſures with the King of . for their reci- 

rocal defence and ſafety ; and his Britannick Ma- 
zeſty hath, at the ſame time, fignified his earneſt de- 
ſire to ſtrengthen the friendſhip ſubſiſting between 
the two Courts, and, in conſequence thereof, to con- 
clude a formal convention, for granting to his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty ſpeedy and powerful affiſtance, their 
Majeſties have nominated and authorized their mi- 
niſters to concert and ſettle the following articles: 


All formal treaties between the two Crowns, pes . 
th day 


cularly that figned at Weſtminſter on the 16 
of January, in the year 1756, and the convention of 
the 11th of April, in the year 1758, are confirmed 
by the preſent convention of the 11th of April, in 
the year 1758, in their whole tenor, as if they were 


herein inſerted word for word. The King of Great... 


Britain ſhall cauſe to be paid at London, to ſuch 
perſon or perſons as ſhall be authoriſed by the King 
of Pruſſia for that end, the ſum of four millions of 
rix-dollars, making fix hundred and feventy thouſand 
pounds ſterling, at one payment, immediately on 
— exchange of the ratifications, if the King of 
ruſſia ſhall ſo require. His Pruſſian Majeſty ſhall 
employ the ſaid ſum in ſupporting and augmentin 
his forces, which ſha}l act in ſuch manner as ſhall. be 
war, maintained by the blood and treaſure of Great - Britain, all oppoſiticg 
ceaſed in both Houſes of Parliament. The addreſſes of thanks to his Ma- 
jeſty, which are always dictated by the immediate ſervants of the Crown, 
ere unanimouſly adopted in both Houſes, and not only couched in terms 
1 but even inflated with expreſſions of rapture and admiration. 
y declared themſelves ſenſible, that the operations of Great-Britain, 
both by ſea and in America, had received the moſt evident and important 
advantages from the maintenance of the war in Germany, and ſeemed 
AI eſpoule any meaſure that might gratify the inclinatious of the 
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B ap K of the greateſt ſervice to the common cauſe, and con- 


- 


1758, 


cally bind them not to conclude with the Powers 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


tribute moſt to the mutual defence and ſafety of their 
ſaid Majeſties. The King of Great- Britain, both as 
King and Elector, and the wg of Pruſſia, recipro- 


that have taken part in the preſent war any treaty 
of peace, truce, or other ſuch like convention, but 
by common advice and conſent; each expreſsly in- 
cluding therein the other. The ratification of the 


preſent convention ſhall be exchanged within ſix 


weeks, or ſooner, if poſſible. In effect, this treaty 
was no other than a renewal of the ſubſidy from 


year to year, becauſe it was not thought proper to 


| ſtipulate in the firſt ſubſidiary convention an annual 


ſupply of ſuch importance until the war ſhould be 
terminated, leſt the people of England ſhould be 
alarmed at the proſpect of ſuch ſucceſſive burthens, 


and the complaiſance of the Commons be in ſome 


future ſeſſion exhauſted, On the whole, this was 


perhaps the moſt extraordinary treaty that ever 


was concluded ; for it contains no ſpecification-of 


articles, except the payment of the ſubſidy : every 
other article was left to the interpretation of his 


An. 4759. 


Pruſſian Majeſty. | 


$ VII. The Parliament, having performed the 
ceremony of addreſſes to the throne, immediately 


-proceeded to the great work of the ſupply. The 


two committees in the Houſe of Commons were im- 
mediately eſtabliſhed, and continued by adjourn- 


ments to the month of May, by the twenty-third 


day of which all their reſolutions were taken. They 


voted ſixty thouſand men, including fourteen thou- 


ſand eight hundred and forty-five marines, for the 
ſervice of the enſuing year; and for the operations 
by land, a body of troops amounting to fifty-twa 
thouſand five hundred and fifty-three effective me 


| beſides the auxiliaries of Hanover, Heſſe, Brunſ- 


wick, Saxe-Gotha, and Buckebourg, to the number 
of fifty thouſand, and five battalions on the Iriſh 


eſtabliſh. 


„ e $9 Ne e 


Africa. For the maintenance of the ſixty thouſand 
men employed in the ſea-ſervice, they granted 
three millions one hundred and twenty thouſand 


Py for the land-forces, one million two 
u 


ndred fifty-ſix thouſand one hundred and thirty 
pounds, fifteen ſhillings, - and two-pence ; for the 
charge of the additional five battalions, forty 
_ thouſand eight hundred and ſeventy- nine pounds, 


, 
eſtabliſhment, in actual ſervice in America and CHAP, 


f . „ 5 


1 


4 * 


— 


thirteen ſhi lings and nine- pence; for the pay of 
mw, 


the general 
land-forces, fifty-two thouſand four hundred and 
eighty-four pounds, one ſhilling, and 3 
for maintaining the garriſons in the 

Gibraltar, Nova-Scotia, Newfoundland, Provi- 
dence, Cape-Breton, and Senegal, the ſum of ſeven 


ſtaff-officers, and hoſpitals of the _ 


lantations, - 


hundred and forty-two thouſand five hundred and 
thirty-one pounds, five ſhillings and ſeven-pence; 


for the charge of ordnance for land-ſervice, two 
hundred and twenty thouſand ſeven hundred and 


eighty- nine pounds, eleven mus. and nine- 
0 


pence; for extraordinary ſervice performed by the 


ſame office, and not provided for by Parliament 


in the courſe of the preceding year, three hundred 


759 


twenty-three thouſand nine hundred and eighty- 


ſeven pounds, thirteen ſhillings, and three-pence ; 
for the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay to 
ſea-officers, two hundred and thirty-eight thouſand 
four hundred and ninety-one pounds, nine ſhillings, 
andeight-pence; towards the ſupport of 5 


hoſpital, and for the out- penſioners of Chelſea-col-. 


icke the ſum of thirty-ſix thouſand pounds. They 
allotted for one year's expenſe, incurred by the fo- 
reign troops in the pay of Great-Britain, one million 
two hundred thirty-cight thouſand one hundred and 


ſeventy-ſeven pounds, nineteen ſhillings, and ten- 
pence, over and above ſixty. thouſand pounds for 


enabling his Majeſty to fulfil his engagements with 


the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, purſuant to the ſepa- & 


rate 


% 


$26 
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Wa OK rate article of a new treaty concluded between them 


1755. 


in the month of January of this current year, ſtipu. 


lating, that this ſum ſhould be ee to his Serene 
Highneſs, in order to facilitate the means by which 
he might again fix his reſidence in his own domi. 
nions, and hy his preſence give freſh courage to his 
faithful ſubjects. Eighty thouſand pounds were 
ted for enabling 5 
ke ſum, raiſed in purſuance of an act paſſed in the 
eding ſeſſion, and charged upon the firſt aids 
or ſupphes to be granted in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment. The ſum of two hundred thouſand pounds 
was voted towards the building and repairing ſhips 


of war for the enſuing year. Fifteen thouſand 


and five-pence. To replace ſums taken from the 


pounds were allowed for improving London-bridge; 
and forry thouſand on account for the Foundling- 
hoſpital. For the charge of tranſports to be em- 
3 in the courſe of the year they aſſigned i 
undred fixty-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 


twenty - one pounds, ninetcen ſhillings, and ſeven- 


ce: for maintaining the colonies of Nova-Scotia 
and Georgia they beſtowed twenty-five thouſand two 
hundred and thirty- eight pounds, thirteen ſhillings, 


_ linking fund, thirty-three thouſand two hundred and 


certain lands and hereditaments, in order to ſecure 


fifty two pounds, eighteen ſhillings, and ten-pence 
half- penny; for maintaining the Britiſh farts and ſet- 
tlements on the coaſt of Africa, tenthouſand pounds; 


and for paying off the mortgage on an eſtate deviſed 
for the endowment ofa profeſſorſhip in the univer- 


fity of Cambridge, the ſum of twelve hundred and 


eighty pounds. For the expenſe of the militia they 


voted ninety thouſand pounds: for extraordinary ex- 
penſes relating to the land- forces, incurred in the 
courſe of laſt year, and unprovided for by Parlia- 
ment, the ſum of four hundred fifty-ſix thouſand 
ſeven hundred and „ e pounds, ten ſhillings 
and five-pence three farthings. For the purchaſe o 


* 


the 


is Majeſty to diſcharge the 


| 2 
TFT a CEE We 
the King's docks at Portſmouth, Chatham, and Ply. CHAP: 
mouth, they granted thirty-ſix thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ſixty-ſix pounds, two ſhillings, and ten- 359. 
Pence. They voted two hundred thouſand pounds 
5 en ki Majeſty to give proper compenſa- 
tions to the reſpective provinces in North-America, 
for the expenſes they had incurred in levyin and 
maintaining troops for the ſervice of the = lick. 
They granted twenty thouſand pounds to the Eaſt, 
India Company, towards enabling them to defray the 
expenſe of a military force in their ſettlements; and 
the ſame ſum was granted for carrying on the forti- 
fications to ſecure the harbour of Milford. To 
make good ſevetal ſums iſſued by his Majeſty, for 
indemnifying the inn-holders and victuallers of ' . 
Hampſhire for the expenſes they had incurred in 
quartering the Heſſian auxiliaries in England; for 
an addition to the ſalaries of Judges, other leſs 
conſiderable purpoſes, they allowed the ſum of 
twenty-ſix thouſand one hundred and ſeventy- eight 
pounds, fixteen ſhillings, and ſix-pence. Finally, "a 
they voted one million, upon account, for enabling 
the King to defray any extraordinary expenſe of the 
war, incurred, or to be incurred, for the ſervice of 
the current year; and to take all ſuch meaſures as 
might be neceſſary to diſappoint or defeat any en- 
terpriſes or deſigns of his enemies, as the exigency 
of affairs ſhould require. The ſum of all the grants 
voted by the committee of ſupply amounted to 
twelve millions ſeven hundred fixty-one thouſand 
three hundred and ten pound, nineteen. ſhillings, 
and five-pence, © F | 
S VIII. The Commons were til] employed in 
deliberations on ways and means on the twenty- 
ſecond day of May, when Mr. Secretary Pitt 
communicated to them a meſſage from the King, 
couched in theſe terms : © His Majeſty, relying on 
the experienced zeal and affection of his faithful 
Commons, and conſidering that, in this critical 
ad ; 2 : vp 5 * conjuncture, 
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428 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
BOOK conjuncture, emergencies may ariſe, which may 
II. pe of the utmoſt importance, and be attended wit 
7759. the moſt pernicious conſequences, if proper means 
ſhould not immediately be applied to prevent or 
defeat them, is deſirous that this Houſe will enable 
him to defray any extraordinary expenſes. of the 
- war, incurred, or to be incurred, for the ſervice of 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty. 
nine, and to take all ſuch meaſures as may be ne- 
ceſſary to diſappoint or defeat any enterpriſes or 
deſigns of his enemies, and as the exigencies of 
affairs may require. This meſſage being read, a 
motion was made, and agreed to nem. con. that it 
ſhould be referred to the committee, who forth- 
with formed upon it the reſolution, whereby one 
million was granted, to be raiſed by loans or Ex- 
chequer- bills, chargeable on the firſt aids that 
could be given in the next ſeſſion. This produced 
a bill, enabling his Majeſty to raiſe the ſum of one 
million, for the uſes and purpoſes therein men- 
tioned, comprehending a clauſe, allowing the Bank 
of England to advance, on the credit of the loan 
therein mentioned, any ſum not exceeding a mil. 
lion, notwithſtanding the act of the fifth and ſixth 


ears in the reign of William and Mary, by which 
85 Bank was eſtabliſned. Tt i 


$ IX. The bills relating ſolely to the ſupply being 
diſcuſſed and expedited, the Houſe proceeded, as 
uſual, to enact other laws for the advantage of the 
community. .Petitions having been as Ec. by 
the cities of Briſtol and New-Sarum, alleging, 
that ſince the laws prohibiting the making of low 
wines and ſpirits ee grain, meal, and flour had 
been in force, the commonalty appeared more ſober, 


healthy, and induſtrious: repreſenting the ill conſe- 


quences which they apprehended would attend the 
repeal of theſe laws, and therefore praying their con- 
tinuance ; a committee of the w * Houſe reſolved, 
that the prohibition to export corn ſhould be 2 


„ 


nine; ſubject nevertheleſs to ſuch proviſions: for 
ſhortening the ſaid term of its continuance as 
ſhould therefore be made by an act of that ſeſſion, 
or by his Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy- 
council, during the receſs of Parliament ; that 
the act for diſcontinuing the duties upon corn and 
flour imported, or brought in as prize, was not 

roper to be further continued; and that the pro- 
5 — to make low wines or ſpirits from any 
ſort of grain, meal, or flour ſhould be continued 
to the twenty fourth day of December, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-nine. Be- 
fore the bill was formed on theſe reſolutions, pe- 


titions arrived from Liv | and Bath, to the 


ſame purport as thoſe of Briſtol and Sarum; 
while, on the other hand, a remonſtrance was pre- 
ſented by a great number of the malt-diſtillers of 


the city and ſuburbs of London, alleging, that 


it having been deemed expedient to prohibit the 
diſtilling of ſpirits from any ſort of grain to the 
N 2+ rth day of & then inſtant, ſome 
of the petitioners had entirely ceaſed to carry on 
the buſineſs of diſtilling, while others, merely 
with a view to preſerve their cuſtomers, the com- 
pound diſtillers, and employ ſome of their ſer- 
vants, horſes, and utenſils, had ſubmitted to carry 


on the diſtillation of ſpirits from melaſſes and 


ſugars under great diſadvantages, in full hope that 


the ſaid reſtraint would ceaſe at the expiration of 


the limited time, or at leaſt when the neceſſity 
which occaſioned that reſtraint ſhould be removed; 
that it was with great concern they obſerved a 
bill would be brought in for protracting the ſaid 
prohibition, at a time when the price of all man- 
ner of grain, and particularly of wheat and barley, 
was conſiderably reduced, and, as they. humbly 
conceived, at a reaſonable medium. They _— 
a . tiate 
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tinued to the twenty-fourth day of December, in CH AP. 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fiſty- 
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BOOK tiated on the great loſs they, as well as many trader 


* and artificers, dependants upon them, muſt ſuſtain, 


1759. 


in caſe the ſaid bill ſhould be paſſed into a law. 
They prayed the Houſe to take theſe circumſtances 
into conſideration, and either permit them to 
carry on the diſtillation from wheat; malt, and 
other grain, undef ſuch reſtrictions as ſhould be 
Judg neceſſary; or to grant them ſuch other re- 
101, 


in reſpect of their ſeveral loſſes and incum- 


brances, as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem reaſonable 


nnd expedient. This petition, though ſtrenuouſly 


urged by a powerful and clamorous body without 
doors, did not meet great encouragement within. 


It was ordered to lie upon the table, and an in- 
ſtruction was given to the committee, empowering 


them to receive a clauſe or clauſes. to allow the 


tranſportation of certain quantities of meal, flour, 
bread, and biſcuit to the iflands of Guernſey and 
Jerſey, for the ſole uſe of the inhabitants; and 
another to prohibit the making of low wines and 


ſpirits from bran. Much more attention was paid 
to a petition of ſeveral farmers in the county of 


Norfolk, repreſenting, that their farms conſiſted 
chiefly of arable land, which produced much greater 

uantities of corn than could be conſumed within 
that county; that in the laſt harveſt there was a 


great and plentiful crop of all ſorts of grain, the 


greateſt part of which had, by unfavourable wea- 


ther, been rendered unfit for ſale at London, or 


other markets, for home conſumption ; that large 
quantities of malt were then lying at London, 
arifing chiefly from the crops of barley growing 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 
ſeven, the ſale of which was ated ; that the 
petitioners being informed the Houſe had ordered 
in a bill to continue the prohibition of corn ex- 


ported, they begged leave to obſerve, that, ſhould | 
it paſs into a law, it would be extremely preju- 
dicial to all, and Re farmers of that county, - 


a8 


— 
. c . 


* 
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s and markets of the ſaid county; but the 
merchants refuſed to buy it at any price, alleging 
its being unfit for the | 
quantity of corn with which that market was al- 
ready overſtocked, and their not being allowed 
either to export it, or make it into malt for ex- 
portation: they, therefore, prayed this prohibition 
might be removed, or they the petitioners indulged 
with ſome other kind of relief. Alth 
monſtrance was duly conſidered, the bill paſſed 
with the amendments, becauſe of the proviſo, by 
which his Majeſty in council was empowered to 
ſhorten the date of the prohibition, with ref; 
to the exportation of corn, during the receſs of 
Parliament: but the temporary reſtraint laid 44 
diſtillation was made abſolute, without any ſuch 
condition, to the no ſmall diſappointment and 
mortification of the diſtillers, who had ſpared 


no pains and expenſe, by private ſolicitation - 


and ſtrenuous diſpute in the publick papers, 
to recommend their cauſe to the favour of the 
community. They urged that malt ſpirits, when 
uſed in moderation, far from being prejudicial to 
the health of individuals, were, in many damp and 
marſhy parts of the kingdom, abſolutely neceſſary 
for preſerving the field-labourers from 1 and 
other diſtempers produced by the cold an 


French brandy, with which, as they generally re- 
ſided near the ſea-coaſt, the ſmugglers would pro- 
vide them almoſt as cheap as the malt-ſpirits could 
be afforded: thus the increaſed conſumption of 


French ſpirit would drain the nation of ready 


money to a conſiderable amount, and prejudice 
the * revenue in the ſame proportion. They 
obſerved, that many diſtillers had already quitted 


that branch of trade, and diſpoſed of their materials: 


that 


ndon market, the great 


h this re- 


moiſture 
of the climate; that if they were debarred the 
uſe of malt-ſpirits, they would have recourſe to 


| | I zt 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
| BOOK that all of them would probably take the ſarie 


reſolution, ſhould the bill paſs into a law, as no 
man could foreſee when the probibition would 


ceaſe, ſhould it be continued at 4 time when all 
ſorts of grain abounded in ſuch plenty; that the 
very waſte of materials by diſuſe, over and above 
the lying out of the money, would be of great pre- 
judice to the proprietor : thus the buſineſs of diſtil- 
ling, by which ſo many families were ſupported, 
would be baniſhed from the kingdom entirely: 
eſpecially, as'the expenſe of eftabliſhing a large 
diſtillery was ſo great, that no man would chooſe 
to employ his money for this purpoſe, judging from 
experience, that ſome future accidental ſcarcity of 


corn might induce the legiſlature to interpoſe a 


ruinous delay in this branch of buſineſs. They 


affirmed, that, from the exceſſive uſe of malt-ſpirits, 


no good argument could be dran againſt this branch 
of traffick, no more than againſt any other conve- 


niency of life: that the exceſſive uſe of common 
beer or ale was prejudicial to the health and mo- 


rals of the people, yet no perſon ever thought of 


putting an end to the practice of brewing, in 
> aſe of . brewed liquors. 


order to prevent the a 
They urged, that in all parts of Great-Britain 
there are ſome parcels of land that produce no- 
thing bo advantage, but a coarſe Kind of barley, 
called big, which, though neither fit for brewing 
or for baking, may nevertheleſs be uſed in. the 
diſtillery, and is accordingly purchaſed by thoſe 
concerned in this branch at ſuch an encouraging 
price, as enables many farmers to pay a higher 
rent to their landlords than they could otherwiſe 


afford: that there are every year ſome parcels - 


of all ſorts of grain ſo damaged by unſeaſonable 
weather, or other accidents, as to be rendered alto- 
gether unfit for bread or brewery, and would prove 
a very great misfortune to the farmer, if there was 


no diſtillery, for the uſe of whi@h he could ſell his - 


damaged 


6 

| EEOC EE I: 3 

damaged commodity. They aſſerted, that malt- CHAP. 

ſpirits were abſolutely neceſſary for proſecuting ſome 

branches of foreign commerce, particularly the trade 1759. 

to the coaſt of Africa, for which traffick no affort- 

ment could be made up without a large quantity of 
geneva, of which the natives are ſo fond, that they 

will not traffick with any merchant who has not a 

conſiderable quantity, not only for ſale, but alſo for 

preſents to their chiefs and rulers: that the mer- 

chants of Great-Britain muſt either have this com- 

modity of their own produce, or import it at a great 

national expenſe from Holland: that the charge of 

this importation, together with the duties payable 

upon it, ſome part of which is not to be draun 

back on exportation, will render it impoſſible for the 955 
Traders to ſell it ſo cheap on the coaſt of Africa as 

it might be ſold by the Dutch, who are the great 

rivals of Great- Britain in this branch of commerce. 

To theſe arguments, all of which were plaufible, and 

ſome of them unanſwerable, it was replied, that 

malt-ſpirits might be conſidered as a fatal and be- 

witching poiſon, which had actually debauched the 

minds, and enervated the bodies, of the common 

people to a very deplorable degree ; that, without 
entering further into a compariſon between the uſe 

and abuſe of the two liquors, beer and geneva, it 

would be ſufficient to obſerve, that the uſe of beer 

and ale had produced none of thoſe dreadful effects 

which were the conſequences of drinking geneva ; 

and fince the prohibition of the diſtillery of malt- 

ſpirits had taken place, the common people were 

become apparently more ſober, decent, healthy, and 

induſtrious: a circumſtance ſufficient to induce the 

legiſlature not only to intermit, but even totally to 

aboliſh- the practice of diſtillation, which has ever 

been productive of ſuch intoxication, riot, diſorder, 

and diſtemper, among the lower claſs of the people, 

as might be deemed the greateſt evils incident to a 

well-regulated commonwealth. Their aſſertion, 

Vor. IV. WE 1 with 
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. BOOK with. reſpect to the coarſe kind of barley, called 
UL big, was contradicted as a deviation from truth, 

| 15 59. inaſmuch as it was uſed in making malt, as well as 
in making bread: and with reſpect to damaged 
corn, 255 who underſtood the nature of grain af- 

firmed, that if it was ſpoiled to ſuch a degree as to 

be altogether unfit for either of theſe purpoſes, the 

8 diſtillers would not purchaſe it at ſuch a price as 
would indemnify the farmer for the charge of threſh- 
ing and carriage; for the diſtillers are very ſenſible, 
that their greateſt profit is derived from their diſtil- 
ling the malt made from the beſt barley, ſo that the 
increaſe of the produce far exceeded in proportion 
the advance of the price. It was not, however, an, 


\_ eaſy matter to prove that the diſtillation of malt- 
ſpirits was not neceſſary to an advantageous proſe- 
cution of the commerce on the coaſt of Guinea, as 
well as among the Indians in ſome parts of North- 
America. Certain it is, that in theſe branches of 
traffic k, the want of Geneva may be ſupplied by ſpi- 
rits diſtilled from ſugars and melaſſes. After all, 

Ky it muſt be owned, that the good and ſalutary effects 
7 of the, prohibition were viſible in every part of the 
tingdom, and no evil conſequences enſued, except 
a diminution of the revenue in this article: a con- 
ſideration which, at all times, ought to be ſacrificed 
to the health and morals of the people: nor will 
this conſideration be found of any great weight, 
when we reflect that the leſs the er is drunk, 
the greater quantity of beer and ale will be con- 
ſumed, and the produce of the duties and excife 
upon the brewery be augmented accordingly. 
X. In the mean time, all ſorts of grain conti- 
ming to fall in price, and great plenty appearing in 
every part of the kingdom, the juſtices of the peace, 
and of the grand juries, aſſembled at the general 
uarter ſeſſions of the peace, held for the county of 
Norfolk, compoſed and preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons, in the beginning of February, a peti- 
Hg | tion, 


% een Hr 


: tion, repreſenting, that the weather proving unfa- TRAR 


vourable in the harveſt, great of the barley 
. raifed in that county was much nova and — 
dered unfit for any other uſe than that of being made 
into malt for exportation; that, unleſs it ſhould be 
ſpeedily manufactured for that purpoſe, it would be 
entirely ſpoiled, and periſh in the hands of the 

rowers; a loſs that muſt be very ſenſibly felt by 
the land-owners: they, therefore, entreated that 
leave might be given for the exportation of malt ; 
and that they might be favour with ſuch further 
relief, as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem juſt and reaſon- 
able. In conſequence of this petition, the Houſe 
reſolved itſelf into a committee, to deliberate upon 
the ſubject; and as it appeared, upon examination, 
that the price of grain was reduced very low, and 


reat abundance diffuſed through the kingdom, they 


reſolved, that the continuance of that part of the act, 
prohibiting the exportation of grain, ought to be 
abridged and ſhortened, and the exportation of theſe 
commodities allowed, under proper regulations, with 
reſpect to the time of ſuch exportation, and the allou- 
ance of bounties thereupon. A bill being founded 


or theſe reſolutions, was diſcuſſed, and underwent - 


ſeveral amendments: at length it was ſent with a 
new title to the Lords, who paſſed it without further 
alteration, and then it obtained the royal ſanction. 
- $ XL. While this affair was under the delibera- 
tion of the committee, the Commons unanimouſly 


iſſued an order for leave to bring in a bill to con- 


tinue, for a limited time, the act of laſt ſeſſion, per- 
mitting the importation of ſalted beef from Ireland 
into Great-Britain, with an inſtruction to receive 
a clauſe extending this permiſſion to all ſorts of 
falted . or. hog-meat, as the officers of the 
cuſtom-houſe had refuſed to admit hams from Ire- 


land to an entry. The bill likewiſe received an- 


other conſiderable alteration, importing, That, in- 
ſtead of the duty of one ſhilling and three-pence, 
: : 54 28 A charged 
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charged by the former act on every hundred weight 
of ſalted beef or pork imported from Ireland, which 
was found not adequate to the duty payable for 
ſuch a quantity of ſalt as is requiſite to be uſed. in 
curing and ſalting thereof; and to prevent as well 
the expenſe to the revenue, as the detriment and 
loſs which would accrue to the owner and importer, 
from opening the caſks in which the proviſion is 

Weta depoſited, with the pickle or brine proper 

r preſerving the ſame, in order to aſcertain the net 
weight of the proviſion liable to the ſaid duties; for 
theſe reaſons it was enacted, That from and after the 


twenty- fourth day of laſt December, and during the 


continuance of this act, a duty of three ſhillings and 


. four-pence ſhould be paid upon importation for 


every barrel or caſk of ſalted beet or pork containing 
thirty-two gallons; and one ſhilling and three-pence 
for every hundred weight of ſalted beef, called dried 
beef, dried neats-tongues, or dried hog-meat, and ſo 


in 77 _ for any greater or leſſer quantity. 


XII. Repeated complaints having been made 
to the government by neutral nations, eſpecially the 


Dutch, that their ſhips had been plundered, and 


their crews maltreated, by ſome of the Engliſh pri- 


vateeirs, the legiſlature reſolved to provide effectually 


againſt any ſuch outrageous practices for the future: 
and with this view the Commons ordered a bill to 
be brought in, for amending and explaining an act 


of the twenty-ninth year of his late Majeſty's, reign, 


intituled, An Act for the encouragement of ſea- 
men, and more. ſpeedy and effectual manning. of 
« his Majeſty's navy.“ While the committee was 


employed in peruſing commiſſions and papers relat- 


ing to private ſhips of war, that they might be-fully 
acquainted with the nature of the ſubject, a conſi- 
derable number of merchants and others, inhabiting 
the iſlands of Guernſey and Jerſey, prefented- a 
petition to the Houſe, alleging, that the inhabit- 
ants of thoſe iſlands, which lie in the Britiſh 2 
« . 8 | n 


© "1 96 2 0E . 


well as in former wars, embarked their fortunes in 
equipping ſmall privateers, which uſed to run in 
cloſe with the French 'ſhore, and being diſguifed 


like fiſting- boats, had not only taken a conſiderable 
number of prizes, to the great annoyance of the 


enemy, but alſo obtained material intelligence of 
their deſigns, on many important occaſions; that 
theſe ſervices could not be performed by large veſ- 
ſels, which durſt not approach ſo near the coaſt, 
and indeed could not appear without giving the 


alarm, which was communicated from place to 
place by appointed ſignals. Being informed that 
a bill was depending, in order to prohibit priva- 
teers of ſmall burthen, they declared that ſuch a 
law, if extended to privateers equipped in thoſe 
iſlands, would ruin ſuch as had inveſted their for- 


tunes in ſmall privateers, and not only deprive the 
kingdom of the before- mentioned advantages, but 
expole Great-Britain to infinite prejudice from the 


ſmall. armed veſſels of France, which the enemy, 


in that caſe; would pour abroad over the whole 
Channel, to the great annoyance of navigation and 
commerce. They prayed, therefore, that ſuch pri- 
vateers as belonged to the iſlands. of Guernſey and 


Jerſey: might be wholly excepted from the penal- 


ties contained in the bill, or that they (the peti- 
tioners) might be heard by their counſel, and be 


expedient. This repreſentation being referred to 
the conſideration of the committee, produced di- 
vers amendments to the bill, which, at length, ob- 
tained the royal aſſent, and contained theſe regu- 
lations: That, after the firſt day of January in 


| 437 
nel, within ſight of the French coaſt, had now, as CHAP.” 


35 
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— with ſuch relief as the Houſe ſhould judge | 


the preſent year, no commiſſion ſhould be granted 


to a privateer. in Europe under the burthen of one 
hundred tons, the force of ten carriage guns, be- 
ing three-pounders or above, with forty men at 


the leaſt, unleſs the Lords of the Admiralty, or per- 


3 - ſons 
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the ſame to any ſhip of inferior force or burthen, 


the owners thereof giving ſuch bail or: ſecurity as 


ſnould be preſcribed : that the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty might at any time revoke, by an order in 
writing under their hands, any commiſſion ed 


to a pnvateer ; this revocation being ſubject to an 


appeal to his Majeſty in council, whoſe determina- 
tion ſhould be final: that, previous to the grant- 
ing any commiſſion, the perſons ing to be 


ropoſi . 
bound, and give ſecurity, ſhould. feverally make 


oath-of their being reſpectively worth more —_ 
than the ſum for which they were then to be bound, 


over and above the payment of all their juſt debts: 


that perſons applying for ſuch commiſſions ſhould 
make application in writing, and therein ſet forth. 
a particular and exact deſcription of the veſſel, 


ſpecifying the burthen, and the number and nature 


of the guns on board, to what place belonging, 
as well as the name or names of the principal owner 


merchandize, he might take it on board his on 
mMip, with the conſent of the commander of the 


or owners, and the number of men: theſe particu- 
lars to be inſerted in the commiſſion, and every 
commander to produce ſuch commiſſion to the 
Cuſtom-houſe officer who ſhould examine the veſ- 


| Tel, and, finding her anſwer the deſcription, give 


a certificate thereof gratis, to be deemed ai neceſ- 
ſary clearance, without which the commander ſhould: 
not depart: that if, after the firſt duy of July, any 
Captain of a privateer ſhould! agree for the ranſom 
af any neutral veſſel, or the cargo, or any part 
thereof, after it ſhould have been taken as prize, 
and in purſuance of ſuch nt ſhould! actually 
diſcharge ſuch prize, he 


of piracy; but that, with reſpect to contraband 


neutral veſſel, and then ſet her at liberty; and that 


no perſon ſhould purloin or embezzle the faid mer- 


chandize before condemnation: that no Judge, or 
* ; CES other 


ould be deemed guilty 
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other perfor; belonging to any court of Admiralty, CHAP. 


ſhould be concerned in any privateer: that owners 
of veſſels, not being under fifty, or above one hun- 
dred tons, whoſe commiſſions are declared void, 


ſhould be indemnified for their loſs by the publicx: 


that a court of oyer and terminer, and gaol deli- 
very, for the trial of offences committed within 


the juriſdiction of the Admiralty, ſhould be held 
twice a-year in the Old-Bailey at London, or in 


ſuch other place within England as the Board of 
Admiralty ſhould appoint : that the judge of any 
court of Admiralty, after an appeal interpoſed, as 


well as before, ſhould, at the requeſt of the captor 


or claimant; iſſue an order for appraiſing the cap- 
ture, when the parties'do not agree upon the value, 
and an inventory to be taken; then exact ſecurity 
for the full value, and cauſe the capture to be deli, 
vered to the perſon giving ſuch ſecurity: but, ſhould 


objeion be made to the taking ſuch ſecurity, the 


judge ſhould, at the requeſt of either party, order 
ſuch merchandize to be entered, landed, and fold at 
publick auction, and the produce be depoſited at 
the Bank, or in ſome publick e and in 
cafe of ſecurity being given, the Judge ſhould grant 
4 Pak in favour of the capture. Finally, the force 
of this act was limited to the duration of the then 
war, with France only. This regulation was very 
clearly demonſtrated, that whatever violences might 
have been committed on the ſhips of neutral nations, 
they were by no means countenanced by the legiſla- 
rute; or the body of the people. | 

XIII. Every circumſtance relating to the refor- 
mation of the marine, muſt be an important object 


to a nation whoſe wealth and power depend upon, 


navigation and commerce: but a conſideration of 
equal weight was the eſtabliſhment of the militia, 


Which, notwithſtanding the K endeavours of 


want of further aſſiſtance from the legiſlature. His 
WE, 1 Majeſty 


[ 


y * 
— 


— 


BO OK Majeſty having, by. the Chancellor of the Exche-. 


; I. | quer, recommended to the Houſe, the making ſuit- 
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able proviſion for defraying the charges of the 
militia during the current year, the accounts of the 
expenſe end ee by this eſtabliſhment were 
referred to the Committee of Supply, who, after 


having duly peruſed them, . reſolved, that ninety. 


thouſand pounds ſhould be granted on account, 
towards defraying the charges of pay and clothing 
for the militia, from the laſt day of the laſt year 
to the twenty-fifth day of March, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty, and for repay- 
ing a ſum advanced by the King for. this; ſervice. 
Leave was given to bring in one bill purſuant to 
this reſolution, and another to enforce the execu- 


tion of the laws relating to the militia, remove 
certain difficultſes, and prevent the inconveniencies 


by which it 0 705 be attended. So intent were 
the majority on both ſides upon this national mea- 
fen, ea they not only carried both bills to the 
throne, where they received the royal aſſent, but 
they preſented an addreſs to the King, deſiring his 
Maje y would give directions to his Lieutenants 
of the ſeveral dhunties, ridings, and places in Eng- 
land, to uſe their utmoſt diligence and attention 
for 007 into execution the ſeveral acts of, Par- 
liament relating to the militia. By this time all 


the individuals that conſtituted the repreſentatives 


of the people, except ſuch as actually ſerved. in the 
army, were become very well diſpoſed towards this 


inſtitution. Thoſe who really wiſhed well to their 


country had always exerted themſelves in its favour: 
and it was now like wiſe eſpouſed, by thoſe Who fore- 


faw that the eſtabliſhment of a national militia, 


would enable the adminiſtration to ſend the greater 
number of regular troops to fight the battles of Ger- 


many. Yet how zealous ſoever the legiſlature might 
be in promoting this inſtitution, and not withſtand- 


ing the ſucceſs with which many Patriots exerted 
729 rt 4g | 8 | 1 af 3% ry Y $03?! 3.2% their 
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their endeavours, through different parts of the king - 


dom, in raifing and di grant the militia, it was 
mo 


found not only difficult, but ſt impracticable, 
to execute the intention of the Parliament in ſome 


Pony counties, where the gentlemen were indo- 
ent and eneryated, or in thoſe places where they 
looked upon their commander with contempt. Even 
Middleſex itſelf, where the King reſides, was one of 


the laſt counties in which the militia could be ar- 


rayed. In alluſion to this back wardneſs, the pre- 


amble or firſt clauſe in one of the preſent acts im- 


rted, that certain counties, ridings, and places in 
gland had made ſome progreſs in eſtabliſhing 
the militia, without completing. the ſame, and that, 
in certain other counties, little progreſs had been 
made therein, his Majeſty's lieutenants and the de- 
puty lieutenants, and all others within ſuch counties 
or diſtricts, were therefore ſtrictly required ſpeedily 
and diligently to put theſe acts in execution. The 


truth is, ſome of theſe unwarlike commanders failed 


through ignorance and inactivity ; others gave, or 
offered, commiſſions to ſuch people as threw a ridi- 
cule and contempt upon the whole eſtabliſhment, 
and conſequently hindered many gentlemen of worth, 
ſpirit, and capacity, from engaging in the ſervice, 
The mutiny- bill, and that for the regulation of the 
marine-forces while on ſhore, paſſed through the 
uſual forms, as annual meaſures, without wy + gh 
IJ. ic. 3 ae a. raters | 
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* The next bill that fell under the cognizance of the Houſe, related to 
a law tranſaction, and was ſuggeſted by a petition preſented in the name 
of the fheriffs, and grantees of poſt-fines under the crown of England. 


They enumerated and explained the difficulties under which they laboured, 


in raiſing and collecting theſe fines within the reſpeRive counties; par- 
ticularly when the eſtate conveyed by fine was no more than a right of 
reverſion, . in which! caſe: they could not poſlibly levy the 28 unleſs 
the purchaſer ſhould obtain eſſion within the term of the ſheriffalty, 
or pay it of his own free will, as they could not diſtrain while thy lan 

were in the poſſeſſion of the donee. | They, therefore, propoſed. a method 
for raiſing theſe poſt-fines by a proper officer, to be appointed for that 
vw wot and prayed that leave might be given to bring in a bill accord- 
mgly. This petition was ſeconded by a meſſage from the King, import- 
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BOOK S XIV. A committee having been appointed to 


III. 
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175% 


to ſeveral reſolutions ; in conſequence of whie 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


N what laws were expired, or near expiring, 
and to report their opinion to the Houſe touching 
the revival or continuation of theſe laws; they 1 

the 


following bills were brought in, and enacted into laws; 
namely, an act for ating the laſtage and bal 
laſtage of the river Thames; an act for continuing 
the law relating to the puniſhment of perſons going 


armed or diſguiſed; an act for continuing ſeveral 


laws near expiring; an act concerning the admea- 
ſurement of coals; an act for the relief of debtors; 
with reſpect to the impriſonment of their perſons. 

his laſt was almoſt totally metamorphoſed by alte- 
rations, amendments, and additions, among which 
the moſt remarkable were theſe: that where more 
creditors than one ſhall charge any priſoner in exe- 
cution, and deſire to have fim detained in priſon, 
they ſhall only reſpectively pay him each ſuck 


veekly ſum, not exceeding one ſhilling and ſix-pence 


per week, as the court, at the time of his being 
remanded, ſhall direct: that if any priſoner, de- 


ſeribed by the act, ſhall remain in priſon three 


months after being committed, any creditor may 
PCC 


© The Commons, in a committee of the whole Houſe, having taken into 


couſideratioh the merits of the petition, fortned ſeveral reſolutions j upon 
which a bill was founded for the more regular and eaſy colleQing, account+ 
ing for, and paying of poſt-fines, which ſhould be due to the crown, or 


to the grantees thereof under the crown, and for the cafe of ſheriffs in 


reſpect to the ſame. Before it paſſed into a law, however, it was oppoſed 
by a petition in favour of one William Daw, a lunatick, clerk of the King's 
er-office, alleging, that mould the bill paſs, it would deprive the ſaid 
Daw and his ſucceffors of an ancient fee belonging to his office, on ſearches 
made for poſt-fines by the under-ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties; therefore, 
raying that fuch proviſion might be jag for the faid-lunatick as to the 
Hodte mould ſeem juſt and reaſonable. This, and divers other petiti 
leſpecting the bill, being diſcuſſed in the committee, it underwent ſeveral 


#mendments, and was ehacted into a law the 8 of which cannot 


bt properly undetftbod without a previous explanation of this method of 
conveying eſtates; a'ſubje& obſcure in itſelf, founded upon a ſeeming ſub - 
terfuge of law, ſcarce recuticileable with the dictates of .common ſenſe, 
and conſequently improper for. the pen of an hiſtorian,” | 
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compel him to give into court, upon oath; an ac- CHAP, 
count of his real and perſonal eſtate, to be difpoſed X. 
of for the benefit of his creditors, they conſenting to 91g 
His being diſcharged. Why the humanity of this 
law was confined to thoſe priſoners only who are not 

_ in execution with any debt exceeding one 
tu pounds, cannot eaſily be conceived. A man 
who, through: unavoidable misfortunes, hath funk: 
from affluence to mifery and indigence, is generally 
a greater object of compaſſion than he who never 
knew the delicacies of life,” nor ever enjoyed credit 
ſufficient to contract debts to any confiderabls 
amount; yet the latter is by this law entitled to his 
diſcharge, or at leaſt to a maintenance in priſon; 
while former is left to ſtarve in gaol, or u | 
petpetual impriſonment, amidſt all the horrors of 
miſery; if he owes above one hundred pounds to a 
revengeful and unrelenting creditor. Wherefore, in 
x country, the people of which juſtly pique them- 
ſelves upon charity and benevotence, an unhappy 
fellow-citizen; reduced to a ſtate of . 
unſoreſeen loſſes in trade, ſhould be ſubjected to a 
puniſhment; which, of all others, muſt be the moſt 
PR to a free born Briton, namely, the entire 

ſs of liberty; a puniſhment which the moſt —_ 
crime can hardly deſerve, in a nation that diſclaims 
torture; for, doubtleſs, perpetual impriſonment 
muſt be a torture infinitely more ſevere than death, 
becauſe protracted through a ſeries of years ſpent in 
miſery and deſpair, without one glimmering ray of 
hope, without the moſt diſtant proſpect of delive- 
rance? "Wherefore the legiſlature ſhould extend its 
humanity to thoſe only who are the leaſt ſenfible'of 
the benefit, becauſe the moſt able to ſtruggle under 
misfortune; and wherefore many valuable indivi- 

_ duals ſhould,” for no guilt of their own, be not only 
ruined to themſelves, but loſt to the community? 
are queſtions which we cannot reſolve to the ſatis- 
faction of the reader. Of all impriſoned ——_ 
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BOOK thoſe who are confined for large ſums may bedeemed 
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the moſt wretched and forlorn, becauſe they have 


8 fallen from a ſphere of life here they had 
itt! 


e acquaintance with neceſſity, and were altogether 


ignorant of the arts by which the ſeverities of indi- 
e are alleviated. - On the other hand; thoſe of 


the lower claſs-of mankind; whoſe debts are ſmall in 
eee to the narrowneſs of their former credit, 
ave not the ſame delicate feelings of calamity. 


Ilhey are inured to hardſtiip, and accuſtomed to the 


- 


labour of their hands, by which, even in a priſon, 


they can earn a ſubſiſtence. Their reverſe of fortune 


ſenſations are not delicate; nor are they, 


is not ſo great, nor the tranſition ſo torn Their 
ike their 
betters in misfortune,” cut off from hope, which is 


© the wretel's/laſt comfort; It is the man of ſenti- 


ment and ſenſibility,” who, in this ſituation, is over- 
whelmed with a complication of miſery and ineffable 
diſtreſs. The mortification of his pride, his ambi- 
tion blaſted, his family undone, himſelf deprived of 
liberty, reduced from opulence to extreme want, 


fſtom the elegancies of life to the moſt 1 and 


fright ful ſcenes of poverty and affliction; diveſted of 


comfort, deſtitute of hope, and doomed to linger 


out awretched being in the midſt of inſult, violence, 


riot, and uproar; theſe are reflections ſo replete with 
horror, as to render him, in all reſpects, the moſt 


miſerable object on the face of the earth. He, alas! 


though poſſeſſed of ralentsthat might have eſſentially 


- ſerved, and even adorned fociety, while thus re- 


ſtrained in priſon, and affected in mind, can exert 


no faculty, nor ſtoop to any condeſcenſion, by which 


the horrors of his fate might be aſſuaged. He 


ſcorns to execute the loweſt offices of menial ſervices, 
particularly in attending thoſe Who are the objects of 
contempt or abhorrence : he is incapable of exerci- 


ſing any mechanick art, which might afford a happy 
though a ſcanty independence. Shrunk within his 


diſmal cell, furrounded by haggard poverty, and her 


gaunt 


=D 
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gaunt attendants, hollow-eyed famine, ſhivering C HAT. 
cold, and wan diſeaſe, he wildly caſts his eyes & 
around: he ſees the tender partner of his heart weep- 1 
ing in ſilent woe; he hears his helpleſs babes cla. 
morous for ſuſtenance; he feels himſelf the im- | 
portunate cravings of human nature, which he can- 

not ſatisfy; and groans with all the complicated 

| Pangs of internal anguiſh, horror, and deſpair. 

Theſe are not the fictions of idle fancy, but real pic- 
tures, drawn from nature, of which almoſt every pri- 
ſon in England will afford but too many originals. 

SXV. Among other new meaſures, a ſucceſsful 
attempt was made in favour of Ireland, by a bill, 

g E the free importation of cattle from that 
ingdom tor a limited time. This, however, was 
not carried through both Houſes without conſidera- 
ble oppoſition, ariſing from the particular intereſts 
of certain counties and diſtricts in ſeveral parts of 

Great - Britain, from whence petitions againſt the bill 
were tranſmitted to the Commons. Divers artifices 
were alſo uſed within doors to ſaddle the bill with 
ſuch. clauſes as might overcharge the ſcheme, and 
render it odious er alarming to the 2 but the 

moters of it being aware of the ür conducted 
it in ſuch a manner as to fruſtrate all their views, 
and convey it ſafely to the throne, where it was 
enacted into a law. The like ſucceſs attended ano- 
ther effort in behalf of our ſellow- ſubjects of Ireland. 
The bill for the importation of Iriſh cattle was no 
ſooner ordered to be brought in, than the Houſe 
proceeded to take into conſideration the duties 
then payable on the importation of tallow from 
the ſame kingdom; and ſeveral witneſſes being exa- 
mined, the committee agreed to a reſolution, that 
theſe duties ſhould ceaſe and determine for a limited 
time. A bill being formed accordingly, paſſed 
through both Houſes without oppoſition; 1 
ee ſeſſion a bill to the ſame purpoſe 
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carried among the Peers: a miſcarriage pro- 
5 | | bably 


500 K bably owing to their being unacquainted with the 
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de would give directions for laying before the 
an account of what had been done, ſince the begin- 
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ſentiments of his Majeſty, as ſome of the duties 


upon tallow conſtituted part of one of the branches 
9 iated for the civil liſt revenue. This ob- 
jection, 


however, was obviated in the caſe of the 


reſent bill, by the King's meſſage to the Houſe of 


ommons, fignifying his Majeſty's conſent, as far 
as his intereſt was concerned in the affair. By this 
new act the free importation of Iriſh tallow was per- 
mitted for the term of five years. | 
XVI. In the month of February the Commons 
eſented an addreſs to his Majeſty, e ere 
e 


ning of laſt year, towards ſecuring the harbour of 
Milford, in purſuance of any directions from his 
Majeſty. Theſe accounts being ſed, and the 
King having, by the Chancellor bf the Exchequer, 
exhorted them to make proviſion for fortifying the 
faid harbour, a bill was brought in to explain, 


amend, and render more effectual, the act of the 


of the nation, and the character of the natives. In 


_ laſt ſeſſion relating to this ſubje&t; and, paſſing 


through both Hautes, received the royal aſſent with- 
our oppoſition. By this act ſeveral engineers were 
added to the Commiſſioners formerly appointed ; 
and it was ordained that fortifications ſhould be 
erected at Peter-church-point, Weſtlanyon-point, 
and Neyland-point, as being the moſt proper and beſt 


- firuated places for fortifying the interior parts of the 


harbour. It was alſo enacted, that the Commiſſioners 
ſhould appoint proper ſecretaries, clerks, aſſiſtants, 
and other officers, for carrying the two acts into exe- 


cution and that an account of the application of the 


money ſhould be laid before Parliament, within 


twenty days of the opening of every ſeſſion. What 
next attracted the attention of the Houſe was an 
affair of the utmoſt importance to the commerce 
of the kingdom, which equally affected the intereſt 


the 


KMR . 


the latter end of February complaint was made to GHAK 


the Houſe, that, fince the commencement of the 
war, an infamous traffick had been ſet on foot b 

ſome merchants of London, of importing Frenct 
cloths into ſeveral ports of the Levant, on account 


of Britiſh ſubjects. _ Five perſons were ſummoned. 


to attend the Houſe, and the fact was fully proved, 

ngt only by their evidence, but alſo by ſome papers 
- ſubmitted to the Houſe by the Turkey company. 
A bill was immediately contrived for putting a ſtop 
tothis ſcandalous practice, reciting in the preamble, 
that ſuch traffick was nat only a manifeſt diſcourage- 
ment and prejudice to the woollen manufactures of 


Great-Britain, but alſo a relief to the enemy, in 


conſequence of which they were enabled to maintain 
the war againſt theſe kingdoms. e 
XVII. The next object that employed the at- 


tention of the Commons was to explain and amend 
a law made in the laſt ſeſſion for granting to his Ma- 


zeſty ſeveral rates and duties upon offices and 84 
ng The directions eine in the e 
for levying this impoſition having been found incon- 
venient in many reſpects, new regulations were now 
eſtabliſhed, importing, that thoſe deductions ſhould 


be paid into the hands of receivers appointed by the 


King for that purpoſe; that all ſums deducted under 


this act ſhould be accounted for to ſuch receivers, 
and the accounts audited and paſſed by them, and 
not by the auditors of the impreſts, or of the Ex- 


chequer ; that all diſputes relating to the collection 
of this duty ſhould be finally, and in a ſummary way, 
determined by the barons of the Exchequer in Eng- 


land and Scotland reſpectively ; that the Commiſ— 
ſioners of the land-tax ſhould fix and aſcertain the _ 


ſum total or amount. of the perquiſites of eve 


office and employment within their reſpective dil- | 


tricts, diſtinct from the ſalary thereunto belonging, 
to be deducted under the ſaid act, independently 
of any former valuation or aſſeſſiment of the ſame to 
| EE 4 * 
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ſite ſhould be underſt 


employments, the perquifites whereof ſhould be 
found to exceed the ſum of one hundred pounds 
per annum, at one ſhilling for.every twenty thence 
ariſing; that the receivers ſhould tranſmit to the 
Commiſſioners in every diſtrict where any office or 
employment is to be aſſeſſed, an account of ſuch 
offices and eee. that upon being certifigd 
of the truth of their amount they might be rated and 
aſſeſſed accordingly; that in all future aſſeſſments of 
the land- tax the ſaid offices and employments ſhould 
not be valued at higher rates than thoſe at which 
they were aſſeſſed towards the land-tax of the thirty- 
firſt year of the preſent reign; that the word perqui- 

5 mean ſach profits of 
officesand employments as ariſe from fees eſtabliſhed 
by cuſtom or authority, and payable either by the 
crown or the ſubjects, in conſideration of buſineſs 
done in the courſe of executing ſuch offices and em- 
ployments; and that a Commiſſioner: poſſeſſed. of 


any office or employment might not interfere in the 


execution of the ſaid act, except in what might relate 
to his own employment. By the four laſt clauſes 
ſeveral ſalaries were exempted from the payment of 
this duty. The objections made without doors to 


this newlaw were the acceſſion of pecuniary influence 


to the crown, by the creation of a new office and 


_. officers, whereas this duty might have been eaſily 


collected and received by the Commiſſioners of the 


land- tax already appointed, and the inconſiſtency 


that appeared between the fifth and ſeventh clauſes : 
in the former of theſe, the Commiſſioners of the 
land- tax were veſted with the power of aſſeſſing the 


perquiſites of every office within their reſpective 


diſtricts, independent of any former valuation or 
aſſeſithent of the ſame to the land-tax ; and by the 
latter, they are reſtricted from aſſeſſing any office 


at a higher rate than that of the thirty-firſt year of 


the reign of George II. Ws 
nn Re $XVIIL 
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I XVIII. In the beginning of March E CH 
ouſe by the merchants of 


— YI 


were offered to the 
Birmingham, in Warwickſhire, and Sheffield, in 
Yorkſhire, ſpecifying that the toy trade of theſe and 
many other towns, conſiſted generally of articles in 
which gold and ſilver might he ſaid to be manufac- 
tured, though in a ſmall proportion, inaſmuch as 
the ſale of them depended upon flight ornaments of 


1759s 


Id and ſilver: that by a clauſe paſſed in the laſt 


eſſion of Parliament, obliging every perſon who 
ſhould ſell goods or wares in which any gold or filver 
was manufactured, to take out an annual licence of, 
forty ſhillings, they the petitioners were laid under 
eat difficulties and diſadvantages : that not on 
Th firſt ſeller, but every perſon” through whole 
hands the goods 'or wares paſſed to the conſumer, 


was required to take out the ſaid licence; they there. ' 


fore, requeſted thar the Houſe would take thefe 
hardſhips and inequalities into conſideration, and 
indulge them with reaſonable relief. The com- 
mittee, to which this affair e, 


reſolved that this impoſition was found detrimental 


to the toy and cutlery trade of the kingdom, the 
Houſe agreed to the reſolution, and a bill being 
prepared, under the title of. An act to amend the 
act made in the laſt ſeſſion, for repealing the duty 

granted by an act of the ſixth year of the reign of 
1 lte Majeſty, on filver plate, and for granting 

4a duty on licences to be taken out by alf 


into a law by the royal ſanction. By this new regu- 
lation, ſmall quantities of gold and ſilver plate were _ 


allowed to be ſold without licence. Inſtead of the 


duty before payable upon licences, another was 
granted, to bè taken out by certain dealers in gold 


| perſons :. 
« dealing in gold and ſilver plate, was enacted 


and ſilver plate, *pawnbrokers, and refiners. . This 


affair being diſcuſſed, the Houſe took into conſide- ; 


ration the claims of the proprietors of lands pur- : 


chaſed for the better ſecuring of his Majeſty's docks, 
Vor. IV. G g | „ hips, 


Ar. 
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in for the . preventing the fraudulent 
importation of caniſbr 

deliberation, ſeveral merchants and wholeſale drapers 
of the city of London pyeſented a 


ſenting the grievances to which, they, and many 


ae and for better fortifying the town 
Portſmouth, and citadel of Plymouth, in pur- 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion. We 


0 
ſuance of an act 


have already ſpecified the ſum granted for this pur- 
poſe, in conſequence of a reſolution of the Houſe, 
upon which a bill being founded, ſoon paſſed into 


a law, without oppoſition“. D 
XIX. In the month of April a bill was brought 


icks; and while it was under 


tition, repre- 


thouſand of other traders, would be e ſhould 


the bill, as it then ſtood, be paſſed into a law. 


According to their requeſt, they were heard by their 
-_ counſel on the merits of this remonſtrance, and ſome 

amendments were made to the. bill in their favour. 
At length it received the royal aſſent, and became a 


effect: It enacted, that no 
wens, or linens of this kind, 


law to the followin 
cambricks, French 


uſually entered under the denomination of cam- 
bricks, ſhould be imported aſter the firſt day of next 
Auguſt, but in bales, caſes, or boxes, covered with 
ſackcloth or canvas, containing each one hundred 
whole pieces, or two hundred halt pieces, on penalty 
of forfeiting the whole: that cambricks and Fre 
lawns ſhould be imported for exportation only, 
lodged in the king's warehouſes, and delivered out 


nch 


The next bill which was brought into the Houſe related to the ſum- 
mons iſſued by the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe, and juſtices of the peace, 
for the appearance of perſons offending againſt, or for forfeitures incurred 
by, the laws of Exciſe. As ſome doubts had ariſen with reſpe& to the 


method of ſummoning in ſuch caſes, this bill, which obtained the royal aſ- 


ſent in due courſe, enacted, that the ſummons left at the Houſe, or uſual 


25 of reſidence, or With the wife, child, or menial ſervants of the 
u 


fon fo ſummoned, ſhould be held as legal notice, as well as the leaving 

notice at the houſe, workhouſe, warehouſe, ſhop, cellar, vault,” or uſual 
place of reſidence, of ſuch perſon, directed to him by his right or aſſumed 
name; and all-dealers in coffee, tea, or chocolate, were ſubjected to the 


ty of twent unds, as often as they ſhould neglect to attend the 
oners © iſe, when ſummoned in this manner. 
3 | under 


20 


On r 
under like ſecurity and reſtrictions as prohibited 
Eait-India merchandiſe; and, on importation, pa 
only the half ſubſidy: that all cambricks and Frenc 
lawns in the cuſtody of any perſons ſhould be de- 
prone. by the firſt of Auguſt, in the king's ware. 
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ſes, the bonds thereupon be delivered up, and 


the drawback on exportation paid; yet the goods 
ſhould not be delivered out again but for exporta- 
tion : that cambricks and French lawns expoſed to 
ſale, or found in the poſſeſſion of private perſons, 
after the ſaid day, ſhould be forfeited, and liable to 
be ſearched for, and ſeized, in like manner as other 
rohibited and uncuſtomed goods are; and the of- 
tender ſhould forfeit two hundred pounds over and 
above all other penalties and forfeitures inflicted by 
any former act: that if any doubt ſhould ariſe 
concerning the ſpecies or quality of the goods, or 
the place where they were manufactured, the proof 
ſhould lie on the owner: finally, that the Ity 
of five pounds, inflicted by a former act, and 


payable to the informer, on any perſon that ſhould 


wear any cambrick or French lawns, ſhould ſtill 
remain in force, and be recoverable, on convic- 
tion, by oath of one witneſs, before one juſtice of the 
peace.—The laſt ſucceſsfull bill which this ſeſſion 

uced, was that relating to the augmentation 


of the ſalaries of the judges in his Majeſty's ſu- 
perior courts of juſtice. A motion having been 


made for an inſtruction to the committee of ſu 
2 to conſider of the ſaid augmentation, the 


hancellor of the Exchequer acquainted the Houſe 


that this augmentation was recommended to them 


by his Majeſty. Nevertheleſs, the motion was 


oppoſed, and a warm debate enſued. At length, 


however, being carried in the affirmative, the com- . 


mittee agreed to certain reſolutions, on which a 
bill was founded. While it remained under diſ- 
cuſſion, a motion was made for an inſtruction to 
the committee, that they ſhould have power to re- 

of „ cCeive 


452. 


BOOK 


— 


1759. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
ceive a clauſe or clauſes for reſtraining the judges, 
comprehended within the provid of the bill, 
from receiving any fee, gift, preſent, or enter- 
tainment, from any city, town, borough, or corpora- 
tion, of from any ſheriff, gaoler, or other officer, 
upon their ſeyeral reſpective circuits, and from 


taking any gratuity from any office or officer of 
any of the courts of law. Another motion was 


made, for a clauſe reſtraining ſuch Judges, Barons, 


and , Juſtices, as were comprehended within the 


dt, 
an 


proviſions of the bill, from interfering, otherwiſe 
than by giving their own votes, in any election of 
members to ſerve in Parliament; but both theſe 
propoſals, bearer, pur to the vote, were carried in 
the negative, Theſe two motions being over-ruled 
by the majority, che bill underwent ſome amend- 
ments; and, having paſſed through both Houſes 
in the ordinary courſe, was enacted into a law by 
the royal ſanction. With reſpect to the import of 
this act, it is no other than the eſtabliſhment of 
the ſeveral ſtamp- duties, applied to the augmen- 
tation; and the appropriation of their produce in 


ſuch a manner, that the crown cannot alter the ap- 


lication of the ſums thus granted in Parliament. 
But. on this occaſion, no attempt was made in fa- 
vour of the independency of the judges; which ſeems 
to have been invaded by a late interpretation of, or 
rather by a deviation from, the act of ſettlement ; 


in which it is expreſsly ordained, that the commiſ- 
. ions, of WR ſhould continue in force quam- 


1 1 bene gelſer ui; that their ſalaries ſhould be fixed, 
jd none of them removeable but by an addreſs of 
both, Houſes of Parliament. It was then, without 
all doubt, the intention of the Legifſature that 
every Judge ſhould enjoy bis office during life, 
unleſs convicted by legal trial of Tore miſbeha- 
viour, or unleſs both Houſes of Parliument ſhould 
concur in deſiring his removal: but the doctrine 
now adopted imports, that no commiſſion can con: 


- 


whom 


- tinilf in force longer than the life of the King by 


% 
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whom it was granted; that therefore the com- HAF. 
miſſions of the Judges muſt be | renewed by a ad 
new King at his acceſſion, who ſhould have it 1959. 
in his power to employ either thoſe whom he | 
finds _— as Judges at his acceſſion, or confer 
their offices on others, with no other reſtraint than 
that the condition of the new commiſſions ſhould 
be. quamdiu ſe bene geſſerint. Thus the office. of a 
Judge is rendered more precarious, and the in- 
fluence of the Crown receives a conſiderable re- 
inforcement. „ tbe) * 
SXX. Among the bills that miſcarried in the 
courſe of this fefſion, we may. number a ſecond 
ka to carry into execution the ſcheme which 
was offered.laſt year for the more effectual man- 
ning the navy, preventing deſertion, and 3 
and encouraging the ſeamen of Great- Britain. A 
bill was accordingly brought in, couched in nearly 
the ſame ms wel had been rejected in the laſt 
ſeſſion ; and it was ſupported by a confiderable 
number of members, animated with a true ſpirit. 
of patriotiſm : but to the trading part of the na- 
tion it appeared one of thoſe plauſible projects, 
u hich, though agreeable in ſpeculation, can never 
de reduced into practice, without a concomitancy 
of greater evils than thoſe they were intended to 
remove. While the bill remained under the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, petitions were preſented 
againſt it by the merchants of Briſtal, Scarbo- 
rough, Whitby, Kingſton-upon-Hull, and Lan- 
caſter, repreſenting, That, by ſuch a law, the trade 
of the kingdom, which is the nurſery and ſypport 
of ſeamen. at all times, and that ſpirit of equip- 
ping private ſhips of war, which had been of diſtin- 
iſhed ſervice to the nation, would be laid under 
ſuch difficulties as might gauſe a great ſtagnation in 
the former, and a total ſuppręſſion af the latter; the 
bill, therefore, would be n prejudicial to the 
marine of the kingdom, an Ab ea ineffectual 
1181 | Gg3 | for 
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for the purpoſes intended. A great number of 
books and papers, relating to trading ſhips and veſ- 
ſels, as well as to ſeamen, and other perſons protected 


or preſſed into the navy, and to expenſes occaſioned 


by preſſing men into the navy, were examined in a 
committee of the whole Houſe, and the bill was im- 


proved with many amendmens : nay, aſter it was 


rinted and engroſſed, ſeveral clauſes were added 


way of rider; yet ſtill the experiment ſeemed 
dangerous. The motion for its being paſſed was 
violently oppoſed; warm debates enſued ; they were 


- adjourned, and reſumed ; and the arguments againſt 
the bill appeared at length in ſuch a ſtriking light, 


that, when the queſtion was put, the majority de- 
The regulations which had 
been made in Parliament during the twenty-ſixth, 
the twenty- eighth, and thirtieth years of the preſent 
reign, for the preſervation of the publick roads, be- 
ing attended with ſome inconveniencies in certain 

rts of the kingdom, petitions were brought from 
[he counties in Wales, as well as from the free. 
holders of Herefordſhire, the farmers of Middleſex, 
and others, enumerating the difficulties attending the 
uſe of broad wheels in one caſe, and the limitation 


of horſes uſed in drawing carriages with narrow 


wheels in the other. The matter of theſe remon- 
ſtrances was conſidered in a committee of the whole 
Houſe, which reſolved, that the weight to be carried 
by all waggons and carts, travelling on the turnpike 
roads, ſhould be limited. On this reſolution a bill 
was framed, for amending and reducing into one a& 
of Parliament the three acts before mentioned for 
the preſervation of the publick highways : but ſome 


objections being flarted, and a petition interpoſed by 
5 1 of Suffolk 440 Norfolk, alle ing 


der it 


that the bill, if paſſed into a law, would 


impoſſible to bring freth proviſions from thoſe coun- 


ties to London, as the ſupply depended abſolutely 
upon the quickneſs of conveyance, the further con- 
e ſideration 


1 
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fideration of it was poſtponed to a longer day, and 
never reſumed in the ſequel: ſo that the attempt 
miſcarried. . 

XXI. Of all the ſubjects which, in the courſe 
of this ſeſſion, fell under the cognizance of Parlia- 
ment, there was none that more intereſted the hu- 
manity, or challenged the redreſs, of the Legiſlature, 
than did the caſe of the poor inſolvent debtors, who 
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languiſhed under all the miſeries of indigence and 


impriſonment. In the month of February a petition 
was offered to the Commons in behalf of bankrupts, 
who repreſented, that having ſcrupulouſly conformed 


to the laws made concerning bankruptcy, by ſur- 


rendering their all upon oath, for the benefit of their 
creditors, they hadnevertheleſs beenrefuſed their cer- 
tificates, without any probability of relief; that by 


this cruel refuſal, many bankrupts have been obliged 
to abſcond, while others were immured in priſon, 


and theſe unhappy ſufferers groaned under the parti- 
cular hardihip of being excluded from the benefir 


of laws occaſionally made for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors; that the power veſted in creditors of re- 
fuſing certificates to their bankrupts was, as the peti- 
tioners conceived, founded upon a preſumption 


that ſuch power would be tenderly exerciſed, and 


never but in notorious caſes ; but the great increaſe 
in the number of bankrupts within two years paſt, 
and the ſmall proportion of thoſe who had been able 
to obtain their certificates, ſeemed to demonſtrate 


that the power had been uſed for cruel and unjuſt - 


purpoſes, contrary to the intention of the Legiſla- 
ture: that as the greater part of the petitioners, and 
their fellow-ſufferers, muſt inevitably and ſpeedily 

riſh, with their diſtreſſed families, unleſs Cf 
bly relieved by the interpoſition of Parliament, they 
implored the compaſſion of the Houſe, from which 
they hoped immediate favour and relief. This peti- 


tion was accompanied with a printed caſe, 1 


the nature of che laws relating to bankrupts, a 
8 Gg4 pointing 


* 


456 


BOOK- poiningoue their defediyin int of policy as well as 
II. hu 


1 \ 1 * J 
1759. 


HISTORY OF-ENGLAND. 


wmanity; but little regard was ſeemingly paid to 
either remonſtrance. Other petitions, however, being 
preſented by inſolvent debtors, impriſoned in diffe- 


rent gaols within the kingdom, leave was given to 


bring in a bill for. their relief, and a committee ap- 


pointed to examine the laws relating to bankruptcy. 
"© XXII. Among other petitionary remonſtrances 


on this ſubject, the members were ſeparately pre- 


| ſented with the printed caſe of Captain George 


Walker, a priſoner in the gaol of the King's-Bench, 
who had beendeclared a bankrupt, and complained, 


that he had been ſubjected to ſome flagrant acts of 


 Injuſtice and oppreſſion, The cafe contained ſuch 


extraordinary allegations, . and the Captain's cha- 


rater was ſo remarkably fair and intereſting, that 


the committee, which were empowered to ſend for 


perſons, papers, and records, reſolved to enquire 
into the particulars of his misfortune... A motion 


was made and agreed to, that the marſhal of the 


priſon ſhould bring the Captain before the com- 
mittee; and the Speaker's warrant was iſſued ac- 
cordingly. The priſoner was produced, and exa- 
mined at ſeveral ſittings; and ſome of the members 


expreſſed a laudable eagerneſs to do him juſtice: but 


his antagoniſts were very powerful, and left no ſtone 


unturned to fruſtrate the purpoſe of the enquiry, 


| which was dropped of courſe at the end of the ſeſ- 


ſion. Thus the unfortunate Captain Walker, who 
had, in the late war, remarkably diſtinguiſhed him- 


_ {elf at fea by his courage and conduct, repeatedly 


ſignaliſed himſelf againſt the enemies of his country, 
was ſent back, without redreſs, to the gloomy man- 


ſions of a gagl, where he had already pined for ſeve- 


ral years, uſeleſs to himſelf, and loſt to the com- 


munity, wiv he might have been proſitably em- 


| PRES in retrieving his; own. fortune, and exerting 


is talents for the general advantage of the nation. 


While this affair was in agitation, the bill for the my | 
| ; ns F 
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lief of inſolvent debtors was prepared, printed, and CHAP, 
read a ſecond time; but, when the motion was made X. 
for its being committed, a debate aroſe, and this 1 
was adjourned from time to time till the end of the _ 
ſeſſion. In the mean time, the committee continued 
to deliberate upon the laws relating to bankruptcy: 
and in the beginning of June reported their reſolu- 
tion to the Houſe, that, in their opinion, ſome 
amendments might be made to the laws concerning 
bankruptcy; to the advantage of creditors, and re- 
lief of inſolvents. Such was the notice vouchſated 
to the cries of many Britiſh ſubjects, deprived of 
9g and deſtitute of the common neceſſaries of 
Ie. ROMS. 
 . $ XXIIL It would engage us in a ong digreſſive 
diſcuſſion, were we to enquire how the ſpirit af the 
laws in England, ſo famed for lenity, has been ex- 
aſperated into ſuch ſeverity againſt inſolventdebtors; 
and why, among a people ſo diſtinguiſhed for gene- 
roſity and nn bet og the gaols ſhould be more 
filled with priſoners than they are in any other 
of Chriſtendom. - Perhaps both theſe deviations 
from a general character are violent efforts of a wary 
legiſlature made jn behalf of trade, which cannot 
be too much cheriſhed in a nation that principally 
depends upon commerce. The queſtion. is, whe- 
ther this laudable aim may not be more effectually 
accompliſhed, without ſubjecting individuals to op- 
preſſion, ariſing from the cruelty and revenge of 
one another. As the laws are modelled at preſent; 
it cannot be denied that the debtor, in ſome caſes, 
lies in a peculiar manner at the mercy of his credi- 
tor. By the original and common law of England, 
no man could be impriſoned for debt. The plaintiff 
in any civil action could have no execution upon his 
judgment againſt either the body or the lands of the 
defendant: even with reſpect to his goods and chat- 
tels, Which were ſubject to execution, he was obliged 
to leaye him fuch articles as were neceſſary for agri- 
| 8 | | culture, 
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BOOK culture. But, in proceſs of time, this indulgence 


being found prejudicial to commerce, 'a law was 
enacted, in the reign of Edward the Firſt, allowing 
execution on the perſon of the debtor, provided his 


and chattels were not ſufficient to pay the 


debt which he had contracted. _ Fhis law was ſtill 
attended with a very obvious inconvenience. 'The 
debtor, who poſſeſſed an eſtate in lands, was tempted 
to ſecrete his moveable effects, and live in conceal- 

ment on the produce of his lands, while the ſheriff 
—_coniiivedat his retirement. To remove this evil, a 
ſecond ſtatute was enacted in the ſame reign, grant- 
ing immediate execution againſt the body, lands, 
and goods of the debtor ; yet his effects could not 
be ſold for the benefit of his creditor till the expira- 
tion of three months, during which he himſelf could 
difpoſe of them for ready money, in order to diſ- 
charge his incumbrances. If the creditor was not 
ſatisfied in this manner, he continued in poſſeſſion of 
* the debtor's lands, and detained the debtor himſelf 
in priſon, where he was obliged to ſupply him with 


bread and water for his ſupport, until the debt was 


diſcharged. Other ſevere regulations were made in 
the ſequel, particularly in the reign of Edward the 
Third, which gave riſe to the writ of capias ad ſatis- 
Faciendum. This, indeed, rendered the preceding 
las, were 1 and ſtatute-ſtaple, 
altogether unneceſſary. Though the liberty of the 

ſubject, and the ſecurity 22 landholder, were 
thus, in ſome meaſure, ſacrificed to the advantage of 
commerce, an impriſoned debtor was not left en- 
tirely at the mercy of an inexorable creditor; If 
he made all the ſatisfaction in his power, and could 
ſhow that his inſolvency was owing to real misfor- 


tunes, the Court of Chancery interpoſed - on his 


| petition, and actually ordered him to be diſcharged 
from priſon, when no reaſon for detaining him 
could be aſſigned. This interpoſition, which ſeems 


naturally to belong to a Court of Equity, conſtituted | 
411 L *7 
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vith a view to mitigate the rigour of the common 8 L 
law, ceaſed, in all probability, after the reſtoration , , 
of Charles the Second, and of conſequence the pri- „ 
ſons were filled with debtors. Then the Legiſlature 5 a 
charged themſelves with the extenſion of a power, e 
which perhaps a Chancellor no longer thought him- 
ſelf ſafe in exerciſing; and in the year one thouſand 
fix hundred and ſeventy, paſſed the firſt act for the 
relief of inſolvent debtors, granting a releaſe to all 
eee for debt, without diſtinction or enquiry. 
y this general indulgence, which has even in a 
great meaſure continued in all ſubſequent acts of the 
ame kind, the lenity of the Parliament may be 
ſometimes' miſapplied, inaſmuch as inſolvency is 
often criminal, ariſing from profligacy and extra- 
vagance, which deſerve to be ſeverely puniſhed. Yet, 
even for this ſpecies of inſolvency, perpetual im- 
FEED A + by _ — of 2 
indigence, and the danger of periſhing t ö 
— nf may be deemed a puniſhment too —— 
How cruel then muſt it be to leave the moſt innocent 
bankrupt expoſed to this puniſhment, from the re- 
venge or ſiniſter deſign of a mercileſs creditor; a 
creditor, by whoſe fraud the priſoner became- a 
bankrupt, and by whoſe craft he is detained in 
8. leſt, by his diſc e from priſon, he ſhould 
enabled to ſeek that redreſs in Chancery to which 
he is entitled on a fair account! The ſeverity of the 
law was certainly intended againſt fraudulent bank 
* 5 only ; and the ſtatute of bankruptey is, doubt- 
leſs, favourable to inſolvents, as it diſcharges from 
all former debts thoſe who obtained their certificates. 
As Britiſh ſubjects, they are ſurely entitled to the 
ſame indulgence whieh is granted to other inſolvents. 
They were always included in every act paſſed for 
the relief of inſolvent debtors, till the fixth year of 
George I. when they were firſt. excepted from this 
benefit. By a law enacted in the reign of Queen Anne, 
relating to bankruptey, any creditor was at übe w 
er . obje 


— 
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200K object to the confirmation of the bankruptẽs certifi- 
II. cate; but the Chancellor had power to judge whe- 
— 5 
"any yet, by a later act, the Chancellor is obliged to con- 
in number and value of the creditors; whereas he 


out any reaſon aſſigned, by one creditor to whom 
the greateſt part of the debt is owing. It might, 
therefore, deſerve the conſideration of Parliament, 
whether, in extending their clemency to the poor, 
it ſhould, not be equally diffuſed to bankrupts and 


not to be made between the innocent bankrupt who 
fails through misfortunes. in trade, and him who 
becomes inſolvent from fraud or profligacy: and 
finally, whether the enquiry and trial of all ſuch 
caſes would not properly fall within the province 
tion of common lm? ... avs 1 

$ XX1V.. The Houſe of Commons ſeems to have 
been determined on another meaſure, which, how- 


was made in the month of February, that, leave 


and render effectual ſo much of an act, paſſed in the 

thirteenth year of George II. againſt the exceſſive 

e increaſe of horſe- races, and deceitful gaming, as re- 
lated to that increaſe. . The bill was. accordingly 

preſented, read, printed, and ordered to be com- 

mitted to a committee of the whole Houſe; but the 

order was delayed from time to time till the end of 


another affajr of greater conſequence to the com- 
munity, A committee waz appointed jn the month 
of March, to take into conlideration, the ſtate of 
the poor in England, as well as the laws enacted for 
their maintenance. The clerks, of the peace be- 


longing to all the counties, cities, and towns 1 
ah den, Elfer " England 


ther the objection was frivolous or well founded: 
firm the certificate, if it is agreeable to four-fifths 


cannot confirm it, ſhould he be oppoſed, even with- 


other inſolvents; whether proper diſtinction ought 


of Chancery, a tribunal inſtituted for the mitiga- 


ever, does not admit of explanation. An order 


mould be given to bring in a bill ta explain, amend, 


the ſeſſion. Some progreſs was likewiſe. made in 
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England and Wales, were ordered to tranſmit, for CHAP. 
the peruſal of the Houſe, an account of the annual Sg. 
expenſe of paſſing vagrants through their reſpective 15 | 
diviſions and diſtricts for four years: and the 'com- 
mittee began to deliberate on this important ſubject. - 

In the latter end of May the Houſe was made ac- 
quainted with their reſolutions, importing, that the 
preſent method of relieving the poor in the reſpective 
pariſhes, where no workhouſes have been provided 
tor their reception and employment, are, in general, 
very burthenſome to the inhabitants, and tend to 
render the poor miſerable to themſelves; and uſelefs 
to the community: that the preſent method of 
giving money out of the parochial rates to perſons 
capable of labour, in order to prevent them from 
claiming an entire ſubſiſtence for themfelves and 
their families, is contrary to the ſpirĩit and intention 
of, the laws for the relief of the poor, is a ee 
power in the hands of parochial officers, a mifappli- 
cation of the publick money, and a great encou- 
ragement to idleneſs and intemperance: that the 
employment of the poor, under proper direction and 

ment, in ſuch; works and manufactures as 
are ſuited to their reſpective capacities, would be of 
great utility to the publick : that ſettling the poor in 
workhoules, to be provided in the ſeveral counties 
and ridings in England and Wales, under the direc- 
tion and ement of Governors and; Truftees to 
be: appointed - that purpoſe, would be the moſt 
effectual method of relieving ſuch poor perſons, as, 
by age, infirmities, or diſeaſes, are rendered inca- 
pable of fupporting themſelves by their labour ; of 855 
employing the able and induſtrious, reforming the 5 
idle and proffigate, and of educating poor children | 
in religion and induſtry: that the poor in ſuch work 

houſes would be better regulated and maintained, 

and managed with more advantage to the publick, 

by Guardians, Governors, or Truſtees, to be ſpeci- 

ally appointed, or choſen for that purpoſe, and in- 
e 
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BOOK corporated with ſuch powers, and under ſuch re- 


ſtrictions, as the Legiſlature ſhould deem proper, 


than by the annual parochial officers: that erecting 
workhouſes upon waſte lands, and appropriating a 
certain quantity of ſuch lands to be cultivated, in 
5 order to produce proviſion for the poor in the ſaid 
0 houfes, would not only be a means of inſtructing and 
employing many of the ſaid poor in agriculture, but 

en the expenſe of the publick: that controverſies 

and law-fuits concerning the ſettlements of poor per- 

ſons occaſioned a very great, and, in general, an 
uſeleſs expenſe to the publick, amounting to many 
thouſand pounds per annum; and that often more 

| money is expended in aſcertaining ſuch ſettlements, 
by each of the CY pariſhes, than would be 


2759+ 


ſufficient to maintain the paupers: that ſhould 


workhouſes be eſtabliſhed for the general 11 — 5 
of the poor, in the reſpective counties and ridings 
of England, the laws relating to the ſettlements of 
the poor, and the paſſing of vagrants, might be re- 
ed: that while the preſent laws relating to the 
poor ſubfiſt, the compelling pariſh-officers to grant 
certificates to the poor would, in all probability, 
2 the hardſhips they now ſuffer, in being de- 
1 ining their livelihood, where they can do it 
moſt uſefully to themſelves and the publick. From 
theſe ſenſible reſolutions, the reader may conceive 
fome idea of the miſconduct that attends the ma- 
nagement of the poor in; England, as well as of the 


preſent laws which conſtitute this branchof the Legiſ- 
| ma The committee's reſolves being read at the 


table, an order was made that they ſhould be taken 


into conſideration on a certain day, when the order 
was again put off, and in the interim the Parliament 
vas prorogued. While the committee deliberated 


upon this affair, leave was given to prepare a bill 


for preventing tenants, under a certain yearly rent, 
from gaining ts in any particular pariſn, by 


© 


grievous burthens entailed upon the people by the 
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Tos rhe clin te: mrny fo change.” This | 
yi r the la money ſo ed. This 
ESI ; and another bill 75h. 
brought in, to prevent any perſon. from gaining a 7 
reer. by ing rated 2 of . — y Rn 
Parliament for ing any aid to his Majeſty b 
a land- tax, . ſame. The Gi was 
accordingly SOR read, committed, and paſſed 
the Lower Houſe; but among the Lords it miſ- 
carried. It can never be expected that the poor 
will be managed with œconomy and integrity, while 
the execution of the laws relating to their mainte- 
nance is left in the hands of low tradeſmen, who 
derive private advantage from ſupplying them with 
neceſſaries, and often favour the impoſition of one 
another with the moſt ſcandalous collufion. This is 
an evil which will never be remedied, until perſons 
of independent fortune, and unblemiſhed integrity, 
actuated by a ſpirit of true patriotiſm, ſhall reſcue 
their fellow=citizens from the power of ſuch in- 
tereſted miſcreants, by taking the foe into their 
own management and protection. Inſtead of mul- 
tiplying laws with reſpect to the ſettlement and ma- 
nagement of the poor, which ſerve only. to puzzle 
and perplex the pariſn and peace officers, it would 
become the ſagacity of the Legiſlature to take ſome 
effectual precautions to prevent the increaſe of pau- 
pers and vagrants, which is become an intolerable 
nuiſance to the commonwealth. Towards this ſalu- 
tary end, ſurely nothing would more contribute than 
a reformation of the police, that would aboliſh thoſe 
infamous places of entertainment, which ſwarm in 
every corner of the metropolis, ſeducing people of 
all ranks to extravagance, profligacy, and ruin; that 
would: reſtrict within due bounds the number of 
publick-houſes, which are augmented to an enor- 
mous degree, affording ſo many aſylums for riot 
debauchery, and corrupting the morals of the com, 


mon people to ſuch a pitch of licentious indecency, 


1 
| 
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Let it not be affirmed, to the diſgrace! of Great- 


— 2 Britain, that ſuch receptacles of vice and impunity 


ſubſiſt under the connivance of the government, 
according to the narrow views and confined ſpecu- 


lation of thoſe ſhallow politicians, who imagine 
that the revenue is increaſed in proportion to the 


quantity of ſtrong liquors conſumed in ſuch infa- 


mous receſſes of intemperance. Were this in 


reality the caſe, that adminiſtration would deſerve 
to be branded with eternal infamy, which could 
ſacrifice to ſuch a baſe conſideration the health, 
the lives, and the morals of their fellow- creatures: 


but nothing can be more fallacious than the ſuppo- 


ſition, that the revenue of any government can be 
increaſed by the augmented intemperance of the 
people; for intemperance is the bane of induſtry, 


as well as of population; and what the Government 
gains in the articles of the duty on malt, and the 


exciſe upon liquors, will always be greatly over- 
balanced by the loſs in other articles, ariſing from 
oy diminution of hands, and the neglect of la- 

XXV. Excluſive of the bills that were actually 


prepared, though they did not paſs in the courſe of 


this ſeſſion, the Commons deliberated on other im- 
portant ſubjects, which, however, were not finally 


diſcuſſed. In the beginning of the ſeſſion, a com- 
mittee being appointed to reſume the enquiry touch- 
ing the regulation of weights and meaſures, a ſub- 
J 


we have mentioned in the hiftory of the pre- 
— ſeſſion, the box which contained a Troy 
pound weight, locked up by order of the Houſe, was 
again produced by the clerk in whoſe cuſtody it had 
been depoſited. This affair being carefully inveſti- 
gated, the committee agreed to fourteen 2 


A the curioſity of the reader may be- intereſted in theſe reſolutions, 
we here inſert them for his ba eden. Ihe committee 3 
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Yn the mean time it was ordered, that all the weights, CHAP. 


referred to in the report, ſhould be delivered to the * 
Wes 1 ä cler e 


that the ell ought to contain one and one , according to the 
ard mentioned in the third __— of the NaN the 
Tubje& of weights and meaſures; that rub ors or perch, ſhould contain 

jn five fuch yards and a half; the 228 undred and twenty 
and the mile one thouſand ſeven hundred ſixty: that the ſuperficial 
reh ſhould contain thirty ſquare yards and a quarter; the rood one thou- 


ag wo hundred and ten; and the acre four thouſand eight hundred and 
y: that, according to the fourth, fifth, and ſixth reſolutions of the 


| by the Houſe on the ſecond day of June in the preceding year 
to contain ſeventy cubi a an and one half; the pint thirty-five | 


weight, and one weight, the twelve grains, ſix grains, three grains, 
two bs; nad Two of ter wrakes each, WIGIE $0. BE the tacks. ef the 
ſeveral Ne of che; thi and to be uſed for ſizing or adjuſti 
weights for the future. all weights exceeding a n 
of braſs, copper, bell metal or caſt-iron; and all thoſe of caſt-iron ES ; 
be made in the form, and with a handle of hammered iron; ſuch as the 
22 herewith ced, having the mark of the weight caſt in the 
n; and all weights of a pound, or under, ſhould be of ſilver, braſ 


copper, or bell-metal. Thar all weights of caſt-iron have the initi 
letters of the name of the maker upon the u bar of the handle;. and 
all other weights ſhould have the ſame, with the mark of the 


weight, according to this ſtandard, upon ſome convenient part thereof, 
That the yard, mentioned in the ſecond reſolution of the former. com- 
mittee, upon the ſubject of weights and meaſutes, agreed to by the Houſe 
in the laſt ſeflion, being the ſtandard of length, and the pound, mentioned 
in the eighth reſolution, being the ſtandard of weight, ought to be de- 
poſited in the court of the receipt of the Exchequer, and there ſafely kept 
under the ſeals of the Chancellor af the ſaid Exchequer, and of the Chief 
Baron, and the ſeal of office of the Chamberlain of the „ and 
not to be opened but by the order and in the preſence of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and Chief Baron for the time being, That the moſt 
effectual means to aſcertain uniformity in meaſures of length and weight, 
to be uſed throughout the realm, would be to appoint certain kerne | 
at one particular office, with clerks and workmen under them, for the 
peyen only of ſizing and avg. oor the uſe of the ſubjecs, all mea- 
es of length, and all weights, bei £ parts, . multiples, or certain ro 
portions of the ſtandards to be uſed for the future. That a model or 
pattern of the ſaid ſtandard yard, mentioned in the ſecond reſolution of 
the former committee, and now in the cuſtody of the clerk of the Houſe, 
and a model or pattern of the ſtandard pound, mentioned in the eighth 
reſolution of that committee, together with models or patterns of the 
parts of the ſaid pound, now preiented to the Houſe, and alſo of the mul- 
tiples of the ſaid pound, mentioned in this report (when the ſame are 
M be kept in _— office, in cuſtody of the faid perſons 
oz, IV. | to 
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ſons, for tho purpoſe of correcti 


or ny wc N 
dards, ſhould hereafter be required 


forth occafionally. | 


' $XXVL. The Houſe of Commons, among other 
articles of domeſtic œconomy, beſtowed ſome at- 


tention on the Hoſpital for Foundlings, which was 


now, more than ever, become a matter of national 


conſideration. The accounts relating to this charity 
having been demanded, and ſubjected to the inſpec- 
tion of the members, were, together with the King's 
recommendation, referred to the committee of ſup- 


ply, where they produced the reſolutions which we 


ve already I, among the other grants of the 
year. The Houſe afterwards refolved itſelf into a 


' : : 


to be appointed for ſizing weights and meaſures, under the feal of the 
chief Baron of the E. or the time being; to be opened only by 
order of the ſaid chief Baron, in his preſence, or the preſence of one 
of the Barons of the Exchequer, on the application of the ſaid per- 
and adjuſting, as occaſion ſhould re- 
the ſaid office, for ſizing meaſures of 
the ſubjects. That models or pat- 


quire, the patterns or models uſ 
length and on 2, delivered out 


| terns of the ſaid ſtandard yard and ſtandard pound aforeſaid, and allo 


models or patterns of the and multiptes aforeſaid of the ſaid pound, 


Hould be lodged in the faid office for the fizing of ſuch meaſores of length 


as, being . darf . or 1 of the ſaid ſtan- 

| y any of his Majeſty's ſubhects. That 
all meaſures of length and weight, ſized at the ſaid office, Qhonld be 
marked in ſome convenient part thereof with ſuch marks as ſhovld be 
thought expedient; to ſhow-the identity of the meaſures and weights 


 fized at the faid office, and to diſeover any frauds that may be committed 


therein. That the ſaid office ſhould be within a convenient diſtance 
of the Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter; and that all meaſures of 
length and weight, within. a certain diſtance of London, ſhould be cor- 
rected and re-aflized, as occaſion ſhould require, at the ſaid office, That, 


in order to enforce the uniformity iff weights and meaſures, to be uſed for 


ſtandarda. I 5 
and of the parts and multiples thereof, before mentioned, ſhould be diſtri- 
buted in each county, in ſuch a manner as to be readily uſed for evidence 


commiſſioners, and for adjuſting the ſame in a proper manner. 


the future, all perſons” appointed by the crown to act as juſtices' of the 
peace in any county, city, or town corporate, being reſpectively counties 
within themfelves, throughout the realm, ſhould be empowered to hear 
and determine, and put the law in execution, in reſpect to weights and 
meaſures only, without any of them being obliged to ſue out a dedimus, or 
to act in any other matter; and the ſaid commiſſioners ſhould be em- 
powered to ſue, impriſon, inflict, or mitigate ſuch penalties as ſhould be 
thought proper; and have ſuch other authorities as ſhould be neceſſary 
for compelling the uſe of weights and meaſures, agreeably to the aforeſaid 

Hae models or patterns of the ſaid ſtandard yard and poynd, 


in all caſes where meaſures and weights ſhould be queſtioned before the {aid 


com- 
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committee to deliberate on the ſtate of the hoſpital, CHAP. 
and examine its accounts. On the third day of Ma 8 2 
their reſolutions were reported to the following ef- 1599. 
fect: That the appointing, by the Governors and 
Guardians of the ſaid bolß ital, places in the ſeveral 
counties, ridings, or diviſions in this kingdom, for 
the firſt reception of expoſed and deſerted young 

children, would be attended with many evil conſe- 
quences; and that the conveying of children from 
the country to the ſaid hoſpital is attended with 
many evil conſequences, and ought to be prevent- 
ed. A bill was ordered to be brought in, founded 
upon this laſt reſolution, but never preſented; 
therefore the enquiry produced no effect. Not- 
withſtanding the inſtitution of this charity, for the 
ſupport of Which great ſums are yearly levied on 
the ꝓublick, it does not appear that the bills of 
mortality, reſpecting new-born children, are de- 
creaſed, nor the ſhocking crime of infant-murder 
rendered leſs. . heretofore. It may, 
therefore, not be improperly ſtyled a heavy ad- 
ditional. tax for the propagation of baſtardy, and 
the encouragement of idleneſs, among the com- 
mon people; beſides the tendency it has to ex- 
tinguiſh the feelings of the heart, and diſſolve thoſe 
3 ties of blood by which the chat ities are con- 
XXVII. In the month of March leave was 
given to bring in a bill for the more effectual pre- 
venting of the melting down and exporting the gold 
and filyer coin of the kingdom, and the perſons 
were. nominated to prepare it; but the bill never aj 
peared, and no further enquiry was made about ihe 
matter. Perhaps it was ſuppoſed that ſuch a meaſure 
might be thoughtan encroachment on the preroga- 
tive of the.Crown, which hath always exerciſed the 
power of fixing the ſtandard,” and regulating the 
currency of the coin. Perhaps ſuch a ſtep was de- 
by VVV 
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quatity of gold and ſilver was necetfarily exported 


1759. do the continent, for the ſupport of the allies and 


armies in the pay of Great-Britain. The Legiſla- 
ture, however, would do well to conſider this eter- 
nal maxim in computation, that when a greater 
quantity of bullion is exported, in waſte, than can 
be replaced by commerce, the nation muſt be haſt. 


ening to a ſtate of inſolvency. Over and above theſe 


MON in this ſeſſion of Parliament, it may not 
unneceſlary to mention ſeveral meſſages which 
were ſent by the King to the Houſe of Commons. 
That relating to the vote of credit we have already 


i 


_ ſpecified in our account of the ſupply. On the 


the twenty-ſixth day of April the Chancellor of the 
20 55 preſented to the Houſe two meſſages, 
ſigned by his Majeſty, one in favour of his ſubjects 
. in. North-America, and the other in behalf of the 
Eaſt-India company : the former recommending to 
their conſideration the zeal and yigour with which 
his faithful ſubjects in North-America had exerted 


_themſelves in defence of his juſt rights and poſ- 


{ſeſſions ; deſiring he might be enabled to give them 


a proper compenſation for the expenſes incurred by 
the reſpective provinces in N clothing, and 


paying the troops raiſed in that country, according 
.as the active vigour and ſtrenuous efforts of the ſe- 
veral colonies ſhould appear to merit: in the latter, 


he deſired the Houſe would empower him to aſſiſt 


the Eaſt-India Com eg defraying the expenſe of 
à military force in the Eaſt-Indies to be maintained 


by them, in lieu of a battalion of lar troops 


withdrawn from thence, and returned to Ireland. 
Both theſe meſſages were referred to the committee 
of ſupply, and produced the reſolutions upon each 


ſubject which we have already explained. The meſ- 


| ſage relating to a projected invafion by the enemies 
f Great-Britain we ſhall particularize in its 3 
Place, 


7 


place, when we come to record the circumſtances CHAP. . 
and miſcarriage of that . In the mean time, 5 
it may not be 7 to obſerve, that the thanks e 6 | 
of the Houſe of Commons were voted and given to _ 
Admiral Boſcawen and Major-Generat Amherſt, for 
the ſervices they had done their King and country 
in North America; and the ſame compliment was 
paid to Admiral Oſborne, for the ſucceſs of -his 
cruiſe in the Mediterranean. | 5 

CXXVIIL The ſeſſion was cloſed on the ſecond 
day of June with a ſpeech to both Houſes, from the 
commiſſioners appointed to his Majeſty for that pur 
poſe. In this harangue the Parliament was given N 
to underſtand, that — King approved of their con- 
duct, and returned them his thanks for their conde- 
ſcenſion; that the hopes he had conceived of their 
ſurmounting the difficulties which lay in the way 
were founded on the wiſdom, zeal, and affection of 
ſo good a Parliament, and that his 2 
were fully anſwered; that they had conſidered the 
war in all its parts, and notwithſtanding its long 
continuance, through the obſtinacy of the enemy, 
had made ſuch proviſion for the many different ope- 
rations, as ought to conyince the adverſaries of Great - 
Britain, that it would be for their intereſt, as well 
as for the eaſe and relief of all Europe, to embrace 

uitable and honourable terms of accommodation. 
They were told that, by their aſſiſtance, the com- 
bined army in Germany had been completed; pow- 
erful ſquadrons, as well as numerous bodies of 3 
forces, were employed in America, in order to 
maintain the Britiſh rights and poſleſſians, and annoy- 
the enemy in the moſt ſenſible manner in that coun- 
try: that, as France was making conſiderable pre- 
parations in her different ports, he had taken care to 
put his fleet at home in the beſt condition, both of 

ſtrength and ſituation, ta guard againſt and repel 

any attempts that es be meditated againſt his, 

1 . _ kingdamss 
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kingdoms: that all his meaſures had been directed 
to aſſert the honour of his crown; to preſerve 
the eſſential intereſts of his faithful e pn 
— the cauſe of the Proteſtant religion, and pu 

ick liberty: he, therefore, truſted that the upright- 
neſs of his intentions would draw down the bleſſing 
of Heaven upon his endeavours. ' He expreſſed his 
hope, that the precautions they had taken to pre- 
vent and correct the exceſſes of the privateers would 


produce the deſired effect: a conſideration which the 


ing had much at heart; for, though ſenſible of 
the utility of that ſervice, when under proper regu- 


_ lations, he was determined 'to do his utmoſt to pre- 


vent any injuries or hardſhips which might be ſuſ- 
tained by the ſubjects of neutral powers, as far as 


might be practicable and conſiſtent with his Ma- 
jeſty's juſt right to hinder the trade of his enemies 


from — colluſively and fraudulently covered. 
He not only thanked the Commons, but 3 
acted, 


the firmneſs and vigour with which they h 


informed he had nothing further to deſire; but that 


as well as their prudence in judging, that, notwith- 


ſtanding the preſent burthens, the making ample 
roviſion for carrying on the war was the moſt pro- 
able means to bring it to an honourable and happy 
concluſion, He affured them that no attention 
ſhould be wanting, on his part, for the faithful ap- 
plication of What had been granted. They were 


propagate them in their ſeveral counties, which 
y had ſhown in their proceedings during the 
ſeſſion. Theſe declarations being pronounced, the 
Parliament was prorogue g. 


me would carry down the fame good diſpoſitions, 
an 
the 


XXIX. The people of England, provoked on 
one hand by the intrigues, the hoſtilities, and me- 
naces of France, and animated on the other By the 
pride of triumph and ſucceſs, which never fails to 


reconcile them to difficulties, ho ſoever great, and 


expenſe, however enormous, at this period breathed 
ESE a . nothing 
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nothing but war, and diſcourſed about nothing but CHAP. 

new plans of conqueſt. We have ſeen how liberally. X. 

the Parliament beſtowed: the nation's money; and 1769. 
the acquieſcence of the ſubjects in general under the, * 

additional burthens which had been impoſed, ap- 
peared in the remarkable eagerneſs with which they 

embarked in the ſubſcription planned by the Legi | 

lature; in the vigorous aſſiſtance they contributed 2 

towards manning the navy, recruiting the army, 

and levying additional forces; and the warlike ſpirit 

which began to diffuſe itſelf through all ranks of the 

ple. This was a ſpirit which the miniſtry care- 

fully cheriſhed and cultivated, for the ſupport of the 

war, which, it muſt be owned, was eee 

an ardour and efficacy peculiar to the preſent admi- 

niſtration. True it is, the German war had been 

for ſome time adopted as an object of importance 

by the Britiſh councils, and a reſolution was taken 

to maintain it without flinching: at the ſame time, 

it muſt be allowed, that this conſideration had not 

hitherto weakened the attention of the miniſtry to 

the operations in America, where alone the war 

may be ſaid to have been carried on and proſecuted 

on Britiſh principles, ſo as to diſtreſs the enemy in 

their moſt tender part, and at the ſame time acquire 

the moſt ſubſtantial advantages to the ſubjects of 

Britain. For theſe two purpoſes, every preparation 

was made that ſagacity could ſuggeſt, or vigour 

execute. The navy was repaired and augmented, 

and, in order to man the different ſquadrons, the 

expedient of preſſing, that diſgrace to a Britiſh: 

adminiſtration, - was practiſed both by land and 

water with extraordinary rigour and vivacity. A pro- 

clamation was iſſued, offering a conſiberable boa 5 

for every ſeaman and every landman that ſhould, 

by a certain day, enter voluntarily into the ſervice, 

As an additonal encouragement to this claſs' of 

people, the Kin "HI his pardon to all ſea- 

men who had deſerted from the reſpective ſhips 
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would, upon being apprehended, incur the | 
nalty of a court-martial, and if convicted, be deem 
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return to their duty by the third day of July; 
but at the ſame time he declared, that thoſe hs 
ſhould neglect this opportunity, at a time when 
their country ſo much required their ſervice, 


ed unfit objects of the royal mercy. All Juſtices of 


the Peace, Mayors, and Magiſtrates of Corpora- 


cd to attend at Guildhall, to receive an 


tions throughout Great-Britain were commanded 
to make particular ſearch for ſtraggli ſeamen 
fit to the ſervice, and to ſend. all that ſhould be 
found to the neareſt ſea-port, that they might be 
ſent on board by the ſea-officer there commanding. 
Other methods, more gentle and effectual, were 
taken to levy and recruit the land-forces. New 
regiments were raiſed, on his Majeſty's promiſe, 
that every man ſhould be entitled to his diſcharge 
at the end of three years, and the premiums tor 
inliſting were increaſed. Over and 8 theſe in- 
dulgences, conſiderable bounties were offered and 
given by cities, towns, corporations, and even by 
individuals, ſo univerſally were the people poſſeſſe 


- With a ſpirit of chivalry and adventure. The exam- 


ple was ſet by the metropolis, where the Common- 
Council reſolved, that voluntary ſubſcriptions ſhould 
be received in the chamber of London, to be appro- 
priated as bounty-money to ſuch perſons as ſhould 


engage in his Majeſty's ſervice. The City ſub- 


ſcribedaconfiderableſum for that purpoſe;andacom- 
mittee of Aldermen and Commoners was appoint- 


e apply 
the ſubſcriptions. As a further encouragement to 


volunteers, they moreover reſolved, that every 


perſon ſo entering ſhould be entitled to the free- 


dom of the city, at the expiration of three years, 


or ſooner, if the war ſhould be brought to a con- 
clufion. Theſe reſolutions being communicated to 


the King, he was plcaftd to ſignify his approbation, 


and 
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and return his thanks to the city, in a letter from CH AP. 
the Secretary of State to the Lord-Mayor. Large * 
ſums were immediately ſubſcribed by different com- a. 
panies, and ſome private perſons ; and, in imitation ** 
of the capital, bounties were offered by many dif- 

_ ferent communities in every quarter of the united 

kingdom. At the ſame time, ſuch care and dili- 
_ gence were uſed in diſciplining the militia, that, be- 

ore the cloſe of the year, the greater of thoſe 
truly conſtitutional battalions rivalled the regular 
troops in the perfection of their exerciſe, and ſeemed | ; 
to be, in all reſ as fir for actual ſervice. 

XXX. Before we proceed to record the tranſ- 
actions of the campaign that ſucceeded theſe prepa- 
rations, we ſhall take notice of ſome domeſtick 
events, which, though not very important in them- 
ſelves, may nevertheleſs claim a place in the Hiſtory | 
of England. In the beginning of the year, the court 
of London was overwhelmed with affliction at the 
death of the Princeſs Dowager of Orange and Naſſau, 
gouvei nante of the United Provinces in the mino-. 
rity of her ſon, the preſent Stadtholder. She was 
the eldeft daughter of his Britannick Majeſty, poſ- 
ſeſſed of many perſonal accompliſhments and ex- 
emplary virtues; pious; moderate, ſenſible, and cir- 
cumſpect. She had exerciſed her authority with 
_ ſagacity and reſolution, reſpected even by thoſe 
who were no friends to the Houſe of Orange, and 
died with great fortitude and refignation *. In her 


Feeling ber end approaching, ſhe delivered a key to one of her at- 
a e him to kerch two papers, which the ſigned” with her 
own hand. One was a contract of marriage between her daughte and the 
Prince of Nafſau-Weilburg ; the other was a letter to the States General, 
beſeeching them to conſent to this marriage, and preſerve inviolate the re- 

tions ſhe had made, touching the education and tutelage of the young 
adtholder, Theſe two — bales ſigned and ſealed, ſhe ſent for her 

children, exhorted them to make proper improvements on the education 
they had receiyed, and to live in harmony with each other. Then ſhe im- 

Heaven to ſhower its bleſſings on them both, and embraced them 

with the moſt affecting marks of maternal tenderneſs. She afterwards-con- 

tinued to converſe calmly and deliberatcly with her friends, and in a few 
hours expired. : 2 
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received notice of this event, proceeded to confirm 
— which had been made for the mino- 
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honorary tutors; and Prince Louis of ' Brunſwick 


acting tutor to her children. In the morning after. 


her deceaſe, the States-General and the States of 
Holland were extraordinarily aſſembled and having 


the r 
rity of the Stadtholder. Prince Louis of Brunſwick 


was invited to aſſiſt in the aſſembly of Holland, where, 


aſterwards invited to the aſſembly of the States 


he took the oaths, as repreſenting the Captain-Ge- 
neral of the Union. Then he communicated to the 
aſſembly the act = which the Princeſs had ap- 
pointed him ian of her children. He was 


General, who agreed to the reſolution of Holland, 
with reſpect to his guardianſhip; and in the even- 
ing the different colleges of the government ſent 


formal deputations to the young Stadtholder, and 
the Princeſs Caroline, his ſiſter, in whoſe names and 
preſence they were received, and anſwered by their 


guardian and repreſentative. A formal intimation 
of the death of the Princeſs was communicated to 


the King her father, in a pathetick letter, by the 


States-General; who condoled with him onthe irre- 
arable loſs which he as well as they had ſuſtained 


this melancholy event, and aſſured him they 


would empley all their care and attention in ſecuring 


and defending the rights and intereſt of the young 


Stadtholder and the Princeſs his ſiſter, whom they 


conſidered as the children of the Republick. The 


the eighteenth year of her age. 


royal family of England ſuffered another diſaſter in 


the courſe of this year, by the deceaſe of the Prin- 


ceſs Elizabeth-Caroline, ſecond daughter of his late 


Royal Highneſs Frederick Prince of Wales, a lady 
of the moſt amiable character, who died at Kew in 


the month of September, before ſhe had attained 
$XXXI, 
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FXXX1, Certain privateers continuing their ex- CHAP. 


ceſſes at ſea, and rifling neutral ſhips: without diſ- 


4275 


Ls 
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tinction or authority, the Government reſolved to "YT 


vindicate the honour of the nation, by making ex- 
amples of thoſe pirates; who, as faſt as they could 
be detected and ſecured, were brought to trial, and 
upon conviction ſacrificed to juſtice. While theſe 
ſteps were taken to reſcue the nation from the re- 


1759 


hof violence and rapacity, which her neigh-- 


rs had urged with ſuch eagerneſs, equal ſpirit 
was exerted in convineing neutral powers that they 
ſhould not, with impunity, contravene the law of 


nations, in favouring the enemies of Great-Britain. 


A great number of cauſes were tried relating to diſ-- 
puted captures, and many Dutch veſſels, with their 


cargoes, were condemned, after a fair hearing, not- 


_ withſtand 
remonſtrances of the States-General. 


the loud clamours of that people, and 


the 5 8 
' * $XXXI.. The reputation of the Engliſh was not 


ſo much affected by the irregularities of her priva- 


teers, armed for rapine, as by the neglect of inter- 


nal police, and an ingredient of ſavage ferocity 


mingled in the national character; an ingredient - 
cared but too conſpicuous in the particu- 


= „ 


that a 
lars of ſeyeral ſhocking murders brought to light 


about this period. One Halſey, who commanded . 


a merchant-ſhip in the voyage from Jamaica to Eng- 
land, having conceived ſome perſonal diſlike to a 
9 failor, inſulted him with ſuch abuſe, expoſed 
im to ſuch hardſhips, and puniſhed him with ſuch 
verboard'in deſpair. His inhuman tyrant envying 
him that death, which would have reſcued a miſe- 
rable object from his brutality, plunged into the ſea 
_ after him, and brought him on board, declaring he 


ſhould not eſcape ſo while there were any torments 


left to inflict. Accordingly, he exerciſed his tyranny 


upon him with redoubled rigour, until the. poor 


creature expired, in conſequence of the inhuman 
Us = * : ; , | : ” "#4 4 treatment 
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wantonneſs of barbarity, that the poor wretch leaped 
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1 treatment he had ſuſtained. This ſavage ruffian 


— mariner, 


was likewiſe indicted for the murder of another 
but being convicted on the firſt trial, the 


"759** ſecond was found unneceſſary, and the criminal ſuf... 


fered death according to the law, which is perhaps 
too mild to malefactors convicted of ſuch aggra- 
vated cruelty.— Another barbarous murder was per- 
petrated in the country, near Birmingham, upon a 
ſheriff's officer, by the ſons of one Darby, whoſe 
effects the bailiff had ſeized, on a diſtreſs for rent. 
The two young aſlaſlins, encouraged by the father, 
attacked the unhappy wretch with clubs, and man- 
gled him in a terrible manner, ſo that he hardly 
retained any ſigns of life. Not contented. with this 
cruel execution, they ſtripped him naked, and drag- 
ging him out of the houſe, ſcourged him with a 
waggoner's whip, until the fleſh was was cut from 
his bones. In this miſerable condition he was found 
weltering in his blood, and conveyed to a neigh- 
bouring houſe, where he immediately expired. 
The three barbarians were apprehended, after having 
made a deſperate reſiſtance. They were tried, con- 
victed, and executed: the ſons were hung in'chains, 
and the body of the father diſſected. The widow 
of a Timber-merchant at Rotherhithe being cruelly 
murdered in her own houſe, Mary Edmonſon, a 
young woman, her niece, ran out into the ſtreet. 
with her arms cut acroſs, and gave the alarm, 
declaring her aunt had been aſſaſſinated by four men, 
who forced their way into the houſe, and that ſhe. 
- (the niece) had received thoſe wounds, in attempt- 
ing to defend her relation. According to the cir- 
cumſtances that appeared, this unnatural wretch had 
cut the throat of her aunt and benefactreſs with a 


gaſe. knife, then dragged the body from the waſh-. 


houſe to the parlour; that ſhe had ſtolen a watch 
and ſome ſilver ſpoons, and concealed them, toge- 
ther with the knife and her own apron, which was 
ſoaked with the blood of her parent, After WY 
e | 4 


Noa 47 
acted this horrid tragedy, the bare recital of which C 5 - 
the humane reader will not peruſe without horror, 
ſhe put on another apron, and wounded her own 1559. 
fleſh, the better to conceal her guilt.  Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe precautions ſhe was ſuſpected, and 
committed to priſon. Being brought to trial, ſhe 
was convicted and condemned 9 580 circumſtantial 
evidence, and finally executed on Kennington- Com- 
mon, though ſhe denied the fact to the laſt moment 
of her life. At the place of execution ſhe behaved 
with great compoſure, and, after having ſpent ſome 
minutes in devotion, proteſted ſhe was innocent of 
the crime laid to her charge. What ſeemed to 
corroborate this proteſtation, was the condition and 
character of the young woman, who had been edu- 
cated in a ſphere above the vulgar, and maintained 
a reputation without reproach in the country, where | 
. ſhe was actually betrothed toa clergyman. - On the =—_ 
other hand, the circumſtances that appeared againſt 
her alinoft amounted to a certainty, though nothing 
weaker than proof pofitive ought to determine a 

jury in part, caſes to give a verdict againſt the 
rſon accuſed.” After all, this is one of thoſe pro- 
ematick events, which elude the force of all evi- 
dence, and ſerve to confound the pride of human 
reaſon.—A miſcreant, whoſe: name was Haines, 
| AE IG the daughter of a farmer in the 
. neighbourhood of Glouceſter, who poſſeſſed a ſmall 
eſtate, which he intended to divide among ſeven 
children, was ſo abandoned as to form the deſign 
_ of poiſoning the whole nagen wg by virtue of his 
wife he might enjoy the whole inheritance. For 
the execution of this. infernal ſcheme, he employed 
his own father to purchaſe a quantity of arſenick ; - 
part of which he adminiſtered to three of the chil- 
- dren, who were immediately ſeized with the dread- 
ful ſymptoms produced by this mineral, and the 
- eldeſt expired. Heafterwards mixed it with three 
apple-cakes, which he bought for the purpoſe, and 
3 „„ of 


” as L TI V Sas * * n 
* — * * EA x a ot. v3 £4 aa a 
en i nd - WO * 3 F 2 J 2 * 2 . | 
_ * > . : 1 8 7. "=> — 8 . 
p \ . - * 8 — 
— þ _ — ets c * — _ 
” 


TEK VETS. : * 
— nee . 


5 19 ATA 


1 "7 5 
.. ( 


3 r 


w TS or) 
EE 
— — 


478 


HISTORY: OF ENGLAND. 


| TS: preſented- to the three other children, who under- 


8 * | 
1759. 


went the ſame violence of operation which had 


proved fatal to the eldeſt brother. The inſtanta- 


neous effects of the poiſon created à ſuſpicion of 
' Haines, who being examined, the whole ſcene of 


villany ſtood diſcloſed. Nevertheleſs, the villain 


found means to eſcape. —The uncommon, ſpirit of 
aſſaſſination which raged at this period, ſeemed to 


communicate itſelf even to foreigners, who breathed 


Engliſh air. Five French priſoners, confined on board 
the King's ſhip, the Royal Oak, were convicted of 
having murdered one Jean de, Manaux, their coun- 
 trymanand fellow-priſoner, inrevenge for his having 


diſcovered that they had forged paſſes to facilitate 


their eſcape, | Exaſperated at this detection, they 


ſeized this unfortunate informer in the place of their 
confinement, gagged his mouth, ſtripped him na- 


ked, tied him with a ſtrong cord to a ring-bolt, 


and ſcourged his body with the moſt brutal perſeve- 


rance. By dint of ſtruggling the poor wretch diſ- 


engaged himſelf from t 


e cord with which he had 


been tied: then they finiſhed the tragedy, by leap- 
ing and ſtamping on his. breaſt, till the cheſt was 
- broke, and he expired. They afterwards ſevered 
"the body into ſmall pieces, and theſe they conveyed 


at differenttimes into the ſea; through the funnel of 


a convenience to which they had acceſs; but one of 


the other priſoners gave information of the murder; 


in conſequence of which they were ſecured, brought 
to trial, condemned, and puniſhed with death.— 


Nor were the inſtancces of cruel aſſaſſination, which 


prevailedat this juncture, confined to Great=Britain. 


At the latter end of the foregoing year, an atrocious 
- maſſacre was perpetrated by two Genoeſe mariners 


upon the maſter and crew of an Engliſh, veſſel, 
among whom they were enrolled. Theſe monſters 


- of cruelty were in different watches, a circumſtance 
that favoured the execution of the horrid-plan they 


: 


had concerted. © When one of them retired to reſt 


with 


— 


nns ee = © © = 
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_ With his fellows of the watch, conſiſting of the mate HAT. 
and two ſeamen; he waited till they were faſt aſleep, X 
and then butchered them all with à knife. Having e 
ſo far ſucceeded without diſcovery, he returned to 
the deck, and communicated the exploit to his aſſo- | 
-ciate* then they ſuddenly attacked the maſter of the 
veſſel, and cleft his head with a hatchet, which they 
likewiſe uſed in murdering the man that ſtood at the 
helm; a third was likewiſe diſpatched, and no En- 
gliſhman remained alive but the maſter's ſon, a 
y, who lamented his father's death with inceſſant 
tears and cries for three days, at the expiration of 
which he was likewiſe ſacrificed, becauſe the aſſaſſins 
were diſturbed by his clamour. This barbarous 
ſcene was acted within ſixty leagues of the rock of 
- Liſbon ;' but the veſſel was taken within the Capes 
Ortugal and Finiſterre, by the Captain of a French 
Privateer, called La Favorite, who ſeeing the decx 
"ſtained with blood, and finding all the papers of 
the ſhip deſtroyed, bagan to ſuſpect that the maſter 
and crew had been murdered. He accordingly taxed 
them with the murder, and they confeſſed the par- 
ticulars. The privateer touched at Vigo, where / 
the Captain imparted this detail to the Engliſh 
- Conful; but the prize, with the two villains on 
board, was ſent to Bayonne in France, where they 
were brought to condign puniſhment. PE 
 $XXXIUE We ſhall cloſe this regiſter of blood 
with the account of a murder remarkable in all its 
_ circumſtances, for which a perſon, called Eugene 
Aram, ſuffered at York, in the courſe of this year. ; 
This man, who exerciſed the profeſſion of a ſchool- > 
maſter at Knareſborough; had, as far back as the | 
year one thouſand ſeven. hundred and forty-five, 
n concerned with one Houſeman, in robbing | 
and murdering Daniel Clarke, whom they had pre- 
- viouſly perſuaded to botrow a confiderable quantity 
_ of valuable effects from different perſons: in the 
neigbourhood on falſe pretences, that he might 
BETS» 8 e | 
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retire with the booty 


rious manner, no 


1s TORT OT ENGLAND. 
. He had accordingly filled a 


ſack with theſe particulars, and began his retreat 
with his two perfidious affociates, who ſuddenly fell 


_ him, deprived him of life, and, having buried 
body in a cave, took poſſeſſion of the plunder. 


Though Clarke „ 7 emh at once in ſuch a myſte- 

uſpicion fell on the aſſaſſins ; 
and Aram, who was the chief contriver and agent 
in the murder, moved his habitation to another 


part of the country. In the ſummer of the preſent. 
8 Houſeman being employed, among other la- 


bourers, in repairing the publick highway, they, 


in digging for gravel by the road fide, diſcovered 
the ſkeleton of a human creature, which the majo- 


_ rity ſuppoſed to be the bones of Daniel Clarke. 


to the * mercy; and if ever murder was enti- 


extended not improperly, to this man, whoſe ge- 


Which he 3 


This opinion was no ſooner broached, than Houſe- 
man, as it were, 


ſome ſupernatural impulſe which 
he could not reſiſt, declared that it was not the 
ſkeleton of Clarke, inaſmuch as his body had been 
interred at a place called St. Robert's Cave, where 


they would find it, with the head turned to a cer- 


tain corner. He was immediately apprehended, ex- 
amined, admitted as evidence for the Crown, and 
diſcovered the iculars of the murder. The 
ſkeleton of Clarke being found exactly in the place 


and manner he had deſcribed, Eugene Aram, Who 


now acted as uſher to a grammar: ſchool in the 


county of Norfolk, was ſecured, and brought to 


trial at the Vork aſſizes. There, his own wife cor- 
roborating the teſtimony of Houſeman, he was 
found guilty, and received ſentence of death; not- 
withſtanding a very artful and learned defence, in 
om argument and example, the 
danger of convicting a man upon circumſtantial 
evidence. Finding all his remonſtrances ineffec- 
tual, he recommended himſelf in pathetick terms 


tled to indulgence, perhaps it might have been 


nius, 


trated 
thata 
cide: 
rable 


* 
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the diſadvantages attending low birth and ſtraitened 
circumſtances, by the dint of his own capacity and 
inclination, made conſiderable progreſs in mathe- 


maticks and philoſophy, acquired all the languages 


ancient and modern, and executed part of a Cel- 
tick dictionary, which, had he lived to finiſh- it, 
might have thrown, ſome eſſential light upon the 


origin and obſcurities of the European Hiſtory, 


Convinced, at laſt, that he had nothing to hope 
from the clemency of the government, he wrote a 
ſhort poem in defence of ſuicide; and, on the day 
fixed for his execution, opened the veins of his left 
arm with a razor, which he had concealed for that 
purpoſe. Though he was much weakened by the 
effuſion of blood, before this attempt was diſcover- 


ed, yet, as the inſtrument had miſled the artery, 
he did not expire until he was carried to the gibbet, 


and underwent the ſentence of the law. His body 
was Conveyed to ee eee and hung in 
chains, near the place where the murder was per 

trated. Theſe are ſome of the moſt remarkable 


that appeared amongſt many other inſtancesof homi= 


cide: a crime that prevails to a degree alike deplo- 
rable and ſurpriſing, even in a nation renowned for 
compaſſion and placability. But this will generally 
be the cafe among people whole paſſions, naturally 
impetuous, are ill reſtrained by laws, and the'regu- 


nius, in itſelf prodigious, might have exerted itſelf CHAP. 
in works of general utility. He had, in ſpite of all 
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lations of civil ſociety; which the licentious do not 


fear, and the wicked hope to evade. 


$XXXIV. The Prince of Wales having, in the 
beginning of June, entered the two-and-twentieth, . 


year of his age, the anniverſary of his birth was 
celebrated with great rejoicings at court, and the 
King received compliments of congratulationon the 
majority of a Prince, who ſeemed born to fulfil the 
hopes, and complete the heppiogls of Great- Britain. 
The city of London pre 8 an addreſs to the 


Vol. V. l King 
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III. loyalty and affection, aſſuring his Majeſty, that no 
we hoſtile threats could intimidate a 
. 5 the love of liberty, who, confiding in the Divine 


\ 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
on this occaſion, replete. with expreſſions of 


le animated 


rovidence, and in his Majeſty's experienced wiſ- 
dom and vigorous councils, were reſolved to exert 
their u efforts towards enabling their Soverei 
to repel the inſults, and defeat the attempts made 
the ancient enemies of his crown and kingdom. 
Congratulations of the ſame kind were offered by 
other cities, towns, corporations, and communities, 
who vied with each other in profeſſions of attach- 
; _ and, indeed, ems we not the leaſt trace of 
di ſaffection ivable at this juncture in any 
ofthe iſland. - + mm om p 51 11 66 
SXXXV. So little were the citizens of London 
diſtreſſed by the expenſe, or incommoded by the 
| tions of the war, that they found leifure.to 
plan, and funds to execute magnificent, works of 
art, for the ornament of the metropolis, and the 
convenience of commerce. They had obtained an 
act of Parliament, empowering them to build a new 
. bridge over the Thames, from Black-friars to the 
' oppoſite ſhore, about midway between thoſe of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter,  - Commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed to put this act in execution; and, at a court 
of Common- Council, it was reſolved that a ſum 
not exceeding one hundred and forty- four thouſand 
pounds ſhould be forthwith raiſed, within the ſpace 
of eight years, by inſtallments, not exceeding —.— 
thouſand pounds in one year, to be paid into the 
chamber of London; that the ons advancing 
the money ſhould have an intereſt at the rate of four 
unds per cent. per annum, to be paid half yearly 
. by the Chamberlain, yet redeemable at the expira- 
tion of the firſt ten years; and that the Chamber- 
lain ſhould affix the city's ſeal to ſuch inſtruments as 
the commitee might think fit to give for ſecuring 
the payment of the ſaid annuities. Such were — 


SEO G 


43 


firſt effectual ſteps taken towards the execution of a CHAP, 


laudable meaſure, which met with the moſt obſti- 
nate oppoſition in the ſequel, from the narrow views 
of particular people, as well as from the prejudice 
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of party.. 9. \ Bn 
XXXVI. The ſpirit that now animated the 


citizens of London was ſuch as ſmall difficulties did 
not retard, and even conſiderable loſſes could not 


diſcourage. In the month of November the city 


was expoſed to a rous conflagration, kindled 
in the night by accident in the neighbourhood of 
the 8 which burned with great fury, 
notwithſtanding the aſſiſtance of 'the firemen and 


engines employed under the perſonal direction of 


the magiſtracy, conſumed a great number of houſes, 
and damaged many more. -That whole quarter of 
the town was filled with conſternation: ſome indi- 
viduals were beggared; one or two periſhed in the 
flames, and ſome were buried in- the ruins of the 
-houſes that ſunk under the diſaſter. e 
S XXXVII. The ferment of mind fo peculiar to 
the natives of Great-Britain,- excited by a 
mixture of genius and caprice, paſſion and philo- 


ſophy, ſtudy and conjecture, produced at this period 


ſome flowers of improvement, in different arts and 
 Tſeiences, that ſeemed: to promiſe fruit of publick 
utility. Several perſons invented methods for diſ- 
covering the longitude at ſea, that great de/ideratum 


in navigation, for the aſcertainment of which ſo 


many nations have offered a publick recompenſe, 
and in the inveſtigation of which ſo many mathe- 
-matical heads have been diſordered Some of thoſe 
who now appeared candidates for the prize, deſerved 
encouragement for the ingenuity of their ſeveral 
ſyſtems; but he who ſeemed to enjoy the 238 


nence in the opinion and favour of the publick, was 


Mr. Irwin, a native of Ireland, who contrived a 
chair ſo art fully * a perſon ſitting in . 6 
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'BOOK hoard # ſhip; even in a rough ſea, can, through a 


Jos 
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formed with the moſt ſtriking 


+. teleſcope, 'obferve the immerſion. and emetſion of 


"Jupiter's ſatellites, without being interrupted or in- 
commoded by the motion of the vefſel. This gen- 
tleman was favoured with the affiſtance and protec- 
tion of Commodore Lord Howe, in whoſe preſence 
the experiment was tried in ſeveral ſhips at ſea with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that he 
his approbation; and in conſequence of this, Mr. 
Irwin is ſaid to have obtained a conſiderable reward 
from the Board of Admiralty. © 
_" TXXXVUL The people of England, happy in 
their ſituation, felt none of the ſtorms of war and 
defolation which ravaged the neighbouring coun- 
tries: but, enriched by a ſurpriſing augmentation 
of commrerce, enjoyed all the feeurity of peace, and 
all the pleaſures of taſte and affluence. The uni- 
verſity of Oxford having eonferred the office of their 
Chancellor, vacant by the death ofthe Earl of Arran, 
upon another nobleman of equal honour and inte- 
grity, namely, the Earl of Weſtmorland, he made 
'a publick entrance into that celebrated ſeat of learn- 


ing with great magnificence, and was inſtalled amidft 


the Encania, Which were celebrated with ſuch claſ- 
ſical elegance of pomp, as mighit have rivalled the 
chief Roman feſtival of the Auguſtan age. The 
Chancellor elect was attended by a ſplendid train of 
the nobility and perſons of diſtinction. The city of 
Oxford was filled with a vaſt concourſe of ſtrangers. 


The proceſſions were contrived with taſte, and con- 


ducted with decorum. The inſtallation was per- 
folemnity. The con- 


he ſpirit of old Rome; and the ceremony was 
cloſed by Dr. King, that venerable ſage of St. 


gratulatory verſes, and publick ſpeeches, breathed 
. | : 


ary Hall, who pronounced an oration in praiſe of 

the new Chancellor with all the flow of Tully, ani- 
mated by the fire of Demoſthenes. Cath 

API 8 XXXIX. 


nted a certifſcate, fignifying 
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XXXIX. We ſhall conclude the remarkable „ 
incidents of this year *, that are detached from the ®- 
proſecution of the war, with the detail of an event 1755 
equally ſurpriſing and deplorable.— A ſloop callddd 
the Dolphin, bound from the Canaries to New. 

York, met with ſuch unfavourable, weather, that ſhe 
Vas detained one hundred and ſixty-five days in the 
pailage, and the proviſion; of the ſhip was altogether 
expended before the firſt fifty days were elapſed. 
The wretched crew had deyoured their dog, cat, 
and all their ſhoes on board: at length, being re- 
duced to the utmoſt N they agreed to caſt 
lots for their lives, that the body of him upon whom 
the lot ſhould fall might ſerve for ſome time to 
ſupport the ſuryiyers, The wretched victim was one 
Antonio Galatia, a ;Spaniſh-gentleman and paſſen- 
ger. Him they ſhot with a muſquet; and having 
cut off his head,; threw it overboard; but the en- 
trails, and the reſt of the carcaſe, they greedily de- 
voured. This .horrid banquet having, as it were, 
fleſhed: the, famiſhed crew, they began to talk of 
another ſacrifice, from which, however, they were 
diverted by the influence and remonſtrances of their 
Captain, who preyailed upon them to be fatisfied 
with a miſcrable allowance to each per diem, cut 
in the es of the year the liberal arts ſultalined 6 lamentable loſs. in 
the' death of 'Ge Frederick Handel, the moſt. celebrated maſter in 
muſick which this age bad produced. He was by, birth à German; but 
had ſtudied in Italy, and afterwards ſettled in England, where he met with 
the moſt favourable reception, and reſided above half a _—_y univerſally 7 
admired for his ſtupendous genius in the ſublime parts of muſical compoſition. 

One m_ apt to imagine, that there was ſomething in the con- | 
ſtitution of air at this period, which was particularly ' ubfavourar x 
ble to old nge; inaſmuch as, in the compaſs of a few months, the fol- 
woe perens remarkable for their longevity, died in the kingdom of 

cotland; William Barnes, who had been above ſeve 9 
By family of Brodie, died there, at the age of one hundred and nine. 
therine Mackenzie died in Roſe-ſhire, at the age of one hundred and 
eighteen. Janet Blair, deceaſed at Monemuſk, in the ſhire of- Aberdeen, 

turned of one hundred and twelve. Alexander Stephens, in Bamfhire; at 
the age of one hundred and —_— * Harper, at Bains-hole, at the 
Danie married when 


age of one hundred and ſeven, Cameron, in Rannach, mar 
be was turned of one hundred, and ſurvived his marriage thirty years. 
n L133: | . tom. 
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1759. graſs which grew plentifully upon the deck, theſe 


Upon this calamitous pittance, reinforced with the 


objects made ſhift to ſubſiſt for twenty days, at 
the expiration of which they were relieved, and 
taken on board one Captain Bradſhaw, who chanced 
to fall in with them at ſea. By this time the whole 
crew, conſiſting of ſeven men, were ſo ſqualid and 
emaciated, as to exhibit an appearance at once pi- 
teous and terrible; and ſo reduced in point of 
ſtrength, that it was found neceſſary to uſe ropes 


and tackle; for hoiſting them from one ſhip to the 
other. The circumſtance of the lot falling upon the 


Spaniard, who was the only foreigner on board, en- 
courages a ſuſpicion that foul play was offered to 


this unfortunate ſtranger ; but the moſt remarkable 


part of this whole incident is, that the maſter and 
crew could not contrive ſome ſort of tackle to catch 
fiſh, with which the ſea every where abounds, and 
which, no doubt, might be caught with the help of 
a little ingenuity: If implements of this kind were 


Provided in every ſhip, they would probably pre- 
. all thoſe eaſe 


al events at ſea that are occa- 
ſioned by famine. | "HET 18 


S XL. Previous to the more capital operations 


in war, we ſhall particularize the moſt remarkable 
captures that were made upon the enemy by ſingle 
ſhips of war, during the courſe of this ſummer and 
autumn. In the month of February, a French pri- 


voateer belonging to Granville, called the Marquis 


de Marigny, having on board near two hundred 
men, and mounted with twenty cannon, was taken 
by Captain Parker, commander of his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Montague; who likewiſe made prize of a 


' ſmaller armed veſſel, from Dunkirk, of eight can. 
non and ſixty men. About the ſame period, Cap- 


tain Graves, of the Unicorn, brought in the Moras 
* RR 78 | men, 


88898885 


- 


enn 


count for Martinique, with proviſion, clothing, and 
arms, for the troops on that iſland, were taken by 


| an Lendrick, commander of the Brilliant; 
2 
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men, and two- and-twenty cannon. Two large CH AP. 
merchant-ſhips, laden on the French King's ac- | 
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an Engliſh tranſport from St. John's, having | 


| tour hundred French priſoners on board, periſhed 


near the Weſtern Iſlands. Within the circle of the 


fame month, a large French ſhip from St. Do- 


mingo, richly laden, fell in with the Favourite ſhip 
of war, and was carried into Gibraltar. PE, 


XL. In the month of February, Captain Hood, 


of his Majeſty's frigate the. Veſtal, belonging to a 


ſmall ſquadron commanded by Admiral Holmes, 


who had failed for the Weſt-Indies in January, be- 
ing advanced a conſiderable way a-head of the fleet, 
deſcried and gave chaſe to a fail, which proved to 
be a French frigate called the Bellona, of two hun- 
dred and twenty men, and two-and- thirty great 


guns, commanded by the Count de Beauhonoire. 


aptain Hood, having mage a ſignal to the Ad-. 
c 


miral, continued the chaſe until he advanced within 
half muſquet-ſhot of the enemy, and then poured in 
a broadſide, which was immediately retorted. The. 
engagement thus begun was maintained with great 
vigour on both ſides for the ſpace of four hours; at 


the expiration of which the Bellona ſtruck, after 


having loſt all her maſts and rigging, * with 
about forty men killed in the action. Nor was the 
victor in a much better condition. Thirty men were 
killed and wounded on board the Veſtal. Immedi- 
ately after the enemy ſubmitted, all her rigging be- 
ing deſtroyed. by the ſhot, the topmaſts fell over. 


board; and ſhe was otherwiſe ſo much damaged, 


that ſhe could not proceed on her voyage. Captain 
Hood, therefore, returned with his prize to Spit- 


head; and afterwards met with a gracious reception | 


from his Majeſty, on account of the valour and con- 
duct he had diſplayed on this occaſion. The Bel- 
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BOOK long had failed in January from the-ifland of Mar 


* * 


3739. 


tinique, along with the Floriſſant, and another 


French frigate, from which ſhe had been ſeparated 
| 8. the 8 Immediately after this exploit, 
ptain Ellio 


t, of the /Eolus frigate, accompanti 
by: the Iſis, made prize of a French ſhip, the Mig- 


nonne, of twenty guns, and one hundred and forty 


men, one of four frigates employed as convoy to a 


rge fleet of merchant-ſhips; near the iſland of 
Ee. b ; . Finn p 77: 
XLII. In the month of March, the Engliſh' 


frigates the Southamptonand Melampe;commanded 
2 the Captains Gilchriſt and Hotham, being at 


to the northward on a cruiſe, ſell in with the 


8 French ſhip of forty cannon, and three 
undred and thirty men, which was engaged 


hun by 
Captain Hotham in a ſhip, of half the force, who 
maintained the battle a conſiderable time with admi- 


Robe > rable gallantry, before his conſort could come to his 


iſſiſtance. As they fought in the dark, Captain 
Gilchriſt was obliged to lie by far ſome time, becauſe 
he could not diſtinguiſh the one from the other: but 
no ſooner did the day appear, than he bore down 
upon the Dana with his uſual impetuoſity, and ſoon 


compelled her to ſurrender: ſhe did not ſtrike, how 
2035 Fa thirty or forty of her men were ſlain: 
the 


lant Captain Gilchriſt received a grape- 


— 
ſhot. in his ſhoulder, which, though. it did not det 
| Pac him, of, life, yet rendered him incapable of 


uture ſervice: a misfortune the more to be lament- 


* 


bis age, 


ed; a fe happevenl 46 a brave officer ĩn the vigour of 


in the midſt of a ſanguinary war, which 


might haye afforded him many other opportunities 
of ſignalizing his courage for the honour and advan- 


tage of his country. Another remarkable exploit 


was atchieved about the ſame quncture by Captai 
Barrington, commander of the ſhip Achilles, mounted 
„With ſixty cannon, who, to the weſtward: of Cape 
5 Finiſterre, encountered a French ſhip of equal called | 


9 
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called the Count de St. Florintin, bound from Cape C HAP. 
Frangois on the iſland of Hiſpaniola to Rochefort, X. 
under the command of the Sieur de Montay, who 3 
was obliged to ſtrike, aſter a cloſe and obſtinats 

engagement, in which he himſelf was mortally 
* wounded, 4 great number of his men ſlain, and his 
fthip ſo damaged, that ſhe was with difficulty brought 
into Falmouth. Captain Barrington obtained the 
victory at the expenſe of about five- and- twenty men 
killed and wounded, and all his rigging, which the 
enemyꝰs ſhot rendered uſeleſs. Two ſmall priva- 
teers from Dunkirk were alſo taken, one called the 
Marquis de Bareil, by the Brilliant, which carried 
her into Kinſale in Ireland; the other called the Ca- 
rilloneur, which ſtruck to the Grace cutter, aſſiſted 
by the boats of the ſhip Rocheſter, commanded'/by 
- Captain Duff, who ſent her into the Downs.” ' © | 
SXLIII. About the latter end of March, Cap- _ 
tain Samuel Falkner, in the ſhip Windſor, of ſixty 4 


guns, cruiſing to the weſtward, diſcovered four large 


ſhips to leeward, which, when he approached them, 
formed the line of battle a-head, in order to give 
him a warm reception. He accordingly cloſed with 
the ſternmoſt ſhip, which ſuſtained his fire about an 
hour: then the other three bearing away with all the 
ſail they could carry, ſne ſtruck her colours, and 
was conducted to Liſbon. She proved to be the 
Duc de Chartres, pierced for ſixty cannon, though 
at that time carrying no more than rr 
with a complement of three hundred men, a 
thirty of whom were killed in the action. She be- 
longed, with che other three that eſcaped, to the 
French Eaſt-India Company, was laden with gun- 
owder, and naval ftores, and bound for Pondicherry. 
Two privateers, called La Chaſſeur and Le Con- 
uerant, the one from Dunkirk, and the other from 
-herbourg, were taken and carried into Plymouth 
by Captain Hughes, of his ee frigate the La- 
mer. A third, called the Deſpatch, from Morlaix. 
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| Yarmouth. In the month of May, a French fri- 
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fourth, called the Baſque, from Bayonne, 
with two-and twenty and above two hundred 


men, fell into the s of Captain Parker, 72 | 


Brilliant, who conveyed her into Plymouth. | 
tain Antrobus, of the Surprize, took the Vieux, a 
ivateer of Bourdeaux; and a fifth, from-Dunkirk, 

k to Captain Knight, of the Liverpool, off 


gate called the Arethuſa, mounted with two-and- 


thirty cannon, manned with a large co t ot 


under the command of the Marquis de Vau- 


dreuil, ſubmitted to two Britiſh frigates, the Venus, 


and the Thames, commanded by the Captains Har- 
riſon and Colby, after a warm engagement, in which 
ſixty men were killed and wounded on the fide of 


the enemy. In the beginning of June an armed 


commander of the King's ſhip the Creſcent, attacked 
the Awahyſte and herkeleys 


two French frigates, 


ſhip belonging to Dunkirk, was brought into the 


Downs, by Captain Angel, of the Stag; and a pri- 


vateer of force, called the Counteſs de la Serre, was 


Captain Edwards, who, aſter an obſtinate jy ef 
carried her in triumph to Gibraltar. At St. Chriſ- 


topher's, in the Weſt-Indies, Captain Collingwood, 


? * 


g. Aras gaga. 


7 


Grone Er; 


the former of which eſcaped, after a warm engage. HAN 
ment, in which the Creſcent's rigging was ſo much X. 
ue: but the other 
was taken, and conveyed into the harbour of Baſle- **. 


damaged, that ſhe could not pu 


terre. Notwithſtanding the vigilance and cou 
of the Engliſh cruiſers in thoſe ſeas, the French pri- 
vateers fwarmed to ſuch a degree, that in the courſe 


ofthis year they took above two hundred ſail of Britiſh 


ſhips, valued at fix hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. 


This their ſucceſs is the more remarkable, as by this 


time the iſland of Guadaloupe was in poſſeſſion of 


the Engliſh, and Commodore Moore commanded 


a numerous ſquadron in thoſe very latitudes. 


$XLYV. In the beginning of October, the Her- 
cules ſhip of war, mounted with ſeventy- four guns, 
under the command of Captain Porter, cruiſing in 


the chops of the Channel, deſcried to windward a 


large ſhip, which proved to be the Floriſſant, of the 


ſame force with the Hercules. Her commander, 


22 the Engliſh ſhip giving chaſe, did not | 


m to decline the action; but bore down upon her 
in a flanting direction, and the engagement 
with great fa 


o'clock next morning, when he eſcaped behind the 
ifle of Oleron. Captain Porter was wounded in the 
head with a grape-ſhot, and loſt the uſe of one leg 


in the 1 | | ky 
$XLVI. Having taken notice of all the remark- 


able captures and exploits that were made and 


achieved by ſingle ſhips fince the commencement of 


the preſent year, we ſhall now proceed to deſcribe 
the actions that were performed in this period by the 
different ſquadrons that conſtituted the naval power 


of Great- Britain. Intelligence having been received 
that the enemy meditated an invaſion upon ſome - 


of the Britiſh territories, and that a number of flat- 
| | bottomed 


ry. In a little time, the Hercules hav- 
ing loſt her top-maſt, and all her rigging being ſſiot 
away, the enemy took advantage of this diſaſter, 

made the beſt of his way, and was purſued till eight 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
BOOK bottomed: boats were red at Havre-de-Grace, 
I. mbar 


for the purpoſe of di king trodps, Rear-Ad- 
miral Rodney was, in the beginning of July, de- 


tached with a ſmall ſquadron of ſhips and bombs to 


annoy and overawe that parc of the coaſt of France. 


He accordingly anchored in the. road of Havre, and 


made a diſpoſition to execute the inſtructions he had 


received. "The: bomb veſſels, being placed in the 


narrow channel of the river leading to Honfleur, 


ry to throw their ſhells, and continued the 
bombardment for two-and-fifty hours, without in- 
termiſſion, during which a numerous body of French 
troops was employed in throwing up entrenchments, 


cerecting new batteries, and firing both with ſhot 


and ſhells upon the aſſailants. The town was ſet on 
fire in ſeveral places, and burned: with great — Ä 
ſome of the boats were overturned, — a few of 
them reduced to aſhes; while the inhabitants forſook 
the place in the utmoſt conſternation : nevertheleſs, 


the damage done to the enemy was too inconſidera- 


offence, and ho are generally ſpared by an humane 
enemy, unleſs they have ee ſome PAIGE 


ble to make amends, for the expenſe of the arma- 
ment; and the loſs. of nineteen hundred ſhells and 
eleven hundrẽd carcaſſes, which were expended in 
this expedition. Bombardments of this kind are 
at beſt but expenſive and unprofitable operations, 
and may be deemed a barbarous method of proſe- 
cuting war, inaſmuch as the damage falls upon the 
wretched inhabitants; Who have given no cauſe of 


| act of provocation. 


S XLVII. The Gag af the. Britiſh, flag. was 
We more effectually aſſerted by the gallant A 


miral Boſcawen, who, as we have already obſerv 


was entruſted with the conduct of a ſquadron in 
the Mediterranean. It muſt be owned, however, 
that his firſt attempt ſavoured of temerity. 


„ng 
in vain diſplayed the Britiſh ws be rr ſight, of Toulon, 
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at anchor, he ordered three ſhips of the line, com- C HAF. 
manded by the Captains Smith, Harland, and . 

Barker, to advance and burn two ſhips that lay = 
cloſe to the mouth of the harbour. They accord= * | 
ingly approached with great intrepidity, and met | 
with a very warm reception from divers batteries 

which they had not before perceived. Two fmall _ 
forts they attempted to deſtroy, and cannonaded for . 
ſome time with great fury; but being over- matched 
by ſuperior force, and the wind ſubſiding into a 
calm, they ſuſtained confiderable damage, and were 
rowed off with great difficulty, in a very ſhattered 
condition. The Admiral ſeeing three of his beſt 
ſhips ſo roughly handled in this enterpriſe, returned 
to Gibraltar in order to refit; and M. de la Clue, the 
| 5 rench dee wee — the ſquadron at 7 ſeiſed 
is opportunity of ſailing, in hopes of paſſing the 
Straits en ee oh fleet, conſiſti rener | 
large ſhips and three frigates... Admiral Boſcawen, 
who commanded fourteen ſail of the line with two 
frigates, and as many fire-ſhips, having refitted his 
ſquadron, detached one frigate to cruiſe off Malaga, 
and another to hover between Eſtepona and Ceuta 
point; with a view to keep a good Took-out, and 
give . in caſe the enemy ſhould ap- 
Proach. the ſeventeenth day of Auguſt, at 
eight in the evening, the Gibraltar frigate made a 
ſignal that fourteen fail appeared on the Barbarß 
more, to the eaſtward of Ceuta; upon which the 
Engliſn Admiral immediately deter his anchors 
and went to ſea: at day- light he deſcried ſeven large 
hips lying to; but when the Engliſh ſquadron for- 
bore to anſwer. their ſignal, they diſcovered their 
«miſtake; ſer all their ſails, and made the beſt of their 
way. This was the greater part of the French ſqua- 
dron commanded by M. de la Clue, from whom 
five of his large ſhips and three frigates had ſepa. 
rated in the night. Even now, per _ he might 
Jad liged to 


| have eſcaped, had he not been wait for 
. the 
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BOOK che Souveraine, which was a heavy failer. At noon 


III. 
1759. 


the wind, which had blown a fre le, died away, 
and although Admiral Boſcawen had made ſignal to 
chaſe, and engage in a line of battle a- head, it was 
not till half an hour after two that ſome of his head. 
moſt . 20 could cloſe with the rear of the enemy; 
which, though greatly out- numbered, fought with 
uncommon bravery. The Engliſh Admiral, with- 


out waiting to return the fire of the ſternmoſt, which 


he received as he paſſed, uſed all his endeavours to 


3 with the Ocean, which M. de la Clue com- 
man 


in perſon; and about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, running athwart her hawſe, poured into 


her a furious broadſide : thus the Ine began 


with equal vigour on both fides. 


however, was of ſhort duration. In about half an 
hour Admiral Boſcawen's mizen-maſt and topſail- 


yards were ſhot away; and the enemy hoiſted all the 


, - fail they could carry. Mr. Boſcawen having ſhifted 


his _ the Namur to the Newark, joined ſome 
other ſhips in attacking the Centaur, of ſeventy- four 


guns, which, being thus overpowered, was qbliged 


to ſurrender. The Britiſh Admiral purſued them all 
night, during which the Souveraine, and the Guer- 
xier, altered their courſe, and deſerted their com- 
mander. At day-break, M. de la Clue, whoſe 


left leg had been broke in the engagement, perceiv= 


ing the Engliſh ſquadron crowding all their fails to 


come up with him, and finding himſelf on the coaſt 


of Portugal, determined to burn his ſhips; rather 
than they ſhould fall into the hands of the victors. 


The Ocean was run aſhore two leagues from Lagos, 


near the fort of Almadana, the commander of which 


fired three ſhot at the Engliſh; another Captain of 


the French ſquadron followed the example of his 


commander, and both endeavoured to diſembark 


their men; but the ſea being rough, this proved a 
very tedious and difficult attempt. The Captains 


of the Temeraire and Modeſte, inſtead of deſtroy- 


* 
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ing their ſhips, anchored as near as could to CHAP. 
the forts Xavier and Lagres, in 8 enjoying 
their protection: but in this hope the were diſa N 
pointed, M. de la Clue had been landed, and tlie - 
command of the Ocean was left to the Count de | 
Carne, who, having received one broadſide from 
the America, ſtruck his colours, and the Engliſh _ 
took ion of this noble prize, the beſt ſhip in 
1 rench navy, mounted with eighty cannon. 
Captain Bentley, of. the Warſpight, who had re- 
markably ſignalized himſelf by his courage during 
the action of the preceding day, attacked the Te- 
meraire, of ſeventy-four guns, and brought her off 
With little damage. Vice-Admiral Broderick, the 
ſecond in command, advancing with his diviſien, 
burned the Redoubtable, of ſeventy-four guns, 
which was bulged, and abandoned by her men and 
officers; but they made prize of the Modeſte, car- 
.rying ſixty- four guns, which had not been much 
injured in the engagement. This victory was ob- 
tained by the Engliſh Admiral at a very ſmall ex- 
penſe of men; the whole number of the killed and 
wounded not exceeding two hundred and fifty on 
board of the Britiſh ſquadron, though the carnage 
among the enemy muſt have been much more con- 
ſiderable, as M. de la Clue; in his letter to the 
French Ambaſſador at Liſbon, owned, that on board 
of his own ſhip, the Ocean, one hundred men were 
killed on the ſpot, and ſeventy dangerouſly wounded: 
but the moſt ſevere circumſtance of this diſaſter was 
the loſs of four capital ſhips, two of which were de- 
ſtroyed, and the other two. brought in triumph to 
England, to be numbered among the beſt bottoms 
of the Britiſh navy. What augmented the good 
fortune of the victors, was, that not one officer loſt 
his life in the engagement. Captain Bentley, whom 
the Admiral diſpatched to England with the tidings. 
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BOOK- SXxLVHI. As we:propoſe to throm thgrither all 
0 ih „the naval tranſactions of the ycar, eſpecially thoſe 
1759. that happened in the European ſeas, that they may 
be comprehended, as it were, in one view, We muſt 
now, Without regarding the order of time, poſtpone 
many previous events of importance, and record the 
laſt action by ſea, that in the courſe of this year di- 
ſtinguiſned the flag of Great- Britain. The Court 
of Verſailles, in order to embarraſs the Britiſni mi- 
niſtry, and divert their attention from all external 
expeditions, had in the winter projected a plan for 
invading ſome: part of the Britiſn dominions; and 
in the beginning of the year had actually begun to 
Ss make preparations. on different parts of their coaſt 
. for carrying this deſign into execution. Even as 
far back as the latter end of May, meſſages from 
the King to both Houſes of Parliament were deli- 
vered by the Earl of Holderneſſe and Mr. Pitt, the 
two Secretaries of State, ſignifying that his Majeſty 
had received advices of preparations making by the 
French Court, with a deſign to invade Great-Bri- 
tain: that though perſuaded, by the univerſal zeal 
and affection of his people, any ſuch 3 muſt, 
under the bleſſing of God, end in the deſtruction 
of thoſe who in it: yet he apprehended he 
ſnould not act conſiſtent with that paternal care and 
concern which he had always ſhown for the ſafety and 
preſervation of his ſub if he omitted any means 
in hie power which might be neceſſary for their de- 
fence: he, therefore, acquainted the Parliament 
with his having received repeated intelligence of the 
enemy's e e to the end that his Majeſty 
might, if he ſhould think a S in purſuance of 
the late act of Parliament, cauſe the 


militia, or ſuch 


part thereof as ſhould be neceſſary, to he dran out 
and embodied, in order to march as occaſion ſhould 
require. Theſe meſſages were no ſooner read, than 
each Houſe 11 reſolved to peſent an addreſs, 
* 


ſty for having communicated this 


| | . | * 
* 

* , * % 1 * Ag 
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intelligence; aſſuring him that they would, with CHAP: 

their lives and fortunes, ſupport him againſt all at=  ** 

tempts whatever: that, warmed with affection and 1. 

_— for his perſon and e 2 animated 

indignation at the daring deſigns of an enemy "1x 

whole Ner had 2 hs terror of the 29 

Britiſ navy, they would chearfully exert their ut- | 

molt efforts to repel all infults, and effectually ena- 

ble their ſovereign not only to diſappoint the at- 

tempts of France, but, by che bleſſing of God, turn 

them to their on confuſion.” The Commons at 

the ſame time reſolved upon another addreſs, de- 

ſiring his Majeſty would give directions to his lieu- 

tenants of the ſeveral counties, ridings, and places 

within South- Britain, to uſe their utmoſt diligence 

and attention in executing the ſeveral Acts of Par- 

liament made for the better ordering the militia. 
$XLIX. Theſe: and other precautionary ſteps © 

were accordingly taken; but the adminiſtration * + 

wiſely placed their chiefde eupontheſtrength 

of the navy, of which was ſo divided and ſta- 

tioned, as to block up all the harbours of France in 

which the enemy were known to make any naval” 7 

armament of conſequence. - We have ſeen in what 

manner Rear-Admiral Rodney viſited the town and 

harbour of Havre- de-Grace, and ſcoured that part 

of the coaſt in ſucceſſive cruiſes: we have alſo re- 

corded the expedition and victory of Admiral Boſ-—- 

cawen over the ſquadron of La Clue, which was 

equi at Toulon, with a deſign to aſſiſt in the 

projected invaſion. Notwithſtanding this diſaſter, 

the French miniſtry {arg in their deſign; to— 

wards the execution of which they had prepared ano-— 

ther conſiderable: fleet, in the harbours of Roche- 

fort, Breſt, and Port- Louis, to be commanded bx 

M. de Conflans, and reinforced by a conſiderablse 

body of troops, which were actually aſſembled under 

the Duc d' Aiguillon, at Vannes, in Lower Bretagne. 

Flat-bottomed boats W i to be uſed in this 
Vol. IV. Ws expedition 
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coaſt of France; and a ſmall ſquadron was equipp 


epared in different ports on pa 


at Dunkirk, under the command of an enterprifing 


adventurer, called Thurot, who had, in the courſe 


of 
* cond 
which had ſcour 


the preceding year, fignaliſed his courage and 
us in a age privateer called the erm. 
ed the North Seas, taken a'numbe; 


of ſhips, and at one time maintained an obſtinate 
battle againſt two Engliſh frigates, which were 
obliged to defiſt, after having received conſiderable 


damage. 


This man's, name became a terror to the 
merchants of Great-Britain ; for his valour was not 
more remarkable in battle than his conduct in elu- 


ding the purſuit of the Britiſhcruiſers, who were ſuc- 


ceſſively detached in queſt of him, through every 


part of the German Ocean and North Sea, as far as 


riner, though deſtitute of the ad van 


and education, was remarkably diſtingu 


the iſlands of Orkney. It muſt be likewiſe owned, 
for the honour of human nature, that this bold ma- 


es of birth 


iſned by his 


generoſity and compaſſion to thoſe who had the 
misfortune to-fall into his, power ; and that his de- 


portment in every reſpect 


entitled him 


to a much 


more honourable rank in the ſervice of his country. 


He obtained a commiſſion from 


The court of Verſailles were not inſenfible to his 
Merit. 
King, and was veſted with the command of the 


the French 


fmall armament now fitting out in the harbour of 
Dunkirk. The Britiſh government, being appriſed 
of all theſe particulars, took ſuch meaſures to defeat 
purpoſed invaſion as muſt have conveyed a very 
high idea of the power of Great- Britain to thoſe who 


the 


conſidered, that, excluſive of the force oppoſed to 


this defign, they at the fame. time carried on the 
moſt vigorous and important operations of war in 


» Germany, America, the Eaſt and 'Weſt-Indies. 


Thuror's armament at Dunkirk was watched” by 


— 


an Engliſh ſquadron. in the Downs, commanded by 
Commodore Boys; che port of Havre was guarded 


by 


= 52032 Sg. S = = = Load nn bite anda oe 
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by Rear-Admiral Rodney ; Mr. Boſcawen had been & HAP. 
ſtationed off Toulon, and the cbaſt of Vannes was 8 
ſcoured by a ſmall ſquadron detached from Sir Eds 7%. 
ward Hawke, who had, during the ſummer, blocked 
up the harbour of Breſt, where Conflans lay with 
his fleet, in order to be joined by the other divi- 
ſions of the armament. Theſe different ſquadrons 
of the Britiſh navy were connected by a chain of 
ſeparate cruiſers ; fo that the whole coaſt of France, 
from Dunkirk to the- extremity of Breragne, was 
diſtreſſed by an actual blockadeeee. 
S L. The French miniſtry being thus hampered, 
forbore their attempt upon Britain; and the pro- 

jected invaſion ſeemed to hang in ſuſpenſe till the 
monthof Auguſt, in the beginning of which theirarmy 
in Germany was Zee at Minden. Their de- 
ſigns in that country being baffled by this diſaſter, 
they ſeemed to convert their chief attention to their 
ſea-armament; the preparations were reſumed with 
redoubled vigour ; and even, after the defeat of La 
Clue, they reſolved to try their fortune in a de- 
ſcent. They now propoſed to diſembark a body of 
troops in Ireland. urot received orders to ſail 
from Dunkirk with the firſt opportunity, and ſhape 
his courſe round the northern parts of Scotland, that 
he might alarm the coaft of Ireland; and make a 
diverſion from that part where Conflans intended to 
effectuate the diſembarkation of his forces. The 
tranſports and ſhips of war were aſſembled at Breſt 
and Rochefort, having on board a train of artillery, 
with ſaddles, and, other accoutrements for cavalry, 
to be mounted in Ireland; and a body of French 
troops, including part of the Iriſh brigade, was kept 
in readineſs to embark. The execution of this 
ſcheme was, however, prevented by the vigilance . 
of Sir Edward Hawke, who blocked up the hare 
bour of Breſt with a fleet of twenty-three capital 
ſhips ; while another ſquadron of ſmaller ſhips and | 
frigates, under the command of Captain Duff, con- | 
wel, Ex: ">." "Ron 1 
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BOOK tinued to cruiſe along the French toaſt,” from port 
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= 
% 


yr 
1759 · 


enemy. 2 s 5 
2 I. While theſe meaſures were taken witk equal 


L'Orient, in Bretagne, to the point af St. Gilles in 
Poitou. At length, however, in the beginning 
November, the Britiſſi uadron, co 6 


of 
Sir Edward Hawke, Sir Charles Hardy, and Red | 


Admiral Geary, were driven from the coaſt of France 
by ſtreſs of weather, and on the ninth day of the 
month anchored in Torbay. The French Admiral, 


Conflans, ſnatched this opportunity of failing from 


Breſt, with 'one-and=twenty ſail of the line and four 
frigates, in hopes of being able to deſtroy the Eng. 
liſh ſquadron commande 5 Captain Duff, before 
the large fleet could return from the coaſt of Eng. 
land. Sir Edward Hawke having received” 


ligence that the French fleet had Tailed from Breſt, 


immediately ſtood to ſea, in order to purſue them; 
and in the mean time, the government iſſued orders 
for guarding all thoſe parts of the coaſt that were 
thought the moſt expoſed to a deſcent.' The land- 
forces were put in motion; and quartered along'the 


| ſhore of Kent and Suſſex: all the ſhips of war in the 


different harbours, even thoſe that had juſt arrived 


from America, were ordered to put to ſea, and every 


"+ 


ſtep Was taken to diſconcert the deſigns of che 
M403 20 denen enen d. | f 
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vigour and deliberation, Sir Edward Hawke ſteered 
his courſe directly for Quiberon, on the coaſt of 


Bretagne, which he ſuppoſed would be the rendez- 


he directe | | 
Weather growing more moderate, the former made 


vous of the French ſquadron: but, notwithſtanding 


his utmoſt efforts, he was driven ee e 
515 


conſiderably to the weſtward, Where he was 
by two — the Maidſtone and Coventry. Theſe 
to keep a-head of the ſquadron. The 


the ſignal for ſeeing a fleet, on the twentieth day of 


November, at half an hour paſt eight o'clock in the 
morning, and in an hour afterwards diſcovered them 
to be the enemy's ſquadron, They were at that time 
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in chaſe of Captain Duff's ſquadron, which now CH 


2 the large fleet, aſter having run ſome riſque 
bre d gave the firſt notice, had formed the 

be a- breaſt, now perceiving that the French Ad- 
mira endeavoured to eſcape with all the fail he could 


carry; threw out a ſignal for ſeven of his ſhips that 


were neareſt the enemy to chaſe, and endea vour to 
detain them, until they could be. reinforced hy the 


Teſt of the ſquadron, which were ordered to form 


Intoſ a line- of- battle a- head, as they chaſed, that no 
time might be loſt in the purſuit. Conſidering the 
Toughneſs of the weather, which was extremely 
Ftempeſtuous;; the nature of the coaſt, which is in 
this place rendered very hazardous by a great num- 


. ber of ſand-banks, ſhoals, rocks, and iſlands, as 
entirely unknown to the Britiſh, ſailors, as they were 


familiar to the French navigators; the dangers of a 
ort day, dark night, and lee- ſhore; it required 


extraordinary reſolution, in the Engliſh Admiral to 


attempt hoſtilities on this occaſion ;. but Sir Edward 
(Hawke, ſteeled with the integrity and fortitude of 
his gyn heart, animated by a warm love for his 


country, and well acquainted with the importance 


of the ſtake on which the ſafety of that country in 


a great meaſure depended, was reſolved: to run ex- 


traondinary riſques in his endeavours to fruſtrate at 
oñce a boaſted ſcheme Hrojeſted for the annoyance 
of his fellow-ſubjects, Wit 

theline; he had but the advantage of one in point 
of number, and no ſuperiority in men or metal, 


nn de Conflans might have haz arded 
attle on the open ſea, without any imputa- 


3A fair ! 
tion of temerity: but he thought proper to play a 
more artful game, though it did not ſucceed ac. 


cording to his expectation. He Kept his fleet in a 


body, and retired cloſe in ſhore, with a view to 
draw the Engliſh ſquadron among the ſhoals and 
iſlands, on which he hoped they would pay dear for 
1 e | their 


being taken, Sir Edwark Hawke, who, when 


With reſpect to his ſhips of 
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hs their raſhneſs and impetuoſity, while he and his 


officers, who were perfectly acquainted with the na- 


vigation, could either ſtay, and take advantage of 


the diſaſter, or, if hard preſſed, retire th 
channels unknown to the Britiſh pilots. At half an 
hour aſter two the van of the En 15 fleet began the 
engagement with the rear of the enemy, in the 
neighbourhood of Belleifle. Every ſhip, as ſhe ad- 
vanced, poured in a -broadfide on the ſternmoſt of 


the French, and bore down upon their van, leaving 


the rear to thoſe that came after. Sir Edward Hawke, 
in the Royal George, of one hundred and ten guns, 
reſerved his fire in paſſing through the rear of the 
enemy, and ordered his maſter to bring him along 
fide! of the French Admiral, who commanded 


perſon on board the Soleil Royal, a ſhip. mounted 


with. eighty cannon, and provided with a comple- 
ment of twelve hundred men. When the pilot 
remonſtrated that he could not obey his his com- 


mand, without the moſt imminent riſque of run- 


ning upon a ſhoal, the veteran replied, -*: You 


: </ have done your duty in ſnowing the danger; now 


« you are to comply with my order, and lay me 
*.along-fide the Soleil Royal.“ His with was 

tiſied: che Royal George ranged up with the French 
Admiral. The Theſec, another large ſhip of the 
enemy, N between the two commanders, 
ſuſtained the fire that was reſerved for the Soleil 


Royal: but in returning the firſt broadſide ſoundered, 


in conſequence of the high ſea that entered her 
lower deck- ports, and filled her with water. Not- 
withſtanding the boiſterous weather, a great number 
of ſhips on both ſides fought with equal fury and 
dubious ſucceſs, till about four in the afternoon, 
when the Formidable ftruck her colours. The Su- 


erbe ſhared the fate of the Theſe in going to the 


tom. The Hero hauled: down her colours in 
token of ſubmiſſion, and dropped anchor; but the 
vind vns ſo high, that no boat could be ſent to take 
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and the greater part of the French fleet eſcaped un- 
der cover of the darkneſs. Night approaching, the 
ind blowing with augmented violence ona ore, 


— 
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and the Britiſh ſquadron being entangled among un- 


known ſhoals and iſlands, Sir Edward Hawke made 
the ſignal for anchoring to the weſtward of the ſmall 

Dumet; and here the fleet remained all night 
in a yery dangerous riding, alarmed by the fury of 


the ſtorm, and the inceſſant firing of guns of diſtreſs; 


Without their knowing whether it proceeded from 


friend or enemy. The Soleil Royal had, under fax 


vqur of che night, anchored alſo in the midſt of the 


Britiſh ſquadron; but at day- break M. de Conflans 


to the weſtward: of Crozie. The Engliſh Admiral 
immediately made ſignal to the Eſſex to ſlip cable; 
and purſue her; and, in obeying this order, ſhe ran 
unfortunately on a ſand- bank called Lefour, where 
the Reſolution, another ſhip of the Britiſh ſquadronz 


ordered her cable to be cut, and ſhe: drove a-ſhore . 


was already grounded. Here they were both irre- 
coyerahly loſt, in ſpite of all the aſſiſtance that could 


be given: but all their men, and part of their ſtores, 
were ſaved, and the wrecks ſet on fire by order of 
the Admiral. He: likewiſe detached the Portland; 
Chatham, and Vengeance to deſtroy the Soleil 
Royal, which was burned by her own people, before 
the Engliſn ſhips could approach; but they arrived 


2 h to reduce the Hero to aſhes on the 


Loefour, here ſhe had been alſo ſtranded; and the 
Juſte, another of cheir great e yy in the 
mouth of the Loire. The Admiral, peceiving ſe- 


ven large ſhips of the enemy riding at anchor be- 


ween Point Penvas and the mouth of the river 


ilaine, made the ſignal to weigh; in order to attack 


"4 
* 


them: but the fury of the ſtorm increaſed to ſuch a 


degree, that he was obliged to remain at anchor, and 
even order the E anfs to be ſtruck. In 
the mean time, the French ſhips being lightened of 
il! Aba KK 4 „ 0008 
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df the enemy. On the whole, this battle, in which 
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their cannon, their officers? took advan 
bod. and a more moderate gale under 
enter the: Vilaine, ubere they day — marn rune 
of the entrance; protected by-Jomb otbaſional bat 


moored - acroſs the mouth: ef the harbour 
they were effectually ſecured from any attempts 


teries erected on the ſhore and by — The 


mall veſſels; and as for large ſhips; — rea 


water. ſufficient to float them within fighting diſtance 


a: very inconſiderable number of lives was loſt; may 


be conſidered as one of the moſt ilous! and am- 


Portant actions that ever in any war be- 
tween the two nations; for it not only defeated the 


5 E invaſion, Which had hung menacing ſo 


55 50 which was totally diſabled from undertaki 


over the apprehenſions of Great - Britain; but 
it gave the finiſhing blow to the naval power of 


of conſequence in the ſequel . By 
pag Thurot had eſcaped from Dunkirk, 


and directed his courſe to the North-Sea, whither- 


he was followed by Commodore Boys, who never- 
Theleſs was diſa in his purſuit: but the fate 
of that enterpriſing adventurer falls under the annals 
f the enſuing ear, among the tranſactions of which 
it ſhall — ry As for Sir Edward Hawke, he 
continued cruiſing off the coaſt of Bretagne fora 


_ Conſiderable time after the victory he had obtained, 
FA particular care to block up the mouth ofthe 


1 that the ſeven, French ſhips might not 


1 join M. Conflans, who made ſhift to reach 
efort eg the ſhattered remains of his 


| bg eee lie deres hovambfudli a C er- 


» Dering this war! he Engliſh taken aha delle 


had Mead) 
twenty-ſeven French ſhips. line, abd thirty-ond frigutes: 
7 eat ſhips and fo d; . their 
— nnwducd, EE bout Le, . e 


| bre did not exceed. ſeven ſail kg y and 55 | n may 
be eaſily conceived how the 1 marine, of & e e 
vu power of Britain, muſt 7 
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Sir Edward Hawke, 
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a large fleet was maintained 
rently for no other -purpoſe; 
and; after all, the enemy 


this coaſt; appa- = 
ing a -whole 
8 their —— 
having undergone a 

conflict with t 1 rather va at 
lenthy recalled; and preſented to ereign, who 
gratified him with a conſiderable n, for the 
and conduct he had ſo 0 en and ſo long 
diſplayed in the ſervice of his couiitry; and his ex. 


een merit was afterwards honoured with the 
approbation of the Parliament. The —— of 


rance were fo diſpirited by the defeat of their 
at: Minden, and the difafter of their ſe —_ at” 
gos, that the miniſtry: of ' Verfailles' | 
to conceal the extent of their laſt: — under 
a palliating detail publiſhed in the Gazette of Paris, 
— Conflans to CO de = 
orentin, Secretary of the marine. In this parti 
miſreprrſentation their Admiral was made — affirm, 


line of battle, beſides frigates; thar'the S0 ell Royal 
had obliged the Royal 
the ſeven ſhips Which retreat 
had received very little damage, and would be ſoon 


repaired; and that, by the junction of Bompart's 


he ſhould: — ſoon able to give a good ac- 
count of the iſh Admiral. Theſe tumid aſſer- 
tions, ſo void of truth; are not to be imputed to an 


illiberal ſpirit of vain glory, fo much as to a poli- 
_ RI? of extenuating the national calamity, 


che ſpirit of the people; 


* kr ry — The alarm of the French invaſion, which 
. thus ſo; happily fruſtrated, not only diſturbed 


the quiet of Great-Britain, but "alſo Giffuled it- 


_ "ſelf to che kingdom of Ireland, where it was pro- 


ductive of ſome publick diſorder. In the latter 
end of October, the two Houſes of Parliament, 


 alfcmbleg. at Dublin, received a formal W 
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that the Britiſh: fleet conſiſted of forty ſhips of the 


to ſheer off; that 
into the river Vilaine | 


= 
| abl-objedt bs che cher of die itim minitty, that CHAR 
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| | = ingdom, to | 1 7K hat, by 
De beter from the ——— written by 
bis Majeſty's expreſs command; it appeared that 
France, far ſrom reſigning her plan of invaſion; on 
account of the diſaſter that befel her Toulan ſqua- 
dron, was more and more confirmed: in ber purpoſe; 
and even; inſtigated by deſpair itſelſ. to attempt, at 
all hazards, the only reſource ſhe ſeemed to have 
left far thwarting by a diverſion at home, the 
meaſures of England abroad in proſecuting a war 
which hitherto opened, in all parts of the world, ſa 
' yntavourableaprofpect to the vis of French am- 
bition: that in caſe the body of French troops, 
amounting to eighteen thouſand men, under the 
command of the Duc d' Aiguillon, aſſembled at 
Vannes, where alſo a ſufficient number of tranſports 
was prepared, ſhould be able to clude the Britiſh 
ſqquadron, Ireland would, in —— be one 
_ of their chief objects his grace thought it, there- 
fore; incumbent upon him, in a matter of ſuch high 
importance to the welfare of that kingdom, to 
communicate this intelligence to the Iriſh 
nt. He told them, his Majeſty would make no 
daubt but that the zeal of his faithful Proteſtant 
ſubjects in that kingdom had been already ſuffici- 
ently quickened by the x accounts received 
ol the enemy's dangerous deſigns, and actual prepa- 
rations made, at a vaſt expenſe, in order te invade 
the ſeveral parts of the Britiſh dominions. He 
them to underſtand he had received his\Sovereign's 
commands, to uſe his utmoſt endeavouts to animate x 
and excite his loyal people of Ireland to exert their 


rin ñññxs 


well-known zeal and ſpirit in ſu of his Majeſty's: 
vernment, and in defence that was dear ta 


m, by timely preparation ta reſiſt; and fruſtrate. 
any dienen of the enemy to diſturh the quiet and 
ſhake the ſecurity of this kingdom: he, therefore, 


in the Krongeſt, manner, ui ended ite W 
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to manifeſt; upon this occaſion, that zeal for the CHAP, 


1 happy eſtabliſhment; and that affection for 
his Majeſty's perſon and government, by which the 
Parliament of that nation had been ſo often diſtin- 
guiſned. Immediately after this meſſuge was com 
muniĩcated/ the Houſe of Commons unanimouſly re- 
ſolved to preſent an addreſs to the Lord- Lieutenant, 
thanking 
ſhown for the ſafety of Ireland, in having imparted 
intelligence of ſo great importance; deſiring him to 
make uſe of ſuch means as ſhould appear to him the 
moſt effectual for the ſecurity and defence of the 
kingdom; and aſſuring him, that the Houſe would 
make good whatever expenſe ſhould be neceſſarily 
incurred for that purpoſe. This intimation, and the 
_— that were taken in conſequence of it for the 
detence of Ireland; produced duch a eee and 
diſtraction among the people of that kingdom, as 


the firſt tranſports of popular fear, there was ſuch 
an extraordinary run upon the banks of Dublin, that 
ſeveral conſiderable bankers were obliged to ſtop 

ymentz and the circulation was in danger of be- 
ing ſuddenly ſtagnated, when, the Lord- Lieutenant, 
the members of both Houſes of Parliament, the 
lordumayor, aldermen, merchants, and principal 
traders of Dublin, engaged in an aſſociation to ſup- 
2 publick credit, by taking the notes of bankers 


payment: a refolution which amen | 


ſe intended. n nn 
7 Al. Hou ſoever — of Verſailles Wen 
. flattered itſelf that their invading army would 


his Grace for the cart and concern he had 


X. 
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had well nigh proved 510 to the publick credit. I 


in Ireland be joined by a great number of the na- A 


tives, in all bebe it would have been diſap- 


pointed in this' hope, had their purpoſed deſcent 


even been carried into execution, for no ſigns of 
diſaffection to the reigning family a at this 
juncture. ' On the contrary, the wealthy individuals 


FP to accommodate 


the 


76 
BOOK the government with large ſums of monty, in caſe 

. of neceſſity, to ſupport the preſent -eſtabliſhmenr 
4759. ae all its enemies; and the Roman Catholicks 


mild and auſpicious reign. They 
warmeſt indignation at the threa inv 
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to the Lord-Lieutenant, expreſſing theit᷑ loyalty. in 


he city. of Cork, in a body, preſented an/addreſs 
the warmeſt terms of — th having con- 


's arms, and 


vith the deepeſt gratitude, that protection 
and indulgence they radenyoyed under his Majeſty's 


the kingdom, by an enemy, who, — noted 
from repeated defeats, might poſſibly! make that 
attempt as a laſt effort, vainly flattered with the 
imaginary hope of aſſiſtance in Ireland, from the 
former. 1 of their deluded ceſſors. 
They aſſured his Grace, in the moſt man- 


ner, that ſuch ſchemes: were altogether inconſiſtent 


withtheirprinciplesand intentions: that they would, 
to the utmoſt exertion. of their abilities, with their 
Hyes and fortunes, join in the defence and. ſupport 
of his Majeſty's royal perſon and government 
all invaders whatſoever :- that they ſhould be always 
ready to concur in ſuch meaſures, and to act ſuch 

in defence of the kingdom, in common with 
the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects, as his Grace in his 
great wiſdom ſhould be pleaſed to appoi mt: and 
think themſelves — happy to be under the 
direction and command of fo known an aſſertor of 


liberty, ſuch an important and diſtinguiſhed go- 


* 


vernor. Finally, they expreſſed the moſt earneſt 


with, chat his Majeſty's arms migbt be crawned 
Vith ſucha continuance of ſucceſs, as ſnould enable 
him to defeat the devices of all his enemies, and 


obtain a ſpeedy and honourable peace. This cor- 
8 15 addreſs, which was s tranſmitted * Earl of 


his Grace on the ralleled ſucceſſes 
Which bad attended his 2 
preſſed their ſenſe of the 


his kingdom of Ireland, che — 


— — 


* 
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ford, tmuſt have been very agreeable to the [orgy 
wren: at ſuch a critical comuncture; + -/ FS 
IV. Although no traces of diſaffection nit 
Majeſty's family appeared on this trying occaſion, it 
muſt nevertheleſs be de eee that a ſpirit of 
1 broke out with extraordinary violence 
the populace of Dublin. The preſent Lord 

Lan nant was not remarkably popular in his admi- 


niſtration! He had beftowed' one place ot confiderst 
importance upon a gentleman whoſe perſon was 


able 


- | 


Shannon;and-by:him preſented to the Duke of Bedz Oh 
Gs 
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 obnogious''ro: many people in that kingdom, and 


baps failed in that atfability and — 
hich a free and ferocious nation expects to find in 
: the character of him to whoſe rule they are fab; 


Whether the offence taken at his deportment had 


ereated enemies to his perſon, or the nation in gene- 
ral began to entertain doubts and jealouſies of the 


government's deſigns, certain it is, great pains were 


taken to propagate a belief among the lower ſort of 
| le; that an union would ſoon be effected between 


kingdom would he deprived of its Parliament and 
independency, and be ſubjected to the ſame taxes 
that are levied upon the people of England. This 
notion inflamed the populace to ſuch a degree; that 
they aſſembled in a prodigious multitude, broke 


into the Houſe of Lords, inſulted the Peers, ſcared - 
an old woman on the throne, and ſearched for the 


rnals; hich, had they been found, they would 


ve committed to the flames. Not content witk 


Iteat. Britain and Ireland; in which caſe: this laſt 


this outrage; they compelled the members of 'both 


Houſes, hom they met in the ſtreets; to take an 


oath that they would never conſent to ſuch an union, 


or give any vote contrary to the true intereſt of Ire- 


land. Divers coaches belonging to obnoxious 
ſons. were deſtroyed, and their horſes killed: andi a 


gibbet was erected for one gentleman in particular, 


3 who 1 N the . thole 


- riotous, 


/ _— 
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5s. HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
BOOK riotous inſurgents. A body of horſe and infantry 
- MG „were drawn out on this occaſion, in order to over. 
| 1759. e the multitude, which at night diſperſed of its 
felf. ' Next day addreſſes to the Lieutenant” 
were agreed to by both Houſes of Parliament, and 

a committee of enquiry appointed, that the ring- 

leaders of the tumult might be diſcovered, and 

brought to-condign puniſhment. © EE” 

SLV. When the miniſtry of England receiv 
the firſt advice, that M. Thurot had eſcaped from 
| © Dunkirk with a ſmall ſquadron of armed ſhips, hav- 
ing on board a body of land-troops, deſigned for a 

Private expedition on the coaſt of Scotland or Ire- 
and, expreſſes were immediately diſpatched to the- 
commanding officers of the forces in North-Britain, 
with orders to put the forts along the coaſt of that 
kingdom in the beſt poſture of defence; and to hold 

every thing in-readineſs to repel the enemy, in caſe 

they ſhould attempt a deſcent. In conſequence of 

theſe inſtructions, beacons were erected for the im- 

_ mediate communication of intelligence; places of 
rendezvous appointed ſor the regular troops and 
militia; and ſtrict orders iflued that no officer ſhould 
abſent himſelf from his duty, on any pretence what-. 
ever. The greateſt encomium that can be-given to 
the character of this partizan, is an account of the 
alarm which the failing of his puny armament ſpread , 

© through the whole extent of ſuch a powerful king- 
dom, whoſe fleets covered the ocean. Perhaps Thu- 

- rot's career would have been ſooner ſtopped, had 
Commodore Boys been victualled for a longer cruiſe; 
but this commander was obliged to put anto Leith - 

Þ for a ſupply of proviſions, at the very time when 
Thurot was ſeen hovering on the coaſt near Aber- 
deen; and before the Engliſh ſquadron was provided 
for a proſecution of the cruiſe, rhe other had taken 
ſhelter at Gottenburg, in Sweden, 
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